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NEW YORK’S PROBLEM OF POVERTY

NEW YORK papers m recent weeks have

been acclaiming the act1V1t1es of the State
* Charities Aid Association on the occasion of
the"seventieth anniversary of that organiza-
tion. Their praise is well deserved.

It was in 1871 that Miss Louisa Lee

Schuyler discovered paupers, sixty children

-among them, prostitutes, the insane, the ill

and the crippled, crowded together in a sin-
gle poorhouse, with no care or nursing save
that furnished by the kindlier inmates. Horri-
fied, Miss Schuyler organized a committee to
do what it could to alleviate such unspeak-

able conditions.

For more than seventy years this expand-
ing organization has done such notable work
among the ill and needy as to give it a place
of national leadership in the field of public
health and welfare. The accolades now being
bestowed are abundantly merited.

But what of the other side of the picture?
Even seventy years ago New York was the
richest state in the union, Why, then, such
deep poverty? And why, to this very day,
rhough the intervening years have witnessed
an amazing advance in man’s knowledge of
how to produce wealth, is there still pressing
wneed for such an organization as the State
-Charities Aid Association?

- Georgists, of course, know the answers.

They know that insanity, prostitution, dis-

~ease and crime spring largely from poverty,

and that poverty arises when men are denjed
access to the land on which and from which

all men must live, Georgists beheve—ﬁnay
they know—that the good God made the

earth for ajl of His children and not just a

favored feW.

They know that when men have free ac-
cess to the land there can be no widespread
unemployment, and that when there is no
unemployment there is no poverty, and when
there is no poverty, a large part of crime and

disease will have disappeared. They are pro-

foundly convinced that when the institution

of absolute private property in land can be
wiped out, and complete free trade estab-
lished, the world will be a vastly better place’

to live in.

. Georgists found these answers in Henry
George's great work, ‘“Progress and Pov-
erty”’, given to the world in 1879. What a

pity the State Charities Aid Association, then

“in 1ts eighth year, could not have devoted a.

part of the activities now being so justly ex:
tolled to spreading the knowledge and under-
standing of Henry George's social philosophy
of progress through freedom. Had it done SO,
it would have found its task of alleviating
poverty, disease and crime, vastly speeded up.

C. O. STEELE
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Lessons We Can Learn

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL recently re-

marked editorially that the old French saying,
“The lesson that history teaches us is that no one
learns anything from history,” may stand beside
another well-known saving of the French, "All gen-
eralizations are false, including this one,” and that
both may take their place with a third, which is
that “History repeats itself, -but never in the same
words.””

To these we Would add Professor George Santa-
yana's proverb, *Those who refuse to study hlstory
are condemned to repeat 1ts mistakes.”

A clue as to the reason history repeats itself might
well be sought in the French proverb about the na-
ture of man: ““The more it is different, the more it

is the same.”

That we have continued to have depressions and
wars—which are the worst kind of . depressions—
must be due to study by so few and to factors over-
fooked by even the few who have studied.” That the
mistakes of history have been repeated does not mean
that causes conld not have been isolated, nor, having
been identified, that they could not readily have
been understood by the average man.

If our premises are soundly based on the nature
of man, our conclusions are more likely to be cor-
rect. Though physically not unlike other animals,
mentally and spiritually man is characterized by two
universals:

(1) Man seeks, however imperfectly and how-
ever restricted, to satisfy his desires with the least
exertion.

(2} Once his animal wants are satisfied, man
has but set his feet on the first step of anm infinite
progression—a_progression upon which the other
animals never enter,

Man’s desires are insatiable. The demand for
quantity once satisfied, he seeks quality. As the
power to gratify his wants increases, so aspirations
grow.

Man would never feel that he must repeat the
mistakes of history if he had a proper understanding
of events and causes. Students of history and eco-

-nomics have an nnusual opportunity to seek out the
facts and to pass them on to a waiting world.

LANCASTER M. GREENE

i7:

Protecting Labor’s Gains

THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMAN has been
accused of being antagonistic toward labor. The
charge is groundless. :

The ranks of American labor include more than
fifty million workers, some ten or twelve million
of whom are organized. It would be absurd to say
that the level of loyalty, decency and intelligence in
this group is lower than in other groups of citizens
of comparable size and diversity.

It would be equally absurd to deny that, under
teadership which has shown itself at times to be
stupid, vicious, corrupt and unenlightened, certain
practices have grown up in organized labor which
are distinctly antisocial in mature and incompatible
with the national welfare. These are too well known
to bear retelling.

It is toward these admitted wrongs that the edi-
tor of The Freeman is antagonistic. .

-

Self-styled friends of labor do their cause a dis~ .

service when the best they can do in defense is to
fall back on the feeble argument that for every
wrong committed by organized labor, employers
have been guilty of a greater wrong. And to say,
as one writer recently said, that while a union mem-
ber must sometimes pay a racketeering leader to get
him 2 job or an increase in pay he could well afford
te do so because of the benefits gained, is worse
than no excuse at all; it is an abject confession of
guilt .

The editor of The Freeman is not antagonistic
toward labor. He merely agrees with the . recent
statement of Attorney ‘General Biddle that “labor
must clean house to protect its social legislation gains
against war time and post-war time pressure. for re-

peal of .those benefits.””

| - C. 0. &
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No Silver Lining

THE MAN OF WHOM it ‘was said that he had a
- very even disposition—even worse today than it
was yesterday—probably got that way from -over-
long meditation upon the legislative atrocities pet-
‘petrated in Washington from time to time. Cer-
tainly few things would be more likely to sour on
the mind than the Silver Purchase Act. - During the
past eight years it has compelled the Treasury to buy
2 vast store of silver, for which it had no use, at a
price much above and in recent years about double
the world market price.

Passed originally at the insistence of a vehement

" and vociferous minority in Congtess, on the claim
-that it would help practically everything from in-

- ternational relations to fallen arches, the: act has

[

failed dismally to accomplish any of its avowed
purposes. On the contrary, it has Jong been recog-
nized by thinking persons as being nothing more
nor less than an unconscionable grab of public funds
in behalf of the domestic silver producers.

. But the crowning absurdity of the situation is
yet to be told. The war effort has disclosed that
silver has many of the properties of copper and tin,
It is 2 good conductor of electricity and, combined
with lead, it takes the place of many times its weight
of tin in the making of solder. This is important
in view of the country’s being cut off from its chief

source of tin. But, though the Treasury holds some
3.300,000,000 ounces of silver, and domestic pro-
duction amounts to about 70,000,000 cunces an-
nually, under the terms of the existing legislation
Ametican-produced silver cannot be used in war in-

dustry.- . o

Tt is bad enocugh for the government to have to
pay for silver which, by Natural Law, belongs to
all the people; it is worse for the government to have
to buy silver that it does not need: it is still worse
that the government, since it i3 buying silver, is
forced to pay double the market price; and finally,
it is the acme of folly that in these critical times,
when the very life of our nation depends on prodac-
tion, American industry is compelled to rely on for-
eign sources for the silver needed in the making of
ships, airplanes, tanks, trucks, guns, shells, bombs,
torpeodes and a variety of other war materials. -

 The vast sums that have been handed over to the -
silver producers are, of course, gone beyond recall;
they are as irrevocable as a haircut. But that the -
nefarious practice should be continued, much less
that the government’s stock of silver should not be
made available to American industry, is unthinkable.

Congress should act at once to correct these 1ntol-
erable conditions. o

C. O. 5.

= '_"Landfdll_ After 'ihe War |

A BUFFALO BANKER told The American Man-
agement Association at its New York meeting :not
long ago that the survival of the free enterprise sys-
tem in this country depends very largely upon the
steps which private industry takes now in prepat-
ing to make jobs during the post-war period. The
speaker warned his hearers that the government al-
ready bas plans for doing the whole post-war job
if it should be necessary, and added that “it is just
this probability of government being forced to take
over the whole job that we must avoid.” '

n The banker was right. Government taking over
the job of finding work for millions of men home
from the wars and othei millions no longer needed
in defense plants is indeed something to be avoided.

For the simiple truth: is that the government can cre-
ate jobs on a mation-wide scale only by becoming
2 nation-wide employer. - When government is a
nation-wide employer, call it what you will—state
socialism, social gainms; collectivism, regimentation,
planned economy, New Deal—what you have is a
situation not differing greatly from that prevailing
in the totalitarian states of the world today.

But what is the alternative? That indusiry will
provide the jobs? In what way is industry better
fitted for the task than is government ? The fact .
is that in recent years the government fas made jobs,
through WPA, CCC and similar agencies. Those
activities not only could be, but, unless we are on
our guard, very likely will-be enormously expanded
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when the problem of post-war unemployment has
to be faced. That, as the banker from Buffalo sa1d
is the thing to be avoided.

But indusery is helpless. - Industry is nothing
more nor less than a coilection of business, large and
small, engaged in making and selling things for the
gratification of human desires. Those things are
made for use. To talk of making things for profit
rather than for ose is absurd. If things are not use-
ful, they won’t be bought and they can’t be sold,
and there will be no profit.

Things that entet into trade are always made for
use. Otherwise people would not buy them. And
when they do buy there is a profit for both parties
to the trade, If each party did not get something
he values more than he values the thing he gives up,
there would be no trade. Goods are always made
for use and there are two actual profits in every
trade.

But industry cannot sell goods unless people have
the money with which to buy them. Idle men do
not have the money and there is nothing industry
can do about it,

Unemployment, aside from being stupid and cru-
el, -1s completely unnecessary, It arises only because
men in their folly and ignorance have wandered
away from Natural Law. 'They have denied the
existence of Natural Law, or they have believed it
could be flouted with impunity. Mo more tragic
mistake was ever made, As Oscar Geiger has writ-
ten:

“If there is one principle more ihportant than
any other principle in the economic affairs of men,
it is that the Earth is the birthright of all mankind.
and that all have an equal right to its use; and if
there is one violation of Natural Law that is more
devastating in its consequences than the vielation of
any other Natural Law, it is the pnvate ownership
of land.” :

There is just one body of men that can end un-
employment without disturbing cur democratic sys-
tem of free enterprise. That is the lawmakers, Let
them comply with Natural Law by enacting man-
made laws providing for the collection of economic
rent in liew of the multiplicity of taxes which now
oppress labor and restrict enterprise. Such a change
would make all the idle and inadequately used land
in the country immediately available for use.

The result would be akin to that described by the
old-time Georgist in his story of the mythical is-
land. “'Imaginz,” he would demand of you, “what
would happen tc employment and wages in- this
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country if a fertile island, half the size of the United
States, zhould pop up out of the ocean, and any one
who liked could be transported there instantly, and
could take up, without cost, all the land he could
use.”’

The old-timer would have you there, of course,
for a moment’s reflection would show that in such
a happy event unemployment in this country would
disappear and wages would rise sharply, while in
the new island it is obvious that there could be nei-
ther unemployment nor low wages.

The lawmakers could, in effect, bring such an
island into existence, end unemployment and raise
wages, by the simple expedient of shifting taxes
from labor products to land values. Then the law-
makers could take the further step of abolishing ali
tariff barriers and trade restrictions—since both par-
ties to every trade benefit, the more we can trade
the better off we are—and we could trade freely
with all the other nations of the world. Having
done those two things, the lawmakers could rest on
their laurels a while for they would bhave done away
with the principal causes of unemployment and war.

C. 0. 5,

Brickbats and Bouquets

“There never was in the world two opinions alike, no more
than two hairg or two grains; the mOSt u.nlversal qualiity is
diversity.”

ON ANOTHER PAGE in this issue of The Iree-
man we print some of the letters to the editor which
have been received in recent weeks. We only regret
that space limitations prevent our printing them all;
as a group they are distinctly stimulating, interest-
ing and provocative, None was quite of the “Dear
Sir, you cur,” variety, although there were a couple
of near. misses; nor did any exhibit the transparent
sham of the man who wrote to a correspondent, "I
return your insulting letter unread.”

Among our readers are some who object to our
views on the war others think our attitude toward
labor is wrong; still others are not angry but just
tetribly, terribly hurt.

While the bouquets, naturally, are more soothing
to the editorial self-esteem than are the brickbats,
the protests, mevertheless, are a source of grattfica-
tion. They prove that The Freeman is read by per-
sons who do not readily abandon their convictions,
And that is good. We are publishing this paper for
the quick, not the dead.

C. 0. 8,
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The Right of Property in Land*

Many years ago the present writer
incautiously entered the ring with
ap ardent single-taxer, He was car-
ried out uncomscious, but uncon-
vinced, and never since has repeated
the mistake. Awmong his friends are
not a few followers of Henry George
who perpetually tempt him to tread
the rosin with them. Occasionally
he feels the instinet of combat stir-
ring in his old bones but it never
quite runs away with his discretion.
QOne reason for this is that he is un-
sure that he understands the pogi-
tion of the George disciples well

‘enough to focus the matter upon its

esgence, clearing away all the rest.

*This, ne doukt, is his own fault, dbut

being equipped as he is with a mas-
gsive and comprehensive store of ig-
norance generally, he has not been
conscious of enough physical incon-
venience to make him bone down to
the bedrock of this particular contro-
versy and thoroughly inform himself
thereupon. It has occurred to him
that, instead of donning frunks and
gloves and climbing through the
ropes for a fight, he might usefully
take hig seat in the back row of the
class-room and appeal for enlighten-
ment at the hands of the teacher on
that which seems to him to be the
fundamental of the matter—namely,
property right in land.

The “right of property” is not ab-
solute, any more than is any other
right. All rights are conditioned in
fact, conditioned, indeed, by them-~
gselves, which is mecessary for the
sake of order, The simplest exam-

‘ple of this conditioning is furnished

by our traffic regulations, and the
principle exemplified by these ap-
plies to the whole rights structure.
This being conceded, what this writ-
er would like to kpmow is whether
the George gospel recognizes the
game order of property ‘rights” in
the case of land as in that of other
property and that the difference be-
tween it and the others is merely
one of conditioning, or whether the
right of property in land is of a dif-
ferent order, independently of condi-

By THOMAS F, WGODLOCK

tioning., This I8 probably a clumsy
way of stating the question. An-

other way to put it might perhaps

be to ask whether 2 land owner's
dominion over his land differs in
kind (apart from its conditioning by
the rights of other land owners)
from the dominion that we concede
to owners of other kinds of prop-
erty, and, if it does, what pwincipie
it is that determines the difference.

In his present (and to tell truth
his normal) staie of lazy ignorance
of this matter (as of most other
matters) this writer has supposed
that it turned wpon the ownership
of remt, that is, the return which a
land owner can exact for the use by
someone else of his land. This rent
fixes the “value” of the land in the
market. He has supposed that the
George gospel denies to the owner
of land the full ownerghip of its mar-
ket “value”’ on the ground that a
portion of that value is the creation
of the community within which the
land iz situated.

For example, this writer under-
stands that the land across from the
Bank of Englarid in Princess Street,
London, fetched a sum eguivalent to
gome -$25,000,000 per acre, when one
of the large banks acquired it for its
new building. Similarly, he is in-
formed that a reconstruction of the
Charing Cross bridge over the

Tha.:rhes would have entailed a cost
of some $44,000,000 for the land re-
quired for the approaches. Ie as-
sumes that the George gospel would
deny the right of the owners to any
such *“value.” What he would like
to know ig the principle upon which
it would fix the ‘“value’” to which
the owner was entitled as a prop-
erty right. How much is right; how
mach is too much; wiy? )
Also, ofl is discovered on an Okla-
homa farm which makes its market
value, say, $10,000 per acre, for
which the farmer paid §10. Wheo
“gwns” the difference between the
310 and the $10,000 and why?
These are not intended as trick
questions. 'This writer is well aware
that he ought te dig the answers out
for himself by study of the George
gospel and the writings of its com-
mentators. But time is fast running
out on him, and there ig much yet to
learn about many other important
things, and he throws himself upon
the sympathy of his Georgian friends
and asks them to help him out. And

‘he particularly appeals to his friend

J. R. M, of San Franciseo—who in g
postcard message recently received
demanded of him: “Tell us just what
is ‘Capitalism.’”

* Reprinted by permission from the
Wall Street Journal, New York, May 22,
1942, where this essay was published In

Mr. Woodlock's edltorial page column,
“Thinking It Over.'

Funda_mentals. of the Land Question

By WILL LISSNER

Over the past decade or so the
present writer has had the good for-
tune to make the acguaintance, and,
he hopes, the friendship of several
ardent single-taxers, properly so-
called. If he has never been carried
out uncouscious from an encounter

with one of them, as Thomas F.

Waocdlock delightfully reports he has
{in his colummn in The Wall Street
Journal of May 22}, it is because, as

"an admirer of Henry George himself,

he received greater mercy than the

clect can be expected to show to the
gentiles. Besides, he learned many
years ago a very useful panacea that
soives such situatioms, particularly
when the argument is running
against you. You simply look bored.
Like a cup of cold water dashed up-
on an over-playful dog, the hored
look, the present writer has found,
quenches the ardor of even the most
faithful of disciples.

Now dwindling to a handful is the
group of George's followers who Saw
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in the single, proporiionate land
vaiue tax the universal panacea £or
all social ills. The present genera-
tion of George's followers is more
interested in effecting better under-

standing of the economist’s contri-~

butions to the social philosophy of
ethical democracy, the social philos-
ophy of moral progress through the
extension of democratic freedom.
Yet it must be admitted that the
ardor of those who gloried in pa-
nacea-mongering has dccomplished
much more toward making George's
distinctive ideas generally known, in
some fashion, than the enthusiasm
of the modern Georgist which is
tempered with gualification. And it
must also be admitted that while
such qualification is a more faithful
reflection of George's own approach,
and ariges from the greater famili-
arity of present-day students with
George’s complete writings, and with
the pertinent literature of economics
and sogiology, it has tended, as a
reaction from the exaggeralion of
tie panacea approach, to minimize
unnecessarily the importance of the
solution of the land guestion in the
abolition of poverty, absolute and
relative, amidst plenty, actual and
potential.

Along Mr. Woodlock has come {o
remind the modern Georgist that the
land question is the focal point of
George's system of ideas. And to
make apparent to him, in a most
charitable way, thai the Georgists
ghare with most other cohesive
groups a common failing; they speak
in so sectarian a language that an
honest observer, like Mr. Woodlock,
canpot be sure he understands their
position. For this the followers of
Henry George, old-line Single-taxers
and preseni-day Georgists alike, owe
Mr. Woodlock a double debi Al
whe cherish the memory of Henry
George might well repay the debt
by seeking to define, in terms any
honest observer could understand,
the meaning of the land guestion and
its solution.

Language, of course, is an imper-
fect medium for communicating ide-
a3, Metaphysics and tbe other di-
visiong of philosophy seek to reduce
the imperfection by using terms

from several languages, and partic-
ularly the classical ones. The mor-
alist, thus, encounters less difficulty
—but only somewhat less—than the
economist who, largely, must con-
tent himself with the vulgar tongue.

The term “Jand” illustrates ideally
-the difficultics that besel the econ-

omist.

The Biblical writers lived in an
agricultural age and land, to them,
consisted of the fields where crops
were grown for sustenance and ex-
change. The geat Christian teach-
ers of the patristic period livéd in
an economy where fields and mines
and wooedlands yielded sustenance to
men; these they considered land.
wue fertile field, the accessible mine,
the lush wood, &ll these were the
bounty of nature, free gifts to man
for his sustenance., So these teach-
ers drew the inescapable conclusion:
these free gifts were intended for
all men.

Modern systematic philosophy
dates back to the Schoolmen who,
on the hasiz of the patristic writings
and of the earlier attempts at sys-
tems, developed, among other things,
a theory of right eonduct, a theory
which we, today, divide into individ-
ual and social ethics. Under the me-
wleval system, based, as it was, on
the closed economy of the manor,
there was social conirol of the use

_pf fields and mines and woodlands,

as well as of some houses and some
roads. This social control was in-
adequate and thousands of persons
were outside or driven from the ma-
norial economy. But by reclaiming
the wagstelands of Europe, as many
did under the leadership of the mo-
nastic orders, they found fields and
mines and woodlands that were free
to them.

Thus to the Schoolmen aeccess o
the *“land” in the sense, for exam-
ple, of the field, was not so pressing
a problem as access 1o the manor
as a whole, The “land” question did
not appear tc them in as naked a
form as it had appeared to the
prophets during the struggle for jus-
tice in Israel. Hence they consid-
ered “lan@” along with houses, tools,
machines, animals as the material
goods of the earth and these, they
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taught, were created by God for all
men and should flow equally to sil,

From the time of the Schoolmen,
with certain unique exceptions, phi-
losophers have tended to lump the
resources of nature which are free .
gifts to men together with the prod-
ucts of man’s labor applied to such
regources. But meanwhile the eco-
nomic system we know as capital-
ism developed,and with it there came
into being prices and markets and
the organization of production and
exchange. The social controls of the
medieval system over the ownership
and use of land, as well as other
things, were scrapped. TFields that
were naturally fertile, or naturally
adapted to man-designed fetilization,
or that were near the habitations of
other men, or near to markets or
roads or other means of access to
markets, or were desirable in other
ways from social and economic con-
giderations, acquired owners. The
philosophers, from the time of the
Bchoolmen until’ the rise of iiberal-
ism, had denied that the right of
ownership in land or any of the othe
er material goods of the earth could
be absolute. But under liberalistic
capitalism absolute private owner-
ship of Iand as well as other things
became the faet, even if it never
quite became the law.

What George and his anticipators
noticed about this process was that
many men were denied their right-
ful share in a portion of these fields. .
To acquire a space to cultivate for
their sustenance, these landless rmen
had to impale themselves on the
horns of a dilemama. Either they
paid other men for permission fo
work upon “owned” fields, or they
went beyond the pale of the econ-
omy and the socieiy to reach fields
so undesirable, socially and econom-
ically, that no one had botbered to .
take title of ownership to them.

George noticed this, first, with re-
spect to fields, agriculiural land.

“Then he noticed that it applied to

dwelling sites, fo sites of commer-
cial enterprises, to sites of indus-
trial establishments, to mineral de-
posits, woodlands and even {espe-
cially in our day of soversignty over
waters and over the means of actess
to than) te fhe smea. He noticed
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that rain and air and sun were free

“until they acquired the social con-
notation of climate, when they ac-
guired a value with respect to the
site they blessed with their presence
or cursed with their absence. °

Another fact George noticed was
ihat, in the economy we call capi-
talistic (by a guirk of language, for
the economy preceded the appear-
ance of enterprises bhased upon the
employment of large capitals), com-
petition for the ownership and use
of the products of men’s labor ap-
plied to land usually resulted in the
multiplication of such products on
the market and the cheapening of
their price. But competition for the
ownership and use of fields and sites
and deposits and woods resulted in
the
such land on the market and the
heightening of their price.

Still another fact CGeorge noticed
was that the market process, as far
as land was concerned, involved the
sale of titles, rather than the thing
itself, and the titles were not mere-
Iy bills of sale but guaranties by so-
ciety, through its creature, the
State, of the prerogatfves and per-
guisites of ownership., S0 he discov-
ered that patented technologibal pro-
cesses had the same experience in
the markel as land. In our day the
list hag been extended of the things
which obey market laws similar to
those obiaining for natural resources.
George generalized the fterm “land”
to mean all socially-limited economic
opperiunities that are not man-made
in origin.

The fact that “land” may mean
a patented process that has no rela-
tion to site or field or depesit tends
to confusion, it is frue, but the think-
ing man has to do the best he can
with the linguistic toels that he has
Understanding these things to be
“land,” and such things like houses
and tools, the products of man's la-
bor applied to land, as “capital, the
Georgist attempts to distinguish be-
tween “land” and “capital” but still
he ingists that it be recognized that
the field to which the farmer has ap-
plied manure, but nothing else, is a
mixture of “land” and “capital” For

- ather property,

diminution of the smounis of

‘opporiunity.”

when the Georgist speaks of “land”
he is thinking of a place to cultivate,
a site to work upon, as man found
it. - Usually he talks ahout ‘‘bare
land” to avoid this confusion. But
‘“‘bare land” is an entity that usually
exists only in ecomomic analysis, not
in the well-developed economy.

When the follower of George
speaks of landed property as being
different from other property, he is
thinking of a right to own a social-
1y limited economic opportunity that
is not man-made in origin, The right
10 own such property, he believes,
differs in kind from the right to own
The value of such 2
right, the measure of the economic
advantage its possession gives to the
owner over and above that which he
would receive from the possession
of an ecconomic opportunity that is
not so limited, such as fields beyond
the pale of the economy and the so-
ciety, he calls ihe economic rent.
Three principles are involved. First,
that this kind of property is indis-
pensable if & man is to live and to
susfain himself; it is an “economic
Second, ne man can
claimn that his lahor produced if; it
is “matural”” Third, it is limited in
& sccial and economic sense, a site
in a civilized society, a scarce de-
posit; it is “socially Mmited.”

Thus the Georgist calls for the =so-
cial appropriation of the Tull eco-
nomic¢ rent of land not merely be-
cauge the community created a part
of it but because the socio-sconomic
process created all of it and no sin-
gle owner any of it. But to avoid
confiscation—unless abnormal condi-
tiong make it necessary—ihe Georg-
ist would approach full social ap-
propriation gradually, over the pe-
ricd of capitalization. To explain
how this can be done would take
too much space, but it can be done.

Hence no categorical angwer can
he given to Mr. Woodlok's questions
about hiz examples unless one as-
sumes that the gradual introduction
of the device had heen completed.
With this assumption, it can be said
{hat whatever of the $25,000.000 per
acre paid for the Princess Sireet
banking site wag paid for improve-
ments in or on the land helonged to
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the improver or his assigns; that is
all to which he is entitled, in eco-
nomics or morals, as a property
right. Similarly, all -the owner of

‘the Charing Cross bridge Improve-

ments was entitled to was the value
of his improvements in or on the
land. The same goes for the farm-
er; the difference bhetween the $10
and the $10,000 per acre of his Ok-
lahoma farm (as well as part of the
$101) belongs fo society.

Mr. Woodlock gave two English
exaraples and one American one. It
iz a pity he did not mention, say, a
Welsh farmer. For the laws of Eng-
land reserve to the crown, which is
to gay the people of England, the
ownership of any oil deposits that
may be found in the realm, on the
ground that no Welsh or Gklahoma

farmer created the current demand

for gasoline and other petroleum
products or, milions of years ago,
started the.process that results, in
our day, in an ¢il pool.

Oklahoma

To give the Welsh or
farmer a single dollar of the $9,990
involved is to say that he Has a
right to bargain for the highest
price he can get if he can get away
with stealing what -is, clearly, a free

gift of nature and its author, not
merely to the pecple of England or
the United States but, hecause of
the unequal distribution of natural
resources over the world, to all hu-
mankind, Brifish law prohibits this
with respect to o¢il land. One day
all law will prohibit it, I hope, with
respect fo every type of land. For
all types are Iimited either physical-
1y, as oil, economically, as agricul-
tural land, or socially, as sites, or in
combinations of these conditions.




The Freeman, June, 1042 J 17T

Labor Unions and Stnkes

By HENRY WARE ALLEN

e

B R

In the opening chapter, “'The Spirit of the Times” in *‘Public Rela-
tions for Business” by Milton Wright, published by Whiitelesy House,
New York, occurs the following, “Henry Ware Allen, writing for The
New ¥ork Times on the plight of the businessman, has this to say,
“yHis income i3 guaranteed by no one, his enterprise is hased upon
faith that square dealing and hard work will provide the necessary
funds with which to iake care of his weekly pay roll, his ofher ex-
penses, and a modest living for himseif, Yet this most useful mem-
ber of society iz coniinttously treated by soclal reformers, by legis-
lators, and by the law itself, as though he were an snemy of society,
and ke is penalized accordingly.

“The average buginessman is dencunced as greedy for not paying
higher wages and salaries; he is condemnad by the social reformer as
an expensive middleman whom state socialism would dispense with;
ne iz stigmatized by the politician as an econoemic royalist whe is get-
ting more than his share of the nation’s weaith; he iz penalized with
heavy taxes upon his merchandise, his. sales, his profits, his income
and for his occupation,

: “He is put to heavy expense for the advice of specialisty in saving
as much as possible of his property from robbery by the complicated:

income Lax; he is made to collect and to remit without compensation
the heavy state income tax with which his business is penalized, while,
by a combination of labor agifators and politicians, he iz subjected

ulated.”

to labor strikes and his hours of labor and his scale of wages are reg-

* The increasing fregquency in recent
years of labor sirikes together with
unreasonable demands upon employ-
ers makes the calling of strikes a
serious matter. In the year 1941
mere than 4,000 strikes are reported

" to have been imposed upon the pub-
‘lic. In the early days of labor

unions the sole object was to pro-
tect the members from unjust treat-
ment by employers upon the prin-
ciple that “the imjury to one is the
concern of all” And this involved
an admirable loyalty of union mem-
bers to one another. In nearly every
instance public gentiment was nat-
urally with the strikers. '

-In recent times, however, la-
bor unjons have made use of new
sources of power and have become

ageressive rather than defensive in-

character. By the estabiishment of

-powerful lobbies at Washirigion the

voting strength of labor unions com-
bined with huge campaign contribu-

tions has been hartered to politicians’

for such legislative favors as the
wagher Act and the National La-
bor Relations Board. In this way

a new era of class antagonism has
been engendered.

The working man has had good
reason to believe that he was not
getting the wages to which he was
justly entitled. He bhas observed
that with the great increase in the
power to preduce wealth resulling
from labor-saving machinery and
improved methods of transportation
his income has not been correspond-
ingly increased while the army of
unemployed has steadily grown.

In most cases where strikes have
been called it has been assumed that
the employer was getting more than
his share of industrial profits and
that therefore he could afford to pay
higher wages if forced to do so; and
where strikes have been successful,
this contention has been sustained.

' When it has been possible, the prices

of manufactured articles have been
advanced o correspond with this in-
creased cost. But it must be rve-
membered that by the force of com-
petition the manufacturer’s profit is,
as a rule, reduced to the minimum

and that this result of competition

forces many bankruptcies. In other
words, it may be stated as a gen-
eral truth that the beneficent ef-
fect of competition provides the sale
of manufactured products to the

" public’ at actual cost, the manufac-

turer's or merchant’s profity amount-
ing to nothing more than reason-
able salaries.

Wages are fixed by the imexorable
law of supply and demand. If there
are more jobs than Workers,' wagesd
tend upward; if there are ‘more
workers than jobs, wages tend down-
ward. The only legitimate way to
secure higher wages is, therefore, to
produce those conditions wherein
there are more jobs than workers.’
This will satisfactorily sclve the

~ wage question and without strikes.

Wages are not fixed by employers,
labor unions, or properly by legisla-
tion. When the principles of polit-
ical econciny are understood and
made use of by our legislators, the
problem should be solved. To se-
cure an increase in the wage scale
by means of labor strikes involves
the use of force in the place of rea-
son and with consequent injustice
to all those workers who are not or-
ganized and to the consuming public.
Working men are not to be eriti-
cized for the favors which have been
handed to them by politicians. The
blame for this rests sguarely upon
those members of Congress who have
voted for the unsavory legislation.
It has come %o be the practice of
Congressmen, to exchange favors
with one another by voting for meas-
ures of doubtful character in order
to secure support for similar legis-
lation demanded in their own dis-
tricts. By that methed hills provid-
ing special privileges have been
passed that would never have besn
adopted on their merits. It is pos-
sible that this evil might be reme-
died if Congressmen were epabled to
vote on such matters by secret bal:
1ot. .

We have applied the time ]ionoted
adage, “The king can do no wrong”
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4o oiir own government, confusing in

that way man-made law with nat-

~ural law. In consequence of this as-
umptmn ‘the power of union labor
has been greatly increased. .The
placard exhibited in a recent strlke
in Detroit which carried the legend,
“Three departments of the Govern-
ment are with us,” indicated the in-
_creased power which labor unions
were able to exert.

It will be remembered that labor
_unions were given complete author-
ity in the fixing of wage scales at
the recently held World's iFair in
New York City. TForeign exhibitors
were not permitted to make use of
the men whom they brought here to
erect their exhibits but were com-
pelled to engage union ‘labor men
to do the work at excessive rates of
pay wiile their own men stood idly
by. This put an unnecessary ex-
pense upon foreign exhibitors of
many hundreds of thousands of dol-

lars, and the fact that this ouirage-

has provoked so little protest is an
indication of how thoroughly we
have been blinded to considerations
of justice in such matters.

Irregular practices of union labor
men which can only be classed as
racketeering, frequently legalized by
" Congressional action and enforced by
federal officers, have taken place in
practicaily every American town and
city and have heen amply recorded
by newspaper and magazine articles.
Most serious of all have been the
maritime strikes on the Pacific coast
causing losses of upwards one humn-
dred million dollars, which lesses, if
resulting from bombardment of San
Francisco by an enemy, would have
caused instant retaliation, but which
were complacently accepted by the
American public without protest.
One of the -commonest and most
outrageous forms of legalized rack-
eteering has been the compelling of
. employers to rehire undesirable men
" who had heen dischargd and to pay
them wages for the intervening time

‘of idleness, from the date of their.

discharge of reemployment.

¢ Another law which viclates a prin-
ciple of constitutional rights has been
heavy fines upon employers for pro-
viding employment in excess of the

legal Ymit of 40 hours per: week.

‘The blame for these outrages rests_.

prrmar:.ly with  the Congressmnal
legislation which made them "legal

The. cloged. shop, which prohibits the...

employment of any excepting mem-
bers of a cerfain union, which com-

‘pels the employer to collect labor

union dues from every man and to
discharge from employment any man
who objects to such deduction from
his wages, is essentially at variance
with the liberty which is supposed
to be guaranieed by the Constitution
and therefore not to be tolerated in-
a, free country. Nevertheless it is a
matter of record that when the Fed-

eral Ship Building and Dry Dock

Corporation refused agreement to
the closed shop for their plant the
government compelled surrender of
its ‘management to federal officials.
The Ford Motor Company while
agreeing to the closed shop did so
under protest and by compulsion of
the National -Labor Relations Board.

The suggestion has been made
that where profits are exceplionally
large, a5 may be the case with the

. ‘manufacturer of munitions at the

pregent time, this-extra profit should
e shared with employees as exira
wages, but this suggestion is not a
valid one based upon scund reason-
ing. There is no legitimate relation
petween wages and profits. In a
mining camp the same wages are

_paid by a company which is making

a profit of thousands of dollars
weekly as are paid by the unsuc-
gessful company which may be los-
ing a similar amount, and in the
wil fields a certain scale of wages is
paid to oil drillers regardless of
whether the well proves to be a pro-
ducer or a dry hole. TIf labor is {o
share in profits, then, to be consist-
ent, labor should work without
wages when there are no profits and
should econtribute its proportionate
share toward any loss sustained.
When a business of any kind finds
that it has had a specially profitable
year it may decide to pay bonuses
to its. employees purely as a gesture
of good will, but this cannot be man-
datory. It is purely a gratuity, a

" generous gift.

ATl history proves that it is futile

‘to his best advantage.
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to atternpt to provide prosperity by

‘legislative fiat, also that the grant-

ing of spemal legislative favors to
one class of citizens at the expense
of all other classes violates the foun-
dation’ principles of democracy. and
jg certain to lead to trouble. Rates
of wages and hours of laber can be
properly controlled only by compli-
ance with natural law in harmony
with correct principles  of govern-
ment. In fact, as was well stated
by Buckle in his History of Civiliza-
tion, every true reform Is secured
not by the enactment of any new law
but by the repeal of bhad legislation
previously enacted.

When a man now joins a labor
wnion he dons the cloak of special
privileges at the expense of all non-
members. Of course, he may do this
with the best of motives. The very
fact that he is a working man indi-
cates that he is a good citizen. He
jg animated by the right kind of
selfishness. He wants to get ahead
in the world, he wanfs to provide

‘the best possible income for his fam-
_ily, and be wants to provide for his

own old age. He follows the line
of least resistance in -adopting the
nsual methed o secure these things
But he is
mistaken when he assumes that cap-
ital ig the emeniy of labor, that ihe
employer is the enemy of the em-
ployee. However he is as wise as -
the average citizen. ’

Political ecomomy is as exact
a. science as is any other science,
current assertion to the conmtrary
notwithstanding. In .every . public
library and in-the library of every
college and university may be found
textbooks -“which demonstrate pre-
cigely how all of the advantages of
labor-saving machinery and im-
proved metnods of transportation

‘may be translated into commensu- -

rately increased wages together with
complete absorption of unemployed
labor into industry. = Fortunately
those who have given the problem
thorough consideration know that by
simple compliance with natural law
and the repeal of bad A man-made
laws the future is full of promise for
the wage earner.
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| The Process of Seeing .

Isaac Newton, sitting under & tree,
is said to have been hit by a falling
apple and ag a consequence to have
discovered the law of gravitation.
In recent years, speakers and writ-
ers on ecponomic subjects have not
been hit by falling apples bult by
econiomic watermelons, yet they
have not been able to see why pov-
erty increases with advancing prog-
regs. Why this blindness?

Because individuals see what they
know., What iz not known is not
seen. The eyes after all are noth-
ing but a transmitter., TUnless the
mind can conceive a thing, the eyes
do not see it. Within the convolu-
tions of the brain are the mental fil-
ing cabinets in which are filed away
experiences, knowledge and habits.
If in the mental file on esconomics
the information is scant or errone-
ous, the individual vision will be lim-~
ited accordingly. R .

At a summer hotel, prior to the
nresent war, three men were en-

"gaged in g discussion of current

events. We will call the three Pro-
fessor Nomic, Professor Philos, and
Mr. Plain Citizen. Both Professor
Nomic and Professor Philos held

‘that it was necessary for citizens
to revamp their ideas to fit a.
changed world, that we must have

economic planning with social con-
trol, and that private property must
give way to human rights. They
claimed, moreover, that we must in-
crease the functions of government,
as only government has the resources
and the power fo solve economic
problems, and that if industry can-

not provide work, government must.
Mr. Plain Citizen quoted Henry

George: *Take any couniry as a
whole, or the world as a whole. On

what and from what does its whole .

population live? Despite our mil-
Hlions and our complex civilization,
our extensions of exchanges and our

inventions of machines, are mnot all-

living as the first man did and the
last man must, by the application of
labor to land.”

Professor Nomic here remarked

By H. ELLENOFF

" that he could not see wherse Henry

George’s statement applied today,
singe we are living in a “machine
age” and all cannot live on the land.
"Mr. Plaih Citizen -quoted Ienry
George again: “In the simplest state
of which we can conceive, each man
digs his own baii and catches his
own fish. The advantages of the di-
vigion. of labor soon became appar-

ent, and one digs bait while the oth-

ers Tish. Yet evidently the one who
digs bait is in reality deing as much
toward the catching of fish as any
of those who actually take the fish.
So when the advaniages of ca.noes
are discovered, and instead of all go-
ing a-fishing, one stays behind and
makes and repairs canoces, the ca-
noe-maker is in reality devoting his
labor to the taking of fish as much

as the actual fishermen, and the .

fish which he eats at night when
the fishermen come home. are ag

truly a product of his labor -as of

theirs. And thus when the division
of labor is fairly inaugurated, “and
jnstead of each attempting to satis-

‘fy.all of his wants by direct resort

to nature, one fishes, another hunts,
a third picks berries, a fourth gath-
ers fruit, a fifth makes tools, a sixth
builds huts, and a seventh prepares
clothing--—each one is to the extent
‘he exchanges the direct product of
his own labor for the direct product
of the labor of others really apply-
ing his own labor to the production
of the things he uses—gs in effect

‘satisfying his pariicular desires by

the exertion of his particular pow-
‘erg; thai is to say, what he receives
ne really produces. If he digs roots
and exchanges them for venison, he
is in effect as truly a procurer of the
‘venison as though he had gone in

chase of the deer and left the hunts-

man to dig his own roots.”

At this point DIYrofessor Philos
asked to be enlightened further on
Henry George's first mentioned quo-
tation. '

Mr. Plain Citizen replied as fol-
lows: “In spite of the ‘machine age’
and the ‘chemical age’; in spite of

radio and: airplane, in gpite of all the
accumulated knowledge in the arts

‘and sciences, life today bagically is

the same as in Adam’s day.

" “Phe life of man may be compared
to an acorn taking root; tirst there
is a tiny seedling, then a young tree,
then & mighty tree strengthened by
every storm, living out its potential-
ities of heredity and environment,
which, when its time comes, crashes
to the earth and mingles again with
{he elements whence it came. Every-
thing animate and inanimate on the
crust of this revelving sphere re-
solves to earth again.

“Time passes,’ is a commen €v-
eryday expression. Though clocks
check off the seconds, minutes,
hours; and calendars -the days,
weeks, months and years, is it time
that passesy Time is, was and aver
will be.”

Mr. Plain Citizen then explained
that private property and human
rights were synonymous.  “Were wa
to ask ourselves the meaning of the
word ‘slave,’” he said, “Would not -
our answer he ap follows? (a) A
mar whose body is not his own but
belongs to a master; (b) A man

" who has no human rights; (¢} A

man who has ne property rights.
“Now suppose we ask ourselves:

What lis 2 Tree Man'? Would not

our answer be (a) A man who has

"a right to his own body; (b) Hav-

ing a right to his own body, he has

a right to the mind in that body;

(¢} Having a right to his own body,
and his own mind, he has a right to
the results of the labor of that body
and that mind—property; (d) This
property bding his, it is private -
property.

“Therefore, man, a human being,
not a slave, possessing humaxn rights,
has a right. to his private property.

‘Human rights and private property

rights, therefore, are one and in-
separabls. Without the right to pri-
vate property there cannot he free-
dom. Without freedom there cannot
be human righta.”

(Concluded on page 183)
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= Reprinted by permission of the aathor
from The New York Times, May 16th,
1942, where this article was published a8
a leiter to the editor,

The United States Supreme Court,
-on May 4, declined without opinion to
review the case of Odell Waller; col-
-ored sharecropper, convicted of first
degree murder in the shooting of his
white farmer landlord during a quar-
rel induced by Waller's attempt to
get his share of their wheatl crop.
Colored people regard this unex-
‘plained refusal as just one more evi-
dence that when white people speak
of fighting io preserve freedom, they
mean freedom for their own race. '
It is particularly gratirying, there-
fore, to learn that Waller's counsel,
John F. Finerty, is about to petition
the court for a rehearing, and that
an amicus curiae brief will also be
filed with the court on behalf of the
National Association for the Ad-
vancement of <Colored People, the
American Civil Liberties Union and
other organizations, and such promi-
nent citizens as Dr. Henry Sloane
Coffin, presideni of the Union Theo-
logical Seminary. In such a case
the court, it seems to me, should be
mindful of the late Mayor Gaynor's
great dictum, “We must act not only
- with justice but with the appearance
of justice,”

Waller pleaded self-defense. The
only eyewitness to the shooting was
a colored boy of 18, in the employ
of the slain man's family. This wit-
ness refused to talk to the defense
attorneys after the shooting. At the
irial he testified that Waller, after
a friendly conversation in which Da-~
vis fold him he would gel his wheat
soon, shot Davis in the back as he
turned to go to breakfast.

Against this testimony we have
2Odell Waller's story, which fits
much more logically into the known
pattern of Oscar Davis's repeated
mistreatment of the Waller family.
Waller testified that Davis refused
to give him the wheat, cursed him,
and reached for the pocket in which
Waller . had known him. to carry a

By JOEN DEWEY

gun. In fear of his life he shot Da-
vig; - and- the-defense contends rea-
sonably encugh that the first two
ghots hit Davis in the side of the
head and on the arm, their force,
coupled with his attempt to flee,
whirling him arcund so that the sec-
ond two shots hit him in the back.
It is hard to believe that Waller
would have shot a man with whom
be had just had a friendly conversa-
tion. Moreover, reliable [Negroes
who know the South insist that it is
incredible that any colored man in
that region would give testimony
against a white employer’s interest,
in a white man’s court, after a con-
ference with a white prosecutor.

Not only the credibility of the tes-

timony is in question. The case al-
so involves the constitutional right
of an accused person fto be tried by
a jury of his peers. The Virginia
Constitution makes the payment of
a $1.50 poil tax for three consecu-
tive years the tfest of a citizen's
qualification toc vote, a provision
which the present Senator Carter
Glass, at the time of its adoption,

frankly stated was intended to dis-

franchise Negroes. In effect it dis-
franchises more white people than
colored, and is widely resented. The
lists of gualified voters are common-
ly used in making up the lists of
gualified jurors. Thus Odell Waller,
a colored man disfranchised by pov-
erty, was convicted by z jury of
white wvoters, fen of them farmers
employing sharecroppers. On this
basis his attorney contends that he

\'%
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Two V__ictims\. Of Southern Land Monopoly

was denied his constitutional right

to trial by a jury of his peers..

In the public discussion of this

‘tase T have noted the argument that,

since payment of the poll tax is not
in law the condition for jury serv-
ice in Virginia, this contention of
the defense ig invalid. But if pay-
ment is in fact the condition of serv-
ice, as the defenge has proved with
sworn statements, then this argu-
ment is irrelevant and technical.

The Supreme Court, in failing to
state why it refused to review this
case, left it unclear whether it re-
gards a jury of poli-tax payers as
peers of a man disfranchised by pov-
erty, or whether it considers that,
because Waller's young trialattorney
raised the commonly known fact
that jurors are gelected from the tax
lists, without adducing specific proof,
the condemnied man must die solely
hecause of this error. It is vital to -
the integrily of our judicial proce-
dure that the Supreme Court either
grant the petition for a rehearing or
state its reasons for refusing. If it
shall develop that the court refuses
to review the case om the hasis of
any technicality, dodging the issue
of trial by one’'s peers, the effect
3will certainly be to weaken the faith
of the poor-—and especially poor Ne-
groes—in the democratic processes.

And now & word abouf the szoclal
and huwmanitarian aspects of this
case, If iz clear from the record
that both the slayer and the slain
were victims of the economic forces
which for some decades have exerfed
terrible pressure on both white and
colored farmers. The white man was
a debt-ridden renter; {he colored
man, a destiiute shavecropper. As
Jonathan Danisls has put it, “both
the white man and the Negro were
caught at the bottom of an Asmeri-
can agriculture in the South which
gives so little that fighting over it
—maybe even murder over it—ig not
ts he taken as an unexpected result.”

(Concluded on page 187)
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Pioneers of Social Reform in Chicago

By ALEXANDER. GREENE

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

No social movement of our time has had so many men and women
of outstanding chavacter and colorful personality in it as the Georgist
movement. Truly may it be said rhat each soldier in the Georgist
ranks carried @ marshal’s baton in his knapsack; equally truly it may
be said that often he was called upon o wave it, which he did with

noteworthy capacity.

We of the younger generation of Georgists cherish the memories of
these men and women. Their achievements were more than day-by-
day uvictories; they live on in our time as inspirations to us who have
come after. To meet this avid interest of the newer recruits to our ranks,
The Freeman is presenting a series of sketches of the pioneers of the

Georgist movement.

Collaborating with me in the series are a group of distinguished
Georgists, who, in fong careers, have bridged the gap berween the past

‘and the present. The first of them is Mr. Alexander Greene, an old res-

tdent of Chicago, whose work at the side of those he writes abour is

recorded indelibly n the pages of Georgist history. May his fecollec-

tions prompt others to join in this series, and share with all of us the
memocies that have spurred them: on in spite of all obstacles, difficulties

and disappointmentsi

In the period 1896 to 1914, we had
in Chicage many splendid men and
women who did effective work for
zocial reform, yet who were not
known outside this city., We also
had some who ranked amongst the
foremost CGeorglsts of the country.
To name a few, we had Louis T,
Post, his wife, Alice Thatcher Post,
John 4. White, Judge Edward Os-
good Erown, Frederick 5. Monroe
and George A, Schilling., .

Besgides our weekly meetings, we
had a lunch table at a restaurant
centrally located, where. some of us
met daily. Mr. and Mrs, Post, Edi-
tors of The Public, were usually
present and often brought an out-
of-town guest. To impress a friend,
we would invite him to luncheon and
give him the privilege of mecting
our “great.” Mr. Post was always
gentle and patient, no matter how
stupid a visitor might be; but the
same cannot be said of John Z.
White. X the inquirer were a so-

- cialist, or showed a sccialist turn of

mind, Mr. White charged to the at-
tack, his eyes blazing and his great
voice booming around the table, -

V. G. PETERSON

Chicago knows the Posts no more.
Louis Post died in 1828. Mrs. Post
ig living guietly in Washington. John
Z. White is still with us. Today, he
is slightly deaf, but the advancing
years have not impaired his powers
of oratory. His powerful voice can

still fill the largesi hail without the-

aid of a microphone.

To Frederick 8. Monroe ig due in-
estimable praise for his work as
President of the Hemry George As-
sociation ef Chicago, and, more es-
pecially, for taking John Z.. White
out of a printing office and putting
him on the road as a lecturer.  He
held us up for pledges that would

enable him to finance the plan. - His

son, John Lawrence Monroe, is man-
ifesting the same zeal in his work
with the now flourishing Henry
George School of Chicago. He, too,

‘has mastered the fine art of extract-

ing momey and work from people
withoui causing them a gense of loss.
For twenty years Mr. White trav-
eled, filling lecture engageiments
procured for him by Mr, Monroe.
He spoke to legistatures, Kiwanis

-clubs, to church groups and to many

other orgamizations. He had the
distinction of bheing “egged”’ while
speaking in Missouri; but the eggs
were fresh and, next morning, he
breakfasted on one which had fallen,
unbroken, into his pocket. B

One of our dearest associates was
George A. Schilling, He lked to
tell that he was formerly a cooper.
He wag self-educated and well edu-
cated, one of the gentlest of men,
of a religious nature but not a mem-
ber of any denomination. M™any of
our -people were -without religions
ties, and when they died Schilling
would officiate at the burial and
“make a few remarks.” For that
reason we called him  ‘“Pastor
Geerge.” The story goes that in his
early days he was an anarchist,
Once, walking along the street, he
stepped upon a banana peel and fell,
His days as an anarchist ended. As
he picked himself up he decided
there should be encugh government,
at least, to prevent people from

‘throwing banana sking on the sgide-

wall, He took up sociailsm, but he
was foo much of an individualist to
remain long in that camp and soon
became a Georgist, and a great cred-
it to the movement.

Bchilling had friends in all kinds
of society. The Labor Unions trust-
ed him; he was welcome in the of--
fices of fbankers and other big busi-
ness men. He was an intimate friend
of John Peter Aligeld, Governor of -
Ilinois, and had known the anar-
chists upon whom responsibility was
fastened for the death of several po-
dicemen in the Haymarket riot; but :
nobody knows o this day who threw
the bomb. Governor Altgeld was
petitioned fo pardon those who had
escaped hanging and were in prison,
many influential business men being
in the long list of pelitioners. Mr.
Schilling used to velate how he
plea.ded with Aligeld fo sign the
pardon. The Governor listened, say-
ing nothing, pacing the floor of the
executive mansion. .

(Continaed on page 186)
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The recent passing of Francis I
du Pont removes from the American
scene g figure long prominent in fi-
nance, chemistry and economics.
Member of the well known Delaware
family of that name, and former di-
rector of E. I. du Pont de Nemours
& Co., Mr. du Pont at the time of
his death was active head of the
New York Stock ¥xchange firm of
Franecis I du Pont & Co. and Chis-
holm & Chapman. ' :

Though he wag the holder of more
than one hundred patents, the best
known having to do with the manu-
facture of smoleless powder and a
minerals separation process, and
though his brokerage house was one
of the more important firms in Wall,
Street, Mr. du Poni will he remem-
bered by Georgists chiefly for his
writings and activities in the field
~ of economics. ’ '

Mr. du Pont showed in such of his
printed works as “Rural Flectrifica-
tion and Farm Land Taxation” {(in
which he collaborated with the pres-
‘ent writer), “Artificial Scarcity of
Farm Land,” and “Constructive Crit-
icism of Henry George’'s Progress
and Poverty,”* a good understand-
ing of the iniguities of land specu-
lation and a high respect for the
philosophy of Henry George.

According to the du Pont thesis,
“Agriculture is the one occupation
which cannot be over-manned. Where
there is land, men can produce what
they need for the life of their hodies.
Where men can help each other—
exchange services—so much more
can be produced that some men can
be free {o engage in other occupa-
tions, such as carpentry, making
clothing, etc. ‘This can only ke done
when enough are engaged in agri-
culture to feed those who pursue
nen-agricuttural occupations.”

* The latter essay was the sgource of
the former; it wag Mr. du Pont's last
study. The former conglists of extracts
from the critique, made with the author's
congent, and sent in Fehraary, 1942, by
The Benjamin Franklin Research Socisty,
_of which the writer is secrstary, to five
hundred leading busineéss men.

' By WILLIAM E. CLEMENT

Mr, du Pont held that “the aboli-

tion of poverty and the wealth and
greatness of our nation depend up-

on the free availability of agricul-

tural land and mnot upon anything
else.” When accessability is de-
nied or restricted, “instead of the
natural advantages making for easi-
er living and sgelf-supporting home-
steads, what ‘happens is that all
theze advantages give value to land,
which ig then held out of use in hope
of a greater valve. This bansful
disease of civilization is referred to
as ‘an investment,’ and thrifty per-
sons are encouraged to ‘invest’ their
savings in land, not for homes or
farms, but to ‘get a hoped-for en-
hancement in value.”

In Mr. du Pont's view, “The whole
guestion of cities should be left out
of congideration. Land wvalues in
cities are no part of the social prob-
lem. They are mainly only an index
of the crowding which resulis from
the artificial scarcity of farm land.
1 do not mean that cities should be
carefully preserved as havens for
speculators in land, but only that
they are not the province of the re-
former. Hverything connected with
cities will take care of itseli, or ra-
ther will be adequately managed by
persons who never think of the so-
cial problem.”

To correct the evils inherent in
lang speculation, “All that would be
necessary would be to destroy the
hope of profit in holding land.
Farms and farming communities
would then grow rapidly and would
draw the unemployed away from the
cities and make them self-respecting
and loyal citizens. The increasing
demand of these peopie for things
other than the product of farms
would usher in the greatest indus-
irial agle ihe world has ever sesn.”

Teo attain the desired end, this sci-
entist, financier and ecopomist pro-
posed that “laws be passed forbid-
ding any owner of land, who became
an owner after the laws were passed,
to sell land at a higher price than
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that: paid.  Improvements could be
sold at cost to replace, less deprecia-
tion. As to present owners, let each
of them name a price which he will
accept in case he sells. Let him put
this as high asg he wishes and de not
permit. the price he names to be used
in any way as a basis for ifaxation.
If he sells at a lower price, then this
will bind the new owner as the lat- .
ter’s maximur, Let there be no re-
strictions upon the amount of rent
an owner may ask from a user. Fer-
mit no lowering of the scale of tax-
ation now falling upon land.”
Concerning the advantages which
would result from the appleation of
his proposal te bring idle and inade-
guately used farm lands into produc-
tion, Mr. du Pont wrote as follows:
‘“The development of electrification,
road building and other services so
necessary to improve the lot of the
farmer will proceed naturally, and,
where land conditions are approxi-
mately the same, will radiate out
from centers where these services
are available. Costs to all concerned
wiil be reduced ay the necessity for
passing unused farm lands with ex-
pengive roads, power lines, pipe lines,
ete, to reach scatiered users, will
disappear, and a closely built-up,
well served farming section wili take
1itg place.” - [
The only ones who would e ad-
versely affected by the du Pont
plan would be “the land owners who
refuse to cooperate, try to hold more
land than they can use, or stand in
the way by asking an excessive price
or rent based on anticipated profit.”
In the du Pont analysis, “Social
unrest and present day treads to-
ward socialista and commumism (ex-
ercises in futility, as all history
proves) spring from that which is
not produced at all rather than from
‘unequal distribution,' as claimed by
demagogues and scheming politi-
cians. The total amount which own-
ers of land recelve, Over expenses
and taxes, is relatively small, and
were it divided among the popula-
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tion, the amount per capita would
not be enough to raise their status
appreciably. In other words, the im-

- plication (erroneously)} has been that
the loss to society due to our busi- .
ness and land system is equal to the .

gain by land owners, business men

and industrialists. ' s
“In reality, this devastating loss

to society and seat of cur present

trouble is not what the land owners

and business men get, but that
which, by reason of the nullification
of the law of increasing returns, is
not produced at all
call the “Physiccratie” principle un-
hampered, 3¢ much could and would
be produced that poverty would he
impoessible. ‘The unieashing of this
powerful force for good is therefore
an essential part of this proposal.
The great land reformer, Henry
CGeorge {and present day idealists),
have failed to make this clear, al-
inough George undoubtedly under-
stood it. In failing to make this
clear, fGeorge unconsciously allied
with himself many who are actuated
mainly by envy and jealousy of those
who are successful.

“In saying this I must not be un-
derstood as referring to the Single
Tax fraternity—those who, for true

With what I

patriotism and love of their fellow-
men, have recognized George's work
as the best analysis of the social

‘problem which has. yet appeared.”

Mr. ‘du Pont was careful, however,
to point out that “It is not my de-

‘sire to pick flaws in the reasoning

of the great writer, George, but only
to indicate how it seems to me the
work which he began over sixty
years -ago can be advanced toward

' making our nation the strongest and

wealthiest of all, and the shining ex-
ample to other nations. To do this,
the errors which I think have pre-
vented the recognition of his great
ideas must be pointed out as well
ag the brilliant possibilities which he
saw so clearly.”

Francis 1 du Pont was born in
Wilmington, Delaware in 1873, the
son-of Francis Gurney du Pont and
the former Elise Wigfall Simons, of

_Charleston, 8. C. His famous ances-
tor, Pierre Samuel du Pont de Ne- -

mours, was one of the little group
te whom Henry George . dedicated
“Protection Of Free Trade” in the

following words:

“To the memory of those illustri-
ous Frenchmen of a century ago,
Quesney, Turgot, Mirabeau, Condor-
cet, du Pont, and their fellows, who
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in the night of despotism foresaw
the glories of a coming day.”

This elder du Pont, by the way,
came through the shadow of the
guillotine, being saved only by the
death of Robesplerre. When his
house was destroyed by a mob in
1779, he came to the United States.
Thomas Jefferson asked him to pre-
pare a scheme of national education,
which he did in 1800. His son, Eleu-
there (from the Greek, meazning lib-
erty or ireedom), founded the pow-
der mill at Wilmington which ucder
his name—¥. I. du Pont de Nemours
& Co.—has grown to be one of the
greatest industrial organizations in
the world. :

¥ £ *

With such a background, it iz not
surprising that ¥rancis I du Pont
became a student of Henry Gecrge,
though Georgists will regret that he,
like his famoug ancestor—though
with lests excuse since, in the earlier
day, the agriculiural economy was
all brit universal-—failed to grasp the
solution of the protlem of poverty
amidst plenty in its entirety.

‘The Editors.

(Continued from page 179)

Mr. Plain Chtizem added that man .

has been on this earth millions of
years, government only a few thou-
sand years. Man as man is there-
fore wiser than government. “What
is ‘government 7’ ” he asked his hear-
ers, and answered, “nothing more
than ‘management’ -— the people’s
management.” ‘

Hearing the dinner bell, Mr. Plain

Citizen concluded his discussion with
the following guotation from Henry
George: ‘“Why is it that there are

men who canncl get employment? |

Did you ever stop to think what a
strange thing it is that men cannot
. If men can-
not find an employer, why can they
not employ themselves? Simply be-
canse they are shut out from the
element on which human labor can

adlone he exerted; men are compelled ..

to compete with each other for

wages of an employer, because they

have been robhed of the natural op-

portunities of empioying themselves;
because they cannct find a piece of
God's world en which to work with-
out paying some other human crea-
ture for the privilege.”
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What of this National Tncome we
hear so much about and read of so
mich in. the papers? Who makes
it? Who gets it? Where does it
come from?

Why bhoys don’'t you know? That's
the yearly feast the workers provide
for the quality, the rich and well

- born as they eall themselves, the un-

titled aristocracy of the Nation, ocur
(land) lords and masters. Them's

- the fellers asg git's it.

Who makes it? Why, the work.
ers who make sverything that is
made, who have from the bheginning
of time made all things and who
will continue to make all things to
the end of time. It's a law of Na-
ture, if you know what that is, a
Iaw thoughi up, provided and pro-
mulgated by Almighty God when
He made the carth and set it ago-
ing.. These are the first laws; en-
acted and devised by divine wisdom
for human heings, backed by divine
aunthority and not one jol or title
of them has been lost, abrogated or
repealed to this day. They comiain
the first precedents, the best pre-
cedents, the ruling precedents that
make all law, supreme court or no
supreme court.

Our supreme court may ignore and
antagonize them, but no maiter.
There ig a court that recognizes and
enforces them in utter disregard of
man made laws. These laws of Na-
ture are the laws of God and if the
laws 0f man do not coincide and
mesh with them so much the worse
for man and his laws, as we are just
now having overwhelming evidence.

Where does the “national income”
come from? Why, from where all
the wealth that ever wae and is now
came from, and where all the wealth
that ever will be must come from—

the earth, the land, in its economic,

sense, which includes all its- surface
and sub-surface, the abmosphere
with its feathered life and all the
forces it contains, the waters of the
earth and all that inhabit them, its
vast products and high-ways of com-

Who Gets It?7

By E. W. STIFFEY

merce, all the advantages, resources
and opportunities that the earth
contains, A grand provision for the
race, “Enough for each, enough for
all, enough for evermore.”

God created us and gave us the
earth; that is our portion, that is all
He gave us. Evidently He consid-
ered that to be amply sufficient for
our temporal maintenance and sal-
vation for all time. I have never
found nor has anyone elge ever
krnown the Lord to go wrong at any
time or to make a miscalculation. I
still put my faith in Him and this
(ld Deal and consider it if honestly
and faithfully administered the best
deal that could be devised, infinitely
superior to the much vaunted New
Deal.

A great many people ignore the
land question and consider it unim-
portant. But the Creator must have
attached supreme importance to i,
when He created human beings and
outfitted them for all time with the
land; just that, nothing more. Our
relation to the land is our primary
controlling, all embracing econoimic
relation. It is ocur dwelling place,
our storehouse, the source of all
wealth, of all and everything that
enters into our lives. It is the fount,
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the reservoir of all employment. If

- yvou should run aeross any form or

variety of wealth not a product of
land you will be in possession of the
eighth wonder of the world. If you
bave a job or can gel a job where
vou will not work upon the land
with materials drawn friom the land
vou can take a place above that of
all earti’'s philosophers and ‘wise
men.,

Sc our equal ﬁght with all others
to live upon and use the earth is a
paramount right. We are land ani-
mals, Without this right we have
no business here at all. We are
aliens and trespassers. We have
somehow landed in the wrong place.

As all wealth comes from the land,
those who own and have dominion
of the land have a controlling infla-
ence on the Natiom's income, both
as to its production and its distri-
bution. By their conirel of re-
sources they can and do expand and
contract production. They may not
deliberately plan and enforce these
expansions and contractions of pro-
duction but in the exercise of their
powers and functions they will some-
how, comtract production when it
pays hest to do so and vice versa.

“WE QUOTE”

“I'he most valuable lands on the globe, the lands which yield the highest
rent, are not lands of surpassing natural fertility, but lands to which a sur-
passing utility has been given by the increase of population. .. And where
value seems to arise from superior natural gualities, such as deep water and
good anchorage, rich deposits of coal and iren, or heavy timber, observation
alse shows that these superior gualities are brought out, rendered tangible, *
by population. The coal and iron fields of Pennsylvania, that to-day are
worth enormous sums, were fifty years ago valueless. , . The coal and iron
beds of Wyoming and Montana, which today are valueless, will, in fifty years
from now, be worth millions on millions, simply because, in the meantime,
population will have greatly increased.” ¥Progress and Poveriy, pp. 242-43.

According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, 1939, mining in Montana em-
ployed 14,575 men and paid $25,718,000 in wages. The principal mines of
Anaconda Copper are there. In 1934 the toial mineral production in Wyo-
ming was $27,640,000. Oil surpassed coal and in 1923 the oil production
alone was §$48,900,000. Since that time, howsever, the oil wells have heen.
giving out. :
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CREVOLT IN ARCADIA

By Goésis Larssen

New York, American Publishers, 1942
159 pp., $2.00

Under the guise of a fantasy for
~children, Gosta Larsson, a Swedish
American who gave us “Qur Daily
Bread,” has written in “Revolt in
Arcadia” a folk-tale of the coming
of the land reform to a Graustarkian
kingdom that will delight readers of
all ages. It is the story of the wood-
cutter's son who is taught slipper-
making and economics by the Moun-
tain King, a benevclent wood-sprite.
The boy is called, as a wmaster slip-
permaker, tc attend the foot-sore
King of Arecadia, and he uses his art
to correct more than fooi troubles
in the stricken Kingdom. '
How the slipper-maker rids the

country of soclal-economic malad-
justment and then wins the hand of
the King’'s charming daughter is told
with whimsical humor and the sim-
plicity that lends sincerity to the
fantasy. When the slipper-maker
succeeds to the throne, utopian con-
ditions reign in Arcadia, and the lov-
ers, from a balcony, see the rays of
the sun cast an ‘aura about the abode
of the Mountain King.

« Reloved,! he spoke. ‘Beloved
. .. the way of life I am trying to
teach people will not soon find
many followers. . . There are other
nations to be won over to the
Truth. There are many millions
all over this Earth, devoid of hap-
piness, toiling withoul hope, grop-
ing in the dark’

“g¥e will fight for the Truth,'
ghe whispered. ‘You and I—to-
gether, .~

“One day’ (he murmured) ‘all
Mankind will be liberated and free.
One day ali the races upon Harth
will be united in a Coeoperative

Commonwealth, And there will be

eternal peace.’”

In, the troth of the lovers, he who
has not lost the simple faith of child-
hood in the good and the true and

the beautiful will join. As in “The
Story of My Dictatorship” and most
other fiction inspired by Henry
George's social philosophy, the ten-
ets of social philogophy in Mr. Lars-
son’'s book are given in conversations
and gpeeches; thal is, hiy message
ig preached. Will the average read-
er heed? Perhaps, for the story may
carry him through the preachments.
Indeed, the human sympathy and the
child-like simplicity of “Revolt in
Arcadia” make it an easier fale to
follow than Williain Morris's “News
from Nowhere! While the great
work in social literature (if ever we
have any on the order of Tolstoy’s
“Anna Karenina’) will be devoid of
preachment, this shortcoming is one
that has been survived by all fhe
great utopian writers, from Plato
and More to Samuel Butler and
Morris, and so we may hope that
Mr, Larsson’s work, like that of Beh-
rens and Singer, will be relished be-
cause of, as well as in spite of, its
message. “Revolt in Arcadia” is a
welcome addition to Georgist litera-

ture.
W. L.

LAND, LABOR, AND WEALTH
By Ellen Winsor and
ERebecca Winser Evans
The Caxton Printers, Lid.,
Caldwell, Edaho
In the preface to “Land, Labor,
and Wealth,” Ellen Wingsor and Re-
becea Winsor Fvang, the authors,
draw on Albert Jay Nock’s “Journal
of These Days” for the following:
“Jome day, if we can only keep on
going to pot, we may find it worth

while to learn what rent is, and in-

capital and labor.

i85

terest, and wages, and why; what
capital is and what monopoly; what
the three factors in production are;
and what laws govern the distribu-
tion of wealth among monopoly,
I would bet my
head that you could take this list
of gquestions from one end of Wall
Street to the other, and into every
college and university in the coun-
try, and not find ten persoms in the
whole lay-out who could answer
them properly to save their soculs
from ‘Tophet.”

Thug for the lead-off, and an ex-
cellent beginning it is, foo, of this
slender handhook of economic terms,
crammed with excerpts from hers,
there and everywhere, The old Free-
man coniribites this as the first dei-
inition in the opening chapter: “Land
means ail natural résources; air, sun-
shine, water-power, timber, minerals
—yhatever, in short, comes to the
human race ag a free gift,” which,
for clarity and conciseness, would be
hard to beat.

In the chapter on Labor, we find
the following from that brilliant old-
timer, William Marion Reedy, as
gquoted in the old Freeman:

“The remedy of the future is a
universal, aot a class, remedy. Tt is
the change in fundamental econom-
icg that will keep up wages by puli-
ing down the bars to opportunity.
This will provide more jobs than
there are men. ‘There will be no
need of unionism as we now RKnow
it. This can onky be done by the un-
locking of the earth’s resources to
free utilization by all who ars wiil-
ing to work. Untax everything but
the land values created by severy-
body and held by a few. Let the
only title to land be that of use.
There will b2 no land then held out
of use for spectilation on other men's
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need of it. Rent will not eat up
wages. An ¢conomic equilibrivm w1
be established. There will ke no
strikes nor threats of strikes; and
there will be no plutocracy owning
men’s jobs and charging for access
to them. There will be no labor
“question because there will be no
land question.”

On Free Trade, we find this by
Louis F. Post in The Public: “The
unhampered exchange of products
drawn by the labor of free men from
unmonopolized natural resources—
this iz Free Trade.”

A neat definition of economic rent
iz attributed to “Authority un-
known,” and reads as follows, “The
sum paid for the use of the inherent
capabilities of the soil.”

"The Single Tax,” according to the
©old Freeman, “is a tax upon the s'te-
value of land; not upon its use-value
or its superficial content, All other
forms of taxation, direct or indirect,
are abolished. There is no tax up-
on industry or the products of im-

dusiry, ie., upon wealth, or, specifi-
cally, upon that portion of weaith
which is used %o Tacilitate ths pro-
duction of more wealth, ie., capital;
or, again specifically, upon labor.
There is no tax of any kind upon
enterprige.”

The authors have horrowed copi-
ously from *“Progress and Poverty”
and “Proteciion or Free Trade?”
Those quotations, of course, will ring
with greater famibiarity fo the stu-
dents of Henry George, while the
veterans in  the movement, who
malke it a practice to read practical-
Iy everything writien on the subject,
will find litile in “T.and, Labor, and
Wealth” that they have not seen be-
fore. The fact remains, however,
that the authors have done & com-
mendable fob. A vast amount of
work must have gone in to winnow-
ing the wheat from the chaff, and
from all the millions of words writ-
ten on the philosophy of Henry
George, much of #{ by unformed and
uninformed amateurs, notable main-
iy for their zeal, fhere was plenty
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of chaff, you may be sure.

The blurb on the jacket of “Land,
Labor and Wealth” informs us that
the suthors “were spirited workers
for woman’'s suffrage and served
terme in the District Jail in ‘Wash-
ington, D. €., during the dramatic
days of the suffrage campaign. They
have been prominently identified with
civic-betterment work. In the sarly
days of birth-conirol movement they
were active in Pennsylvania. As
members of the Amnesty Committes
for Political Prisoners they helped
to secure the releage of such prison-
ers in 1823, Today they believe that
peace and freedom can be oblained
only through sconomic justice.”

Well, these women are on the right
track at last. As has already been
intimated, they have done a bapg-up
job with “Land, Labor, and Wealth”;
it is a work that ought to be in the
hands of every student, teacher, lec-
turer and writer in Georgism.

C. O &

{Continued from page 181)

Then he stopped hefore a portrait
of Lincoln. For g time he looked
at it. “T'U do it,” he sald. He did,
but, not satisfied with merely re-
leaging the prisoners, he told why!

The stery of Altgelt is best told
in “Eagle Forgotten,” by Harry Bar-
nard. This book also pays tribute
to Schilling, who furnished the au-
thor with much of his material, Alt-
geld never declared himself a Georg-
ist, but there was a strong, friendly
feeling between him and our crowd.
In later years he ran for Mayor of
Chicago, but was defeated by that
“peanut politician,” as he called Car-
ter Harrison. The only good dsed
Harrisen ever did was to appoint
George Schilling Presgident of the
Board of Local Improvements. In
that position he had the opportunity
to become a rich man by using the
knowledge his position gave him to
specidate in land values; but he
never took advantage of it, and died
a peor but much loved man.

Another Chicago man who did
gocd work for the moveiment was

Judge Hdward Osgood Brown, one
of the guarantors of The Public. On
one occasion when he spoke for us
he declared dn his low, guttural
voice, “Next to the Holy Roman
Cathelic and Apostolic Church, the
Single Tax is mearest my heart.”

In our Sunday meetings, and at
our banguets, we listened to Georg-
ists from other cities. Many years
age we gave 4 banquet in honor of
Francig Neilson, then a resident of
England. The toastmaster on that
cecasion was Hamlin Garland, the
novelist, Williaza Marion Reedy of
St. Louig, editor of that remarkable
paper, Ready’'s Mirror, was once our
guest. 8o was Bishop Williams of
Detroit. John W. Benough of Can-
ada gave us a “chalk talk” on one
of these occasions, illustrating as he
went along, with sure, deft strokes
on a blackboard. Benough's car-
toons had a pungency of their own.
Among others were John 8. Crosby,
a splendid orator, Joseph Fels, full
of vigor and fire, and Jerry Simp-
son, that clever congressman whom
his critics fried to discredit by dub-

hing him, “Scclkless Jerry.” Simp-
son was a wit. In closing a speech
for us, onee, he said: “Well, good-
bye—I hope to see you agsin some-
time, somewhere—up here or down
there—I have friends in both places.”
Then there was that magnificent
man, Ermmest Crosby, who several
{imes came to Chicago. He was iall,
handsome, bearded, of striking ap-
pearance. Mr. Crosghy was the Amer-
ican representative at- the Interna-
ticnal Court in Egypi, an appoint-
ment for life. But he read Tolstoy,
became disgusted with his position
and resigned it. Before returning fo
America, he went to Russia and met
‘Tolstoy, whe asked him what he in- .
tended doing after he reiurned home.
Mr. Crosby said he had no plans.
Then Tolstoy advised him fo study
and preach the doctrines of the
greatest American, Henry George,
and this he did until his death.
That remarkable woman, Marga-
ret Haley, who fought the Chicago
corporations in order to obtain funds
for the teachery’ salaries, said, in

iConcluded on next page)
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Georgists On The Firing Line

Pvt. 1st ¢l Ely Goldenberg
Prvt. George W. Hansen
Capt. Williamm Quasha

Paul #. Mueller

(Gaston Haxo

Benjamin Roberts

Capt, Henry George Simmonite
Pyt. Viadimir Strach

Pvi. Sidney A, Mayers

Pvi. Paui Wissman

Pvi. Alvin 3, Kraus

Pyi. Carl Zaiz

Pyl Benoit L. Banville
Pvt. Walter Mayhaum

FROM BRANCH SCHOOLS
Pvt. Kenneth Van Tasel
Pvt. Franklin B, Auchy
Corp. Warren E. Ryan
{(Fhiladelphia)

Pvt. James Ronayne
{Chicago)

Pyt. J. J. Levine

Captain Arthur W. Falvey
{8t, Louis)

Pvt., Wililam P. Hanscen

Above are listed the names of
former studentis and teachers of The
Henry George School of Social Sci-
ence Who are now in Uncle Sam’s
forces in ome capacity or another.
Write to them in care of Henry
George Scheol., They are hungry
for letters from their old associates.
Write tc them even though you may
not receive an answer. . Their time
is limited and it is quite possible

i that you will hear from them only
" through this column. Your letters

to them will be promptly forwarded

by the School.

" Gaston Haxo, former director of
the correspondence division and au-
thor of = “Philosophy of Freedom,”
sends greetings from somewhere in
Africa. By now he has ho doubt
been joined by Paul Mueller and
Benjamin Roberts.

Private Viadimir &trach sends pic-
ture post cards from his camp.
Private Maybaum, at the same
camp dreams of a furlough, and
says, “¥f one comes my way, the
scheel is one of the ‘musts’ on my
list. Tt is swell to know that the
school i3 sending magazines to wus
soldiers, and the bowvs in the bar-
racks enjoyed them very much)”

Private William P. Hanson, grad-
uate of the Newark Fxtension,
writes: “The soldiers often talk of
what the world will be like when the
war is over, and they are very re-
ceptive to Georgist ideas of free-
dom.”

Captain Henry dJeorge Simonite
and Hly Goldenberg, the boy with
“the magic viclin and chestnut
curls,” send greetings. That also
goss for Private Arthur Moyer and

Private Paul Wissman. Charles Win-
ter was a visitor to the School on
his recent furlough.

Contact has been estabiished be-
tween Privates Alert Cants and
Sidney Mayers. Mr. Gants hilch-
hiked 62 miles {o see his iriend r.
Mayers. They enjoyed the get-
together and had their picture tak-
en, which will be the first to go up,
in an enlargement, on the bhulletin
board. Other Georgists serving their
couniry in the armed forces are in-
vited to send in their photos.

Private Gants is in the hospital
for treatment of a swollen ankle and

‘infected klisters—whether the result

of the hike to Fouisiana is not clear.

Private Sidney Mayers regrets be-
ing so far from  his friends, Mr.
Mayers, who is in the Army Ailr
Corps, swears that his “outfit ig the
best damn outfit in the whole damn
army.” He finds the espirit-de-corps
excellent, the men friendly and con-
genial, The non-commissioned offi-
cers, he says, are grand young fel-
lows—a far cry from the proverbial
roughneck top-sergeant of the mo-
vies. He c¢loses his communigue with,
“T'd love to hear from you, and, if
you like, send me something—a

2t

magazine, 8 New York newspaper.

{Continued from page 186)

her late years, that if she had her
life to live over, she would devote
it to spreading the message of Hen-
ry George. She was converted by
reading the “Life of Henry George.”

I saw our counterparts in Eng-
land, when I vigited there and made
the acquainiance of many of the ac-
tive Georgists., John Paul reminded
me of Louls Post—ihe same gentle
but forceful character, and Andrew
MacLaren, MP., with his haired of
soclalism, seemed the Emnglish John
7. White., Dear old Frederick Ve-
rinder was much like my American
friend, George Schilling, buf, unlike
Pastor George, a staunch Anglo-
Catholic.

Long ago, 1 learned that the most
deserving pecple are not always the

widest kpnown. There were many
Georgists whom I was fortunate to
know who were mever known far
from their own mnarrow eircle. Yet
I may say that, by and large, the
followers of Henry George have add-
ed more to my enjoyment of life
than any other group.

7L
23

iy

e
Al : :

a,
34
111

(Continued from page 130)
In dealing with this profoundly

tragic issue we must invoke some-

thing better than the law of “an
eye Tor an eye and a3 tooth for a
tooth.” It calls for compassion—
for mercy. If the Supreme Court
shall once more decline to review
Waller's case, 8 plea for commuta-
tion of sentence will no doubt be
made to Governor Colgate W, Dar-
den of Virginia, who has already
shown humanity and a couragecus
disregard of political considerations
in granting {wo reprieves. Because
of this record, one may dare to hope
that Governor Darden will decide
that both justice and mercy can be

_ better served through commutation

of senience tham through forcing
Odell Waller fo pay ihe exireme—

capd irrevocable—penalty.

D |
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The Survival of Liberty i

By STEPHEN BHELL

Few men, I imagine, have criti-
cized and denounced more severely
than I have the post-war policies of
the nations which have at last, as 1
incessantly predicted, resulted in
this second and more terribiz World
War,

Now that this most dreadful of
all wars is nearing the end of its
third year and threatening the over-
throw of what we have regarded as
civilization, shall I or aany other
Georgist disavow fhe uncomplimen-
tary things sald and written afore-
time about the policies of his coun-
try in order to qualify as staunch
upholders and defenders of the cause
of freedom and democracy? 1 gee
no reagon why we ghould. If the
things I wrote In Ooierserce and Fi-

makce during a score or more of |

years were true when [ wrots them,
they remain true now.

If is true that among the “Democ-
racies” there is and has been too
much of lip-service and even hypoc-
rigy in our professed devotion to the
cause of human frecdom, but even
in this we show how important, how
necessary, i¥ our victory in this
“war for survival” We at Ileast
“assume a virtue though we have it
not,” whereas our ensmics proudly
and vehemently flout the very mame
of Freedom, denouncing it as an evil
principle leading to humian retro-
gression and decadence.

Indeed, from their side of .the .

shield, and from their oxperience
with the spurious “freedom’ the na-
tions generally have heen practicing,
there may be some reason far their
seeing “freedom” in that light.

However, that there may be any
hope for a civilization based on hu-
man freedom that the world may
cherigh, depends on the utter and
crighing defeat of the powers ar-
rayed against the principle of Lib-
erty, £o whose broken light we owe
all the real civilization we have ever
had. The prezent lsaders of Ger-
many and Ifaly repudiate and spit
upon her. The Japanese never hnew
her. Bhe canaost live if fhsir- prin-
ciples triumph. ‘Their oaly chance
of survival to guide man onward and
upward to a civilization wortliy of
the name depends upor the triumph
of those who at least nrofess to he
devoted to her.

There has been no time, from the
signing of the armistice that ended
the first world war to the attack on
Poland which desecrated the cente-

nary of the birth of Henry George,

when the nations, or any one of the
greater nations of the earth, could
not have led mankind into real and
permanent peace had it learned from
Henry George the knowledge and
understanding necessary for the job.

It is now our job, in this war for
survival, to do all that we humanly
can to insure the survival of Lib-
erty, even strait-jackeled as she is,
and at the same time enlighten the
nations as to her true value, show-
ing that the awiul! {ribulations
through which we sre passing are
due to our negiect of her,

Truly it is written “The kingdom
of heaven id not taken by storm,”
but it is also writien "Ye shall know
the Truth, and The Truth shall make
yvou freel!”
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of the

Cerrespondence Students

Mapped .

NEW YORK, N. Y.—A map on which
is shown the whereabouts  of students
taking the correspondence course in Prog-
ress and Poverty has been prepared by
Miss Helene Platkin and Mr. Sidney
Bernstein, correspondence course worke
ers ai headguarters of The Henry George

- School of Social Science. The map, on
digplay at the School, shows in a graphic
manner, how correspondence eouwrse sti-
dents are distributed throughout the
couniry. -

Gitt of Rare Books

NEW YOREK, N. ¥.—As a token of her
appreciation of what the School has done
for her, and of the excellent work of her
fngiructors, George Hanson and John
Fnsano, Miss Kathryn Beebe, graduate,
has presented to the school library the
two compiete volumes of “Smith’s Moral
Sentiments, The books, published in 1813,
are a worthwhile addition to the library’s
collection of works on economics,

Banqguet at Chicage

CHICAGO, Tll.—At the annwal banguet
of the Chicage exiension of the Henry
George School of Social Science, held at
the Congress Hotel much of the pragram
was deveted te reviewing the School's
eight years of progress.

Herbert 5. Bigelow, pastor of Peoples
Church of Cincinnati, and former member
"of Congress was the principal speaker.
Francis Neilson, toastmaster, introduced
the veteran Georgist, Judge Jackson H.
Ralston, who had stopped off en route to
Washington in order to attend the ban-
quet.

Max M. Korshak delivered the trea-
surer's report after which forty-three of
those bDresent pledged 3$2,235.50 for the
work of the School for.next year.

Woment's Clubh Flection

CHICAGY, Til.—On April 14th the mem-

bers of The Henry George Woman's Club
held their annual meeting at which Mrs.
Bdward Goedde was elected  recording
seeretary, Mrs. J. P. Buenemann,. {reasur-
er, an Mrs. Amy P. Lewig, defense chair-
man.

PHILADELPHIA, Pa,—Mr, Joseph

Stocloman, secretary of the Philadelphia
school reports that a course in Funda~
mental Beonomies is to be included in the
evening classes of the Public Schools of
the city. ) ’ -

Edi’bed by LAURA BEEST

Selects Georgist Speaker
NEWARK, N. J—Victor M. Reynal, -

graduate of the Newark Extension, in-
cluded a. (reorgist speaker on his program
when he became Prograrma Chairman of
the Optimist Club of the Oranges. His
speaker was 'Teresa McCarthy Witort,
secreiary of the Henry George School of
SBocial Science in New Jersey, who ad-
dressed the members of his club on *"The
Way to” Freedom.”

Commencement in Philadelphia

PHILADELPHIA, Pa~—Commencement
exerciges and dinner of the Philadelphia
‘extension of the Henry George School of
Social $cience will be held June 15th at
the Central Y.M.C.A., 1471 Arch Street,
Philadelphia. °*The program will include
talks by three students. Guest speak-
ers of the evening will be Margaret H.
Bateman, -director of thé Henry George
School in New ¥ork, and Lancaster M
‘Greene, imstructor at the Headguarters
Behook, ’

Faculty Meeting

NEWAREK, N. J—The regular monthly
meeting of the faculty of the Henry
George School of Social Science of New
Jersey was held Thursday. May 28 at 8
M., at 17 Academy BStreei, Newark,
Louis. I. Weitzman, teacher, submitted a
paper entitled *‘Let's Take Stock of Our-
selves” which was discussed sf this meet-
ing. In his paper. Mr. Weitzman sug-
gested that the School examine its ac-
complishments to daie, for the purpose
of finding oui what improvemenis can

e made in the methoGs now smployed.

No Summer Meetings

MONTREAL, Can. ~ The series of
manthly meetings injtiated last December
‘under the management of a committee
headed by Dan McColl, was concluded
for the season on May 15. Mr. John An-
dergon, president of the Montreal Exien-
ston of the Henry George School, pre-
sided. The feature speaker of the eve-
ning was Philip Blackwell, who compared
fres enterprise and  socialism., Several
student speskers alss addressed the gath-
ering, ) }
Summer Classes

PHILADELPHIA, Pa-—Summer clisses
of the Philadelphia Extension of the Hen-

ry George School of Social Sclepce will

‘be held at the Central ¥. M. C, A,, Phila-

i89%

delphia. The summer program will in-
clude special c¢lasses for high scheol stu-
dents. A fund raising campaign is be-
ing inaugurated for the purpose of in-
creasing the number of c¢lassez and es-
tablishing a branch school headguarters,

Final Meeting

CHICAGEG, TL—On Tuesday, June 2, -

the Fellowship Forum will close iis se-
ries -0f monthly meetings with a panel
diseussion of the subjects covered by ihe
various speakers during the season,
Among those who have addressed the Fo-
rum, and who have been invited to ve-
turn, ate Iarry 8, Cuimore, Gecrge Q.

Fairweather, Charleg. B. Fozx, Ceorge
Tideman and J, Edwand Jones.
Speakers Bureau Reports

NEW YORY, N. Y.—Magau: Unold

gave & talk to the Business Men's Club
at a luncheon on May . 6th, ai the 23rd
Sireet Y.M.C.A, In New York, on "“Win-
ning the War and the Peace.” Mr. Unold
urged his hearers io study such matters
a8 association, justice, the obhject of eth-
ics, and the science of sconomics or the

correlation of evidence on man’s assoeia- ¢

tion in producltion and exchange.

Mr, Unold assists Lancasier Greene in
conducting a class in Progress and Pov-
erty at ihe Railroad and Machinery Club
during the tunch hour ¢n Thursdays,

Miss Dorothy Sara, secretary of the
Speakers Bureau, reports that the fol-
lowing falks were given receutly.

o April 20—A,. . McMillan af New Yorkk
City’s Department of Purchase.

May 144, G, Matteson, Jr., at Kiwanis

Club, Bronx, N, Y.

. May Z1--Louis B, Potter at Kiwanig
Club. Bronx, N. ¥. .
- May 24—M. B. Thompson at Church In
‘whe Gardens, Feorest Hillg, T, 1,

. May 28—M. B. Thoinpson ail the Read-
ers’ Association of the New York Fublic
Library, 707 Ehinelander Ave., Bromx,
. Y.

Greene on Opportunities
NEW YORK, N. Y—TLancaster M.

‘Greene spoks on “Opportunities  Make
History™ at a luncheon meeiing of the
Business Men's Club at the 23rd Street
Y.M.CLA., May 13 Secretary Clement of
the “Y*" reported an  unusually large
number of inguiries conceraing the

course in Iundamental economies resulied.

from Mr. Greene's talk.
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Your May 1942 issue is notable for one
thing—the letter written you by Aram
Bashian, ’

When I read your editorials in the
Marsh issue I was disgusted. Again, the
Freeman wag misgsing the boai. From

~an  appeasement point of view the Free-
© man has become a labor-baiter,

Why be-
grudge the laborer the few extra dollary
he can manage to drag out of the great
monopoly-fatted corporations, through his
unions., Bad labor leallers are bad, but
none at .all are worse,

Henry George never begrudged labor
what money it could get. ITdon't wyou
think that the principles of Single Tax

- will find their most enthusiastic support-

ers finally in the ranks of the union?
Aren't unfonn men the greatest number
who are organized and progressive in
gpirit? Yet uz appeal t¢ them, not to
give up their wunions, their wage in-
creases, and their better standards of
Hving, but to enroll them 38 a powerful
wnit in our work.

Aram Bashian iz right.

Brooklyn, N, ¥. Alexander Boardman
T e 2 %

Your change of policy is bitlerly dis-

appointing to a reader more interesied
in cauges than symptoms of chaocs. You
can’'t cure symptoms.—Sorry that the
Freeman has joined the aposiates from
truth,
New York B, A, Parker
# ® #*
* Mr. Baghian shows clearly that he does
not comprebend Henry George’s philos-
ophy. . . He atfacks Mr. Steeie hbecause
hoe thinks that Mr. Steele shows antag-
onism to labor unions. If Mr. Bashian
really knew MHenry George hiz mind
would not be working along the line in-
dicated in his letfer,

On the day before his deati Henry
George addressed s greal gathering of
working men. The chairman of the meet-
ing introduced him as ‘‘the great friend
of labor.,”* On getting up {0 spesk, Hen-
ry George's first words were: ‘I have
never claimed to be a special friend of
labor, Let us have done with this call
for special privilege for labor, I have
never . advocated nor asked for  special
rightd or sympathy for working men.
WHAT I §STAND FOR I3 EQUAL
RIGHTS FOR ALL MEN!”

Mr. Bashian doez not know that Amer-
ican Iabor uniong came into being with
the passing of the fromtier. . . Xe woes

" just

not know that Henry Seorge's economie
plan, carried out,” would producs a con--
dition of more jobs than men and that
under such conditions all would get the

full product of their tcil. When the time
comes {hat men gel the full product of
their toil, then labor unions wiil be un-
necessary. Mr., Bashian dJdoes not know
that poverty is not due to greedy em-
ployers,
a Marxist concept. It is noi greedy em-
ployers who beat wages down to a mini-
mum or bring about poverty amidst ad-
vancing wealth, Poverty and all that
poverty stands for is caused by an arti-
ficial condition which makes jobs scarce
~-gwhich creates a comdifion of more men
than jobs.

Since labor unions function on the
premige that it is the employer thal
beats wages down to a minimum, labor
unions can hever solve the problem of
poverty.

New Tork ., Elenoff

I will admit that you have*brightened
up THE FREEMAN considerably bui I
think you are overdeing it on labor. Why
not point out some of the sins of the
other groups, especiaily the large corpo-
rations?
New York M. Goldman
& ES %

I admire your judgment in publishing
Aram Bashian’s letter becauss itz caus-
tic approach {rustrates dispassionaie re-
ception but generales loathing. Most de-
serving of commsnt was the Ironical
threat of laboring unicns capturing a
democratic government, which to gome
of us is higtorical, not prophetie,

I distinctly remember the culture wast-
ed upen organized labor half a century
ago te propagate “Single Tax.,”” The rs-
suitant failure blighted prospective ex-
pansion for several decades. Leong since
I concluded that we cannet inculcate sci-
entific ecomomics- upon static minds.
Chicago Henry . Rohn

® # &

The May number of THE FREEMAN
has just arrived, and a hasty reading so
pleased me that I was inspired to write
aad tell you so.

Montclair, N. J. Amalia B, DuBois

a [} L ]
I am just reading the May Freeman.
On P. 146, you say ‘‘The deplorable
condition of the world today is due to
one ' thing alone, economic igno-

Al who hold such a belief, hold-
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rgnee.” . . . “The rulers of the world
believe in Malthusian theory, in tariffs,
in power politics . . . encumbered by
such - &2 mass of misconceptions, public
gducation . . . has been a ghastly fallure.””

On P. 147, you say “Nations have got
to stop waniimg to fake a sock at each
ather. And they wil never come ta that
until they learn wha really causes wars.™

With which I am in entira agreement.

But then, on P. 142 you blare out with
a violent contradiction of the above, and
talk just like anyone who had never even
heard of ‘‘Progress and Poveriy.”

1 am ome of those who “prated”’ of war

“mongers, althe I can’t remember hearing

anyone *“‘boasting” of “splendid isola-
tion.”” .

As an intellectually convinced Georgist,
I cannot prostitute my integrity to lip
service to this war as anything but a

_crime against God and man.

Our “Commander-in-Chief”” has beesn
one of the most guilty of economic igno-
rance in all history, But we Georgists
showld turn our backs on the truth and
follow errors!

On P. i63, I, <. Brown algo tfurns
summersaults and cariwheels in 2 noble
but. ridiculous effort to justify war and
taxes. If I were a brand new student of
¥. G. right now, and were being tanght
in such an equivocal fashicon, I would be
disgusted and walk right out.

Mr. Brown was really funny when he
said “We must not permit others who
have even got any inkling of the distine-
tion {6 forget it. We must emphasize
and reemphasize it on every appropriate
oecasion.” And, “To tax capitsl when
there ars still large streams of land rent
flowing into private incomme iz ecomomic
foolishness.” :

I say “War is cconomic foolishness,”

and an hconest Georgist knows it

A Georgist bally-hocing for war ig iiKe
Cortez Christianizing the heathen by the
sward.

T am really sad over your lack of faith
in the power of the truth.

Una E. Miller

. Bummit, N, J.

I have been at some pains to find out
the reaction to The Freeman, and I
think people feel that the policy is prac-
tical without any sacrifice of principle.
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L.think it is more effective than it was
before. I think your program ought to
bring out our qualities of team work.
‘The publication of Progress and Pov-
erty by the Classics is a great achieve-
ment,
ceived it and who need
should -accomplish a iot of good.

La Grange. Il Victor Cronk

"« For the life of me, I cannot see any
direct relevancy in Mr. EBashian's cita-
tions of the N A M., Fegler, Girdler, the
Republican Party, the isolationists, the
abolitionists, Nation’s Business, the Cath-
olic Church, Admiral Maheon, ete., ete.,
etc, Might he noi, with almost equal
competency, have added color and ro-
mance to his ilist by including Alice in
Wonderland, Sally Hand and Mickey
Mcuse? . . . I hazard the opinion that
Mr. Bashian is a Marxist at heart, with
a thin smattering of Georgist philosephy.
His style seems to follow the Marxist
pattern of almoest incomprehensible pseu-
do-dialectics, semi-hysieria in making ac-
cusstions, and the intclerant, demanding
spirit of bureaucracy.

Brooklyn Emanuel Gettler

= & *

I was jusi about to write and coﬂapli-
ment you vpen the fine May issue of the

I know of people who have re-:

it hadly. It .  thousand pereent

imonths, but I would nct print such let-

Freeman when I came to the “Letters
to the Editor’” and read Mr, -Bashian's
tirade and your quite inadequate, almost
disinterested comment upon hiz letter.

I think the Freeman has improved a
in the past three

ters without giving them the label they
deserve, The man who wrote this letter
has never gained a clear understanding
of the philosophy of Henry George. The
fact that Henry George ran for office on
a laboer ticket has no bearing on the case,
In the first place, in those times unions
had not reached the point where they
could jeopardize the rights of the indi-
vidual. And, further, George although
a member of a union, taught that indi-
vidualism, not collectivizm was the ruote
to freedom. Ower and over he stated
that the finest cooperation could be
achieved through just competition.

Mr. Bashian iz a socialist, bul appar-
ently does not realize it. TLabor unions
are but units of the collectivist move-
ment, the uwltimate goal of which i# some
form of socialistic government, with in-
dividual rights abscrbed by the State.
The Single Tax seeks to give unto the
State only that which belongs to the
State and to keep for the individuals who
compose the State those things which Na-
ture's Law has endowed them with,

The only manner iz which union mem-
bers can be helped to a better livelihcod
iz through the abolition of the faxes that
now take half of their production from
them. This neither they nor their lead-
ers have the inielligence to understand,
nor ig there any possibility of teaching
them the road to their salvation so long

i

&8 they cling, as Mr. Bashian does, to the
will-o-the-wisp, collectivist ideology.
Erie, Mich. ’ R. L. McCaig

L I

Your editorial, “‘Georgism in the Fight
for Freedom,”” might have been written
By any person trying to protect himself
from suspicion that he was not a “loval”
American. It might even have been writ-
ten by an office-holder of the federal
government, or by a would-be-office~
holder. The editorial is nothing but the
usual twaddle we are used to receiving
from ordinary newspapers and from ra-
dio orators—if we are so0 foolish as to
be inflieenced by such organs.

Of 'what avail all the efforts to edu-
cate the young if they are to accept your
absurd reasoning. Georgists, if anybody,
know the causes of all wars, and we are
supposed to declare them, but not to ac-
cept them as inevitable.

Chieago, Il Alexander Greene
* * ® ’ :

I congraiulate you and your readers on
the marked improvement in the appear-
ance and substance of your last (April)
issue. Thke article, '"When the War is
Over,” by John C. Lincoln, ig the best
Y1 have read in months—mnot that it icils
Single Taxers anything new, but it iells
the uninformed so much that is new to
them, and tells it so clearly, This ar-
ticle ism worth publishing thre¢ or four
times a year.

My long-iime criticism of single {ax
publicationg is that their langwage goes
over the head of the man on the. strest,
and is not needed by the iniliated,
Asghkosh, Wis. John Harrington

You're In The Army

The Henry George School has in-
augurated several new services for
our hrother Georgists who are rep-
resenting us in the armed forces. A
cémplimentary issue of The Free:
man will be sent to each of them
monthly, wherever they are. A ro-
tating lending library of light read-
ing, the hooks being
graduates, friends and teachers, will
be at their disposal. We will pub-
lish shortly a list of the hooks on

hand and copies of the list will e’
mailed to Georgist soldiers, sailors.
From that list a man.
will make a choice of three or four -

and marines.

books, which will he forwarded to

him. When read, books are to be re--

turned promaptiy so that they will

donated by -

be available for the next applicant.

As will bhe seen, this service will
require a goodly mumber of books.
All Freeman readers and friends of
The School are asked to help. By
this means we hope to keep alive the

contact bhetween the men in the serv-

ice and The School. In every letter
received so far the plea has been
for reading matter. They would al-
so Hke to have the Sunday editions
of all New York newspapers. Why
not volunteer to send your discarded
Sunday paper to some one on the
list printed on this page? Please
advise The School of the name se-
lected and the paper to be sent in
order that duplications may de
avoided.

Now!

Cooperating in this work are Miss
Vivienne Bosco, our illustrator, Mrs,
Sylvia Wiren, and Mrs. Edith Shep-
pard, operator of the school cafe-
teria, Incidentally, Mrs. Sheppard's
offer of a free meal to each visitor
in uniform still holds.

The Henry {Ieorge Schools of So-
cial Science in other cities are invit-
ed to send the names and addresses
of their members in the armed”
forces, to be included in The Free-
man's news colymns. Tt is suggest-
ed that the branch schools inaugur-:
ate a similar bock and news service
for Georgists in the fighting serv-
ices.




JUST AMONG OURSELVES

HEN some one offers you something for
nothing, it is time to yell for the police.
Us:;uaﬂy, but not always. There are exceptions.
One exception haz to do with knowledge, or i
might be better to gay education, A lot of knowl-
edze may be gained, a lot of education had, with-
out cost. Monetary cost, that is. Digging can-
not be avoided. You have got to dig for an edu-
cation, even when it is frea.

Any number of educational institutions cifer
their courees free, or virtually so. The great
majority of these, of course, are supported by
taxes, and are nol therefore actually free. Oth-
ers operate completely without state or Munici-
pal support. These, generally, are ingtitutions
which are laboring for a “cause,” whose aim it
“is to spread enlightenment concerning some $0-
cial or economic prograra which they believe is
indispensable to the making of a better world

Tt is not ihe purpose of this piece to name
names, but if vou will search the pages of “The
Fresman” with a fme tooth comb it is more than
likely that before you come to the bettom of this
page—that is where you are importuned for
hesven’s sake Lo pay-up yvour Freeman subscrip-
Hon—you wiill find a clue to the identity of a
certain educational institution which falls with-
in the latier group.

Financial support of this institotion comes

FHEN

3

[LEPRYEE P TEECEIEET] PEEIRFLTIESELIERIS L ERRE IO FEEELERE LA LY

THE FEEFMAN CORD Eﬁ&@ﬁON

30 Hast 29th Street, Wow York
Fellow Freeman!

Sure T'm behind you. Enclosed find ..., .. for
which you will send THE FREEZMAN for iwelve
monkihs to the names and addresses altached.
{Rate: One vyear—iwelve issues—3$1.00. Group
subscriptions—five or more—30 cents each.)

Name .....

Address ciiveri i P R R [
Algo, send the FREEMAIN for one year to
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from students, graduates and friends, who he-

lieve that what it teaches is of tremendous im-
portance to the social and econoraic weil-being
of mankind. As to that, it would be hard to de-
ny their claim, for the theme of their educational
program is moval progress through FREFKDOM.
The purpose of this school—you've got to find
out ils name -is to teach freedom and how it
can he used to build an ethieal, democratic social
order.

The people backing this school are Georgists.
There is another clue for you, if it is net too
subtle, Georgists, like many other Americans,
are highly vocal and opinionated. As to certain
things—freedom and the two necessary steps to
its attainment-free trade and land value faxa-
ticn—they are in complete agreement, but as
to the methods by which the two steps are to he
achieved, opinions differ greatly.

Some Georgisis believe in political action; oth-
ers say it has been fried and that it falled. Some
—indeed practically all—believe in a school, but
there are many minds as to teaching methods.
Some favor correspondence courses, some the
class room method, and some both,

Many are strong for organization, particularly
an organization that will hold school graduales
together and keep them working in the move-
ment. ~ The eonfrary view iz that such organi-
zations create more problems than they zolve,

Some (Georgists want a periodical like The
Freeman. Others want 3 pericdical that is met
like The Frecman—definitely not. (Fancy that!)
Still others want ne periodical at all.

It is the considered opinion of this staid and
completely unbiased jowrnal that the school—
tco bad we can’t disclose its identity—is a great
institution; that The Freeman is doing the best
it can and will spare no effort to make itself bet-
ter, for which there is plenty of room, finally,
that Georgists, with all their family differences,

are a swell bunch of people.

THE BEDITORS




