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‘Trace to their root all forms of tyranny
~and enslavement, all the widespread curses
‘that the world over have degraded and em-
-bruted men and m_ade the masses but hewefs
‘of wood and drawers of water; ask how slav-

‘ery, setfdom, cannibalism, private property
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in land and national debts came to be; how

‘savage supesstitions were engendered and

how the slavish reverence for ruling families

‘and classes bhas been developed and perpetu- -
ated—it wili be found to be war and prepa-
_ratmm for war. — Henrv Geotge.__ _ ‘
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~ Realpolitik

HE Germans always have a prefix for it. In
. terms of experience, Realpolitik is merely
-+ an etymological dress suit for the gangster-
ism: “Get while the getting is good.”
QGrah-politics, a. more descriptive term, ig po-
litical action based upon immediacy rather than
on principle. Present advantage is its own jus-
tification and moral standard. To gain such ad-
vantage, it is right to lie, to steal, to kill. Any
ethical inhibition is indicative of decadence,
- his rationalization of unprincipled social ac-
tion is not indigenous to the Nazis. It is neces-
sary to the doctrine of Statism, even in the em-
bryonic form characteristic of “democracies.”
Moral standards are applicable to individuals
only. A community cannot be good or bad.
‘The State is an impersonal idea, and as such
it is as devoid of scruples as a robot. When the
reality of this impersonal thing is accepted, all

standards . which are associated with pérsons .

must be dropped. A. robot cannot be brought to
trial; it has neither free will nor responsibility.

“'he State, then, being a product of power and
having for its purpose the extension of its power,
establishes the only guide by which this purpose
can be achieved. And that must be to take ad-
vantage of any opportunity which the exigency
of the day presents. If in the exercise of that
purpose it tramples upon the liberties which men
* have wrested from it, there is no recourse to

such assumed absolutes as human rights because
that would be endowing an impersonal thing
with personal atiributes.

When people create the State-idea in their
minds they do so because it seems to them to be
an instrument for their personal betterment.
They wish into it a moral purpose. In the in-
ternal affairs of the pation, therefore, the vil-
lainies of the State are ¢lothed with a cornpound-
ed: ethical standard: the-ultimate good of the
whole community. = . .

In international - affairs even that semblance
of morility disappears, and Realpolitik comes in-
to its own, For here is the field in which Btate
meets State and no holds are barred. The stand-
ard of action is expediency, to which even the
resirictions of signed contractual obligations
must give way. Diplomacy is the art of duplicity.

Realpolitik is as old as gangsterisin, from
which the world has never been free. But this
term has been embroidered in recent years with
4 rationalization which has its roots in the cyni-

cism of prevalent social and -ecottomic thinking.
In this view there are no absolutes, no basic
principles, no natural laws, no guide posts to di-

rect thought or action, History is construed as

& sequence of sccidents which are the weather

vanes that reveal the divection of the winds of
our desire, not the test fubes from which eternal
verities may be learned. Indeed, it is asserted
that there are no such verities.

“This off-hand denial vf the possibility of prin-
ciple, in spite of the air of pontifical wisdom
with which it is pronounced, i merely an evi-
dence of defeatism. Its logic is this: since in the
past so many guide posts of social thinking have
led us up blind alleys mone can be dependable.

fow far would we have come in the physical
sciences if investigators had been as cowardly
and had sought refuge in a similar vacuum?
Indeed, their progress has been the result of
secking principle in accident, of seeking mnew
principle when accident proved the former one
undependable. Explaining accident by accident
never occurred to them.

The dietum of no absolutes has wrought par-
ticular havoe with the science of political econ- .
omy, reducing it, in the way it is taught, to a mere
hodge-podge of words. And yet, because this
science deals with the very human problem of
getting a living, the motivation accounting for
this confused state should be apparent.

Tt should be obvious that the getting of a liv-
ing by the political means must be distinguished
from the getting of a lving by the ecomomic
means. - Also, that the one is at the expense of
the. other, and persistence in it must result in
gocial maladjustment.

But -that reasoning brings us to principles .
which are obnoxious to. those -who, through the
mechanism of the State, get their living vicar-
jously. It is to their interest that honest inves-
tigation be discouraged. A o

As a result of such suasion the science of po-
litical economy has hecome a conglomerate mass
of nothingness, from which it cannot emerge be-
causge its oracles brazenly declare it must he 0.

Therefore, everything and anything goes, and
the only measure of the desirability of any course
of social action is attainment of an immediate ob-
jective. Immediacy i§ the ordér of the day in
ouir internal economy, and Realpolitik is its ex-
pressiont in interndtional affairs. '
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On F landers Field Agam

ALL SOLDIERS killed in battIe must have a Val-

halla; that is their compensation for having died
in vain.

In the baunts of the ghosts of Attila’s hordes
loud must be the guffaws and cynical their sneers
these days. - As their modern imitators swarm over
the lowlands, paying with their lives for a bit of
evanescent glory for themselves and some real estate
for their masters, the butchering heroes of the past
must indeed wonder whether man is capable of
learning anything.:

Caesar’s legions and the, Grande Arinee of Na-
poleon, Philip of Spain and Wilhelm of Hohenzol-
lern—to mention but a few of the bloody predeces-
sors of the mad Adolf—sought on Flanders Field
that which none of them ever achieved. They only
fertilized with their bones, and the bones of their vic-
tims, the countryside which peaceful, industrious
peasants have mterrmttently en]oyed It is only in
peace and prosperity that man gains glory.

Holland particalarly has learned this lesson, The

Dutch, it is true, have to some extent followed the

pattern of conguest; the vast rents obtained from
their colonial possessions are the source of many of
their fortunes. But even here their avarice has been
constrained by a sense of human values, and their col-
onial administration is noted for kindliness and jus-
tice. Inm contrast with the experience of England in
India, France in Notthern Africa, Holland has had
practically no trouble with the natives of her colon-
tes in recent years.

At home, perhaps the greatest economic achieve-
ment of Holland, besides the reclamation of large
tracts of land to afford her crowded population a
new source of wealth, is the institution of a rental
system which in this area is an important step to-
ward precluding exploitation of the workers on the
land. :

Holland has also followed a free-trade policy which
has added much to her prosperity. Her revenue tar-
iffs are insignificant. Unemployment is a very minor
problem, and alongside her record of strikes our
own industrial struggle seems like.a major war. In
culture, in the development of the arts and sciences,
the Dutch have achieved a place far out of propor-
tion to_their population of eight miltions. Seven-
tecn Nobel prizes have been awarded to her sciem-
tists.

‘Save for the .very'b,riefj‘and almost’ bloodless
1830 Belgian revolution which ended in' the sep-
aration of the two countries, Holland has enjoyed
peace for over a century and a quarter, that is, since
Napoleon. (Compare the records of Germany,
France, England, the United States.) SRR

Tihe Dutch people’s struggles with its kings; which
were traceable to the governmental policy of forced
labor in the colonies, through the royally owned
Netherlands Trading Company, resulted in a com-
plete liberalization of the constitution. Since: 1848
Holland has enjoyed full ministerial responsibility,
complete control by the States-General of public
finance and of colonial administration, direct elec-
tions, freedom of assemblage, and many other fea-
tures characteristic of the liberal parliamentary sys-

‘tem.

This is the country which the apostle of
totalitarianism is ravishing, He will fail, as Phil-
ip failed and as Napoleon failed. The nightmares
of world conquest have proved only one thing:
that war as a means to social betterment is a fail-
ure. Ghengis Khan, Alexander and Caesat wete

“followed by a complete collapse of their respective

regimes, War is the end, not the begmmng

TROJAN HOREE

IMDOQTED OM THE MAYFLOWER, 1620
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. THE ULTIMATE of Statism is War. The indi-

vidual may fight er even kilf as a result of an emo-
tipnal explp'siéﬁ,
~defense of life, or to acquire or retain property. Leav-
ing aside the pathological sadist, it is personal gain
or satisfaction that always motivates physical vio-
lence between individuals. One fights for an ideology
gnly when, through conditioning, the mind has ac-
quired a sense of persanal possessiveness in that set
of ideas: the fungrion of a State hent on war is thus

to condition the minds of its subjects, and to pre-

vent free thought, “fraternizing,” or counter-prop:
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aganda from permitting the natural impulse for
peaceful living to express itself.

" Only the State desires war. It needs war. Through
its twe tentacles of taxation and menopoly-privil-
eges it sucks the life-blood of production ta the point
“where vast numbers of its subjects are unable to se-
eute bare sustenagee. A hungry man is an inclpient
revolutionist-=a danger o the permanence of the
State. Alms are resorted to as a palliative. But
taxation and the private appropriation of rent con-
tinue to siphon the wealth produced by Iabar. The
mote alms the mote poverty. The innately peace-.
" ful man is maddened by the hopelessness of his ex-
istence, - The feeling of being unwanted by the so-
~ cial order is an affrent ter his sense of personal dig-
ity. He is a peffect tinder-bo for inflamsmatory
propaganda. T

- War comes.. D'he individual Has disappeared. He
has been merged into the"mass concept-—the State.
His desires, his hopes, his’ aspizations ‘are as unim-
portant and as non-existent as those of a cockroach.

Only the plan ‘has any being or, purpose.

But here, however, i8 & break in the logical pro-

s, All individuals within -the confines of the
‘State do not merge into its mass purpose, Yot some
- the prerogatives ‘of individual existence do mot dis-
- appear, And in the process. of wat one ascertains
that the State-idea is merely a refinement of - the
slave-idea. AR S

' Twa -Shillings-and Keep.

caused by personial affront, or in

- an individual.

L Thergman,aneaw&u

In England - there-is:a growing popular. demand
that conscientions objector__s be forced to work on
farms at-soldiers’ wages—keep and two shitlings a
day. The higher wages in munitions factories have
depleted the ranks of agricultural workers, and the
resulting food shortage prompts impounding as ag-
ricultural slaves those men who refuse to kill,

There is sense in this proposal. But it is not car-
ried to its logieal conclusion. Since war is a collec
tive enterprise for the preservation of the State, every
individual within its scope should cease to exist as
The levelling process should be ap-+
plied to all—for it is 2n anpmaly to recognize dif-
ferences between individuals when the individual
has disappeated, If “two shillings and keep” is the
established conscript wage, it is the wage that shoyld
in hopesty be paid to every Englishman—from king
to commoner, from private to field magshal,

The English news item before us, however, reveals
i_nnqeent}y' enough why such a levelling process is
not applied and also what the State-idea really is. It
says that unless workets are p:ovidad for the farms,
the farmers will be unable to pay reats to the land’
owners. Land values miust be maintained. Produc-
tion must go of, not only to_'provide food for sol-

diets, but also to provide rent for landowners,

 The State, then, i3 ot an all-for-all idea, It is,
rather, a concept that involves 2 class that collects
and rules, and a class that works and obeys. Omit-

ting the political abracadabra, in what way is this

different from the slave-idea? _

Editorial note: The rveferences ta ‘the . English
néws item are metely incidental. The State-idea is not
confined: to ~one” geographical entfry. Its identifica-
riorr with the slave-ide ‘is every-more clearly seen in
those countries where the fiction of political de-
moceacy ‘g5 ‘an’ econdmic instrument has “peen ruth-
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- The Inevitable: Third Term

WILL HE RUN for a third term? If he does, can
he win? How about the American tradition?
‘Speculation along these lines will be furious un-

til Mr. Roosevelt chooses to ssttle the afgument of

his succession by his own dictum or the Democratic
convention in July renders its verdict. Most impor-
tant, from a soctal point of view, will be the re-
action of the American people to his bid, should he
make it, for a third terim.

In the fifth century B. C., Athens was in the
doldrums. It had a depression. Its people were

divided economically between the wealthy landown--

- ets and the landless artisans. Its unemployment
problem was aggravated by an influx of migrant
job seekers from other city-states and from Asia
Minor through the port of Piraeus.

Along came a speli-binder from the upper class,
who was duly elected to a magisttacy by the people.
He became general-1 -in=chief and remained so almost
without interruption for thirty years. His name was
Pericles. :

The political set-up of that day in sofne tespeécts
was more democratic than our present arramgement,
for every citizen of the city-state theoretically had
a hand in the running of it. . The franchise was
denied to slaves and women, but citizenship carried
with it the right to vote directly on all public af-
fairs and on all officials. Ultimately Pericles did
restrict the suffrage to those whose parents on both
-sides were Athénian-born, because of the growing
population of foreigners, but this limitation was
not imposed until he had been kept in office for
maost of his time, He was indeed the people’s choice,
year after year. ‘ _ :
. For he fostered public  works projects that -pro-
vided employment for both artisans-and artists. He
gave errcourégem'ent: to the.professional class of his
day; that is, the philosophers. He provided free
seats’ for the' “‘underprivileged’® at the popular form
of entertamment the ‘Dionysia. When things got
very bad he led his people into war, but, until cir-
cumstarices and ill-advised collaborators forced him

into the disastious Peloponneman War, he made cet-.

tain that his martial’ excursmns were short and prof-
itable,

In one respect he had an advantage over ‘modern
rulers in that he did not have to tax his people too
~heavily; for his make-work.and relief program he
‘found" funds in the treasury of the Delian League,
a confederation of island dity-states dependent upon
the protection of the ‘Athenian navy. :

For about three decades Pericles ruled the roost

in Athens. His was the original fireside chat: The
best swmger of rhetotic of ‘his era, he was a great
promiser, a great reliever,

The story of Pericles suggests that the econormc
condition of ‘a conntry -may have a beating upon the

i BREAD )
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continuity of a political party or an.o-fficial in. pow-
er. Maybe that explains, also, President Roosevelt's
plea to Congress last month to let him spend next
fiscal year’s relief fund (estimated at $975,000,000)

‘in eight months, four of which precede the election.

But regardiess of the present. third térm tempest-
in-the-teapot, history tells us that the form of gov-
erafment we may expect to enjoy in the future will
depend on the ease or difficulty with which we can
make a living. No political structute, no constita-
tional restrictions, no system of checks and balances,
no traditional fetishes can withstand the pressure
of economic forces. A pauperized people have no
patience with forms., ‘They want bread. And he
who gives a hungry man a meal is his sancnﬁed
hera.

Therefore, whether Mr. Roosevelt runs for the
third term, whether he is elected, is important only
as a tendential indication. Are eleven years of de-
pression enough? Have we been conditioned suffi-
ciently to accept paternalism- as a fixed political ar-
rangement? If not, we will be,

For there is no indication that our econiomy will
change for the bettér in the near future. Rather,
there are indices that poifit t6 further decline. With
every decline comes a bréak-down of moral stamina,
and slave resignation will express itself in the Per-
icles plan The third. term is inevitable,

Meanmg of the Ma'rgm

A Y-EA-R OR SO AGO a friend of mine bought an

abandoned gold mine. It bad been abarndoned
because its ore did not yield a sufficient amournt of
gold to makes opetation profitable at the govern-
nientally fixed price of twenty dollars an -otince.
When Mr. Roosevélt arbitratily faised -the price to
thirty-five dollars this marginal mine -acquited
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a value. In extricating gold from this hole in the
ground the owner had the privilege, ‘under out land
tenure system, of collecting from the prospective
_ miner a share of his diggings. o _
- Uncertainty as to the amount the mine would
yield, or perhaps the need for cash, prompted the
owner to accept an immediate quit claim for this
privilege; that is, be sold the mine for its capitalized
rental value. My friend tells me that the price paid
was-"low,” because the mine yields a much larger
profit than a similar investment in any free market
business could produce.
~ The price paid for the mine, it seems, did not
include all the rent the mine could yield. Thanks
to the government, my friend is collecting in the
gratuitous price of gold, additional rent on this hole.
This rent is being paid out of the taxes collected
from all the workers of the country. ‘
“The fixed price on silver is likewise a gratuity
in rent paid out of our tax money to OWNELS of mar-
ginal silver mines, The government collects from
workers and hands the proceeds over to these non-
workers. But this is no more reprebensible than
is the tribute collected by owners of other marginal
mineral lands because. of the restriction of competi-
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tive imports  through- tariffs and quotas. It all
fmeans higher rents and lower purchasing powet;
that is, lower real wages. = . R
-~ Increased ‘demand, as well as inflated prices, forces
into use mines of marginal productivity. o

Recently the newspapers told of the te-opening
of the New Almaden quicksilver mine in California,
which was closed in 1926, Italy and Spain pro-
duce abour 85% of the world's supply of . this
metal,  (The Spanish mine of Almaden was a
prime pawn in the late wat.)

Quicksilver is essential to the production of . ex-
plosives. - When the European wart broke out its
ptice was under a hundred dollars a flask; it is twice
¢chat now. The new price made profitable the wortk~
ing of the almost exhausted New Almaden mine.
Two Philadelphians who own the mine agreed to
permit its operation for a rental of $20,241 cash

© and at least $10,000 a year plus 10% of the gross.

This is a charge on production—legal tribute,
Thus, every increase in production, every restric-

‘tion placed on production, every governmental ot

monopolistic advance in the price of commodities,
tends to force marginal land into use, increasing rent
and reducing wages.

A‘Don/’t ‘Hamstring ,Bu'_reaucmcy; Kill It

I'T WAS CALLED, by many a Congressman who
helped to put it through the House last month,

“the most important bill to come before Congress
in a hundred years.” There is reason for this esti-

~ mate of the Walter-Logan Bill, which may be passed
by the Senate in spite of President Roosevelt’'s indi-

cated dislike of it. The importance of this proposed
law is that it is designed to extricate our democ-
facy from the extralegal position into which it was
forced by a reform program. It is an attempt to un-
sctamble the omelet of bureaucracy. ' B

The purpose of this Jaw is to establish tribunals

to which decisions of almost all Federal agencies
could be brought for hearing. 1Dt
and qiasi-judicial character of these agencies would

be subjected to legal procedure; the force of their.

Thus, the extra-legal’

dicta being delayed or rescinded by law-suits of cti-
Zens Or corporations.

The reason for the law, and this was acknowl-
edged in the debate and in the 282:to-97 vote for
it, is the growing tendency in this country of gov-
ernment by bureaucracy instead of by elected repre-
sentatives.

The proponents of the act fail to recognize, how-
ever, that courts of law existed when these agencies
were created, and that the power of the courts to re-
strict them was deliberately avoided in the epabling
legislation. . When government decides upon a pat-
ernalistic course, the wusual constitutional limits
placed upon it must be waived. Democracy must
rest on the ability and willingness of people to take
care of themselves and the government; when the
process is reversed the government must have the
power to carry out its program without legalistic
hampering. Of course, it then ceases to be a demo-
cratic government—but that is another thing.

Bureaucracies are an effect, not a cause. Forcing
them to submit to legal procedure will be ineffec-.
tive while the cause for their existence remains. In-
deed, it is well-known, and the record of our Su--
preme Court i offered in evidence, that legal




The Freeman, June, 1940

thought itself is subject to_ the socio-political tenor
of the times.,  There are no absolutes in-the law.

Therefore, if the Walter-Logan Bill becomes
law, and the condmons which brought 'the restric-
ted agencies into existence still continue, it is quite
conceivable that the new courts established by this
act will become in time rubber stamps. for these ag-
encies. - All we will have left for our trouble will
be the expense of maintaining the additional tribu-
nals. .

- The immediate cause for the .growth of bureau-
cracies is the tendency- toward centralization. As
more and more power is vested in government the
very size and scope of its . activities. require that
duties constitutionally delegated to the legislative
branch be transferred to administrative bodies.

But, centralization is itself an effect of other
conditions which call for an orientation of govern-

Philosophy

THE TEST of one’s faith in a philosophic con-

viction is the ability to retain it as a plumb-line

for thought and behavmr in the face of emotional
stress,

Now is the time for every advocate of a free econ-
omy to examine his knowledge of the philosophy,
and’ to sound the stamina of his intellectual cour-
age. To accept the basic principle of freedom in
times of tranqudhty reqmres only knowledge and
reason, ‘To retain faith in that principle, to think
and act in the light of it in the storm of passion un-
loosed by war demands stuff of a sterner nature.

The time has come to assay the metal we are
made of. The dllettante whose philosophy con-
sists of dawdling in speculative phrases will not
stand the test, He will find reason enough to be-

: tray his lack of intellectual probity; he will justify
in nice-sounding sentences his kowtowing to false

gods made of the clay of popular prejudice.

To measure our understandmg of this phﬂosophy
and our confidence in it, let us recount the few sim-
ple tenets upon which 1t rests,

First, the individual is the keystone of our so-
cial structure.

Second, his life, his happiness and his liberty are

the only standards by which the validity of that

social structure must be gauged,

Third, he has a contract with society whereby
he agrees to respect the right of others to the same
pursuit of happiness whmh he cherishes.

And fmally, any political or economic scheme'

that impinges on the terms of this contract'is a de-
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mental activities. Consider the function of almost
every’ Amencan bureaucracy that has been establ
lished since the beginning of the century and you
will find that it deals either with (a) the regula-
tion of some monopoly based. on a privilege granted
by the government, or (b} unsocial conditions,
such as poverty, which are directly traceable to the
government-fostered monopoly of rent.

Bureaucracy, then, is 2 method devised to treat
the symptoms of 2 sick body politic. The cause
of the malady is monopoly. ' Unless this cause is
removed there is no hope for a cure. Rather, the
indications are that more and more symptoms will
appear, and that more and more regulatory agencies -
will be called upon to treat them; also that thesel
agencies will demand, and receive; the unrestricted,
power which they believe ‘will help them to effect
a cure. No legalistic inbibitions will stop the proc-
ess, ‘

‘Under Fire

nial of his freedom, and must result in a social.
structare in which a few are masters and the many
are slaves.

That is all quite simple and readily acceptable.
But the difficulty arises in analyzing cleverly com-

- pounded political and economic schemes and in de-

tecting the slave mechanism they conceal, = Indeed,
so universal is the desire for freedom that these
schemes are always wrapped in its phrases and sold
to us on its promise. . To penetrate the disguises is
the problem. Then to denounce what is revealed,
in spite of the pressure of popular opinion, is the
test of one's faith in freedom.. '

Public opinion, for: instance, has been whipped
into the acceptance of certain political forms as sy-
nonymous with freedom, whereas they are at best
merely attributes of it. History tells us over and
over again that despotism -can be co-existent with
these forms. ' Simulations of democracy have been
used by despots to entrench themselves in power.

Popular suffrage bas been and can be an instru-
ment for the enslavement of the masses. Sometimes
enacted in a bath of blood, laws for safeguarding
liberty have been wused to circumvent it. Thus,
while democratic government and civil liberties are
essential to any concept of freedom, these attrxbutes_
are no guarantee of it.

‘Every student of the phllosophy of freedom
knows this, All too obvious is the fact that the
character of our political structure does not deter~
mine our economy but rather is determined by it.
Here in America we have enjoyed a great .degree of
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political freedom merely because we have had the
abundance of a vast and relatively free earth for
neaﬂy two centuries, ) _

Keeping pace with our declining economy in the
past len Yyears OUL government. has increased the

very functions and powers against which the fram-~

ers of our Constitution with deliberate forethought
-squght to establish barriers, Unless there is a mi-
raculous ‘imiprovement of our economy, democratic

forms cannot safeguard our’ craumbling political free-

dom. Many there are who, ignorant of the cause

of poverty, are indeed ascribing it to our demo-
cratic structure, and are advocating political enslave-
ment 2s a Deans to econOmMIc security.

These are patent facts. DBut along comes a wat,
which in itself is a denial of freedom, in which both
sides claim they are striving for freedom. The his-
toric truth that wars are econormic in origin and in
purpose: is: completely and ingeniously hidden in a
welter of words. Passions are aroused in favor of
this or that “ideotogy.” The organs of propaganda
toiling for the interests which alone gain by war
inflame the popular mind to the point where the
fake is accepted for reality. '

Kad the pity of it is that even the devotees of the
philosophy of freedom are too often deceived by the
propaganda. It cannot be due to weakness of in-
tellect or even to lack of understanding; for in not-
mal’ times what we have pointed out will be ac-
cepted as axiomatic. Only egregious pusillanimity
will prompt a philosopher of freedom to bray “save
the world for- democracy” when he knows that
there can be ne democracy in a slave world.

Those who are so deluded ‘might well be remind-
ed that there is no guarantee that a war to save de-
mocracy will be saccessful: but it-is a certainty -that
democracy is lost to ihe people when a nation goes
to war. And it is‘never returned intact.

‘Ganging up on-the-Machine -
A MONSTROUS TRACTOR (capitalism) ' starts

the saga of the Joad family,.and a government
camp | (socialism) - ends it. In between, apparently

unheard by the author of the “'Grapes of Wrath,”'
is the continuous hissing echo of landiordism. It
is the power behind the -tractor that destroys the
shack of the share_—croppers,-depriv_es them of -their

‘over two thousand yeats ago,
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crying want for a little “growing land,” scattets
the family and’ transforms dignified human beings
into Okies. We used to call them tramps. .

But Jobna Steinbeck is not alone in this precocious
ability to ignore the obvious. A professor of eco-
nomics (why single him out by name?) last month
told the Temporary National Economic Committee
that the farm tractor had sent a “srream of distressed
humanity™> hopefully trekking to the west. TFhe
astute chairman of the committee suggested’ legisla-
tion to discourage the nse of machinery by tax levies.
The vice chairman of the committee is cogitating
the idea of “‘governiment pidding for all those 1abor-
saving devices with patents.” : '

And so, we have the author, the educator and
the politician denouncing the machine as the cause
of buman degradation. 'That each of them would
starve to death if deprived for twenty-four hours
of the labor-saving devices upon which civilization
rests is too obvious to warrant discussion. Imagine
the professor grinding flour between two stones of
the politician frying fish on a boulder by the heat
of the sun. As for the author, what would happen
to his royalties (wages) if the priating press were
abolished? '

Why do they overlook the manifest cause? Per-
haps because it is too obvious, To the erudite only
the obscure is worthy of attentiotl. But perbaps the
memory of what happened to the Gracchi brothers,
when they tried to
solve the problem of the Roman Okies by opening
up the earth-—they had no machine to blame then
—_is a deterrent to clear thinking. ’

TLandlordism has a persuasive way about it. -

Lawyers: PléasezAns?wef

. Or conspiracy,

“Every contract, combination . . :
So says the

in restraint of trade , . .15, .. illegal.””

~ Sherman Anti-Trust Law.

Now, a title deed in fee simple is a .contract be-
tween the State and an individual, or corporate en-’
tity, by which the former. guarantees the latter ex-
clusive possession of partiof the earth’s domain over
which the State exercises its power. 1f the."owner”
then chooses to - prevent ‘workers from ogcupying
themselves productively on this spot is he.not re-
training trade? Is not the State party to a conspiracy?
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M@re Imports - More Jobs

Senator Robert A. Taft of Ohio,
in the cburse of his campaigh for
the Presidential norhingtion; said res
céntly: “The Républican Barty %e-
ligves it imposing and retainihe’ a
tarift equal to the difference i the
cost Of - production abroad and the
cost 6f productich at home.”

Senator Taft ig true to his heri-
tage, His amiable father, the lafe
President Williarn Howard Tuaft, was
a staunch advoeate of & high pro-
festive tariff, too slaunch, perhaps,
for hig owh good. His best remeii-
bered Epecth is ohe delivered at Wiz
noha, Mintesota, duritig the presis
dential tampalpn of 1912, in defense
of the Payme Aet, a tariff measives
enactéd by the Republicing in 1908.
Untortthately for the eldér Taft, the
Speech “worked in revérse. In the
¢lectoral college ballof, the genial
president running  for reélection fe-
ceived only 38 of the 581 voles cast.
It i5 not surbriging ihat William
Howard Taft is temembered mors
for his kindly dispositioh than for
hig political acuwmen.

The genatorial son might draw 2
lesson froin his fathers experience.
Porhiaps he has; and perhaps hé has
concluded, as well he might, that
there ' was hothing in his fathers
unfortinate experiehce to Prove that
adheterice to 4 high protective turiff
i8 politically inexpedient, He might
point out Wwith truth that the tariff
question was -butene and a lessen
one st that, of a muliitude of causes
leading to hi§ fathér's political dows-
fall. And even if vbters in 1812
were antapomistic t6 high tariFfs,
their attitude could justly  be -de=
geribed ag but a passing phase. Had
fiot the Tepublican party, the tradis
tisnally high tariff pasty, won most
of the national elsctions sinve the
Civil War? It could hardly  be

tlaimed that the great mass of vot:
ers for ahy considerable length of ©

titne have favored low tafiffs, muych
legs fYee trade. '

The evidence i5 all to' the con-
trary. 8enator Taft might claim,
too, and with equal validity, ihat

By €. 0. STEELE

there-aré: fitord than a few high tar-
iff advocates among the Derdocrats;
though that arsiment woild prove
obhgiderably less thah hothing, Ne,
thére 18 NoOthing “in the Fetdrd io
prove that whoopifig it vp for the
high tariff has lost ils efficacy as
4 device for capturing votes.

But for those of us who agres with
thet fellow Who defihed a Republican
a§ ona who thought a Democratic ad-
mimstratmn was bad for. the coun—
tey, canda Democrat as one who
thought a Republican administration
bad for the country, and said they,
were Both nghi: gorne congideration
of 'the economlc conseqiuentes of the
taFiff tmay he of passing iiterest.

Of the &eveh {ariff thefires ed-
atted by Congress in the past 50
years, five wére lgbeled Republican
ahd ‘two  Demweratic. The Undeéi-
wood Act, passed-in 1913 following

. the Democtatie landslide which swept
the Taft administration out of office

in-1912, was 4 eatnest ahd réason-
ably successful effort to unds sorie
of fthe micie hagmful Provisiohs of
.’ché?i"—*ayﬁé Aﬁt. ‘The other i)iia‘é‘é of

Democratic tariff legislation was the
Wilstn At of 1804, Whatever fits
aith, it actomplished no great résults,. -
though it Was ad'|itfipFovement oh
the McKinley Act of 1890, _
Figures preépared by fthe ‘Tariff
Cominigsion in 1930 Show -the “fol-
1ewing -estimates of thée wéra;c;re adl
valorem dutiéd etabodied in’ t.hOSe ’
seven measui'es )

Al 34%

Stept-Hawiey Act - {Rep.) 1930

Fordrey Act (Rep.) 1922 38.22
Undetwood Aet {Dem.) 1913 - 2897
Payne Act {Rep) 1509 40,73
Dingléy Act (Rep.} 18397 4549 ..
Wildoh Act them.y 1894 41,29
McKmley Act (Rep.) 1830 4339

The above figures suggest that %he
tariff of 1980, thouph HKigher  than
that of 1932, twas lower thuni the
Dingley and MeRinley Aets. How-
ever, because radical changes hivE
falten place inh the chafactér - of
American imports i Tetent - years,
tha figures must be read with cau-
tioh. Actually, the Smoot-Hawley
bill of 1930 répresented the pesk of
¢eonomic nationalist, That aek;
passed af the vociferous insistencs of
mdush'les hang' A, vested mierest
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in the maintenance of tariffs, not
only increaged rates but al.so ai-
thorized the government 1o irapose
additional duties to offset any sub-
sidy that might be granted by a for-
eign nation to stimulate exports to
the United States.’

During the making of the Smoot-
Hawley bill, 26 nations protested of-
ficially sgainst the contemplated
rates., After ils passage, more
than & thousand American econo-
mists urged President Hoover not to
sign the bill. Following its enactment
no less than 50 nations took action
against the United States by raising
their tariffs, or establishing quotas,
" gpeécidl import duties or embargoes.
World trade fell from $68,000,000,000
to $23,000,000,000 a year, and part
and parcel of this drop was the un-
-precedented unemployment we have
hid in the past ten years. In 1929,
United Stateés exports provided &
livelikood for 2,585,000 families; in
1932 the rumber had dropped to 767~
620.

‘Obviously, the dechne in world
trade wads not the only cause of the
current depression, but it is a mat-
ter of record that unemployment
struck most heavily at those indus-
tries largely dependent on world
trade, In 1929 we were exporting
26% of our copper, 31% of our lubri-
cating oil, 41% of our typewriters,
499, of our cotton, 41% of our tohac~
¢o.: Exports in these industries de-
clined sharply after the Smoot-Hawr-
ley bill became the law of the land.
Workers lost their jobs by the thou-
gands, and their purchasing power
for other goods—suits, dresses, fur-
niture, hosiery, shoes, glass, china,
food, ete.—practically stopped, and
the circle of unémployment grew
wider and wideér.

Retween 1922 and 1929 our im-
ports increased by 54%, and exporis
gained 51%. During  that period,
under the mistaken ides that it was
undesirable to import goods, we were
lending millions of dollars abroad to
finance foreign purchases of Amer-

" jean goods: Finally we found it im-
possible to continue the fantastic
policy of “supplying both the mer-
chandize and the meney to pay for
it. Our alternative was to accept
payment in essential commodities.
But what we did was to raise far-

iffs even higher by the Smoot-Haw-
ley Act of 1930. The result was
that American industry, instead of
being protected by the tariff, soon
found itself. being destroyed by it.
Workers, instead of receiving higher
wages, lost their jobs in steadily in-
creaging numbers.

Senator Taft, yearnmg to be pres-
ident, might pondeg on these things.
Leét, him delve into the records ever
go little and he will see for himself
whether high tariffs are the unfail-
ing panacea the grand old Republi-
can Party would have us believe. He
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might begin with import date of the
Department of Commerce and em-
ployment data of the Department of
Labor. It won't take him more than

five - minutes to discover that em-

ployment bag always been highest
when imports were highest, and low-
est .when imports were lowest.

If the Senator would be interest-
ed in learning how tariffs subsidize
inefficient industries at the expense
of the American people, he might
tfurn to manganese, Manganese ore
is essential in the production of steel.
Rich deposits are found in India,
Russia, Brazil and the Gold Coast
of Africa. Deposits in the United
States are poor and not extensive.
The Smoot-Hawley Act imposed a
duty of $22.40 a ton on manganese,
which in 1922 wad 87% ad valorem,
In 1929 we imported 316,000 tons of
manganese, on which we pa.ld a duty
of over $7,000000, Our domestic
production was only 27,000 .tons. We
paid a tariff, or tax, of moie than

Tha Freeman, Jone, 1940

$7,000 000 to protect an A:merxcan'

industry whose total output was
worth only $1 300, 000. The Amerlca.n
mdustry was so small that compara-
tively few workers were employed
in it. . 86 few,.indeed, that it would
have been cheaper for the American
people to have <losed down the in-
dustry and given every manganese
worker an annuity equal to his av-
erage wage, plus room and board
at the Waldorf for the rest of his
life rather than burden the nation
with the added price we pald for
manganese because of the $7 000,-
G0O - tariff.

But perh.aps candidate Taft ls not
interested in such things, After all,
he doesn’t want to be an ecohomist
—he wants {o be president. Econom-
ists don’t get to be president; poli-
ticians do. Let him eschew econom-
ics, outpromise the New Deal, and
borrow some of old Doc Town-
send's ideas, and he may yet win
the object of his heari’'s desire.

Yet, come what may, this strange
fact remains: that in all our recent

American experience, employment in

this eountry hag closely followed the
volume of our imports. One would
fmagine therefore, that politicians,
having in mind a program for solv-
ing our most pressing social prob-
jem, unemployment, would at least
bring this fact to light and make an
effort to lift the blockade of trade
imposed by tariff barriers. A plat-
form offering lower tariffs would, on
the,record, be a platform offering
wider employment. There’s no copy-
right on such a platform; it may he
had for the taking, Wholl take it?
@

Tariffs Impede Culture

"The widow of a Georgist living in
British Columbia has a complete set
of the “Memorial Edition” of Henry
George's works which she wanted to
donate to the HGSSS, However, in
spite of the fact that the books were
written by an American author and
printed and pubhshed in the U.S.A,,
these books were subject to a tariff
duty upon reentering the . 8.

This good woman found this tar-
iff policy together with the annoy-
ing comphca,tmns a bit too much for

her patience. Consequently the School
did not receive the books,
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Dangerous Thoughts ' Wlthout Dynamlte

“On the jacket of Dangerous
Thoughls the publisher informs us
tHat “the aiithor, - Lancelot Hogben,
possesses “as lucid and powerful ‘an
infelligence as  exists in ' Europe.”
This is not a-had begmnmg by way
of " intreduction, for’T must confess
I have not read ‘Mathemaitics for tha
Mﬂlmns or ‘any of his other books;
infeed, Dangerous Thsoughts is the
first 1mk in my aequamtance Wlth
the guthor.

*In the first essay, -

called “The

Creed of a Smentn‘?rc Humamst” he -

aggures us that it is fthis creed which
he’ profesmes_ and that this profes-
ion is the one he tries to practise.’

“He tells us that the anticipations
of SBocialism Before and immediately
after the Great War did not mate-
rialize, “From the moment when all
hope of return fo pre-War conditions
was' officially abandoned by conser-
vative politicians the official Social-
ist parties entered an eclipse which
hag lasied ever gince.” Further on
be gays, “While laisser-faire was in
the ascendant Socialism meant hav-
ing some pla.n in contra.dlstmctmn fo
nope.”’

It ig curious how this notion per-
sisis—that England or. any other
country ever enjoyed a system of
laigser-faire. If scientists would only
take the trouble, when they wish to
indulge in such fancies, to read works
bublished . in recent years on fhe
Physiocrals, they would save them-
selves ‘the humiliation of flagrantly
breaking the rules laid down in.their
own glassrooms. For such an error
in. natural history or mathematics,
Hogben would plough or flunk a
student

Let ws, however become-acquaint-
ed with the creed Ho‘Tben practises.
He says:.

" %The sema.l control of scxnntlfm

humanism is the recogmtmn that

the. sutficient bams for . ratmnal_

cooperatlon between . citizens - is
SCleIl.tlflC mvestlgatmn of. the. com-_

mon. needs of ‘mankind, & sc:enhfm .

mventory of resources avallahle;

for satisfying them, and & resiistic

survey of how meodern scma,l ine

By FRANGIS NETLSON

I’rofessor La.nceloi; Hegben, whose Lat-
est book is amalyzed in the accompanylng
critique, -is a distinguished mathemahemn,
pexhaps best known fo the gemeral public
as - the, anthor of f‘Mathematies, for  the
M.ﬂhon," Buf he has a;lso gamed # wide-
spread reputation as a mew type- of re-
forimer, one who gfepends on ihe ration-
ality and efficiency of science for selu-
tion of social and -economiec . problems.

Francgis Naﬂson, aunthor of this critiqme,
was a member of the Pritish Parliament
during the first Weorld War, and is author
of “Man at the Cressroads” and other
volumes on social and econpmic subjects.
He will be the principal speaker at the
Commencement Hxercises _of ithe Henry
George Scheol of Social Sciemee fo be
held in New York on June 3.

i

stitutions contribute to or imilitate
against the use of such resources
for the satisfaction of fundamental
human needs,”

With little altera.tmn this would
do for a statement of the first inten-
tions of the New Deal, which we
nave had for eight years in this
country and, up 1o now, to use the
phrase of the man-in-the-gtreet,
“nothin’ deing.” Hleven millions un-
employed and the national debt
raised from nineteen hillions to over
forty billions! In this country scienti-
fic humanism which in its operations
has had the benefit of Brain Trust-
ers, Best Minds and specially. drilled,
college-reared advocates of  change,
has proceeded from failure to fail-
ure with a regularity that even the
yes-men in.Congresy fre beginning
to notice. Of course, scientific hu-
manism as it.is to be practised by
Mr. Hoghen is proof against daijlure.
He . does nol. realize that Germany
is today suffering from scientific
humanism inflicted with an. iron
hand, forged in the :i:'u_rn_ace of hate.
I hope . he will not -think 1 am pro-
German when L say that 1 -do.not
Tmow how . the. scientific - humanisis.

of England. could do better than the'

same gult.working in Germany, .. .

.If Mr. Hoghen really believes that.

the exercise-of scientific humanism is

all. that is necepsary for ‘@mng_mg-

peace and plenty 1o the people, I fesl

sure that the rest of his life will ﬂJe
charged with humiliation and d1sap-
Pointmerit. Somethmg more is re-
girired, and ‘how any smentlst hvmg
in- England can fail to see that it i3
the laek of lmsser-fazre whlch IS the
cauge of present condltmns, ig some-
thing which I cannot understand.

He asks for'a falrer dlstflbutlpn
of the produce Does hé know whaf
occamons the unequal dxstnbutmn of
wealth ? I doubt it, for he gwea one
the impression that the study of eco-
nomics is quite unnocessa,ry for the
scientifie humanist. Science alone if
practised accordmg to Hogben would
be quite sufficient to’ solve the in-
equalities which exist, A KENow. ledge
of fundamental economlcs—say, For
instance, the three primary factors
in production—belongs to the “dig-
mal” science. He fails t¢ see that
ne matter what changes dre made
by Science and its’ gadgets the old
factors are still present and govern
in the production 0f wealth and its

districution.

Scientific hu.mamsts ,should know
they cannot by Science increase :the
girth of the earth, the place on which
men seek a living. - The earth is
large enough and there .are men.
enough to exploit its resourcas, .buf
millions go hungry. Why?. Two -of
many reasons ingy- be .given: (1)
most men eannot uge it freely be-
cause it is owned by private indjvid«
ugls: (2) State aid, private philan-
thropy and sentimental  .politicians
have destroyed initiative in men and
the desire to fend for themselves,
The conspiracy against-the poor goes
on steadily, notwithstanding the. ad-
vance - 0f Sc¢ience and . no  matter
whether the Tories, the Liberals or
the Laborites sit on: the front beneh,
and no matter how many, seientists
are- humanized nor how.many
schemes -of  “amelioration”. are
launched to. keep the. impoverished
quigt, It is: now bread and civoug
for  theneedy..and the loafers, rent
and Jeigure for the land monepolists.

-When -he turns-to -the difficulties.
of gcientific. progress afier. the He--
formation, Hoghen reveals a loose-
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ness of statement that would not be
tolerated in his students. “It. is-ob-
vious that organized Christianity was
an impediment to scientific ingquiry
in the Italy of Galileo, in the France

of Descartes, in the Germany of -

Haeckel, and in the England of Dar-
win” Such a statement requires
not only nodification but expia-
tion. The Calileo myth was dealt
‘wyith long age, even bY Huxley, and
there is ne excuse for a “lucid and
poweriul intelligence” overlooking
the fact. Moreover, organized scis
ence was not a bad sscond in fhwart-
ing scientific inquiry, Take the case
of Darwin and Samuel Builer after
Life and Habit was published. A long
Hat of great scientists who suffered
at the hands of organized science
could easily be drawn up, bul guch
an exercise has not powerfully at-
tracted such men as Mr. Hogben and
Lord Russell.” At any rate, before
the Reformation, whatever science
we had sprang from the Church, and
today the Jesuits themselves have
proved that Science does mot’ con-
flict with religion. ‘
Nowhere in the work does our
professor think 1t worth while fo de-
fine the word wealth. Therefore, it
is impossible for the reader to know
what he is driving at. Asthis word
hag so much to do with the Age of
Plenty he seeks; it seems absolutely
nepesgary that a scientific humanist;

. hefore he launches his gcheme, should -

know the substances with which he
is dealing. In the laboratories at
Aberdeen, presumably the students
are clearly informed by the chemists
of the nature of the elements used
in experiments. A pio-chemist would
be shocked to find a. student proceed-
ing with an experiment if he did not
know what sodium was or what
might happen when it came in-con-
tact with water. Can there be any
excuse for a scientific humanist des-
pising economies and neglecting * to
‘know: the precise meaning of the
term wealth? : .

 Again, we receive a setback when
‘we aie told “the mecessdry desidera-
tumis to define hiuzhan ‘needs consist-
ently with the Darwinian doctrine.”
“Which doctrine of Darwiil’s' does Pro-
fessor Hogbén refer to? A Gourse in
‘gamuel Butler is surely necessary for
‘the scienlist who s under theimpres-

gion that there is-only one Darwinian
doctrine. As we proceed through
this highly entertaining series of es-
says, the fog becomes thicker and
thicker. Tt is amusing to see it
gather around the scientific humanist
as he flounders about in (for him)
uncharted domains. He tells us:

«The word plenty defined with
reference to man’s species needs has
therefore a perfectly ~clear social
meaning which remains in spite of
the continued existence of Austrian
cconomists, Plenty is the excess of
free energy over the collective calorie
débt of human effort applied fo se-
curing the nesds whick all hunzan e
i]lgB share” .

Tt never occurred to me that the
plenty whichk I enjoy could be de-
fined in this manner. It reminds me
of the calorie rage at the depth of
the depression, when & nurse in a
hospital said to a wife visiting a
sick man: “Have you had your cal-
ories today?” Her reply was, “No, T
hate the things. T had a good square
mezl instead.”’ :

One of the egsays starts with 'a
guestion: oo

«people have stopped asking, Can
capitalism survive? No intelligent in-
dividual under forty-five years of
age imagines that. it can, What is
lesis certain is an answer to the ques-

tion, Can the human race survive?”

“#Cpn capitalism survive?” In some
strange way it has survived since
Marx and Engels began their work,
and no matter what those under for-
ty-five have to say about its future
iength of tenure, 1 'do not mind pro-
phesying that there will be scientific
humeanists a hundred years from now
who will be asking the same stu~
pid question. The Teason these gues-
tions are acked is that the curious
have never taken the trouble to in-
$orm themselves as to what capital-
ism is. Capitalism began, I presume,
with the first fool that was made,
being that part of wealth that aids
in the production of more wealth,
Recently in Anatolia, Professor Gar-
‘stdng - and " Dr. Burkitt unecovered

“tools-of the sixth milienium B. C,, and

tiien have'beer lending tools to other
men oft the payment of interest for
usé and wear- snd tear ever -since
that time, ‘And so long a8 tools can
lighten labor, men will" continiie to
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carry on the system. Lenin . learned
a lot when he had to put inte prac-
tice what had been tabulated .on-a
blueprint. And so will Professor
Hogben, when he begins. As for
the human race, it will get over ils
present setback. It wriggled through
the Rlack Death and the Great War;
it witnessed the exploits of Caesar
(“dead and turned to clay’}; it sur-
vived the Reformation and the Thir-
ty Years War; it saw the rise o

Bonaparte, endured the butchery
which took place from Moscow to
Corunma, and it is now, with forti-

tude and unseemly tolerance, endur-

ing the inflictions of the New Deal.

And what is more, the human race,

in spite of contraceptives, will rear

children, send them to {he wars and

bury them in foreign lands. It will

go on because this pusiness is con-

ducted by men whom scientific hu-

manists have never taken the trouble

to study, Anthropology is & science;

medicine is 8 science; chemistry is

a science; but the man dealt with by

these branches of learning iz not ihe

man the politictans use. The ‘man

who carries on from age to age is

the world enigma, the container of

all the good and all the evil; the™
gentleman who confounds the phil-

osopher is no specimen for an &x-

periment in a laboratory conducted

by scientists. ]

There is so much in these essays
that might have been written by
members of the Brain Trust that I
sometimes think that Professor Hog-

_pen has taken an overdose of Tug-

well, Soule and Chase, He makes
the same glaring errors. Here is a
gentence that might have been writ-
ten by any one of these men: .
“wIp view of the rising popularity
of Fascist doctrines, it is important
to emphasize that the distribution of
purchasing power to increase fthe
volume of effective demand is es-
gentially different from the view held
iby the pioneers of Socialism fifty or a
hundred years ago, and it would have
been regarded by them as a capitula-
tion 1o the prevailing doctrine of
Inisser-faire, against which they re-
volted.” Coes
Does Professor Hogben - wish - to
convey the idea that Soecialists af any

time revolted against a gystem which

did not exist?
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sThen he goes on to say::

- “If" Socialism atcepts the dlStllb'LI-
tion of purchasing power as its pri-
mary and sole concern; its success
will merely aggravate the {endencies
which have made caplta.hsm a meog-
ieal failure.” .

I commend tlus extraordmary sehn-
tence to the Privy Coungil of the
W}nte House. Corcoran and Cochen,
mlght take to heart ihis extraordin-
ary prophecy, for they are at pres-
ent considering a larger distribution,
according to some, as a means of
congolidating the vote next Novem-
ber. o e

‘What on earth has capitalism. to
do with biological success or failure ?
Perhaps we may uncover the mys-
tery int the following sentemce: “The
Marxist case against capitalism ig
that capitalism makes for increasing
poverty.” Now we know where to
place the blame for biological failure,
According to Hogben we must in-
fer that poverty and its attendant
ills are inflicted by the system which
Socialists call capitalism. Surely this
meang that capitalism, desiring the
production of more wealth so. thal
more capital may be used, of set pur-
‘pose determines that the people shall
be impoverished and defeat the end
for which capitalism is organized, It
really means that capitalism iz a
system devised by men who persist
in cutting off their noses to spite

their faces. I venture to stafe thal

there never was.a capltalxat who did-.

not - desire Wholg_—hea_rtedly customers
with plenty of money to spend. Our
professor will have to look further
and much deeper if he really wants
to know why poverty keeps march
with progress.

Nor could superficial rhetoric £0
further than this: “As I see it, capi-
talism ig no longer a creative force.”
I defy any reasonable creature to
say in precise terms what this sen-
tence means. Wiy creative? Does
Professor. Hogben mean a. produc-
tive force? What could eapitalism
create? It does not create land; it
does not paint pictures, chisel siat-
ues, compose symphonies or write
poems. These are not the jobs capi-
talists undertake. Moreover, capi-
talism . is not an organization, no
matter what may be said of com-
bines. and carlels. ‘The comprehen-
sive ferm js supposed fo cover the
activities of all capitalists no maitter
where they are. Sometimes he re-
fers to capitalism as if it were an
eleemosynary instilution; again, as
an educational establishment, or a
Toynbee Hall or Cooper Institute,
Very often in spite of higz objection
to organized Christianity before or
after the Reformation, he gives one

. the impression-that capitalism ought

to be a Christian Endeavor associa-
tien. But he seldom stops to ex-
plain; off he goes at a tangen!, car-
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ried away by his exhﬂaratmg ver-

bosity, and the result is that we ge’r. )
nothing but outright assertlon——sheer_
staiement——and when all is said and
done, . there . is sca.rcely a.nythmg_
touching. economie, mﬁustrlal and so-
cial conditions that hasn’t been said,
over and over again since the Com-
munist Manifesto was published,

However, Professor Hogben _says it
all with an exuberance thal is highly
entertaining, for he is a great mathe-
matician and Regius Professor of
Natural History af the UanGI‘Slty
of Aberdeen! Still, it is as true of
Hogben as it is of ninety-five per-
cent of our profesgsors in schools of
economics in our umversmes tha.t
'they should, when the weary day I8

over and the tea.chmg task is done,

repair to a might school where they
may learn how to define simple eco-
nomic terms and learn somethlng of

the fundamentals of proeduction, -

Professor Hoghen is passing
through the phase all Socialists must
suffer at some time. We have seen
in Lenin and Troisky, in Ka,utsl_ty
and numbers of others since the
World War a desire to re-fashion
the worn-out props they have used,
I amounis fo this: if we must ab-

- andon the old shibboleth,.let 18 find

a.new name for it and retain all its
unguestionable features dressed in
the height of faghion. No one W111
recognize the ofd strumpet in 3 _neW
garh! '

Lebensraum - Holland’s Way and Hrder S

There is an especially ironic note
in the Nazi invasion of Holland, The
Hitler sweep into the Netherlands
serves to bring out in sharp relief a
contrast  between two antipodal
methods of social conquest: one, the
struggle of man against man; the
other, the struggle of man against
natural obstacles. The Nazig are
seeking to enlarge their “Lebens-
raum”- by wresting land from other
beoples; the Dutch - enlarged. their
“Lebensraum” by - reclaiming:.. land
from the floor of the sea.  The Zuij-
der- Zee project, on the way-to.com-
Pletion when . the military - hordes
swooped in from the East, is:ap epic

By SIDNEY J, ABELSON

feat of engineering and an eloguent

testimonial to the .civilized instincts

of man.

It is perhaps Worth while at this
stage of history, when men through
ignorance of the true laws of prog-
ress are striking out blindly .and
brutally in an effort to solve the
problem of poverty, to picture this
contrast and explain its significance,

- The Dutch example is a precept as
well, though. it is pot likely that the
-example will be copied. or the pre-’

cept . heeded- Dy ofher. na.’aons until
the energies of brute force have been
fully, spent and doctrines o_f,enhght-
enment. have. taken . their place: as

arb:ters of social actmn )

As this is being wntten the fate
of Holland remains unknown. Bui
whichever Wa.y the tldes of batuc
flow the faet will remain that when
the Hollanders needed more living
space they sought 1t in the undevpl-
oped bounties of nature and not in
plunder from feHow men, Thas ig
an old Dutch custom, for. the Neth-
erlanders have heen. expert in the
reclamatwn of land for 4. thousand
years. .As. a matter of fa,ct almost]
half of thls httle cnu:ntry, which hae
a denmty of population that s exe

-ceeded ’by Only one other. nation

(Belglum) les. 'below tna 1&1«"3& of
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high tide water, while approximately
cne-fourth of her territory iz unders
neath the line of wmean sea level;
hence the famous system of dikes.
No less than 550,000 acreg of fer-
tile -land would have beén.-added to

the “Lebensraum’™ of Holland by com-

pletion of the Zuider Zee prbjéct,
The Zuider Zee was @ large gulf of
the-North: Sea flanked on three sides
by lowlands, Much eof it is now fer-
tile- farmland cultivated  like any
other . agricultural area and setiled
with farmsteads that-to all appegr-
anges might just. as well be 'a thou-
sand miles inland instead .of, .as they
arg, on the fleor of the gea, from 13
to 16 fest below mean water level.
" The problem of - converting  the
floor of a salt water sea into an
agricuitural settlement was -an” én-
gineering “one, nofeworthy in itself;
but - thiove -important is the sogial

point of view which metivated it un~
_der such ‘ciréumstances. Population

pressure ‘was 2 real problem. in Hel:
land. . With an area of enly 12,602
square miles her -inhabitants numbey
more than 8500000,  The State of
Maryland,  having an areg of 12,300
square wmiles, iy ‘nearly as ‘large 48
the Netherlands, but it has less than
one-fifth the ‘population (1,631,500},
The Duteh had the cheite '6f redue-
ing their ‘standard of living, foreing
tielr people’ “fo ! overgeas colonies,
begging the rest of the world for
help—or reclaiming land from the
angry North Ses. . They chose the

" last ‘policy. Whether the virtue of

it will serve to bring its own reward
is now a matter of conjecture, for
the good work of the "Hollanders will

be so much more ooty for Hitler

if hig Nazi machine iz victonous
’I‘hree hundred thousand people wili

be settled on - the one-time floor of

the Ziider Zee when alt the recla-

mation work is completed. These

will not all be farmers or members

of farm “families, for the settiement’
pregram caflg ‘for the mormal “devels

opment of ‘villages and" town activi-
ties” whiéh complerent -agrieulture.
Nér-will the settlement of the land

be in -the ‘patire of # hit-or-miss”
proposﬁzon"samplmg df-“the otean’”

floor hefore e “projéet wis indér-

taken | showed which * ‘déctions are”
suitable for whee.t grmmng, which .
for- truchk Grops, er for pasture -or”

follfiver of George OF a ‘believér m

for timberland, . Thirty-four thou-
sand sueh sa.mples established ‘sei-
ent;fmally the ‘maximum usefulness
of each particmef the vecldimed area,

Of especial interest to those who
recoghize {he fihdamental role that
land plays- in ‘economic and. soeial
life iz that provision had ‘been mmade
to prévent ihese advantages from ac-
cruing to the benefit of land speeu-
lators - or monopolists,  Theugh- the
land “was mnot to he thrown ‘on the
open market, which of eourse would
be the only way io determine its
truae value, the government had pro-

" vified for the collecfioh of an anmnual

rerital which might correspond
roughly to the econemic rent. ' Be-
ginning al $12 per acre ‘this rental
wag t0 be increased gradually in cor-
respondence with increased prodiie-
tivity of the land until it reached a
maximrum  of about $21 per acré.
This procedure was not designed as
a permanent policy, But rather as a
methed for retrieving ‘the cost of the
project; data on hand do nof indi-
cate whether with that goal achieved
the land was'or was not intended to
become the private property of the
farmers who worked it.

Tt mugt be ohserved that this is
net strietly a land value taxation
procedure, but it should likewise be
noted that’ it recognizes one” of the
basic principlés of land value taxa-
tion, that lahd speculation retards
production. At least for some time
to come there could have been no
oulright withhelding "of- land {from
production, though it is difficult to
see how privale speculative profits
could be- aveided when a uniform
rental is charged on land which de-
spite its uniformity is bound to:dif-
fet in productivify, if not for res-
sotis of fertlhty, certa.mly for those
of gite "advantage.

Inasmuch as the Wazi invaders, at
this wntmg, Have already reached
the Zuider Zee, 'which had no major
ImIltary protectlon all “discussion of

its" social’ omect]ves mu;st be tenta-
tive or purely 'thecarencal Hitlér is”

indgpable ' of ’ such a “civilized ‘con-

stmctive effort ad- the Zmder Zee_' )
his leadershxp, from £ae

pm]ect
very start has
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land- valye taxation to recognize the

‘polarities of human character

brought out in this phase of the
war, i.e, the invasion of Holland. On
the one hand we see fhrift and in-
dustry, on the other wanton waste-
fulness and a barbaric spirit of plun-
der. There it ig, a lesson for the
whole world o learn: the two ways

fo gam “Lebensra.u.m”—Ho]land’s and

H1tlex 8.
@

Hunger Problem Solved
It bas taken a long time for so-
cial legisidtion to get into its stride,
but at last we are begining to go
places.” Every child ought to have
plenty of milk, so Pernsyivania’s
legislature has passed a law ‘under
which every family on relief has de-
livered {0 its door one pint of milic
per day for.each ‘child under 16. The
milk s paid for at 12e & quart by
deducting that amount from the re-
Yief check, After the durther de-
duction of vent, practically " every
family has at least $2.00 or $3.00
a month left for all other expepses.
This ig & good beginning, but of
courge children need solid food too.
Ho we suggest that #t its next ses-
sion - the ~“Pennsylvania legislature
congider the following hill: ’

“It shalI henceforth be illegal for
any fa.mlly receiving pubhc ‘relief to
contain any infant, babe, baby, sulek-
ling, - papoose, bambino,  child, tot,
litile ome, mite, pickaninny, kid, ur-
chin, youth, boy, lad, youngster, girl,
lass, wench, miss, maid, or any young
person wha,tsoever which shall be un-
dernourished,  underfed, emaciated,
stinted, hungry, famighed, starved,
ravenous, or in any way insufficient-
1y ‘supplied with sustemange.

“Any ‘parent who fails to comply
with the provisipns of this act sha]l_
be inpcarceraied in the jall, prison;
pemteqtl__ary, dgnge_on,_co,op, housge of
corz’éctibn " coolgr, clink, - can, ’jug,
and any other place ‘of detention
untﬂ he shali hdve complxed” ) ;

If this works, iis’ Weil-concewed
and’ far—seemg prov;smns €an Wbe ex-

su1t V_a.nd at laSl. there Wﬂl be no_‘
more malnutrltlon in the T}mted
S_t_a’tg.-, \ﬁfhat are Wa walimg for? '7 )
for? = _PAUL FEACH
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"Alagka’s eighty thoﬁéand_. 'po'pula-.

tion, ‘half of which is Tndian -and
Haquimo, produces one hundred mil-
lion dollars in wealth annually. ‘Be-
tween seventy and eighty millions
of this producfion is exported. Tak-
ing the papilation as a whole (ifie
natives hardly figure in the -indis-
trial picture), these highly efficient
producers generate annually $1,250
worth of wealth for every man, wo-
man and child in the Territory. The
average in the United States is $540.
Assuming a ratio of one person in
five ‘“gainfully employed,” evidently
a very high ratio for Alaska, each
producer is putting out $6666 in
commodity values annuglly; of which
he sends $5000 worth to the great
“Outside.”

The Zfigures would indicate that
the Alaskans, even after their gen-
erogity had relieved them of five-
sixths of their productioh, must be
4 Vvery prosperous people. They are

not. The TUnited States Govern-

ment spends a larger per capita
amount for relief in Alaska than in
any other part of the naition, Basic
wages are at the subsistence level.

Congressmen, bureaucrats, gover-
ment “economists,”  journalists and
all the motley crew of governmental~
ly-paid world-savers that have visit-
ed Alaska recently never mention
the anomaly of high per capita pro-
duction and low wages. Neither lo-
cal labor unions, nor big hearted
local politicians, nor the people
themselves have noted this tragic
contradiction,

Why is it that the production of
Alaska reaches such . tremendous
figures? Is it because of the effi-
ciency of Alaskan labor? Alaskan
labor, the labor of free men workihg
under free access to mnatural re-

_Sources was marvellously efficient.
The frontiersman has to be. But the

condition that caused this efficiency

has passed. Its momentum carried
through for a while; later these
same frontiersmen penned them-
gelves in by & wall of phoney min-
ing claim titles and other legal de-
vices whereby one man can charge

Wh‘y Rich Alaska is

By DONA.LD MacDONALD

The autlmr o this articla ]ma spent
twenty years in- Alaske =8 & road en-
ginger, And a8 & stmient of -ecenomics
be hag had ample opportunity to observe
the~ effects of economnie - maladjustment
in- the development of the tferritery. An-
nther article on Alaska s in prepmtion.

[=

another for being on the Earth. But
the old frontiersman is either dead
or dying.

The labor of Ala.ska (while stﬂl
more efficient than “outside” labor
because it still hag a little freedom
left) camnot account for this tre-
mendous production, Is capital the
cause - of this significant disparity
between production in Alaska and
Production elsewhere throughout the
world? The instruments of produc-
tion cannot, in themselves, produce
more in one part of the world than
gnother., What then is the factor
that furnishes this tremendous stim-
ulug to production? There is only one
left: the Jand, the matural resources
of Alaska. ‘

THE LAND-GRAB SYSTEM

Therefore, it i3 evident thai only
in its system of land tenure can we

"hope to understand Alaska’s tragic

anomaly.. The working Alaskans
have been robhed by an economic
invisible man just as bestial as that
creature of the Wellsian imagina-
tion; with the exception that the
Alaskan Invisible Man is protected
in his depredations by the State.

The system of land acquisition and
tenure in the Territory is based pri-
marily on the fraud by which Rus-
sia obtained title to Alasks in the
first place, and passed it on to the
United States for seven million two
hundred thousand dollars, Title to
mining land is supposed to rest on
dizcovery and use. But the Alds-
kan practice contains only the last
vestigial remnant of the old Califor-
nia’ pioneer Trequirements—emascl-
lated through the years by design-
ing lawwyers, politicians and specula-
tors, who sought to share without
labor, in the hard won gold of dis-
coverers and working miners, Under
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the old, system an actual. diseovery
had to.be made. Under the new sys-
tem only the statement that a dis-
covery has been made s necessary.

'Under the old system a miner who

absented himself from his ground
for forty-eight _hours (unless he ems=
ployed some one to represeni him
and continue mining} lost his title
Under the new system the ground
holder is supposed to do $100 worth
of developing work every year. Ac-
tually this is rarely done, To merely

- awear that the work has been done

is much easier, That iz the general
practice, .

As a matter of fact the Wnter
knows of instances where men have
contractéd with owners of mining
ground to do their work for 25 to
50 dolars a claim, If anyone gques-
tions the validity of a holding the
burden of proof rests on him, and
the decisions show that the court
is only too favorable towards the
claim holder. I have never heard
of any investigation of this system:
of perjury and fraud by the govern-

“ment, Engineers of the Geological

Surveys of the United States Gov-
ernmen{ bave condemned the sys-
tem in their reports. T. A. Rickard,
probably the best known mining en-
gineer of his day, after describing
it .in his History of American Min-
ing, condemned the set-up .in these
words: “This is a striking example
of privilege under a government fre-
quently termed a demeocracy, Alaska
is plastered with claims belonging.
to men that have done and dd=_noth-
ing while others do the work from
which the idle owners gather a rich-
tribute in gold.”

There are no taxes at all on the-
land of Alaska, outside the ecities.
It is a speculators’ paradise. For
survey fees amounting to about $500
mineral lands may be patented, and-
then even the agssessment of $100
worth of labor annually is no longer
required. Owners of patented claims
have no obligation pay no tax. Even
after they have abandoned the
ground; or have died, their titles
persist,” Frequently these patented
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dlapms lie in the midat of developing
areas; but the ground is- uhder 4
taboo just as absurd as the Mahoni
ground of the Indians.

Tl MATANUSKA MISTAKE

Agriculiural land - téinire - follows

the same general pattein. Of the
hundreds of thousands of aéres held
hot ten per cent are in cultivation.
Moist - of the ground —Was staked
purely iwith the ‘idea <f &harging
#omiecne else for using it his was
particularly irue of the iand served
by the railroad al Matanuska where
the famous Colony now is. Thig
iwhole area had been staked years
hefore the Colony Wwas thought of.
At the Colony's inception, of 60,000
appes of the warea classified as ar-
able, 43,000 were owned, ofily Six-
teen hundied acres were in lse, of
the W6 hundred and twenty oWwners
ningty had Ieft the Ferritory, “ad-
dressés unknown.” Many were dead
ahd. their heirs were whwitting owis
sr8 of area’ in Malanuska.

" fihe. Matanuska project was super-
imposed on such a foundatioh. Thig
despite the fact that 1 had advised
{he Territorial authorities, as well
as those at Washington, of the ex-
isting conditiohs. -All the land heces-
sary fof the Colony was sixteeil
stjuare miles. " But beécduse  many
‘owhers of the land could not bhe ap-
prehended and others held .out for
migh prices, the Colony was Soatier-
¢ over one hundred and sixty square
mites, This scattermg of the Colony
involved additional roads, ahd fe-
sulted in perpetual ecomomic distor-
tion, . For instance, it costs $20,000
. & year to 'transport the children of
6ne hundred and sixty fammes ta
gnd from scheol; this is just one
easily apprehended economic restit,
but probably the least iriporiant.

Weil, there you are—the land. ten-
ure system of Alagka—iand title
without taxes or oiher obligation.
Designed for bears to get. all the
honey from the hees—and evéryone
imagines himself, or hopes 1o be, &
bear.

I forgot to mention fish trap sites.
‘fhese are automatie devices of pil-
ing wire and nets, so located in the
toastal currents and direetly . contin-

gent to the land that they catch sal-

mon automatically. They are, of

course, worth millions of doliars, I
dowbt whether the Territory or the
Federal Government Zets enough out

‘of these sites to pay for Keeping

track of them.
THE FISCAL SYSTEM

Qince land bhas been so carefully
exempted  the only other Yevenue
gources - are lahor products, eatned
fneome and per capita taxes. From
these the Teiritory derives annually
two million seven hundred fhousand
doltars. 'This small’ amount is hard-
1y adeyiiate ¥or Territorial needs,
et in great part it is robbery from
those that have already been Ppiti-
legsly robbed by the land system.
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The graau ebjor,tive is not. develop- _
ment but speculative .OowWner ship. 8o

Alaska has boen, “staked,” home-
steaded and grahbed, wherever thers
geems to be a present or Tuture pros-
pect of charging some one for the
use of the Barih, A road or-an_air-
plane field cannct be built withotlt
its adjaecent iands belng. filed upon
by people who in nearly all cases
have none but speculative purposes
in mind, Weould-be producers have
the alternative of buying land or be-
ing forced back beyond thousands
of acres of unused land to so-called
“free"” . land, These *“free” lands, re-
mote from roads, - veguire Just. as
much in pre_sent energy to develop
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ag the money accumulated from
past anérgy is required to purchase
the owned lands. Such lands there-
fore are not “free” at all

© I am .speaking how more pat-
ticularly of agriculiural land; but
the same holds true or is even maore
exaggerated with mineral land. The
formula for making & foriune in Al-
aska is to follow a “Swede” about
to sink a hole and to sel siakes all
around him (i. e; file on the ground
56 that if he makes @ discovery you
will be in on it), When he comes up
out of the hole he may find himself

" frapped hke a ground sguirrel. There

are fifty thousand urpatented and
ahout six thousand patented clalms
in the Territory, and these coraprise
all the known gold deposils.
ALASKA'S INVISIELE MAN
-Angd zo'the outlines of the Iavis-
ible Man emerge. He works through
this private, wungqualified, highly
guestionable owiership of the highly
productive sites of Alaska., This
zives him the legal right to the pri-
vate appropriation of economic rent,
presumably  forever Through ihis
privilegs {which inctudes the right
to hold resources out of use) Alas-
wans are Tobbed of their production
Mor is it necessary for the whole
of alaska-to be ‘privately owned, All
that is ngeessary is to expropmate all
‘the land upon whith man can make

~a living. Hven the old iron law of

wages. insuring enough for the re-
production ef more slaves is oflel
inapplicable, . for. Tundreds come UR
trom the. sOnrgide” imbued with the
idea they wil find. free land a*ram
on the Frontigr. Trapp°d they waork
for legs. than subs1stence Wages,
Alaska should be a Ulopia for lhe
working man. Jt-is a Ttopia for the
parasitical speculator, N

Never =i @Ry .

times in history has there been such )

& superficially ideal Set-up Practic~
ally all the costs of govemment are
eitkher Pwoime by the people of the

Umtui 3tates, or are derived drom-

salmon baxes paid by the “cutside”
gonsumer, .or from £axes upon zold

purchased by the Fodaral Govern-
- menk,

The road gystemy; the air-
plane: ficlds, - the administration of
justice, the first cosi. of the seventy-
five mittion dolar Alaskan R, R. the

schopl =ystem ouside the ity limiés, .

are paid’ for almost altogeiber oy
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For Brinking and Hell- Ralsmg

In an article that appeared in the
April issue of The Freeman entitled
‘Against Brinking and  Hell‘Warn-
ing,” ‘Janet Rankin Aiken decried
the desire of some Georgists for ac-
tion ag & “hurry-hurry” attitude that
was quite incompatible with the
teachings’ and spirit of Henry Greorge.
Dr. Aiken defined as *brinkers and
hell-warners” - all those who tell us
that our civilization ig turning back-
ward into barbarism and that we had
better "do some constructive work
promptly if we wish to save it and
ourselves. Dr. Alken says that such
an attitude is unwarranted.

Perkiaps I am a “brinker” but Dr.
Alken’s article heither cenvinced nor
soothed me. Let us examine her ar-
gumenfs—not in grder to justify
“brinking amd hell-warning”—but in
order t9 find truth.

First, dhe says that the *“hell-
warning” attitude s incompatible
with what has been called “our ama-~
teur standing,” and that “it is bring-
g .ug. perceptibly closer to a state
of 'demagogiery.”

Now an amateur standing, _beyond

a certain pﬂmt may easily. deterior-
ate into a- dﬂettante stand.mg, a sort

v By JANE WEISS

of other-worl_diy geademicism tha.t is,

directly opposed to the philosophy
of economic freedom. It is an impos-
sible position for social reformers.
It is the posmon of those who defend
the status quo’ ang who cry “Peace,
peace” when there is no peace.

Nor is there danger of demagogw
ery in facmg facts, Ii may take a
clvilization longer than a man to dig,
but that’ ClVﬂlZB.tJ.OnS have withered
and died in the past is @ sad but
familiar truth, and {hat our own
civilization is slowing down anpd in
some respects reverting to harbarism
1% ‘an alarming truth that confronts
us today Wherever we turn. Con-
structive tendencies have diminished
if not ceased. Private enferprise is
dwindling; buginess ig marking time,

~ capital is hiding; labor is begging

or is turning highwayman; standards
of living have ceased to rise; with
mounting poverty, disease, crime, and
desperation, fear is mounting, and
with it intolerance and a reactionary
desire for security’ above all else.
Destructive tendencies are increasing,
Bureauerames are growing; economic
wars with their weapons of tariffs

and the explmtatmn of weaker peo-

PUTH 1S

the - Umted States Treasury. (50%
of the costs of education inside the
cities are borne by taxes on “out-
side” congumers through the canned
salmon taxes)

Tn- dddition “to. all- these levies-on
Americans living in the States, the
value of gold has been increased
69%. - That's what “devaluation” has
meant to Alaska. - The government
arbltrarlly inereaged the price of
gold from. ‘twenty  dollars to about
thirty-four dollars .an ounce, To get
this gift from déar old Santa Claus
one-must be an owner of gold ‘min-
ing -ground. And it is not necessary
to'live in Alaska to get it.

“Most- of “the placer ground of the
Fairbanks Dzstm.ct which is the larg-
est area being mined, has been owned
for many.years.  The hoost in.gold
Drices- enahléd owners to charge
miners & higher vent for the privilege
1o work. Wages remained’ pract;cally

1t

stationary. Money wages per hour
in other districts actually diminished.
This gift of sixty-nine percent in the
arbitrary price of gold has amounted
to many millions, 'and it will am-
ount. to many. . .millions more, . but
only the gold -ground owner will get
it. . The . invisible man_is b%ommg
visible, . : :
TR . POOR, -VICTORS

It.can be seen that if in the United
Btates we. could have eur roads built
and mamta.med by a conquered na-
tion, ¥f.we.could shift to that nation
also the cost of mamtammg justice
and educatlon if we could have the

value of our principal commodities -

increased 69%.in an unlimited mar-
ket, wages would remain the same.
All the working man and the de-
veloping capitalist would get out of
it would be exercise, The entire
benefit would be completely absorbed
by the landowhers.

ples have .bl_a.zed' into total warg with
thelr myriad-weapons of physical and
moral destruction. Men and nations
are seeking refuge in a gelf-sufficien~
cy that is opposed to the exchange
economy of clvilization, a welf-suf-
ficiency ihat iz in spirit and.myst
eventually be in fgct, barbarism.

Can we ignore these signs? .And
are they demagogues. who remind
us of them? No one in our move-
ment iz asking us to trust him blind-
ly., Our philosophy of freedom ex-
clugdes “f{xehrers *  We know what
we want, and how we propose Lo gel
it. We wr1te our own tickets, flg-.
uratively and literally.

. Aiken gays the “Georgist
principles have ' plenty of time to
grow and spread just because they
are true, and the truth is {the. only
thing that can afford fo wait .
the Georgist Iz occupied in the lex-
surely task of puncturing illusions.”

Perhaps truth ¢an afford to wait,.

_but can we? Can we afford to hold

truth hack ? Are we s0 satisfied with
ourgelves and oyr wrorld that we want
nothing more than “peace in- our
time” ¢ Can we even be sure of that?

‘The destructive forces of monepoly,

special privilege, entrenched comser- -
vatism, and ruthless power-séeking
are working unceasingly, with' every
weapon’ at their command, and with
the weight of accumulated epror. on -
their side. .
Every act of our lives, from what . -
we deem -the greatest to what we
think the least- significant, has an
effect on ourselves and on the world, . .
an effect for progress or again‘st it -
We muat be sure we are not holding
ourselves back; we must he sure
we are not neglectlng weapons, and

" opportunities to use them that will

genuinely advance the cause of free-
dom, We must so improve our tech-
nigue that every action counts for
what we want it to. We cannot af-
ford to be fumblers. .

This does not mean that we have
to hurry, fear, resent, or worry. On
the contrary, such feelings are the
resuit of lopse thinking, lack of con-
stuctive ideas,—in short, bad tech~
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pigue. But we should not overlook
any legitimate means at ‘our com-
mand to accomplish our purpose, the
removal o0f all restrictions on pro-
duction and . the collection of com~

mumty-produced values “for commu-,

mty revenues

Qur task is to teach to show oth
ers the way to freedom, to justice,
to civilization., The most effeclive
way of teaching is the two-edged
method of préaﬂhﬁlg and example.
The. hest way to puncture. illusions
is to demonstrate the truth. We may
preach the desired end clearly and
persuaswely, but if, when asked,

- “Well, what are you .going to do

" about t?” we evade the gquestion

or helittle it as a detail to be worked
out later, we immmediately forfeit all
the interest and enthusiasm we have
) la;b'ored to arouse, People feel dis-
appointed and melt away murmuring

something about “Utopian schemes.”’

Certainly this is not striking while
the irom is hot. Indeed, it leaves the
impression that we have mno tools
with which fo strike, '

This technique of preaching and
‘practice was the method of Henry
Cleorge himself.  We ~honor him not
only because of what he said, but
also because of what he did to back
up his words. The French Physio-
crats of the eighteenth century in
many respects preached the same
doctrine that George did, So, in
part, did Adam Smith, Se, also, did
Herbert Spencer.
Henry George. Yet today, it is the
name of Ceorge, the man of Ietters

- and action, that is the gtandard and’

symbol of the philosophy of freedom.
The. tremendous following he ‘gained
when he went into action, the carry-
over of which is -the existence of the
Henry George schools throughout the
world today, is proof of his own
words, . . . to gecure the most gen-
eral and most effective discussion
of a principle it must be embodied
in concrete form and presented in

practlcal politics so that men being’

called to vote on it shall he forced
to think and talk.about 11;." *

*Protection or Free Krade p, 319

’I"he’y preceded -

'SIDNEY J, ABELSON

Quite properly, as I see if, the pib-
lishers these days are issuing a
steady wtream of books designed to
provide the general reader with at
least a bird’s eye view of economics
—that mysterious compendium of
facts, figures and fancies which
seems to have such a profound in-
fluence on his life. What good will
come of this generous outpouring
remains to be seen.

Last month I had the duty, an un-
pleasant one, of speaking out plainly

dbout Professor Fairchild’s distinet~

ly minor opus “HEeonomics For The
Millions,” # volume which the New
York Times reviewer, Hazlitt, re-
ferred to as offering “socialism for
the credulous,” and which another
contemporary, The New Masses,
damned with faint praise, the praise
being for Fairchild’s belief in social-
ism as a goal and the dammnation &
consequence of his trapezing off the
Party line.

And now I have up for considera-
tion another volume on elementary
economics, Mildred Adams’ “Getting
and Spending” (The Macmillian Co.
$.60). Subtitled “The ABC of Eco-

" nomics” this work employs a style

and a technigue with which one can-
not find fault, given the purpose of
simplifying economic science for the
1ayman

However, the . author who makes
no effort to be original, but sticks
pretty closely to explanation and ex-
position, suffers the tragic fate of
a student who at an examination
copies the wrong answers from over
the shoulder of his classmate. The

‘men who control capital says Mil-

dred Adams, control the other fac-
tors in prodiiction, namely land and
labor.
ing doctrine, she puts forth the “en-
terpriser’”. as a separate factor con-
cerned with handling “all the other
thrée factors in combination,” and
rewarded for'mi-s service with “prof-
its.”

i | ha.ve to a.sk agam this perenmal

Also in tune with the reign-
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question’ which Georgists should ' not
hesitate to. repeat at every. turn,
“Where does production begin?” The
auvother of “Getting and Spending”
provides a sound answer: ghe 5ays,
“Land supplies the materials for pro-
duction. Labor goes to work on '
them, reforms them, recombines
them . . . Without labor, land has
no- economic existence. Without land,
Iabor has no economic exisience.
Without land, labor has ncthing fo
work on.” And then in the next
paragraph, “Capital is; from a physi-
cal point of view, dependent on the
cther two (factors)., Without land
and labor it would have no exist-
ence.”

We see then, that control over
capital is merely conirol over land
and labor once removed—that is the
ohly conclusion to bhe drawn from an
admission that ‘“without land and
labor ‘capitall would have mo exis-
tence,” When this logic is followed |

-a step further, it becomes plain that

since the natural workshop of labor
iz land, it iz necessary fo conirol
only land to conirol labor as well
The conclusion, therefore,' is ines-
capable, that the crux of this whole
guestion of economic control is the
system of land ownership. Further,
to say that the “enterpriser” per- .
forms a qualititively different type
of labor and therefore is a separate
factor in production is like insisting
that wyou se¢ with eyeglasses—it is
to impute a basic function to an aux-
iliary accessory—it is not the ‘‘en-
terprizer” or the ‘‘capitalist” who
starts the economic process—not any
more than eyeglasses start the see-
ing process.

Trite perhaps, but iried and true
is the statement that production he-
ginag on the land—and that that is
where prosperity begins as well
Thus; however adroitly the “ABCof
Bconomics” is presented, if that
“ABC" does not represent realistic
fundamentals, the effort is go much

‘talent wasted—or worse.

Workers on Behef——By Grace A&a.ms
Yale University Press. $3.0

Here is a case-higtory dlagnosis of the
W, P. A—an exposition of péople in dis-
tress, desperately seelking refuge in gov-
ernment  guardianghip. Unfortunately,
security of this nature, that is, sea,umty
based upon’ the paternahsm of the State.
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leaves itg beneficiaries mcreasmgly e~
peudent upon, government, and by no
mearns solves the ariginal prnblem of in-
security.” One can not be said to be e-
cure, -in any civilized senge, in a -SHelter
from which there is no prospect of ed~
cape. .

Way do ‘not ‘sdvocates of State.con-
trolled enterprizes ask themselves. “What
will induce - these W, P, A. workers to
leave the ‘Secturily’ of their government
Jobs voluatarily? The obvious answer
i3, better pay and at least equal security.
Such  being the eage, practical commen
sense should induce students of economic
problams to seek a source of higher
wages and greater seecurity, instead of
trusting in the acknowledged inefficiency
_and wastefulness of the W. P. A,, if they

reslly intend ihat government -interfer- -

ence should be temporary.

The author does not probe th1s broader
aspect . of the economic gquestion, hut she
does present a workmanlike picture of
the W. P. A. from one important view-
point, and thereby provides valuable ma-
‘terial for the soctal philosopher,

. V. 8TRACH
@
Books in Brief

The New Desl In Action 1833-1939. By
Arthur Meier Schlesinger. The Macmil-
lan Co. 60 pents.

A brief survey of the New .'Deal as it
has expressed
rather thaa theoretical discussion. With
a select bibliography of books treating
of The Great Depression in its various
DPhases. )

= E3 R
. Lest' Freedom' Fail. By Nathan Ayer
. Bmyth, Dodd, Mesd & Co. $1.75.

An anab sis of the present-day drift
toward ifotalitarianism and of the prob-
lems which follow as a consequernce and
endanger of. menace freedom of the izn-
dwldual

L R -1 & .

The Organic State. By Ross J. 8. Hoft-
man. Sheed & Ward, $L.50. “An histori-
cal view of contemporary -politics” with
emphasis on the questions raised by new

types of statecraft eand democracy’s
struggle for survival,
’ + & %

‘War Without Violence.
Shridharani. Harcourt, Brace & Co. 32.50.
A’ timely study of the Gandhi method
of non-violent direet action (satyagraha},
what it is, what it has done and how it
might be applied to problems in the Wes—
tern democrames
‘ + # *

Food and Life. . Published by The Unit-
ed States Department of Agriculture.
$1.50. . Ly

The Yearbook of Agricultifre in which

ecretary TWallare asseris that fifty per
cent of the psople of the United States
do not’ Jgei enongh
{ruzts and vegetebles 1o suable
mmjoy full vigor and health, and a larse

number do noi get encugh bec d.use they

itself in concrete action .

By Krishnalal .

af dairy products ..
them fo .

cannot afford it" Excluding the Sec-
retary’s Introﬂuctwn "Food and Llfe"
containg tnore than 1100 pages. of. fasci-
nating’ information on the problems of
human’ and ‘animai nutntaon.‘ T

™ L
Demucracy and World Dommmn By
Edwin D. - Scheohmaker. ® Richard.. S.
Smith. $3,00, -

An  analysiz of foreign policy as a
factor in causing war, covering the ime-
perial development of Britain, France,
Germiny, Russia and Ttaly, and suggest-
ing an attitude for the United States to
keep ot of war.

. LI I

Frologue to Politics.
Merriam. The University

By Charles RH.
of  Chicago

Press. §1.50.

A séarch for ‘“‘the truth that lies some-
where between the doctrine that. force
hag mo place in human. assoclation, and
the doctrine that might makes right.”

& £ » . .

Earopean Jungle. By T, Yates-Brown.
Macrae Smith Company. $3.00.

An analysis of the events leading up
to the present Buropean conflict.

) L 3 * .

An American Exodns.
Lange and Paul 8. Tayler.
Hitchcock.,  $2.50, )

A pictorial *‘record of human erosion’’

By Dorothea
Reynal &

. calling attention tc s national problem

treated m John Stembeck’ “Grapes of

Wra

L & #*

‘The Danger of Being & Genflemap—

and Other Hssays. By Harold J. Laski.
The Viking Press. $2.75. )

A collection of articles on world politi-
cal and social questions, including a
sympathetic piece on *faw and Justice
in Soviet Russia'* (written in 1935, before
the famous trials),

* * L

The Way Out of War. By César Saer-
chinger. The Maémillan Co, 60 cents.

The causes of war in general and of
the present war in particular analyzed
by the former European director of The
Columbia Brosdcasting System, with con-
crete suggestions on how the United
States cam remain neutral, Maps by Emil
Herdin, -

& t 3 *

An American Locks at Barl Marx. By
William J. RBlake. The Cordon Company,
Inc.

A lengthy, sympathetic: study of Marx-.
ian economics. Discusses in detall Marx's
doetrine and the various criticisms of
it, mcludmg those of Max lesch and
Henry - George

&= & % o

Terning Points in Bisiness Cycles. By’
. The Macmillan Coin-

Leonard P:- Ayres,
pany. J2.75.. -

A combmatmn of hlstol‘lcal and sta-_

tistical analyses with &cbnomie reason-

ing’ designed to explam the. cause of"_‘

depressmns

e
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dohn Kieran Rings the Bell

NEW YORK—Just to please J oht Xieran,
sports columnist for The New York Times,

mainstay of the board of experts of Ta-

dio’s: “Information Please” program and
authority on the ¢lagsics of English - lit-
erature, Mortimer J. Adler, author of the
best-seller, “How to Read a Book” is
going to work Henry George’s ““Progress
and Poverty” back into his list of the
hundred classics of human thought.

Mz, Adler, professor of philosophy at
the Tniversity of Chicago and a-. leader
of the neo~Thomist school of philosophy
in America, apologized to the convention
of the American Booksellers Association
here .on May 13 for leaving out Gedrge’s
masterpiece from his selected Ilist. He
explained that the pressure of other -
masterpices * of human fthought, in the
humanities and the physical and “biologi~
cal as well as the social sciences, mada
it necessary to keep the list in a work-
ablé range. .

Mr. Kieran, who followed Mr. - Adler
ag & speaker, remonstrated with -him for-
the omission. He had. not read “Progress
and Poverty” in coilege, he said, and
although he always Wanted to get around
to it," he never did until recently ‘and
had to work out his own idea of what
a gingle tax system ought t6 be like. But
not so long ago he got around to read-
ing George’s classic and not only found
that George’s single-tax sysiem  was far
superior to the Xieran anticipation of
it but that George had written a book
that, amde from its systam, was a great

'plece of English literature that coul(i

not be ignored, he said.

“I don't follow ‘sverything George
says but I do think he says a lot of
things we in our day ought to ponder ”
Mr. Kieran said. .

When Mr. Kieran finished speaking,
Mrs.” Irita Van Doren, editor of Books,
book gection of The New York Herald .
Tribune, who was presiding, announced -

. that in ‘a whispered conversation “at the

speakers’ table Br. Adler had promised
to restore “Progress and Poverty” to his
list on the next revision of his book, out
of deference to Mr. Kieran.
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NEWS OF THE CRUSADE FOR ECONOMIC. ENLIGHTENMEN"I"

Edzfed by S‘andg Wise

.New York Graduates io Hear Francis Neilson;

View World: Premsere of “No Sanday For Friday”

Veteran Georgist,

Former M. F., 6. Speak
NEW YORK—Hon, Franciy . Neailson,
whose article “Dangerous  Thoughts—

Without Dynamite” appears in this issue
of The ¥reemar, will address the grad-
ustes of the FGESS, New York, at their’

eommencement exerciges to be held June,
2rd at the Cafe Loyale. Mr. Neilson will
speak on ‘‘Heénry Gearge-—the Hecholar,”

the subject beéing one which this veteran
follower of  George feels hag been ne-
glected. As a member of the British par-
Yiafnent doting the lagt war, as author,
scholar, business mamn, orator; Mr. Neil-

- son has devoted much of his life to fur-

thering - the eause of Goéorgism. He is
coming from Chicage especially for this
‘otcastorl. Ceorgists who are famlhar with
Mr. Neilson's . ¢ratorical powers- arg - an-
t1c1pa,t1ng a Teal treat.

Snappy - Georgist. Ploylet
to Emiertain Graduates

Anothér outstanding  feature designed
to add a gala flavor to the evening will
be the wotld premiere of ‘“No Sunday
for’ Friday,” a Georgist playlet with a
“musical  comedy touch,””: fresh from the
the pens of Edwin and- Taura Rogs. Six-
teeri characters digport in Pphilesophic

freedom on a South Sea Isle, playing

bavoe with conveniiong in’ the hope of
making this world a really delightful
place in which to live, ; Everything turns
ont all right in the énd, but there’s plenty
of unusual excitement until the end Is
yeached. 'There’s just “No Sunday for
Friday”-unleds? Tickets for the Com-
mencement are still available.” Just calls
the School office—Murray Hil 4-6370--
and - say “2 on the aisle.' - (51,50 each,
including & first - rate dinner.) - Time
6:20 P, M., Monday evening, June 3rd.

Problems First;
Solutions Follow

BOSTQN Mass.—On May 17 the Bos-
ton Extension held a general meeling of
all graduates snd . olhers interested in
the HGSSS to plan and provide for an

._mcrease to 25 cleaded the coming seagern.
Iiere were 10 classes this Spring.

A new method of organizing clagses is
to be inaugurated. In the past all plans
for classes ‘wefe predicated om the
amount. of money on hand. This year
ohjectives will be wet down first; then
the cost will be computed; and finally =

drive to vaise the required fumds will get
under way, -

“Principal apeaker at the meetmg was
Mr, Reginald -Zalles of New York, Oth-
ers who addressed. the gathiering were
Dr, Chas.” R, Morgan, E S “Jeffries and
’Harold .T Power

Galifornia, Here We Come

LOS ANGELEb—It may tum ‘out to beo
just .. anofher- schemnd : Jfor -“soaking . the
rich' in a futile” effort. to wge_ the swag
as “bread and cireuseg” for ‘the poor;
put whatever it .is vr turns out to be, it

Aounds m;ghty 1kt a George' Gav. ~Cul-

‘hert Olson of Californis, 8o gaid the news
report, proposed  the apphcatmn of a

progresgive land tax on idle properhes )
- owned . by speculating landlords in ordar .

416 make such areas available for settle-

“Dinner-Talk Fest”

JAMATCA, T.. L—Thé sikth . reunicn
“Tyinnér-Talk Fest' was held on May 18,
at the Diplomat Restaurant, Jamaica.
Master of Ceremonies—C. 0. Steele.
Speakers: Hon.. William N. McNair—

_*"What Priee Government?''; Harry ein-

.

ment by . relief families. The. Governot

wag gaid- to have Instructed two official

. agencies, tha Hiate Planning Board and
~the State Division ef Natural Resources

to ascartain atl. ACrEage bemg withheld
froim use.

berger—‘Liberty’s Blackoutw-the Destruc-
tion of Civilization”’; 8pencer IHeath—
“The Seience of Society’; Vineent Me-

Taan on “Correct Thought before Right

Action. Certificates were digtributed to
{hose completing the Fundamental Course
in the ten winter clagses.

‘Wins Honors in Essay Contest

CHICAQO--Fred -J. Leverens: an _in-
structor of the HGHSS, wor third hon-
ors in & nation-wide esgay eontest spon-
sored by the Ratary €lub of Chicago on
the ‘subject, - “What Iz the Selution--to
the Problem .of the Employes,. Employer
and the Public?” This subject was dis-
cussed .in the Towr Meeting of the Air
on February -22, Mr, Leverenz “partici-
pa.ted in. the contest as a member of - the

'Klwams Club

Berkeley Holds Gmduatwn

. BERKELEY, Cal.-—Graduation’ axereises
were' held -on Apnl 29 in the .Alden Li-
prary for the graduates of- the ‘Bérkeley
Extension of the HGESSS. Announcement
has beeh made of advanced courses io-be
offered "in Berkeley - beginning  May 8. .

Australian Centenary Report

SYDNEY, N8 W.—Copies - of the official
report on- the Australian Centenary Con-
ference are available to students at 3l6d.

each,

The Letter Bazrage Continues
Letters continue to arrive from all
parts of the eountry, 1nd1(:a.ting the na-
tion-wide interest in spreading the phi-
losophy 6f Henry Georgeé . . . from tihe
New York World-‘I‘eIegram coraes a let-
ter by PAUL EUGENE MUELLER, of ~
'Bmoklyn, it which he probminds the
Georgist eonception of freedom in coR-
tradistinetion to the use of the word by
Sovialists, . . . Agaln JOHN . T, GID-
DINGE, of Fast Providence, offers the fo-
hition to obie of our many national eco-
nomlc probiléms—this timé the farm. prob-
lem, In hiz letter to (e Providence-
Sunday Journal he gives an alternative
to the campaign promisé of nominese Taft
of further govermmeéntal contrel of farm
prices. Mr, - Giddings suggestad latting
supply and demand operats in the mar-
k6t and . removing the eévils which pre-
vent théir natural function. . . . NATHAN
HILLMAN, Extension - Secretary of the
HGSSsS of Hartford, Conn., had a, letter
published in the Hariford Wewsadaily in
which he advocates that the members of
the newspaper staff enroll for the course
in Fundamantal Heopomics, . . . Al ex-
cellsht letter ‘was published in the Phila-

.deiphia Ledger in which its writer, HAR-

QLD SUDMLL, points.out that: the un-
earned incrsment in the rise of: land vai-
weés in Manhattan since its inseption has
been a colossal. robbaiy of both eapital
and labor amounting to millions, . . .
CLAYTON . BAUER, of Spencerport, N.
Y., recently conducted a controversy with
the editor of the Rochester Times-Union
in which he debated the question of eco-
nomic evils from the Georgisi standpoint.
.. . A letter by WALTHR- A. VERNEY,
of Roslindale,. in the Boston .Traveler,
pointed out the false distinction between
taxpayers and -non-taxpayers, inasmuch
as everybody pays: takxes. . . . The Harl-
ford - Courant -puplishes a -brilliant letter
from EDWIN % LESH is which Mr. Lesh
propounds -the fundamental: differcnee he-
tween soeialism.and Aemoeracy. s « oA P
ANDERSON, in a letter te ‘the Chmago
Daily -‘News, shows, that the foundation
for: poverty .in this country -was ‘laid. In
colomal times ~and , that. . Henry . George
gives the.solution, to, tha probiem 4
CONGRATULATIONS T AIaIa‘

Pullmg ’em m

CNEW - YORK—quday, ‘May . 20, . the
Leaﬂet Dmtnbutwn Committee | resnmes
its activities,. m preparaf,mn for the’ stm-
mer courses.’ Fifteen volunteers, work-
ing .in . pairs,. will . dlstr:hute pa.mphlets
and enrollinent . cards. in front of ‘the
New ¥ork Public  Library, in.an, efiort
to imcrease yttendance at the. School in
an inexpensive way. This method brought
eratifying resulis last term - “what - it, -Was
tried on a_small scale; this time 10,000
cardy will be distributéd.
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Chicago’s New Headquarters Revives Stirving: Memories; -
Larger, Space Leased at-64 W. ‘Randolph' Street.

CHICAGO—May 1 was moving day for
the~Chicago': Extension of the HGSSS.

The new headquarters at 64 West Rank
dolph Street comprises a large cIasaroom
easily acc;onunet_iatmg 40 students, a. com-
modions - reception’ and werk roem,  and
an office. . .

Pwice as much space Is available ag at
the -pld adéress, 139 N, Clark B8t where
the headquarters 1__1ad b,e_e;n_ lucgte& for
the-past fifteenr months. Additional space
wad vitally needed to serve the.growing
number of classes in Chicage and sub-
urbs. The headquarters. is not only a
cleamng houge for.the teaching staff but
for the inereaging nu.mber of ‘volunteer
gecretaries.

Iy leasing . the new headguarters the
Chicago trustees were at firgt umaware
that they were repeating history. ¥or
more than twenty years this address was
the focal point of Georgist aeclivities in
the middle west under the leadership of
the old Single Tax Club, Room 508,
Schiller Building, was the mieeting place
for all -local and visiting . Georgists: from
the time prior te the death of Henry
George - until . 1917, -when Weorld "War I
stopped progress.

The School headquarters are in Suite

600-601, The building is now known as
the Garrick Building,

The: weekly mesiings of the old Smgle'

Tax Club in:§chiller Ha.ll oftentimes had
ani att@nd@nce of 50, Melvyn J. Foyer
reports, - 4 vigit from Georgae €. Madi-
som, once secretary of the old Single Tax
Club, stirred’ his: ;memories of a Georglst
dance in- 1903 . W]:uch so packed the Thall
th: t .plans for a grand march had to be
abandened.

Presidents of the old Single Tax Club
ineluded Hiram B. Loamxs, now - pre i
dent of the Chieago board oﬁ trustees o,f
the HFGSSS; Eranlqm Wentworth, School
wrter in Boston; and the late Leon
Hornastein,
tor Chieago,

Classes are held in the new headquar-
ters every evening Monpday through ¥ri-
day, . except Tuesday which i3 reserved
for meetingy and exiza curricular activi:
ties of the alumni, The monthly meet-
ings of the Henry George Fellowship are

- on the first Tucsday of each. month. The

manthly meetings of - the Henry George
Woman's Club are gn the gecomd- Tues-
day of each month, . . -

The office ig open daily excent Bunday
from twelve to two p.m. ’
! LU R T

Philadelphia Secretary
Speaks at Swarthmore

PHILADBLEHIA, Pa—Fulian P. Hick:
ok, &ecretary of the Philadelphia. Ex-
..... FPa.. an
April 28 on the subject “ng;@l, Justice
apd the Land Problem.” Mr. Hickok
also spoke to the Wednesday Club in
Philadelphia on May 85.on *'Stznificance
of Declaration of Independence.”

Full Page Write-up :
NEW YORK: “Leagué News,” official
publication of . The New York League. of
Glrls Ctubs, Ine, devoted 4 full page of
its Ma.y issue to a wn’ge»l.p of the HG;SSS
Thé  author bf the artlcle, Miag Sara,
Wald, civic editor of the pubtication, will
be among the graduates “at the New York
nencement . ceremonies | L6n. June . 3.

Smkers Burezm Repﬂrts ,

. Dorothy - Sura,: Secretary:of the Spoak.
erg: Bureau, reports the following beok—
ingss . .

Apr, 26_G-race Isabel Co]bron at. Ferum,
Hotél . Anderson, «N, <X., ~on “Has  Democ-
racy Failed®'

‘May F--David: Hyder ‘at-Marxist Groip,
Elmhurst, L, I., on “Ecenomzcs of Henry
George ¥

May 14Ernest Fein at Sunnyside Jew-
isn  Center, Long. Island Jen “¥outh's
I—Iop-e in Deémocracy. -

June 2—Henry A. Lowenberg at ‘Litile
Mt Zion Baptist Church, M. ¥ on “De-
mocracy—How to Achiéve It

EHIATEE R L RIRINIELAEL A I ER LI RO e

Chicago Plans Ahead

CHICAGO--The mid-term teachers
meeting oz the €hicago Extension of the
FHE38S8 will be hetd at the new head-
quarters, 64 W, Randolph 8t., en Satur-
day, May 25 at 2 WM,

That evening the alumni dinner and
dance of the Henry George Fellowship
will be held in the Italian Room of the
Allerfon Hotel.

Representatives of all current chasses
will eonfer on plans for the commence-
ment snd for the classes of the next
term on the following Saturday, Jume I,
2 pm. at the new he&dg,uarters

The Spring term commencemént will be
held  on - Thirsday evening, June 27 in
the Recital Hall of- the Auditorium Build-
1ng, 431 8., Wabash+ Ave - Frank €hodo-
thto;a -of: Tha :li‘reeman and: mrector

Pia.ns -are being made !o}s. the . atartmg‘

of ‘mintimer classes - L - fo current: h!gh
schoof gmduates and eollege studems

Summer Term——June 1‘7

: NEW YORK ,Classes in Funﬂamental
E(onon’ucs will~be conducted durmg' ths
summer. hegm 'ng".ﬂme 17 af 7:30 B I,
Erom ,anday through’ Thursday Some
spec:la.l clagses in the “Seience of. Political
Eeonomy,™ and several Teac}iers Tra.mmg
clasges, il be ‘the only advahced work
untit the ﬁ;ll ferm, CIasses -for high
achogl gradunates Wﬂ! be held durmg Lhe
daytune . .

former Corporation Coungel’
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.. Advaneed Classes In
" New Jersey

NEWARK, N.- F-Following the com-
pletion of the ten-weeks cougse in Fun-
damental Fcemomics and Social Philoso-
n N. J. the fivesvwesks
¥ Principleg of. Iuter::iatu}nal
Trafle ig"now being offered in the tolr
lowing centers: Blmmﬂel@ Elizabeth,

Hackensack, Irvington, Kearny, Mont-
elajr, Nerth Arlington, Orange, Ferth
Ambey, Union Oty and Dover: A course

in ‘“The Selemee of - Political Reonomg”
will be eonducted during the summer,
to be followed by a Teachers Traiming
clags for these graduaies who . wish to
join the teaching staff,

New dersey Graduates 180

NEWARK, N. JF—The New -Jersey
alumni afranged a dinner io gelebrate the
‘graduation eof 180 siudents .from the
gpring term of elasses. The dinner was
held at the Hamilton Restaurant, Broad
Strest, Newark on Monday, May 13th.

Mae V. BEdds, instructor, was chairman
and Mrs. Apna Ceorge de Mtﬂe Georga
T. Bushy and Teowr Arpin were the guest
sgpeakers. Ea_ch of the sixteen olasses
elected a representative who speke brief-
ly, expressing a yariety of opmlona about
the benefits r&eewed trom: the course anﬂ
their umanimous desive to. s;smsf._ in ad-
vancing the work eof the School.

This was the largest graduating class
in New .Tersey, br:ngmg the total in that
State to 650. Plans for 25 classes in the
Fall were announced at the dinmer.

Hamilton and Tideman Speﬂfk

© EHICAGO—Edwin Hamﬂton, instrugtor
of the HESI3S, addregsed the Ameriean
Legion Post in the Sherman House en
Monday evening, April 15 His subjest
wag The * Americap Constiimtion.  Mr
I—Iamﬁttm is & member of the Ameriean

Legion Arrangements for the taII: were
made ‘by William F. Tefo, Commander
of the Post. Mr., Tefo is a eurrent siu-
dent in the Austin Library elass, - '

Henry L. T. -Tideman, director of the
Chiedgo - extension, = speke before the
Young People's Group of the Fourth
Presbyterian- Church on Sunday evening,
April <28 His- tepie’ was AR Eesnemlst
Lookﬂ ‘at Chrigt."”

On Tuésday evenuig.'April 23, MY, Tide~
m;m was thf- guast ‘speaker of the “Traf-
by Men's Association, on' the sub:lect “An

2 memcan Eumomxc "Philogophy.™

Macllenald Returns to Aiaskae

NEW YORK—Some fifty students and
teachers ‘attended an impromptu farewell
on April 2‘? for Mr. and Mrs. DonaId

Matteson a.pa.rt:ments Neiy Yorkers re-~
mctanﬂy parted from the Mg, Donalds o

Written” by Llo_yd Buchmgm.

S
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Putting the Bchool First
By LOUIS WALLIS.

‘Any speaker sent cul or booked by the
School should try to make the audience
conscioug of the Schoat as clearly and
emphatmally as posmble with a view to
getting ‘the largest numbér of enroll-
ments. The « Speaker's prunafry cbiect,
of course, is to make ‘the -gudiénce ‘feel
and aee the problem which Georgism at-
tempts to. solve. But there is, nothing
like establishing & direct connection be-
tween the audience and the School. The
guestion. is how -to do thig in the best
WAY.

- A highly important psychologlcal fact
which must be held in mind is, that any
audience has only a limited amount of
¢ £ feective attention-energy. ' For in-
stance,- let ung suppose that the speaker
presents the main subject as well as he
can. Then, at the end of t.‘ne talk he
mentiong the School and informs the au-
dience that any one who ‘cares to do 80
may come forward and sign a card which
will brmg a free course on economics by
mail. A few will eome forward and do
as. suggested, But the objections to this
procedure aré (1) that the effective at-
tention-energy of the audiénce has now
peen absorbed into the main stbjects,

and (2) that a “gertain amount of inertia ’

hes ‘to ‘be overpowered and neutralised
jn order actually to bring a person to
the front. The result is that the School
appears to be & mere, casual afterthought
which does. not link itself up ‘with the
main . subject of the address.

‘A _seeond method is to mention the
School at what appears to be an appro-
priate point in the talk, and then start
cards inte circulation through .the awdi-
ence. This will bring a somewhat larger
volume of response. But even 80, the
reference to the School seems to break
up the address and introduce an alien
jtem into the development of the subject;

_ the result being that the effective atten-
jon of the audience is broken up into

competing ldeas which distract the mind, .

A third method follows the logic of the
sxtuatmn and brings the best results,
The School is back of the speaker; and
the gpeaker has been gent out by the
School., Very well! After he has beéen
introduced, he gays, *‘Before taking up
the main subject, I wish to make a brief
announcement.”” (This rather umusual
procedure at once rivets the audience;
and they specuiate upon what is ecming.
In other words, not ‘only the fresh at-
tention-energy of the audience iz en-
listed: but their curiosity i ardused.) The
- speaker then goes on: ‘“The Board of
Regents of The TUniversity of the State
of New York''—(he now notices that the
audience attends even more closely, and
he goes on without a pause)—*"has char-
tered a’ School of Social Science which
will glve anybody in this room a free
course on economlcs, ‘the uppermo:.t
problem ‘before the pubhc You get the
mlmeegra,phed sheets once a week for “ten
weeks, It onmly takes 3 few mmutes to

go over each ledson; and the -course conts
you nothirg. All you have to do is to
write your name and addréss clearly on
one of the blank cards which will be,
put in circulation through the audience.”

(Parenthetically, it is better. to have
blank cards. fivé by three inches, with-
out any -specidl places for this, that and
the other item., A card with dotted lines
and minute directions where to write
ig distracting and requires more atten-
tion-energy than is available in a ‘meet-
ing).

The advantage of putting the Schoel
first ih this way iz very great. The peo-
ple composing the audience are already
econemie-problem-conscious = before _ they
assemble; and you connect up with this
mental condition at ' the very start by
saying ‘that the School gives a course on
economics, The fact that the course is

iree is also a drawing card, as is the’

initial mention of the Board -of IRegents,
etc. Moreover, as you proceed ‘with the
address, you have ‘already laid the
groundwork for natural and -logical - réf-
erence to the School, You can emphasize
your points by saying, “In a brief meet-
ing like this, we can only consider the
main facts of the economic problem. But
by taking the free course, you get the
underlying philosophy of the facts.”

The latest meeting in which this method
wis tried was with the Jersey City Ro-
tary Club,  About -geventy=five “upstand-
ing business men were present. Mostly
of ecourse from Jersey City; but there
were vigitors from a dozen other places,
the most distant being from  Chieago.
When the talk .was finished, - fifty-three
of these men had written their names
and addresses on the blank cards which
had been meanwhile distributed from
hand to hand. They are now in regular
touch with the HGSSS, gettibg their les-
gons every week. KEach person in the
audience was also handed a plece of free
Georgist literature; and the reporter who
covered the event for the Jersey Journal
put a column write-up in his paper un-
der big headlines, giving the esgential
facts of Georgism,

Make the New York area talk; and the
nation will listen.

Jamaica Forum &

JAMATCA, Y. I.—Forumg on ‘““‘Current
Economic Issues' at 83-25 Parsons Boule-
vard, Tuesday evenings at 8 P.M.:

April 23—Morris D. Forkosch—* ‘Henry
George or Karl Marx—Which; Shall De-
mockacy Choose?” April 30—Dr, Elmore
Leftingwell—'"Who Moukds Puwblic Opin-
ion—and How?” May 7—Frank Chodo-
rov—“The Decline and Fall of Civiliza-
tion.”” May-14—8idney J.- Abelson—""The
Horge-and-Buggy . New. Deal.”  -May 21—
Reglnald Zalles—‘Reflections on Walter
Lippmann’s ‘The Good . Society.”” . May
98 _Michael J..  Bernstein—'Can Collectiv-

ism- and. Planning Solve Dur Social and-
Economic Problems ?* June 4—Paxl Peach,

—"The Mnney Problem.” June 11—John

Luxton—-“ls Eeonqmlcs a Scxence"”

~at Bryn Mawr
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It's about time to give - little hand to
members of The Freeman Workshop, a
band of diligent Georgists at headguar-
ters who do a lot of digging up of facts
and more than a lit{le writing for this
publication. Not in any partlcular or-
der they are: MHelen Bernstein, Elbert Jo- |
sefson, David Targ, Malcolm White, Frie-
da Wehnes, George Bringmann, Maurice
Strum and Elizabeth Gerber,.

& ® &

In case you see the HGSSS mentioned
on_ page one or points west in newspa-
pers .of all sorts and conditions, every-
where, likety as not it"li be because of
the energetic activities of William Eitay,
New York graduate, public relations go-
getter who's deing his bit for the cause.

[N R

He can well be proud of his record,
. X. Suicliffe of Berkeley, California,
compieted his training course under Noah
D, Alper in the summer of 1937. Since
then he has taught eight classes, claims
a total of 119 graduates. That’s the only
way toward Georgism,

L * &

The statistical charts which accompany
the articles in this issue by C. O. Steele
and Donald MacDonald were drawn es-
pecially for The ¥reeman by Samuel
Augerbach, who has generously contributed
his services.

& & ]

Recently to Dr. and Mrs, Henry George
Y of Wilmington, Delaware, was born a
son, His name? Henry George EV! Car-
ry on! :

® ® [

The library at HGSSS headquarters
is nmow compiletely catalogued, thanks to
the efforts of Bobert Clancy, ably assisted
by Maxrtha Zalles.

* = &

»Pairbanks is infested -with old-time
Single Taxers who owe their allegiance
to Donald MacDonald,” writes Jim Busey,
editor. of Frontier, the new Georgist, '
monthly, published at Wasilla, Alaska.
"We shall try tu get them to start class-
es there.”

L L N ]

Dorothy Sara, Speakers Bureau Secre-
tary, has returned to her Alma Mater—
the FHGSSS—after spending a few days
and  Vassar .Colleges,
wherg she ansalyzed handwritings of, the
students. When Miss Sara is not . busy
booking, speakers for the FGSSS, she
takes . time out at her own work of being
a grapholnglst. .
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Gaorge L. Rusby, one of the earliost
Georgists, was born in what is now Nut-
ley, N, J., on Beptember 2;. 1865, emdctly
26 years after the hirth of Hem'y Gedrge:

As a young man he joined the Mstho.
dist church, and becgme an active worle
er. After years of this activity he res-
ognized the faet that econemic gondi-
tioiis were morve eofféetive in  dragging
people down than the church could he
in biildihg them up ’

“For & time er._"',I'iiisﬁii eapoused So-
clalism, -One day in 1896, Logis Pargons,

another early fa}lower of George mdlxc;ed_

Rim ' to read “Prowress and. Poverty. i
(,onfu‘mexci in’ hls b@c:ahstle views " MF,
Hushy agreed io. mvestlgate the S3ingle
Tax, idea only fo “pulverlze that argy-
ment,” ag he pui it, From that da.y to
this ba has remsijned an active Georgist.

The day Hempv George died, October
27, 1897, George Rusby went to the Usion
Bquare Hotel in New York to offer hig
condolences and help. PButb the campaign
for Mayor was still epn, though thé stan-
dard hearer was gohe; and 3 speaker was
needed to address a street corsier migets
ing. Mr. Rusby was impressed info ser-
vice—and that oraticii, made from the
tail bodard of a fruck, proved the fore.
runper of huhdreds delivered during the
following 43 years.

About 1900 Mr. Rusby published his
bookict entitled “Smaller Profits, Re-
duced * Salaries and Lower Wages; The
Condition, The Causé, The Cure of
which migre than 100,600 copies have beeh
distributed in En glish, Editions in
Trengh, Sgamsh and. Danish swell this
total.

Géorge L. Rusby was one of the early
mémbers of the Fairhope Single Tax Cor.
poration, a supporter of the Natjopal
Singlée Tax League, of the Fels Fund,
the Manhattan Single 'Pax Club, the
Henry George Lecturs Bureau, the Rob-
ert Schalkeéfibach Foundation,
many other Georgist activities,

He aided it a number of political ef-
forts tp establish Georgism but findlly
reslizdd ihat such setivities were not
making Georgists. e therefors K wel-
goried the edicational program suggests
ed by Osear Geiger and is noW a stadhch
suppartér of the Henry Georgs Schoal
of Socigl  Beiénce,

In Defetive of the State -~

Much - as -X- feel- disinclined - to--eriticize
The Freemam, I protest that your May,
1940, editorial entitled ‘“The Power of
the State®-is an expreéssion -to the-degree
coneewe only ‘ideas founded on the eter-
nal necessity- of class divisions in- society.

I quotz from Matthew ' Arnold’s. *'Cul-
ture and Anarchy': *“Well, them, what
if 'we trisd to rise above the-idea-of class
to the idea of the whole community, the
State, and to find our centre of Hght
a.nd authority ' there? Every one, of us
has' the idea of country, as & gentiment,
hardly any of us has the iden of the Stute
as a workmg DowW2E. And why? Because
we habxtually ive in‘our ordinary seives,

whith de not carty Uy bieyond “the’ fdea,&-

T e

and wighes of the class to which we hape
pen, to-béleng, Ahd we are all afiaid of
giving to the St&te tow muck power, bés
causé we only conceive of thé State as
someéthing e,quxvalent to the: okass -In ocs
cupation. of  the - exdgutive : governinent,

and aré aftaid of thai clags abisihg pows

er.ta ifs renvn’ purp()%s vate BY  0UR gus
eryday selves .., we are. separ*ate, pors
SOIAY, At Wwar: we are only safe from
ohe. anothér'y’ tyranny, when xo. one hasj
any power;- and this safety, 'in itz furn
¢anfiot save 11§ from anarchy . . . But by
our hest self Wwe are united, . impersonal,
at harmany. - Wea are in no _peril from
giving authorlty to this, becauge-it-ig tha
truest friend we all of ug can have; and
when aparchy.is z dapger to us, to this
authority we may turn with sure trust

. -We want an auﬂiomiy, ‘and e THid
noﬁung hut - jealsus: elasses, checks and
a dea'llnck; cyitiye suggests the ides of
the ‘Btate. We find no basiz for & firm
stafe—power in our’ ordmary sel\*es, cul-
{lre: suggests one. ta s m mu- l’;est self"’
{Emphasls mine). : :

I subnut the fm'egcm';ga not on

and of

as 4.
protest agam.st your ed1toria1 attitide;

but alsd’ 48 4f ‘answer tg youir duéstion
in that editorial. You say: ““The State iIs
power. Hvery attempt to define this po-
liticul coteept in gther ferms fails ¥iat

Tty only réality consistd in the
pnwer—%)aht:eal, mmta.ry, andg, b(sbicaily,
Geonomie, power—which it manifests; How
elge can the idea of State be definad?”, ,.
M. A, Leister, New York. -

R £ b & .

Likes the Scheols Work _

« At one thie the Teddess of Justice
stood blind-folded holding an evenly hial-
anced sgale, But now jt seéemg that she
id ‘blind:foldled only ovér one éye, while
thare i5 a glint of misghief in the othér
~—und the scalés a¥e held vertically, over-
batznced by the weight of gold, while
industrial humanity is bemg cmc1ned i
the cross of .greed.

The Henry George School of Sogial
Seenee js doing a great work trying to
enlig hten the public in regard to our
goanomic cendition which now  permits
somé to appropriate thousands of dollars
a day Imm ground rent for Whmh there
is not bne jota of eguivalent returned
while the industrial mgsses. suffermg
with anxiety antl care fmd it hard to toil
the lozw day thréough. And millions more
find it harder still fo have no work to
do‘mWaIter A, Vernay

Millions of . Speeches Needed

T want to congratulate you on the ra-
port of ‘your speech in the May issue of
The ¥Fréeman. We will need a good many
millions of speeches of this soit to get:
thiz country to be willing to aecépt the

" wealth that other ourtridis- are willing

to furnish us with if we will only Es-t
them.—J. €. Llncom. Arigona, ' ‘

4 ¥ .
Preaches Fmdam

Perusal’ oﬁ the pages of “The Frcemam
haj given -me many a shanged attitude
toward publie questiong, and furnighed
me thh halpful attitudes or ilgstrations
for my sermons.-<Rev,” Char}_le_smKrautﬁ
Fegley,_Ncw Ji C oo
T N
Bettcr and Better

Kmdly extend my -Bubacription m the
"Freeman," for another year.  Your brii-
Tidnt éoterie of contributors Séem i make
each’; sudcecding isgue tore  convincing,
mate interesting, move worth while

. . R Pickson, Ottawa, Canada.

T . .08 %
In Memoriam
..My..brother, . George M, Kauffmah, is

being buried today. In his memory I ea-
close. herewith. ... .. and. request thai his
nagme he: recorded as a contributor to the
cqmplstmn of the “Building for. a_ Batler

."'—J H Kauffms.n Col‘«mnhs.q




€4 OU CANNOT 8TAME OUT

an ides or shoot it oul or sufio-

cate it with press-agentry and
publicity talk, Ideas must be mel with .
idess. The only way an unsound phi- -
osophy can_be dealt with is by meet-
ing it with a sound me”—A4. 4. Nock,

~ OF PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS

. MEET THE MGUMEWS OF
 COLLECTIVISM
WITH THE PHILOSOPHY OF
INDIVIDUALISM
|| READ

, AN APPEAL -
_To Friends of the Henry GeoTge School

C AN you spare ten minutes to halp the Henry George
dchool? That is all the time it will take vou to wrile

down the names and addrn s of ten or fificen of your
friends on the bottom of this form.

: By spending ten minules thiz way you may #dave the
8shool many dollars in reducing the cost of getting new
students)—and you may be furihering the cagse of Geovg-
tism to an fumeasuraibls degree! {(Our experience ghe
ihat each new student socner or later brings o lew otbers,
The nhew students who come here directly or indipsctly
through the names you give may be the source of dozens
more—and eventually of hundreds of Georgisist)

H Don't you see, iherafore, how important it is inr you o
spend these tén minutes belping the Schont?  They may
weil prove to be the ten most valiable minutes you ever
spent!  Ves, of course, we could cireularize telephones
pocks, or we could rent sxpensive lists of names hatd by
bock publishers, magazines and other eommercial organi-
zationg. But de vou want ip know the “inside” ftruih?
Hera it is: o list of names brings nearly SO maiy new
earollments as that suppiied by former or present studenis
~thea names of your friends e WMove yeluablo to the
Gehool then any obbers we counid passibly obtain.

Pleaase romemmber that in circularizing the names you
recommend, your name will not be vsed. The Hchool

\ wanis these namer of men and seomen for the sole purbose
of inviting them to {ike the Free Course in Fundamental
Wesnomics and Social Philesophy, We want to soread ihe

; ’ . P Aoolrine of frecdom—the scisnee of a society of peace and

: e plenty for afl.

‘ : - Your kelp is needed. I you believe In a fras society,

vou will heip--not just by falking freedom, but by acting

) By MAX HIRSCIH

458 Tages Cloth Eound - $2- postpaid

| “Hirsch's treatise attacks collectivism’s fundamental. in the cawse.of freedom. FHere is one specific thing wyoew
H . doctrine of State-created rights, and destroys it. It ex- | can Ao for the pause sew--give us fhe names of prospac- :
smipes coilentivism's econcmnic soaceptions, ifg industrisl tve iﬁeqrgis_;i’s.‘ . hen th -*i*r dod
: propossls, its ethical cobeeptions, its distributive pro- mcg{? you do it at ence—mow, when the names ars #eeds
: pozaly, its political conceptions, its pretensions o be soi- o
entific, and wreeks them all. . . . The rasrit of Hirsch's & 7 ! -
) ' work iz that it presenis the complete case against every |f HENRY GEORQE SCHOOL OF SOCL AL SCIENOE
ki : known form and shade of State colléctivizm, from Marx- " 3p BAST 29th STBEET NEW YOEE, K. ¥
. jem and Fascism down 1o the New Deal, leaving not a . . L : s
& sheod of respeciability, or even of -plavsibility, to the 1 belleve the ft.)llowg'xg might be. interested In cr}nmds??w
claims of uny of them, Out of the mouths of the eol- Ing your iree courss in Fundamental Economios ang B9
Y : : lectivists themselves it shows that the State does not and cial P?"HDSOP'?]Y' It is u?{let—'.stoo‘_i you Vim not use xy
eannct administer a collsctivist economy without bringing | name in writing to these prospective students.
; on conssguences s0 calamitous as’'to end in a complete re- Name
barbarization of society. It is the simplest, fairest, most Address
il orderty, and intellectually the maost respeciable presenia- |
p tion of this c¢harge that I have ever seen; and it is un-. Name
- _answerable"—From “In Defense of - Individualism,” by Address
: ) Albert Jay Nock, The Atlantic Monthly, Juse, 140, "
. : 5 . o ; 3 Name ;
; Eé HENRY GEORGE SOHOOL OF SOCTAL SCIENCE Address _
g 20 East 20th Street, New York, N, Y. Name i |
i : S Send me 8 copy of ' Address ‘
! | DEMOORACY ¥8, BOCIALISM by Max Hirsch Name 5 :
i i - ¥ sncloza 32, ‘ ‘ } i
\ Co A S % Address . - : SO
Nume 9 . PLEASE LIST ADDITIONAL NAMES ON SEPARATE
i : sl - ' . - - - SHEET : :
! e City — - ptate . _§ Address e B . ]
S—— comgenn gy e s S D A




