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The significance of current labor legislation is
not in the ostensible purpose of these statutes.
Tt j¢ in the economic error which gives rise to

them, and in the social trend which they hasten
and perpetuate. :

 The economic error is that wages are paid by
capital. The social trend is the division of the peo-
ple into permanent castes, based not on religious
ritual but on conditions approximating servitude.

¥ ® &

All these laws postulate the exigtenee of a class
of workers and a class of employers. The rights
and aspirations of individuals in the pursuit of
their chosen occupations are completely ighoted.
The ego is non-existent. Workers aie 8 uniform
protoplasm poured into the mold designed by
legislators; employers are a peculiarly intractable
group who int spite of their apparent differénces
in enterprise
wolfish proclivities which, for their own and their
employees’ good, must be harnessed by the law.

The old idea of a worker who ran the gamut
of apprentice-journeyman-master is disearded.
_The ambition to rise from the rariks is fiot only
disappearing, but the labor laws are based on its
complete disappearance. A iminer's.son - is des-
tined to be a miner, & bricklayer must not aspire
to be a contractor. - The ideal underlying these
laws is not the individual, but the mass group in
which no individual may aspire to heights not at-
taihable by the other members of that group..

® * *

. The difficulties that our legislators are having
with these laws spring frofm a fatuidl revalgion
to this caste system..In European countries gen-
erations of econofni¢ ‘slivery have conditioned
the minds of the people to an acceptance of servi-
tude, Our legislators point to-England as the
ideal of employer-iabor relations, and promise us
that if our new-fangled laws along these lines are
given a chance, we to0 shall subside into the same
cense of servility. oo true. Another generation
or two trained in an environment of permanent

unemployment, of State gharity, ©of .obsequious.

compliance with officialdom, and the individual-

o Our Caste System

and initiative are alike in' their

A
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jsm that "produced this gréat country will be a

fairy tale.

¥ #* *

Aiding and abetting the process of decadence
is the piffle taught by our pontifical professors of
economics. In fact, it is they who are really con-
wealing into law the labor-employer caste system,
for it is in the false theories they teach that the
apology for this system. is found. That capital
pays wages to labor—-the areatest and most vi-
cioiis lie that has ever been perpetrated on man-
kind--i either implied or brazenly stated in their
textbooks, in their “popular” writings, in their-
lectures.

To destroy that falsehood it is only necessary
to point to the true cause of poverty, and to pre-
vent the decay in our social system witich these '
labor laws merely mirror. Wages are paid out of
the production of labor. Wages are paid by la-

‘borers to laborers. The shoes produced by ‘the

choeriaker find their way through our system of

~ exchanges to the maker of shirts; and the wages .

of both are the result of these exchanges. The
rate of wages is determined by the relative de-
sirability of the shirts and the shoes. The em-
iployer, merely another kind of laborer, aids by
‘his management in the production of shirts or

“shoes, and is also paid for his services out of the

‘product.
. . * E N

The only way to increase wages: is to increase
rproduction. And -sinee all production must begin
-with natural resources, access to these resources

s of necessity the determining factor as to the -
“arbouht of production that will eventually find

its way into the pay envelope. Therefore, thuse
ta vhom We have given titles to the Karth can
‘and do reduce the part of preduction that goes
4o all labor, because they can and do determine
the terms upon which: this necessary access to
the Earth: ¢dan b had. This tf‘i_ith Bur pundits as8-
‘giduously ignore.
L . o E N E ' * d '#- : * v
tf we Americans have wit enough to learn and
apread this truth, gid act dccordingly, we may
yet avoid the caste system which our economic
‘trend is foreing on s, as it has on England, and
which is being coditied by our tabor legislation.
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The Coal Strike

A hali-million workers want to
produce coal—sao ithat millions of
other workers can produce other
things that require the use of coal.
When this half-million lay down their
tools, transportation in New York is
curtailed; workers who produce the
clothing which, through the medium
of wholesale and retail. exchanges,
ulimately is sold to the miners for
their coal-wages, have to stop. The
clothing workers are thus deprived
of their clothing-wages, and cannot
zet wheat from the farmers; the
farmers, thus deprived of their
wheal-wages, cannot ‘buy automo-
biles; the Detroit workers have no
automobile-wages, and so on, -

But, why do these half-millicn
miners day down their tools? They
want to wornk, for they know that if
they do not bhave coal-wages they
cannot get for their gratification the
things other workers prodiice.

The newspapers say. the mmers
auit because their union could not
come to an agreement with the mine

owners. The assumption is that u.nion'

leaders and imine owners make jobs
possible, This is not so.. Jobs are
made possible where one producer
wants what, another producer malkes.

But, jobs can be made impossible
when one group of people who own

natura}._jre_sources Tefuses access to

these resources, The miners did not
work because they were barred from
working by a legal privilege, And
everybody suffers,

®

The One-Way Partner

Taxes absorbed 22% of the nation-
al income in 1938, the largest share
for any year as far back as records
are available, according to & report
isszed by the National  Industrial
Conference Board, The previous
“nigh'” was in 1937 when only 17.7
cents of each <ollar income went
for taxes. Out of our:toial production
went thirteen billion seven hundred
million dellars’ worth to maintain
federal, state and local governments.
One hundred and five dollars per

man

woman and child

The saddest part of the story is
that while our national income in
1938 was 10% less than it was the
year before, our tax bill increased

11.49%. The less we make the more
they take.
Thus, throug‘h. taxation, govern-

ment becomes more and more a one-
way partner with production, It is
one-way because it takes none of the
risks, adds practically nothing to the
enterprise of making a living‘. If, as

1921
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has been claimed, taxes go to render-
ing service which alds production,
then the more taxes we pay the
greater should be the production, The
figures for 1937-1938 show ths re-
verse, We paid wmore in iaxes for
1938 than we did in 1837; we pro-
duced less. If the theory thal taxes
provide - services that aid production
were true, every increase in taxes
snould amult in greatf'r national in-
comea. Does it?
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BRITISH LANDHOLDING S IN UN[TED STATES (ESTIMATED) 20,000,000 ACRES
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The 12th Census (1300 Vol. V., Pt, 1, .

showed only about 225,000 scres of rented
farm land owned by foreigners, of which
anly 70,000 was Brilish owned. However,
the House Committee en Public Lands re-
port of 1886 (L. 5. House Rueport No.

M/th Congr 14886)
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VII of the supplementiary Beport sf the
Land Planning Committee to the Nativnal
Resourees fBipard, approx. 1857, lsls seme
of the larger fandholdings, in arres, of
foreign groups and individoalsO' This
shows 28 fercign tcorporations ansd indi-
vidunals with 0,747,000 aeres of which 25
British corpurations or iodividuals ewaned
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Sir John's Budgét

iF Johm Simon, Charieellor, of the

Excheqier, recently told the BYitish
people that the ‘‘cruel necessity™ of
preparing thé Eaipire fof “defenise”
necessifated dn ouflay of $3,150,000-
000. Afid then he told them how this
mofiey is {6 be raised. _
wirst, $1,960,000,000 Will bHe “Gor-
rowed” ‘Thit wmeans, of course, that
Britons fof many generations will b
biuedenéd with a4 tdx load. These
. taxes will nof be paid to the govern-
ciment buf evahtndlly to the Holders
of tie botids, Perhigps Sit Johi will
buy some of these bordy; tHAE 15, fie

will Yodi to the presefit goverfment, .

of which he is part, sofie¢ of his
wealth, Th due course of time he wifl
di¢; and he will begueath these bonds
to an heir. ‘THis heir, who had noth-
ing 6 do with Iedaning anything to
the govermmed{, or with earning any
of thé money loaned to the govern-
ment, will collect from British work-
ers of the next generation; -through
‘taxes, part of their prodection.

We cannot borrow from a fulure
generation, We canhot shoot guns
today with ammunition made in the
next century.
what we produce today. AH we canl
do with regard to the iext geners-
tion is to load them- with 4 moFtgdge
on their production—a mortgage
which they did not confract, for
which we give them nofhing,

It is fatuous to say that the moft-
gage iz a good thing for them, that
witliout it they would net have &
“country” to live in, or “treedon
from slavery,” and so on ad Har§ean.
How fo we know what kind of gov-
ernment they would like to live
utider ? What fight hHave we to pre-
seribe the conditions under which our
great-grandenildren must seek theif
satistactions ? Let us hope that they
show more sense in ordering theif
world thid we have showfi; we can-
not hoast of our social scene, chaf-
goterizeld by poverly and by war.

Nor cafi we claim that the sacri-
fice we are asking the upbern to make
is af aguifaice that they will be free
fromd poverty of fFont war. In olur

own “democratic” Utiffed Sfates, no’

generation has been free fromy war:
A the increasimg ningber of uns
eviployed indicates that the causze of

" made a mess of things;

We consume boday

poverty is. ag virlent today as aver.
The claim of “good parenfage” is
stupid, 1A the Tight ‘of history. We've
therefore,
wé tanfot claim any right fo impose
onr ideas on the future Lét's give
tharn 4 chanee to Work out théir dal-
vation for themselves. We have no
right to mortgage them:.

Bui, the reason Sir John proposes
to moFtgage the fitie DY Borfowing
wegily two billien froms €hé present
i§ that if he provoged fo tdke the tWwo
Vitkior: fromg those wihs have it fhere
wauld e sach opposition from thége
people -that his Whole plan wWould
fizzle out. 'The¥e is two bildon in
Fngland noWw, ¥ there weren’t Sir
Fohw could not borrow it. Why not
ke it—IFoin the present generation,
from the living who want to “save”
England, from those who got it in
England? it is their England. How
wmiteh is it worth to them? Apparent-
1y, not two billion.

We almest forgot to maentiorr the
billion-odd dolars that Sif John Is
actually going to take ffof the prés-
ent generation. Most of it he is going
te get from tes-drinkers; cigaretfe-
amoXers, automobile-drivers, snd
offier Britons who work for these
thirigs. The fellows Who have the two
hithort will pay some oub of ibéir
fficovhids---but {he source of their in-
comes will not be affected. If if were,
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England rather than a foreign epes
tny: as Francs fought Spaniards,

Ang thé -dspadént Bitons, mured
by English sophistry - fo - economic
slavery, proudly méét Sir John's pro-
pesat to further eénslave themr with
a headline; “Weé Can Take It

@

Liberte-Egalite-Fraternite

Usieniployad Frefich workmen mdy
e shifted to any parf of Prancs
whiets there is Wobk, wnder g decreg
gignied lasf momth by the President
of the Bepublie. That is, i they want
to eat. Failire to go where they aré
geht by the government deprives ihe
workers of thé dole,

We ard fold by our “economists”
that unemplogment and relief must

be consideréd a pérmanent peoblem

ifi this cousrtiy. ThereTore, it is quite
possible that sents bright yeung pol-
itico-sconomist may suggest an
Amierican couriterpait of the French
wiethsd of meeting this probiém. If
& ghge-mafisr Who has M¥ed all his
life & Lynn, Massgchusetld, finds
himaself cut of werk, he may be of-
dered to Milwaulieg Where this bright
youhg planner hadg found a job for
him, If he fefuses fo go; He starves

‘We might cormitéiRt of the simitar-
ity between French “democratic” and
Nazi “totalitarian” methods of han-
dling smemploymetit. But, it is wiser .
to think of our oWl problen.

they would in all likelincod fight
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Business—As Usual

The iInited ‘SBtates Chamber of

Commercé ingugurated last month a
new strategy in ifs war upon the
New Deal. It feted 300 Senators and
Representaiives at regional dinmers,
at which the verbal attacks on New
Desl policies were greeted with loud
applause. The plan apparently is to
outtlank the executive branch of the
government hy -an attack upon the
legislative branch.
. Let us analyze the motives and the
socidl philogophy which tinderlie this
coitroversy belWween Business and
dovernnment. Fat involved in this
stiuggle Is a principle which affects
the welfare of every citizen, as well
as the difeetivh which our form of
government musgt take, We are hot
pystanders; we afe all in this fight,
whether we know it of not.

The fight between Buslness and
Government did not start with this
administration. Long lefore our
Pregident  invented the “economic
royalists” another Roosevelt explod-
ed with the “malefactors of great
wealth,” The commission form of
goveramerit is Mmuch clder than our
modern .alphabétical bureadcracies.
We .iniist ool i"or fundanéittal
causes before we ecan fully under-
stand the controversy betweenh Busi-
tess and the New Deal

The purpose of Bislhess is, at bot-
tom, the rerdeiing of service; the
motive js to make a profit, The mea-
sureé of the services rendered is the
number of sales. But, the piofit for
which usiness is cohducted is ot
. necessarily determined by the num-
ber of sales. The profit is the excess
of income over olitgo—the difference
between cost of production and price.

This- excess should increase with- the.

amount of services rendered——w1th
the number. of sales. But sometimes
it can be increased by securing a
privilege that rediceés cofipeétition,
thus mcreasmg pnce

So, then proﬁts can |be mcreased
by securifig  special privilegés, For
instance, if T gef an.exclusive license
to gell peanuis at fhe cireus, I ean
get a higher price for peanuts than
what I should get if I had compet-
itors; my profits would be increaged
by the privilége, nol by thé riumber
of gales. :

I the government gave me

a monopoly through a tariff of a

-patent or a title of semg kind that

could be enforced, on ihe right fo
look at the oo, then I could ms=ke
a profit on all lovers without giving
therm anything in return.

Profits, then, can be made by ren-
dering service or by securing a privi-

lege. If we study the fights bhetween

Government and Business we find
that at the bottom there is some
privilege which Business is trying to
get or to hold on to. But remember
that every privilege is an advantage,
and every advantage includes a dis-
advantage. My exclusive property to
the Man in the Moon is to the dis-
agvantage of lovers all over the
world, What I gain they lose.

It is the province of Government
to see that all ifs citizens get a fair
deal. Therefore, it should be its busi-
ness to see that none of its citizens
has an advantage over others in the
struggle for life and the pubsuit of
happiness. It ceases to be good goVv-
vernment, il becomes wicked govein-
ment, when it grants privileges which
enable some fo make a profit with-
out rendering & commensurale ser-
vice. Such a profit (like my price for
the moor) is net profit, it is extor-
tion.

All privileges are derived from
Government. And that is where all
the trouble begins, If the governmerit
had never given to some of us special
rights, tariffs, moncpolies, titles, pat-
ents, subsidies which enable s to get
a jprice for’ whwh we Fepder no ‘ser-
vice, there would be, hothing to fight
about. But, onceé embarked upon the
policy _of grantmg pnvﬂeges, the
government ts called’ upon by various
pressure ‘groups .to- grant mofe and
more pnvxleges—to the disadvantdge
of more and mote de-prlvﬂeged cit-
izens. And, of course, “When - Govern-
ment ‘tries to reltace 1ts steps by
withdrawing prwﬂeges “those” who
have. been getting “somethiug for
nothing” are quite upset.

Most people engaged in the pro—
ductiofi of goods have had to work
in a ecofmpetitive market, and their
profits are commensurate with the
services they render. In fact, most
businesses have siffered by the privi-
leges given By goveimment to the
powerful pressire groips. They have
to buy from these privileged gioups.

&

But, because business men do not
distinguish between profits derived
from service and pirofits derived from
privilege, wé find the producers lin-
ing themselves up with their hatural
enemies—the privileged group,

The real struggle is not between

Business and Government, It is be-

tween Producers and Privilege,
@
He Sees Something

“We all know that it is largely a
matter of chance if a hew highway
is loeated through one man’s land
and misses afother man's land & few
miles away. Yet the man who, by
good fortune, sells a narrow right-oi-
way fof a new highway makes, in
fnost cases, a handsome profit
through tbe increase ih value of ail
of the rest of his land. That repre-
geiits afi unearihed ircremeitt of profi,
a profit which comes to a mere hand:
ful of lucky citifefis and which is
denied to .a vast mmajority.”

The guotation is from the Presi-
dent’s letter to Secretary Wallace, on
a proposed network of highways.

To obviate this ¥profit which
comes to a mere handiul of lucky
citiZens” the President suggesis thal
the government acquire wide strips
of land ot either sid€ of the proposed
roads and sell or rent the property
to private citizens when its value has
been enhanced by the consiruction
of the Foads,

With due respect to our P'resident,
the naiveté of this proposal is guite
appalling.  In the first place, when
the government atteinpts to acquire
this la.nd the owners will Jack the
price ‘up in antxc,lpa,twn of the en-
hanced value . that the road will
bring. Condemnation proceedings will
not nelp much, for the courts havs
always t,aken ephanced valuatiohs in-
to consideration when making
awards; the etlucs of unsarned  in-
crement has never heen qnestmned
by . law, because it is not questioned
by somety

.Ag for the suggestlon that the gov-
ertiment sell the lard “when its value
has been enhariced by the construc-
tion of the roads”—this smacls too
much of lznd speculation by the gov-
ernment. ¥ it is vight for the gov-
ernment to speculate in Iand, it is
vight for private gitigehs eto spectilate
in land. -




et

The simple, Teasible and ethical
solution is for the government fo tax
the value of the adjacent lands. The
increment being due to the improve-
ment, made. by society, it belongs to
society. The way for. society to get
it is through the instrument of fax-
ation. '

9

The President Inguires
Forty-two witnesses from induastiy,

finance and 'the. government have

heen invited by the so-called Tempo-

rary National Beoonomic Committes

to help it answer some guestions pro-
pounded by the President, to wit:

i. Why has investment lagged?

2. Have we scen the end of our
dynazaic mass production. based on
lower prices and more employment ?

3. Are we in for siagnation or de-
cline ? .

4. What is the proper function of
government when investments. lag?

What a pity the President did not
geloct a few students whe have com-
pleted the study of “Progress and
Poverty” te hcip him solve these
problems.  fixpense to.the taxpayers
would have heen saved, for these
students would gladly have paid their
own expenses for the pleasure of help-
ing out the bewildered President, and
the answers, based on fundamental
principles, could have been given in
the time it tdkes to have a cup of
Here they are:

1. Investment hag lagged because
there iz no markst for investment.
Thare is no market because the pro-
duction of wealth is at low ebb. Re-
member, Mr. President, all returns
on investments, whethar in Industry
or in Privilege, come from produc-
tion. When production is low, in-
tarest is low: when interest is low,
'capital stops working. Capital will
continue idle untilt a market for its
groducts can be found, The market
for all products is-—-Wages. Iintil

ton,

that market is revived, Capital can-
not go to work. You'are’in a gquan-
dary, Mr, Roosevelt. merely because
you learned at college that Wages
come out of Capital. Get over thal

notion and yowll solve all your ece-

nomic worries.

2, This is a puzzling
Sounds very much like an economics
text hook. But it might mean: Have
people stopped wanting things? Have
they a surfeit of automobiles, cloth-
candy, books, fishhooks, rare
stamps, homes, and all fthe -gther
things people usually want? Frankly,
Mr. President, anyone who thinks
that, is an idiot, There is no end
to man's desirés. And since the ob-
Jject of production is to gratify man's
desires, there cannot be an end or

ing,

“surplus of production.

3. Yes, Mr, President, we are in
for stagnation .and decline unless we
let men go to work to produce the
things they want—and to keep them.
Now, the reason they are not work-
ing is that a few people who own
the earth have placed s price on
permission to worl. (Of course you
know. as a farmer and a fisherman,
thai all work starts on the land.}
Ti's a stiff price and leaves to the
worker very little Wages Lo live on.
When Wages are low you have evi-
dence that production has declined.
That's why our economy ls stagnant
and declining.

4 That’s easy. C AN the govern-
ment has to do is to collect the rent
of land and give it back to all the
people in social services. Then the
land owners, Mr, President, cannot
withhold the Earth frem use: cannot
gollect tribute from Capital and La-
bor, Production will keep pace with
degives, Al of production will go to
Wages and Interest, none to Tribute.
Oh yes, you will not be bothered with
taxation. for the rent fumd will take
care of all our social needs. Abolish-
ing taxes will increase the  purchas-
ing power of Capital and Labor,

S FREF=TRADE
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Class of 1939

We recall, dimly indeed, the smo-
tional  experience ©of reaching out
for our parchment. Bureka!

It was the last time we wore sur
cap and gown. It was not the last
time we thought of them. How loyal
we are tn the ideals of youlh! Thea
bitter experience of a forced shed-
ding of these ideals during the en-
suing years onty heighiens thiz de-
votion to the lost cause.

That is why class re-unions are so
bitter-sweet. The meeting with souls
that for a few fleeting yesars em-
braced with ns the law of Justice
enkindles the spark thal never dies
out, The flame s gons Years of
frustration and disiliusionment, years
spent in a world where Success, not
Justice, is the idol, years of buffet-
ing the blows of dire necessity, of
needless inbumanity, have nearly
guenched the warm glow of campus
idealism. But not gunits, Even the
pictures of long rows of graduates
marching down the library steps re-
vivifisx the undying ember of what
was Man.

And sn, every June, even as we
pity these graduates for the hurl
they will suffer as their dreams are
torn from ibeir hearts, we still en-
joy a momentary re-living with our
own youth. That is good. Far in
that one moment corses 2 new viger
to our weary mind and tiring body,
g0 that until next commencement
we may keep on fighting for a world
in which some graduating class may
realize the ideals of the campus,

College Economics
‘Instructor-—-What is Capital?
Student—When you lend scmebody

$5.00.

Tnstrictor—What is Labor?’
" Student—When you try to get it
back.
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Henry George and Kaﬂ Marx

By frank McEachran,
-3

As the title of this address may
suggest too extensive a range of
subject, I will begin by stating more
concisely the points I wish {o make.
These are three in number and start
with a general remark on capitalism,
its relation to Liberal®* and Marxist
policy, and the respect in which the
Communist attitude differs from ours.
The second is a study of the mentality
of Henry George and Karl Marx on
the background of economic environ-
ment and the possibility, arising out
of this, of explaining Marxism in a
new way. The third is the Marxist
dialectic and its relation to social
histery, in particular its relation to
our own point of view and future de-
velopment, These three points are
bound up closely fogether and form a
definite whole, explaining the real
character, not always realized, of
world conditions at the present day,
1f the conclusions drawn seem some-
what pessimistic, I will allege the
events of recent times and point out
that if an element of {ruth s ascer-
tained, then something positive is
achieved, More than thigs we cannot
claim to do. .

Modern capitalism, as we interpret
it, failedg to develop along sound and
normal lines owing to a very simple
reason. This was the failure, i post-
fendal times, to collect land values
for revenue and the consequent crea-
tion of a popuation permanently un-
able fo buy the wealth it produced,
The manufacturer, bent simultaneouns-
iy on depressing wages and on selling
goods ** wag never able to solve the
contradiction and in consequence was
forced into a constant and chronic
gearch for markets. A solution was
found in the nineteenth century in

overseas expansion, export of gzoods,

capital and men, cubminating at the
present day in the “imperialism” of
modern capitalistic Powers which has
been so fruitful a cavse of war. To-
day the speciacle of the Japanese in
Manchuria and ef ihe Italians in
Abyssinia may help to remind us,
somewhat starkly of our own past de-
velopment and suggest, perhaps too
late, what the world is really like.
There are now ne new markets, and,
short of openinmg up the moon, a
limit has come to expansion. So the
Crisis comes home to stay and under

1

Copies of this address, which was de-
livered before the 1836 Internatiomal Con-
férence, Lomdon, Eagland, are available
af the Henry George School of Social Sei-
ence, at five vents each, postpaid.

various - rubrics, Nationalism, Fas-
cism, - Hitlerism, ete;, s with us
everywhere.

With this simplified a.nalysm of the
tendencies of capitalism thée Marxist
would in the main agree, and it is
only in the diagnosis of its character
that a radical disagreement- arises.
¥or where we make a fundamental
distinction between “wealth” and its
source, between perishahle “poods”
(food, clothes, houses, machines, etc).
and imperishable “land,” the Marxists
fail to make any distinction and ap-
proach the problem from the angle of
value pure and simple. Again, where

we attribute the defect—and the only -

defect—of capitalism to the private
appropriation of land values, they at-
tack capitalism root and branch and

" regard it as fundamentally unethlcal

Analysmg it briefly as—
(1) private enterprise; -
(2) investment (use of savings
. for further investment});
we maintain that it is perfeetly eth-
ical and that its apparent defects are
really due to an external cause, 1. e,
a foolish system of land tenure. All
values in the long run acerue as rent
and although the superstructure of

modern capitalism concesls the fact,

vast accumulaiions of finance capital
depend finaily on Iand values,

Granted theretore the public appro--

priation of land values, capitalism
in its essence would still remain, but
g0 changed in range and manner of
operation that the first to derive
benefit from # would be the worker
and the worker, moreover, as an in-
dividual. What the Marxists eall “sur-
plus value” and what iy really an ef-
fect of land values accruing privately
would returk to the worker by the
ordinary forms of competition and by
means of a constantly rising level of
wages. All this, however, the Marxists
arg prevenfed from seeing for his-

torical reasons and they go on 'to

condemn all formg of private en-

terprises and ali interest on private

capital, so coming to the erroneous

. conclusion thal the social urge has

primacy over that of the individeai.

significant this is. For

7

Hence to a large extent, their con-
demnation of Christian ethics, which
are primarily individualistic, and their
substitution of relativistic codes, va-
rying trom soeial level to social lev-
el.§ They are right, of course, in point-
ing out that the laissez-faire of the
nineteenth century led to ernormouns
evils, but the reascen is not the one
they. allege. Far from being too

laissez-faire the nineteenth century’

was not laissez-faire enough and it
is possible that in pointing this fact
out we may perform a service of
the greatest importance.

The history of the nineteenth cen-
tury was distinguished by the pres-
ence, almost contemporancously, of
two famous economic philosophers,
Henry George and Karl Marx, each
of whom diagnosed in his own way
the economic situation of his age.
Both were original  in thought and
both were influenced by the age
they lived in, most of all by a cer-
tain difference of environment. But
before following this point up, iet

. us notice that the free markel in
‘goods and ideas, which we regard

a3 the fundamental basis bf the Lib-
eral outlook, was the background
for hoth Marx and George and witns
out its wide horizon and immense
factual knowledge Marx himself and
his work 'would be inconceivable.
For this reason, if for no other, the
contempt of the Marxists for Lib-
eral thought is, fo say the least,
ungrateful. The point iz small, yet
guggestive. It may undermine the
absolutism of Marxist theorizing.
To return fo the economic argu-
ment, The Ldiberals claim and even
Marx himself agreed, that the funda-
mental basis of exploitation was his-
toricaliy iand enclozyre and that if the
land bad been really free no monop-
oly of “surplus value” could have
grown up. Now -the environment
which Marx grew up in during early
manhood (Central! Eurcpe) angd that
which George was- brought wup in
{(America) differed precisely in this
point of the land guestion, and we
shall see on examination how
Henry
George living in an America
still half empty, saw the obvious and
only means of preveniing monopoly
and saw it, historically speaking, only
just in time. What had escaped Adam
Smith, what the Physloorats In semi-

n
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feudal France saw only va.guely, what
nineteenth centurv anla.nd could
never have seen of itself, that was
seen and could only be seen in half-
empty, vet industrialized America.
For America is unique in modern
times in one single respect, namely
that there glone for a time competi-
tion hetween labour and capital was
weighted on. the side of labour and
conditions were to some extent free.
Land was cheap and labour was dear,
and in consequence labour poured mil-
ion-fold into this -land flowing with
milk and honey. The outeome of this
wa now know, having lived Iong
engugh fo see. For almost a century
America was the Tand of the free, the
land of uniimited pO‘SSlbllltle‘:, the in-
spiration of a Walt Whitman and of
a Mark Twain, and remained 5o,
raughly, till the frontier reached the
Pagcific. These days are Qver now and
over for good. The literature of Amer-
jea is no longer optimistic and no
one knows what the futyre holds.
. Tt was otherwise with Marx., Born
into a land-locked FEurppe, where in-
dustry was founded on a hasis of un-
froe land from the siart, where bar-
gaining possibilities had never really
existed for the worker, it was natural
that he should draw conclusions very
different. and of an anti-individualistic
naturve. Capitalism, with ity private
enterprise and interest on investment
{behind which the land value problem
was completely concealed) with its
ruthlessiy unethical attitude towards
the labour it exploited and which no
econtinic jaw seemed to protect, ap-
peared to Marx like a monstreus cari-
cature of a “system” and without ex-
amining fully the assumptions behind
tpis judgment-he rejected the Liberal
hope. Nothing short of a workers’
revolution, in -the conditions pse‘mm
ing, seemed teo him io offer any pros-
pef’t for the future and on this basis
he worked out hig economic theory.
Yet aven Marx, thinking the mat-
ter out more fully in the third hook
of Das Kapital, seems to Tealize the
impiication of the early land encl')s-
ures and either did not live to drive
this point home to his followers,.or
found the historical position {00 hope~
iess ip make it practical. Hence the
pre&,em sitnation and the development
_of the Masxist dialectic, which is the
third point T wish to make. .
This is, of course, no place to dis-
euss the infinite rawifications of .the
Marxist dislectic as developed’ from
Hegel and Marx down to Lenin and
Stalin and T shall confine myseil 1o
3 fow sallent examipies. Ammdmg
te-the philosophy of dialectical ma-

terizlism the moyement “of history
(like the movement “of ceverything
else) proceeds om a definite patiern
of thesis, antithesis and synthesigs,
the thesis being the beginning of the
movement (such as feudalism}, the
antithesis its breakdown and trans-
formatipn (at the time of the Re-
naissance and Reformation), and the

synthesis the new -movement- evolv- -

ing out of it (in this case the eco-
nomic society of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries in England).

As regards the cause of this move-
ment the Ma,rmsts find its moblle: in
the material means of produc‘ﬂon any
change in which of a radical kind
leads finally te a revolution, peaceful
or atherwise, in tie political and so-
eizl structure. Az.an example of the
way thizs interpretation of history
works out, I can point to the English
reheilion of 3640 and the revolution
of 1688 where the change in produc-
tion, since feudal times, first ex-
pressed  itgelf  in  political - forms.
Fundamentally the new agricultural
antrepreneurs and their allies the
mevchant boeurgecisie who made their
wealth by means of large sheep runs
and export of wool, ete., were wrest-
ing political power from the now ef-
fete feudal landowners,

in our own time the Russmns have
effected in qmuk guccession two
major revelutions {March-November,
1917), first a bourgeois, then g work-
ers' revolution, thus catching up and
also outstripping, in their own esti-
mation, the pations of the West. For
notice, the same inevitability or des-
iiny which change in the means of
production  brought about for the
hourgepisie in the past, is now work-
ing for the proletariat and pannot be
evaded, Capitalizm, in. opder to he
more efflment must continnally con-
centrate. Conceniration in s turn
jmplies bigger plant, vaster congeries

of ‘workers, and massed workers, ia-

the end, mean revolution. Finally the
day comes when the workers, prop-
erly organized, find themselves so
numerpus that the revolution ocours
almost of ilself. This iz what hap-
pened in Russia in 1917 where in
proportion to. their numbers,
workers  were massed in fewer fae-
tories than anywhere else on earth,
not exchuding  America, So Russia,
having stolen a march on the resl of
the world, now waits for our revolu-
tion to follow hers, Evolution is for
it, destiny is for it, we are doomed.

Obviongly, for us wha still belleve
in humean fresdom there IS No cer-
tainty in this prophecy, whatever
ether siements of truth it wmay con-

the

- and

téin. Vet it behooves us to cxaming
carefully the implications «f Zhe

< dialectic and to use for our Wil pur-

poses the parts which affect us. In
the first place we’ must note that
Marxist Communism, in the light
of past experience, does appear to .
be the culinination of the evolution
of a century, even if, in our opinion,
it is an undesirable culmination. The
growth of land moncpoly (increase
of private rent values), of tariffs,
of quotas, of currency restriction,
of taxation; etc.,, widening and hard-
ening  hindrances to  production,
leading to  great  relative pover-
1y and unemployment--all point in
the same divection. The worker
unable to find work, and the em-
ployer, unable to sell his goods, both
appeal to the State and find in it
their only salvation,

What is surprising then in the
point of view of fhe Communists,
which sess no hope apart from the
State and in s name seizes svery-
ihing, removing campletely the
whole Idheral foundation? Hawing
failed to break monopoly in iks in-
ception and to maske fhe individual
gself-supperting the only alternative
is to “zo the whole bog” with the
power of the State. It is frue that
Marxism iz ultimately “anarchic”
claiming that the State will swither
away, but this implies a correspond-
ing economic basis, which the Marg-
ists as yet have not supplied. What
is certain {8 that in Russia Liberal-
ism, a3 we Know i, is dead, and
once dead it cannot easily be re-
surrected. Btranger still, in England
itself, once itz greatest sironghold,
it s dying., too, and here is where
the diadectic can really teach a8
something. .

The question has often been put
to mie, what iz it thal has prevented
Georgeist - principles  from - finding
accapialion in all parts of the world,
when to moest of us-—and we are
ot cleverer than other people--—-they
seem 80 obvicus and self-evident?
Or again, we might ask, what it
that hag vrevented Liberasl bag-
men afier many oppertunities fHrom
effecting more than a minule pro-
portion of what they hoped to effect
which hag even Jwoeught the
in this ysar of grace 1934,
steadily
cob-

world,
to the pass it is now in,
moving towards a renewal of
fiet”

For notice, not only are we mak-
ing practically no advance but also
we are definitely rvetrograding, the
loss of ¥Free Trade when all
is congider=d, {fbs day In

Deing.
ackest
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Liberal history ever known. Al

ready {0 many observers, the epoch :
1832-1832 from the Reform Bill and -
the Repeal of the Corn Laws dewn .
to.the crigis of four years ago when

Free Trade and the Gold Standard
were abandened, is an epoch which
ig over and done, the epoch of Liber-
al politics, of toleration and of
humanity—the gne  great age in
history when the world lived in im-
mense hope, '

What iz it then which has caused
#ngtand, the one hepe of an inter-
nationally-minded world, to defiect

Cfrom its position as-leader in Liber-
al-thought and- economics—what is
it, I ask, but this same dialectie of
the Marzists which slowly but sure-
ly revesls a history mowving againgt
us, cutting the very ground from
under our feet? Internal monepoly,
luck of buying power, State guotas,
marketing hoards, subsidies, etc.,
have created In Britain and are
creating net only vested interests
which will bring us te rdin in the
end, bul also what is perhaps even

worse, a4 mental bluntness gr warped
thinking whick makes unprejudiced
disoussion almost impossible. Most
of us, in endeavoring to explain the
genersl point of view of Liberal eco-
nomics, must have noticed an in-
creasing difficulty since the ecrisis
and even 4 growing opposition, so
that even the Free Trade position,
s obvieus and convincing in itself,
is now no longer acceplad.

T wventure 1o prophesy bere and
now that the opposition and the dif-
ficulty will mcxsnme steadily in the
futurs.

We have seen recently the fall ‘of
what -was, - #f «net: Liberal. govern-

" ment, at’ least ciyilized government
with democratic” tendencies in the
whole of Cemiral Eurepe-and we- are
in ne doubi 4s to the eauses. I re-

mentber’ once - in - Budapest a very’

old man makingz to me in & com-

ment on the post-war situation, ihe
following remark: “When a country
is still » young, as Ameriea was a
century. ago, then the Georgeist
solution is not wanted, the land is

© still free and iabour is in demand.

On the’ other hand, when a country

- is old, like this Burepe of ours, then
it-is o late and np radical change

can gecur. The vested interests are
too strong. and all that can happen is
decay.” - This is a comment which
I think exaggerated, but it contains
an element of truth and may remind
us at-least where we stand and the
histericsl role we play.

On the one hand we have monop-
oly growing in the West, leading
gradually to fanaticism, poverty and

spiritial decay, and fmally Faseism.

On the other we have Soviet Russia,
where private mienopoly, it is true,
i3 broken, but where another more
powerful has srizen in ifs place, that
of the State. No one will deny the
sincerity of Communist principles
and the honesty of thejr belief in
future freedom, but we cannot help
seeing, in ihe whole evolution of
present-lay life in Russia, the dével-
opment of precisely the opposite

“fendency. For in ‘Russia to-day

conditions are heing-created, ‘and at
terrific speed, which by thelr OWI
nature and fuaiure developmemt de-
mand centralized eontrpl and must
always de so, and from which it is
inconceivable that freedom should
arise. Huge towns, rivalling and
oyi-distaneing London and New
York are not, in our opinion, the
right way to solve the age-long
problem * of - town wversus ceuntry.
and -a’ “planned”: and “concentrated”
industry, after all, is the culmina-
tion . vather than the negation of
capitalism,

Finally, in betwaen the Fascis{ and

" Russian oppos1tes we have the de-

‘spised Liberal policy whick alone

’ Q;Efers net ‘only the abstract hope of

freedom, but also a concrete, if dif-
ficult,” way of achieving it. ~Thers
are, in our terminolegy, two sources
of wealth and no other, land and hu-
man bpeings, and in the free inter-
play between the two, wealth arizes
For many centuries chaftel slavery
was a legal and moral insiitution,
decldred and pronounced by econo-
mi¢ experts to be absolutaly nesces-
sary. Later, slavery was found un-
necessary and cne of the sources of
wealth was made free. The other

source - of wealth—the more passive

one-—is stiil held in Bbondage by a
feolish scanomic system amd it may
remain s0 Tor years {o come, but
oniy when if i3 free will a free soui-
ety arise.

Ir conclasion, I would like o my
tha,t the Liberal tradition now suf-
are, in our termm(:legy. two sources
in the world and if it collapses there
is nothing, positively nething, which
can- be put in its place. Freedom of
ihe intellect comes from the Gresks,
ef the spirit from the Christians,
and bhoth are rogied in the freedom
of matter, the inearnation of the im-
material in the material woerld, Free
the body and the soul may ficurish,
Trap the hody and the soul may
wither. The sdncient world, with all
its culural splendour, died of fthe
slave monopoly of Reme: let us be-
ware lest our own die frem a similar
cause. ' : ’

# The word Liberal is mot used in any
political party sepse but as deseribing
the point of view of those who hold that
the economic probiem can be solved with-
out the dictatorship -of the state.

i A contradlctmn “dlscovered racenily

“ by Major Douglas. His ‘‘secial credit™

remedy is like mending the reol of .a

< ‘hepse -when the greynd is _givmg.

r(‘\hrist;ian ethics téntii < unfortunataly,

. %o “assume’’ economic ffeedor as am ax-
iom often whem it is cansplcuoasly sh-
sent

LT LT

? ".--'!\UIHHH

1Q153|1““‘.“




16

T The Freemaam, June, 15934

“Liberals” Continue Great Silence

Fy Harry Currnson Brown
@

& recent editorial o the 8
Post-EBspmtch enfitled “Tax Tor
and Recovery” exemplifies again the
et that land-value laxation is—ap-

Louds

in “lberal” circles
the subject of The
Hoseems

parently as much
as anywhers else
Great Sience. Even when
that a particular train of argument
pannot possibly fail to iead 1o seme
evaluation of fhe
“liberal”
: Lo avoid

cownneant on or

TETE,
rpans

land-value-tax  pr
writers nevertheless
any mention of it

The Post-Dispateh  editorial In
guestion contaiay  approving  refer-
snces Lo 2 Brookings  Instilafion

study and to a Mew Republic article,
the authors of both of which, if ap-
peary, are equatly loath lo menticn
at ail the community-produced rent
th the iz
authority | the

porines Lo
Citing as

of iand in
probiem,

Brookings study Wy Dr. James I
Magee, the editorizl contends that
i taxes ave so high as to Himit oo
sharply the prospect of profit {rom
an  investment, people  wWho
aply let i remain idle
business stagnates and
into  the

have
maoney will si
In thal onse,
labering men are forced
vanks of the unemployed”

The artiele goes on to say VIT we
plage taxes so high as to dry up the
atremm of new invesiment, as Gere

many has done, we make 1t difficull
for democralic capitalism o endure,
This is a point which John T, Flynn
has argued with a good deal of con-
vigtion in Lthe Wew Bepublie, The ar-
swment iz developed at length also
i a report, Taxation Under Capital-
jETIa ued by the MNew Fablan Be-
seareh Bueeau, represenliing the grad-
tandd,”

wal Saocialists of Eng

1 de not interdd, in this connection,
to comment. on the various changes
in our lax sysiem siaggested in the
Rrookings veport and in the editorial,
ch oas the proposal toe levy taxes on
ineome from government securities,
nction of

and the one to allow a d
porpoeration losses over a paried of
several years Instead of only one, be-
fore caleulating net taxabls Incolse,

- <o | ointend 1o take any position
= on the question whether the troe
axplanation for continued
st editorial
tersds- the taxing away of the gains
ot capital

i
Business
Ok~

agnaiion is--as the

But I de intend to emphasize the
fanl twi on land value or on
the income fand and
such, can take practically adl such
imeome {in strict theory, absoluilely
all) for public purposes withent dis-
couraging in the slightest any capi-
tal construction ¢r any employment
of labor.  Atb the same time it acls
to discourage spsculative withhold-
ing of good land from use al the ex-
penge of the  colmmuniby.
would point oul that the mors revs
enue is thus secured, the lass is nee-
sarily apprapristed from the earn-
ings of true capital.  And henee, the
net  referas on oapitad nvestment
conld b apprecialbly ikcreased, There-
Tore, whabtever may be the evil con-

tnal a

framm aites A3

3

L=

(A

sequences of taxing capital and the

income from capital heavily, these
consequences CAaR be avolded by dis-
tinguishing between capital and land,
and by distinguishing between the
interest on capital on one hand, and
ihe rent and rovaities of sites and
naturs) resources on the sther. No
oiher possible tax reform offers such
relief to dndustry, enterprige  and
theift, or such hope for the sommon
rman, Vet gur “lberal” newspapers
apd magazines - won't give it even

Ths 51, Louls Post-IHspatch I8 ve-
putediy & wvery “liberal” newspaper,
Tt hag recently expres itself as

passing mention.

highly criticsl of the retaill sales tax '

¥ ocan hardiy be in faver, therefors,
tituting sales taxes for the
criticizing.  Aside
irn--almest certain

o5 B

taxes it is her
fron: the sugg i
1o be carvied out in the very near

el

And T

hat more tax be colisciad

futur
from  the dpcome oo government
nonds,  national, state  and  local,

where is the revenue to be secured
to rellevs capital?  Is it fo be had
by reducing income tax exemplions
(broadening the income tax base™)
s oas fo collect s larger smount di-

Crectly from fhe labsr income of ihe

lower middle classes? If not, how?

Of course, being so “liberal” ihis
paper and others Hke L must not—
and evidently will nof—suggest any-
thing io interfere with a system un-
der which private individusls snjoy
agch year billions of dollars worth
of community-produced site rent. OfF
course they will not attempt io in-
terders with a system under which
4 majority must ‘pay & minovity for
permission to work on and to Mve on
the earth,

It is essential to eve’” capital,
Yeu, indesd. . And zales faxes must
not be extended. OF vourse nol. Bul,
above ait and mosi important of all
—5f we are “Hberals"--we musi not
s0 much as whisper the suggestion
that community-produced site  rent
might be made to pay @ higher tax
than the ecarnipgs of dabor, produc.
tive enterprise and thrft, And so
this proposal of some fdealists con-
tinues to be, among oy “Hberals”
The HSubject of the Greal Bilence,

&
What You Can Do

The man who tries to do what he
can, be it ever so Hitle, wiil sarely
find bis power grow and his sphers
of usetuiness widen, Greal meetings,
stircing  addresses, political  cank-
paigns, may be ail in their way use-
fut bul that which tells most js the
guiet, hand to bodnd effert of sarnest
men and women, o nol be impas
tignt te ses rvesults; do nel be dis-
heartaned if you do nof see them. Mo
one can ever tell how much he may
do,  Thought sel in melion goes on
perpeluating ity impulse in ever wid-
sning circles, and the humblest and
the wenkest may striks & spark that
will in fime kindle & g;‘e&t light.

HENRY GEORGE

P
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The Fat’m-

By Waldo J. Werniche

-]
A deputy assessor’ appreaches a

farmer and tries to find out the

value of his holdings; the assessor
sperates on the “ability fo pay”
theory, which the plundering piraies
of the high seas, as well as the
rodern highwaymen, have always
usexi con their victims. Assessor's
questions and- farmer’s rephes are
about as folows:

@ “What is the wvalue of your
farm 7" '

A. “About $2,000; I paid the Sub-
urban Security Realtors abaut $200
an acre for the land.”

Q). How many acres have you
here?

A, Ten, But the land is going sour
an«d rotten for lack of proper amount
of irrigation water, and fertilizers
are badly needed to build up the soil.
It needs considerable tillage in order
to. produce more and better crops.

Q. What is the value of your im-
provements.?

A. About . $500; the oId house 1is
also sadly.in need (}f many expensive
repairs; it is gefting to look worn-
out. .

Q. And - the value of your live-
stock?

A, Apout $200. My animals are
not worth much now for some .of
them have been sick and needed at-
tention, but my funds were low, so
they had to suffer and recover as
best they could; the best one injured
his leg in some manmner, but it may
get better in time.

Q. Now, what is the value of your
crops?

A, Perhaps $15O The crops are
not “doing as well as they might,
they lack good fertiizer,.and water,
angd the pests are so humerous and
vicious they have destroyved nearly
one-third of what I should have had;
and then’the prices I sometimes get

‘are so very low. Yes, T would say
“the  crops are poor.

¥ Q. And the value of your itrees?
‘A Oh, the tréss are wasted a Dit.

The ‘rodents and {frost  got &t them.

I would ‘say they are worth §50.

Q. What is the value of your im-

- plements and tools?

A. I guess around $50. They are
getting worn out and need a lot of
repair. I alsc need irrigation pipe
and new cement water stands to con-
trol the flow of water.

Q. Néw, what is the value of your
personal property?

A. Well, maybe around $50, al-
though I need a lot of things for
myself and the family, but they and
I will just have to wait until I can
gel a better return from @ bhetter
and larger crop.

"Q. Have you any securities, like
stocks and -i)onds or any nsurange?
Tf so, what is their present value?

A, None. T have an expensive
mortgage on my farm; but I do not
know its present value.

Q. Have you any other evidence
of wealth or things of value that are
assesgable for taxes? *

A MWhew--you got me! T don’t know.

The Assessor looks at the farmer
and says: “Well you sppear to be
doing pretty good here, for I find
from a tabulation of the figures of
the values you have given me today
that this place is worth $3,000 for
tax assessment purpeses. You can
pay the tax levy at ome time, or in
two installments—iwice a year just

1

r and The Assessor

as long as you have it-——or you Hve,
Good day!”

New this farmer—Ilike many an-
other—made & mistake when he first
admritted that his farm was worth
$2,000, when he rveslly meant that
its total value was $2,000; for heo
then had intended the inclusion of
everything in amd about the farm,
ie the land, improvements, personal
property, stock, erops, trees, imple-

ments, ete., from whieh should have

been deducted the value of the mort-
gage, owned by scmeone else.

This farmer had assessed himself
o some $1,080 of depreciating prod-
ucts of his own labor. The assessor
added the individual amounts to the
total value of the entire famn in-
glead of elassifying them as parts of
the $2,009; a pernicious way the asz-
sessor has of confusing farmers and
making them admit what they do
not mean—taxing them fwice on
their improvements.

The farmer should not have ad-
mitted any value to the land for that
was covered by nmu"tgage He owned
no land value on the land he was
using, for the owner of the mcrigage
was collecting as interest all the iand
rent, or all the land was worth
and should have been taxed as the
owner.

INDIANS UNDERSTOOD THE LAND PROBLEM

“From New Mexico to Central
Ammerica the sedentary Indians de-
veloped a systeme of iand {enure
which was eminently satisfactory to
them. There was no individual own-
ership of land., Title was in the
community, though heads of farnilies
enjoyed practically. life tenure, con-
ditioned upon - a proper .use of the
land and the performance of a fair
share of the cdmmuni-ty work. More-
over, no community appropniated
more land than was necessary to
provide for immediate needs. ... It
is safe fo predict that: Mexico will
become & permanently tranguil
country when its governing class re-
stores to the Indian population se-
cure possession of cbmmunity'la.nds.

fl

“The Pueblos exemplify to an ex-
tent not achieved by any other peo-
ple in the world ... the community
type of soeial structure as distant
from the state or national {type.
There was no individual ownesship
of land. ... There was No ComImon
ownership in crops or other person-
al property. 1In fact, there was no
community property save in the
land, sanctuaries and the religious
paraphernalia. Occupants - of the
grea&. community ‘houses virtually
owned the apartment cccupied, Ten-
ure was for the life of not oniy the
family but the clan, and there were
no iransfers of ownership”

% Prom "Ancient T.ife In the Americuan

‘Sonthwest” by Dr. Bdgar Lee Howelt,
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The Fair: Speculator’s Paradise

By M. Fixel and M. Pfeffer
- ®

Previous  articles in this series
spoke in general terms of rising land
values in and around the New York
World's Fair area. In this article
it is proposed to iltustrate, by means
of {hres specific block studies, the ac-
tuai rise. The data for the material
presented here were taken from *“The
Annaal Record of Assessed Valuation
-of Eeal Hstate” (Borough of Queens).

Fig. 1. Unimproved ané ¥mproved Value, in Thousands of Dollars,

The interested reader may refer to.

this source for more detailed infor-
mation.

‘Let us consider, as our first illus-
tration, Block 5061—-the number as-
gigned by the Tax Department of
the City of New York to the block
between Sanford " and Forty-First
Avenues, Fuller Place and DeLong
Street. Opposite the pavilions of
Portugal and Yugosiavia, this small
block may be taken as an example

The: Freeman, June, 1939

of an ordinary rise of real estaie val-

ues in the Fair vicinity, Fig. 1 dis- ;.

closes two sharp advances. The first,

probably due to the nafural expan-

sion of the city and the speculative
fervor of the boom period; the sec-

‘ond may be attrthuted directly to the

Fair. In addition, it will he noted
that “real estate” values, indicated
by the broken line, parallel {o a re-
markable degree land values—the
solid line, :

| Fig, %

Unimpreved Valuwe, in Thousands of Bo

]
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A bleck sharply in contrast to this
one js 2163 (between Horace Hard--
ing Blvd, and 62 Dr. and 111 and
112 Streets); it is unimproved land,
its inittal rise was not as great, and”
its later rise was far mote rapid.
The sharp increase of about 475 per
cent over 1937 may be explained; in
part, by the following considerations.

1. The regulation, grading and pav-
ing of Horace Harding Boulsvard.

2 The simitar improvement of Grand
Central Parkway.

3. The grading of the block by a fill-
ing of six to eight feet..

It will be ncted, then, that this ex-

Fig. 3.

traordinary increment is a direct re-
sult of a capltal investment in somal
servme.

Our Iast example, Block 2159, is
bounded by Horace Harding Blvd,
and. 62 Dr. and 108 and 119 Streets,
The assessed valuation of this piece
of land, which is also unimproved, is
shown in Fig. 3, The small fall in
value which occurred in 1938 may
puzzle the reader, but it is readily
explainable. What occurred may be
accounted for in the reduction of the
size of the block by a little over 20
per cent due to the extension of Saul-
tell Street. The resulting drop nev-
ertheless ig indicative of a real rise

Ummprowed Vatue, in Thonsan(ls ot Uollurs. of Bloek
2159 in the Hornugh ‘of. Queens, by Years, 1926 to iy38. .
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in v‘ﬂue since the drop was less ﬂun
25 per cent. Furthermore it will he
seen that the smaller block of 19239
is worth more than the larger block
of 1937,

It must not be thOIl*"ht that the

Ahree blocks which have been exam-

Ined are similar in every respect to
all the swrrounding land. Indeed,
there are probaply as many varia-
tions as there are hlocks, 'The gen-
eralization which should he drawn
is that while there has been a gen-
efal rise in values, it eannot be ac-
eurately determined, upcen that basis
alone, how each individual parcsl,

lot or block, specifically, was affect-

ed. Each piece of land having scme-
what' individual characteristics de-
mands individual analysis.

The effect of enterprise and of  szo-
cial improvements on land values is
generally recognized. But these
graphs, showing the stupendous rise
in land used for the ¥air demon-
strate to what extent human ingenu-
ity is reflected in rent, to the eco-
nomic advantage of the land specula-
tor, : .

0
Canned Nationalism

When. a housewife goes to market
she buys where she can get the most,
in quahty and quantity, for the fam-
ity’'s fund, ‘When Uncle Sam goes
to markét he brings the citizens'
money, and the citizens should ex-
pect him to get the most for it.

Yet, -when President Roosevelt
OK’d the Navy Depariment’s pui-
chase of Argentine canmed beef be-
cause it was better and cheaper
than the American canned beef (the
foreign bid wds sixteen = cents as
against thé American canners’ twen-
ty-four cents) the landlords’ shib-
boleth -of “Eat American” was
rajsed by the vested interests in the
American cattle country, and echoed
by their satellites in Congress. Ons
wonders whether these men were
elected to represent the paying or
the collecting citizens of America,

.From a Farmer's Wife

Lesson 2-— Ques, 16—

@. Do we live on current or past
produciion ?

Ans. Past, my coat iz 20 yeams old.
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HENRY GEORGE

The recent sontroversy in our eoal tieids makes the re-
print of this article, which appeared in the Single Tax
{ourier, June W, 1894 guite timely. That in over a
half century our lahor problem is as “acute as ever merely
mdu ates that our methods of approach have heen in-
etficacions, and that oniv by applying fundamental
principles, as enunciated by Henry George, can we pel-
manenily solve this basic ;if@bif‘ln

The right to work, involving as it does the
right to life and the right of property, is indeed
o fundamental right, which it is the first duty of
government to protect, That this right is being
violated hy the coal miners in half a dozen states,
who are Toreibly preventing the working of mines
:by‘men willing to work for less wages than they
themselves demand, is true. But is it the whole
truth? = Is the illegal violence of these striking
miners the only, or the first, violation of the right
 to work? Will the right to work be really vin-

dicated when “law and order” has been restored
by clubs and machine guns, and.the mine oper-
ators are free to set to work whoever is wﬂhng
to take what wages they offer?

¢ % % %

This is a question which concerns not merely
.the coal mm&rg,”_bu atl g&ibm re) izati
the methods by which the coal miners

ing to keep up their wages are but carrymg to

* the point of viclence methods which all labor or-
ganizations must employ. Kvery strike and eve-
ry threat of strike depends for its efficacy upon
the power of preventing from working those whe
are
Qrgam;aé labor is gone.

v

willing to work. . This gone and the power of

“REvery man who is wﬂlmg to work has a right
to work.” This is true—as true of the “scab,” -
the “blackleg,” the “knobstick,” as of any mem-
per of a labor union. And that no one shall be
compelled to work against his will (save as pun-
ishment for crime), and its correlative, that no
one shall be prevented from Worklng when he is
Wllhl’lg to work, is an essentlal pmnelpk of lib-
erty.

Iow then is it that such great bodies of work-
mgmen as are engaged in these mirers’ strikes
are willing to incur danger and defy law in violat-
ing the right of labor, and that so far from Work-
ingmen in other trades feeling wronged by thls
the general feeling of workingmen throughout
the country, even in occ patlons directly 1n3ured-
by the cessation of the supply of coal is that of
sympathy with the strlkers‘?

* & &

. The. truth—a truth ignored by those who only
denounee violations of the right to work when
committed by strikes. and strikers—-is that he-
neath the illegal wrongs. that these striking min-
ners are committing are legal wrongs from which
they suffer; and that it ig violation of their own
right to work which impels them to blmd efforts
to violate the right of others.

The true reading of the prm(nple 1nvoked
against the striking miners is this: Every one has

& maht to g0 1 to work for himself; hence, no man

e gpr event others from going to work.
But how can - ‘these coal miners go to work for
themselves? Coal canmot be mined in the air or
on the high road To mine coal, the coal miner
must have accéss to coal land. All arotind the
districts where ~oal miners are striking fhere is ¢
an abuﬂdam,e of coal_r)f coal land which no one
is using. If the coal miners were free to use this
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unused coal land there would be no strikes, no
violence. But they are not. Though there is un-
used coal land all about t_hé'm, it is all monopo-
lized, treated by our laws as the private prop-
erty of those who have legally appropriated it,
and who will not permit it to be used unless they
are paid, in royalty or purchase price, a heavy
tribute for their permission to apply labor to
what God provided for the use of labor long be-
fore man came. Hence, s long as this monopoly

exists (and its pressure tends constantly to in-

crease, by the steady increase in the value of coal
land} coal miners have no way to prevent the
lowering of their wages but to stop work them-

selves, and, to make that efficacious, must pre-,

vent others from working in their place.

And the operator against whom the miners
strive to direci their pressure is also under com-

pulsion. For the operator as operator cannot

pay the coal miner what his labor is really worth,
since he must pay to the coal owner, for the priv-
ilege of taking the coal from the veins, a price
in many cases as much as he pays for labor. Be-
hind the struggle of enditrance between coal min-
ef and coal operator lies the coal owner. The
miner must eat or he will gtarve. The machin-
ery and buildings of the operator will rust and
decay. But the veins of coal! They do not eat;
they do not rust and decay.. And, secure in his
legal possession of God’s bounty to men, the land
owner commands the situation.

* & *
:

"Here, in brief, is the heart of the labor prob-
lem—the primary wrong that lies at the bottom
of the blind and bitter struggle that is every-
where going on. It is as true of all production
as it is of coal mining, that it cannot he carried
on without the use of land. For all human pro-
duetion, m minutest part, is resolvable at last in-
to the expenditure of labor on land. Production
is not the creating of anything; it is the mere
changing in form, place or combination of mat-
ters and forces already existing, the ownership
of which is involved in the ownership of land. -

.l
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“Every man who is willing to work has a right
to work.” - How this principle is mocked in pres-
ent social conditions! -In this country of abound-
ing unused opportunities for work, and during a

“time of peace, millions of men willing to work

have found it impossible to exert the right fo
work, and men only anxious to work are today
suffering and starving. '
“The reason is clear. - That every man who is
willing to work has a right to work, means that

the right to work is equal; and that the right to

work is equal, means that the right to the use of
land is equal. This principle we have ignored.
We have made the right to the use of the land,
and consequently, the right to work, the special
privilege of some, who are thus enabled to com-
pel others to pay them for the exercise of the
right to work. So labor, the producer of sall
wealth, is made a beggar; and monopolists grow
rich while.laborers become poor and helpless.
* . % * )

The method of the strike is essentially wrong,
both in principle and in policy. The true way to
improve the condition of labor is not by denying

the natural right of any one, but by asserting

the natural rights of all. Laborers under present
conditions are weak in endurance, which is calied
for in the strike; but they are strong in \?otjeb',
which is the way by which equality of rights is
to be secured. And while in the strike they are
soon forced into opposition to a self-gvident prin-
ciple of justice, they would in the other way have
its power in their favor. The ownership of land
is the key of the labor queStion. Let all taxes be
removed from labor and the products of labor,
and let the owners of land be made to pay the
community for the privilege of holding valuabte
land, whether they use it or not, by the taxation
of land values irrespective of use or Improve-
ment, and the power to monopolize land would be
gone. Wages all over the country would rise to
their natural rate, the full earnings of the labar-
er, and we should no more hear of men willing
to work, but unable to find work.
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Nothi‘ng from Nothing Leaves !

By Janet Runkin Afk‘en
@

Some years ago a friend of mine
“was felling me how much he disliked
the very sound of the word eompro-
mdse. “Suppose I want to.live in
Boston and my wife wants to live in
New York,” he Hlustrated. “Well—
shall we compromise by living in
Bridgeport7”

The Graded Tax Bills which for
about a year have been before the
New York City Council, and which
received a public hearing on Thurs-
-day, April 20, 1939, were certainly 2
compromige with principle. They
‘provided that over a tem-year peried
city taxes shouid gradually be shift-

ed from improvements te land val-

ues, until finally 90 per cent of the
municipal taxation should be on land.
Tt was caleulated that these laws
would result ultimately in the con-
fiscation by the city, for purposes of
taxation, of approximately sixty per
cent of ground rent, leaving forty
per cent available for the land spec-
ulators to play with., At present the
city colleets perhaps a third of the
ground rent.

The real estate interests of the
city obviously preferred the present
taxation compromise to the one em-
podied in the Belous-Quinn Graded
Tax Bills. Their attitude reflected
the fact that Manhattan Island is
largely underdeveloped, the land e~
ing worth more than the buildings
resting on if, in the sgeregate, And
50, these interests presented frank
and active opposition to the bills, un-
der the leadership of Mr. George L.
Allen, representing the Real Estate
Boards of Manhattan, Brens, Broek-
lyn, Queens, and Richmond Bor-
oughs, If the argursents of Mr, Al-
len and his associates (as I shall lat-
er su,:vest) involved geeasional -con-
tradictions, still they obviously fm-
pressed the Finance Committee of
the City Council, which under the
chaitmanship of Joseph Kimsley sat
at the public hearing en the bills.

The city newspapers followed the
lead of the Real Estate Boards “in
their general attitude concerning the
Bills. What Hitle publicity they gave

to the hearing was mainly advance
publicity of an editorial character,
pointing out alleged defects in the
proposed taxation plan. The tradi-
tiorial red herring was dragged across
the trail in the shape of the stale-
ment that the. public. utility compa‘
nies would be the main beneficiaries
upder the proposed echanges, since
the value of their buildings and im-
provements materially exceeds the
valite of the land they own. A typi-
cal newspaper comment was thal of
the New York Sun of Thursday, April
20, which began its news story, ‘The
old Henry George single tax, a pet
with theorists who like to dabble
with the fourfh dimension, got a se-
vere kicking around at a meeting be-
fore the Committee on Finanece of the
City Council today.”

Favoring the bills, under the lead-
ership of William Quasha, was a long
list of representatives of <civie or-
ganizations, including Walter Fair-
¢hild, Chairman of the Graded Tax
Committee, William Jay Schieffelin,
Chairman of the Citizens’® Union,
Harold Buttenheim, Fditor of the
American City, Helen Hanning, Vice-
President of ihe Community' Coun-
cils, and numerous others,

The arguments given in favor of
the Belous-Quinn Graded Tax Bills
were fheir demonstr,a.ble effects on
industry, heusing, unemployment,
and - poverty. Through untdxing
buildings and improvements, it was
urged, building would be encouraged.
03d  structures on . valuable - lapd
Woulcl be demolished to make way
for modern biildings. Vacant land
would be impreved, with ‘consequent
increase of employment and betfer-
ment of living conditions for the
mags of the people. Such a tax, it
was contended, met:all: the reguire-
ments of equity; was easily ‘collect-
ed, and would function. to the fur-
therance of social progress. ’

The opponents of the bills warned
the councilmen that the effect would
be materially to decrease ithe price
of land in, the cily, bt in gpite of
this fact they: insisted’ _there would

. be even greaisticrowding, since land-

lords, to aveid the paying of  the

- heavier taxes they had been com-

yielding no revenue but held in the

‘of Henry George, but this was guick-

‘have one great advantage over theil
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higher land taxes, would use as |
small an aves as possible for buiid- |
ing, thus denying light and air te
unfortunate tenants. In spite of low-
efed land- prices also, the Bills' op- |
ponents predicted that Federal hous. ;
ing projects would eost muych more,
since land owmners would be compel-
led teo recoup themselves for the

pelled to pay. And fnally, these
real estate ei{perts complained, in-
creagsed land taxation would be in-
equitable, sinee it eould not be borne |
by the present holders of vacant land

hope of a specwlative rise in wvalue
Sueh people would tend to be wiped
out.

Rents in Jjower-price apariments,
it was alleged, would have to e
raised $2.25' per room Per momuth, ]
since most of these apartments are |
located in practically worthless ]
buildings, all tike walue lying in the
land. And on the other hand, the
utility companies would beneiit as
before mentioned. It was netable
that no representative of a public]
uiflity company appeared in favor|
of the bills which allegedly would sn]
benefit them. And no temant ap-
peared to protest the threat of a rent
rige under a tax which all économists
agrae carmot e passed on to the
congumer,

Therse was a  hearty burst of ap-
plause at the mention of the name

ly suppressed by the chairman.

Thre) hf’armﬂ" on’ the Belous-Guinn
Graded Tax Bills was brief, since it
had to be fitted into an. afternosn
with another hearing to ceongider the
Iaymo' of furtber sales taxes, pos-
sibly on food to derive revenue for
necessary .Civic., purposes. AL this
second Bearing Mr. Lancaster M.
Greene, trustee of the HGSSS, apoks,
deprecating the possible effect of
such @ tax onr food as discouraging]
further the consumption of this m,@
cessity of life.

Those = Georgists who advocats
staymg aloof from polities seem

politically-minded brethren, © thayj
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The

The familiar adage to the effect

that a prophet is nat without honar
except in his own country is strik-

ingly. apropos .in connection with
slatements made in almost every

paragraph of the article in the Jan-
uary issue of FORTUNE hearing the
titla “Businsss-and-Government””
The guthor deplores what he con-
siders the faet that the American
culture has not developed an econ-
-omist=-"a native Adam Smith-—a
man of great theoretical stature
whoge analyses and recommendations
would be charactervistic not only of
. hig times but sise of his soil.” The
only American economist who fits
this description is Henry  George
whoge pmlﬁ*—‘.npby of Fréedom is

{from page sizisen)

they avold any sense of dlmapp01nt-
ment or discouragemen{ over such
rebuffs as the hearing on the Belpus-
Quinn Graded Tax Biils represented.
Moreover, such Georgists avoid all
possible temptation to that' political-
mindedness which sees political ac-
complishment as a trading .of favors
and . advantages, ~with perhaps a
somewhat lessening regard for the
wel-being of humanity in general,
They keep «lear of the defeatist at-
fitude which tends to exaggerate the
difficulties in the way of social pmg—
reas and to for <ret that a truly edu-
cated public can have what it wants
and sl it wants whenever it makes
the demand,

The fate of the Bﬂlous Quum Grad-
ed Tax Bille may r{)nL&lthly be sal-
utary, in ihat long before their ten-
yea.f course would have been Tum, an
arpussd  public opinion may have
asked for and gol a change which
will divert Lo public Ppurposes nol a
third or three-fifths but all of the re-
Lurng Trom land monepoly in our city.
With dhe phenomenal growth and
spread of George’s teachings, such a
powsibility is by no means visionary.
Onee let gociety become aware that
taxes may be made unnecessary and
chaoiete by the confiscation of grountd
rent. apd na compromise will be nee-
gssa1y o sven possible. . The piob-
lem of poverty will have been soived.

T

Upon receipt of this letéer' from Don-
ald MacDgnald, ihe =ditor of “Fortune”
wired for permissiom i¢ print, and in the
ensging iclephone conversation - advised
Mr. MacDonald 1hat tkis letter greaily
inflyenced the <diterial staff in its de-
cision to institute a “iétters to the Edi-
ior®” columz. Semetbing to sa:, well-a.aul
will find - listeners.,

e B e ma e

America's most important contribu-
tion to the world’s culture; but the
author of the article dismisses George
with a wave of the hand, and ap-
parently finds himself in sympathy
with Veblen and his proposed social-

ism governed by emgmeer teciini-

cians.

Let us congider how completely
fjeorge fits the picture as sketched
above and how poorly the Vebleh
praposals, which. are a mere wvariant
of the Marxian analysis, do. Henry
George stands ftoday as the most
widely read economist among the
English-speaking peoples. His works
sell all gver the world far in excess
of the works of any other economist,
Adam Smith not excepted. Vehien
does not even enter .this picture, It
may amaze the author torkn_ow that
in New York City alone fiftesn thou-
sand copies of Henry George's warks
were sold last VeAT ... DHsr egardmg‘
Russia, where Das }mpltdl is of -ne-
cessity a 'part of thc domestic equ!p-
ment, the Works of Kaxl Marx are
not campara'ble 30 fa,r as mrculatlon
g0es. F‘urther, D(w h.a.pltul, s0 seliiom
actually Tead, é,envra.lly functions
like the hea.vﬂy cu}tural bgoks in a
doctors ante-room fo lend an ap-
pearance of protamdlty and weight
where such qud]ﬂ iga .are really non-
emstent Henrv Georve s works have
been’ tra,nslatgd into every language.

There is no corner of the earth
wihere the “Progress and Poverty
literature” has net.spawned resist-

- only of his times but of his @eil,

az

nly American Economist

ance to economic injustice. . The
motivation of Sun Yat Sen—the phi-
losophy. that governed the Chinese
Communist armies as they made
their unparalleléd march across (fhi-
na, and in the occupied areas abol-
ished taxation of wealth and derived
their revenue from taxation of land-
holdings, derives from Henry Georgs,
In the Scandinavian ¢ountries and
particularly in Denmark the Geor-
gian philosophy of freedom "and the
direct economic approach as well,
are at the root of the breaking up
of the large estates and the inmtitu-
tion on the basis of a free earth of
the system of veluntary codperation.
In Denmark the reading of Progress
and Poverty is compulsory in the
high schools, There are no taxes in
Denmark on homes up to $2,500 in
value ...

Although in the Tnited BStates,
progress in the fiscal proposals of
George has been slow, owing to the
barriers of state and national con-
stitutions, the movement here is
very vigorous ... In New York City
the philosophy "ef Henry George is
actively taught in the Henry Georgs
School of Secial Science by a devot-
ed staff of sixty-five instructors. At
the end of the last fall semester the
sehool -graciuated ‘eight hundred stu-
dents of the Progress and Poveriy
Course. ' The school maintains a coz-
resp'ohdenee course—being ' conduci-
ed all over the United States and
Canada.” In England, Scotland, and
Wales there are-a number of classes.
The president of this school is the
noted Jonn Dewey, Dean of Amari-
can pragmatic philosophers, Says
Dr. Dewey: “Tt would Tequire less
than the fingers of the two hands in
enumerate those who, from laio
down, rank i.with “*Henry.. George
among the world’s great sogial phi-

‘losophers,” ...

In regard to a distinetive Amesri-
can philosopher, characteristic aot
the
picture fits George 80 accurately
that it would be recognized %y
blind man if he ever knew George
The fundamental characteristic be-
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nind all that is peculiarfly American
in our national life, has been, not as
the Wditor infers—our great indus-
trial development-—but rather our
past history of free access {o natural
resources. From this root cause bas
sprung not only our démocratic in-
stitutions but also our inventive ge-
nius and the development of labors
saving devices. ... George, wilness-
ing in ibe gold-mining days of Cali-
fornia the development of society
srom the primitive to the modera,
had a tremendous - advantage over
eeonomists in other times and places
who had to reconstruct in their im-
aginations—and in & society of
which they were a part—the evolu-
tion of -the modern economic struc-’

Ctures :

" (ieorge had all this before his eyes.
Contrast his position with that of
Marx. Small wonder that the Ger-
man, living in the midst of a highly

organized, centralized, bureaucratic

society, developed an involved philos-
ophy reeking with error, full of the
intricacies and mysticism of the
(leman  metaphysician . . . Marx
simply made men slaves of the State.

_Then he uneagily rationalized his po-

sitionn by assuming that the State
would aufomatically, mysteriously,
and completely disappear . . . The vi-
cigus variantg (of his philosophy)

are Fascism, Cemmunism, and the

nundred and one proposals involving
a deified State—including Vehlen’s
government by gupertechnicians,
dead to the implications of the indi

. vidual human equation. Well-inten-

tiphed Marx has caused and is caus-

~ing more migery, slavery, and op-

pression lhan uxi.y philosopher that
ever lived, .

CGeorge SawW freedom, and freedom
¢mly, as lhe necessary element in the

- redemplion of mankind . . . Where

(he) saW a defect he always'ti'aced

i1 to an infringement of linerty by

the State . . . His philosophy had its
rools i America in free access to
natural resources; Ais whole back-

ground and-all his conclasions, both

fiseal and phil{)s(}phical, are peculiar-
1y American. There is no economist,
cither here or abroad, who more ac-
curately refiects his times, including
the present, and the soil of his coun-
iy,

BOMALD MaerDONALL.

An ancient soporific, under a mod-
ern label, is being used again by our
monopolists to lull us into acceptance
of an intolerable economic condition.

“pMoral re-armament’—so widely

advertised with apparently unlimited
fimds—is merely the oft-exploded
theory  that to malke this a better
world to live in we must change hu-
man nature through individual re-
Hgion.
. No one can guarrel with the seek-
ing of spiritual gratifications through
fajth. Religion bas its proper place
in the cosmos of the individual. But,
it cannot replace the pangs of hun-
ger, nor can it keep warm the dingy
hovels in which millions of God's chil-
dren are forced to live.

When we try to describe the “bu-
man nature” which our Oxfordians

{(and our Marxisis) say must be

changed, we find it a very elusive
quantity. By observation of our
own reactions and those of our ac-
guaintances we find only two com=-
mon denominators toc manl first,
that he seeks to satisty his desires
with the least effort, and, second,
that his desires are unlimifed.

Then we fnd that these 1two
postulates of buman action tind
their expression in the land. Every
desire is gratified by human exer-
tion applied to natural Tesources.
And we fnd that where aceess to
these natural resources Is unre-
strained, not only are the mneces-
sities of- life easily obtained, but
man fpeging to flower into almost
a creative being. He flourishes
matéerially, he develops culturally,
he aspires spiritually—he becomes
a man “in the likeness of God” He
is as big as bhis environment will
permit hira to be. He is kind, gen-
erous, and in all respects a pretty
decent sort.

But, rob him of the ability - to
work, take from' him that which
he produces, deprive him of the
right to live—and he becomes &
beasl ingeed. Im his desire merely
to exist he cheats, he lies, and he
covetz his neighbot’s goods. The
same “human nature” reacts dif-
ferently to the new environment.
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“MORAL RE-ARMAMENT”—AN ANCIENT TRICK

" That's all we seem to have dis-
coverad about “human nature.” It
ig the mirror of the social order in
which it finds itself. and so, it
seeris, it was, designed to be. For,
if - God intended man to find his
satisfactions through prayer, why
dld He provide the flelds rich in
food values, the mines laden with
useful minerals, the waflers plentiful
with fisi? No child is born with a

- prayer hook.. But, from the moment
- we open our eyes in thiz world our

sustenance is provided for by the
bounties of nature.

We have not heeded God's obvious
plan.  We have given His esarth—the
one He provided for all of us—to our
monepolists, who thereby confiscate
all we produce save what we need for
a bare living. And when in our blind
ignorance we rtebel against the in-
justice, they attempt to soothe ws——
not with the food and raiment they
pave robbed us of, bul with prayer.
sMoral re-armament’ is blashphemy.

e

Strate Senator learns

Gentlemen; This will acknowledge
receipt of your card reminding me of.
the uncompleted lessons in the Hen-
7y George . Course. I am proud to
gay that I am as strong for the
course as ever, and really, more s0.
It is the only course of study that
goes to the very cause of Progress
on the one hand, and Poverty on the
other. I was 50 elated that T had
even completed the first five lessons
before I went to the State Senate of
Montana this last Januvary, where 1
served for 60 days as State Senator
from my County. It stood me well
in hand many times on the Senate
fioor, in arguments and radio talksl

I have been very busy since arriv-
ing home, but 1 will get to work on
the remaining five lessons and send
them in as scon as possible. Thank-
ing you for jogging my mind whout

" the matter, and urging you to extend

the work as rapidly as possible, I an,
Sincerely yours, G. G. Daviz, Mon-

tana.
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‘The death of Joseph Dana Miller
removes ancther of the old guard of
pioneer advocates of the economic
piilosophy of Henry George, one who
stuck to it and did good work for it
until the end, My acquaintance with

him began in 1894, shortly after I

had heen goaded into reading “Prog-
ress and Poverty,” found it all that
had been ciaimed for it, and joined
the nld Manhattan Single Tax Club,
then on Easi 27th Street, not far
from the present site of the Henry
George School of Social Science, He
wags even then a veleran in the move-
ment, and I soon learned to respect
his judgment on the different phases
of our philnsophy. It was in this
Club that I also made the acquain-
tance of Henry George in the closing
year of his life. Mr. Miller was one
of his intimates, as was also Oscar
Geiger, founder of sur School, who
was then lttle more than a boy in
years, thongh he had an old head for
one 50 yoang. ‘ '

Mr, Miller
reputation as “a - writer, critic and
poet hefore he made the acquain-
tance of Henry George and became
associated with him in his campaigns
for. social reform. He assisted him
in his fight -for ballot reform which
resulted in the secret ballof in near-
iy all parts of the country.

After the death of Henry George
in the New York Mayoralty cam-
paign in 1897, Mr, Miiler Look a more
prominent place in our leadership. Tn
1801, he founded “The Single Tax
Review,” later changing its name to

had already made &

Yana

“Land and Freedom.” 7This maga-
zine acquired an international cir-
culation for it has been an author-
itative exponent of the philosophy of
econontic liberty. In 1917, he edited
and published the “Single Tax Year-
book,” which is an encyclopedia of in-
formation regarding the moverment
up to that time and will be invalu-
able to future historians,

PDuring the past half century or
more he has contributed many ar-
ticles on economics and current busi-
ness developments to various maga-
zines and sociological periodicals
here and abroad, He was also a
poet of note, for his poems were fre-
quently to be found in. our foremost
magazines. He published two vol-
umes of hig poems, one in 1834,
“Verses from a Vagrant Muse,” and,
more - recently, “Thirty Years  of
Verse Making.” He is_credited with
Dheing -the discoverer of Edwin Mark-
pam’s “The Man With The Hoe” and
introducing that western poef to the
Fast.

A close friend and intimate of Os-

car Geiger throughout these activi- .

tieg, he was one of thé incorporators
of the Henry George Scheol of So-
cial Science. He was also one of the
original trustees of the Robert Schal-
kenbach Foundation.

May I quote from my remaiks at
his funeral services in Jersey City
on May 107

“ye have lost a friend, a brother,
a wise coungelor, a -man of renown,
but we are fortunate in having had
him so long, He was one of those

13
to whom were given the vision of 1he
Promised Land, the Civilization that
will be when men have grown up to
mental and spiritual maturity, bt
were not permitted to enter it

“For more than half a cenfury hs
cherished that vision, wihich will e

realized when men have lzavrned ilhe
deep significance of Abraham @in-

Ccoln's prayer at Gettysburg.--"That

this nation, under God, shall have =
new birth of freedom,’ the freedom
to earn an honest livelihood, a ‘fros-
dom in which every man may sit un-’
der his own vine and fig tree with
none to vex him and makes him
afraid,’—and sought to show the vi-
sion to others.

“Whatever may be one's lot in 13

to have had this vision of the civili-
zation- that 'will he when Froodom
truly reigns over the world, and to
have done soméwhat to bring thai
civilization nearer, is something to
make life worth living, and to nods
was the vision clearer than i¢ Jo-
seph Dana Miller, who did what he
could in his day to hasten that day,
when “hy will shall be done on earti
as it iz in heaven.'
T “My grief at his passing is bomn
of a desp sense of personal loss, hut
it is tempered by & feeling of sxallz
tion and thankfulness that [
privileged to know him. over x poriod
of forty-five years, and can say ‘He
wag my friend;” And I have an abid-
ing faith that I shall see him again,
face to face, for our social philosopt
long ago ‘revived a faith that was
dead.”” STEPHEN BELL.

i,

It Isn't Taxes

The firs{ panic in this country oc-
in 1792.
depressions in 1819, 1837, 1857, 1873,
1393, “hard

curred There were major

There werte fimes™ in

between., There has bBeen poverty al-

WRYS.

This fact has been overiooked by
our stupid business men and our

& vomonopoiists who vall pgaingt

‘the present tax policy or the crazy

machinations of the New Deal.

But, in 1893 therz was no New
Deal. In 1873 our per capita fax
was much less than it-is today, Our
national debt was in 18567 compara-
tively imsignificant. Mr. Roosevelt
can hardly be biamed for the unem-
ployment of 1837, nor the cessalion
of production in 1819, '

Returning to the present ers, was

i tamation that cauged lhe collapss

in 12297 Hardly, Our spending poi-
icy was started in 1932—with
hlessing of our business men and our
monopolists—to pull us out of ihe

the

" mess.

oha”

The croakings of these “big
sound silly when we consider
historic facts. If isn't taxes or the
New Deal that caused the depression
~—although ifs conlinuance may
largely ascribed to thom

Pling slsa,

thass

be
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BOOK TRAIL

| SIDNEY 4, ABELSON wud

YWhen I ffst- contémplated in my
mind’s eye the vacant space on page
9p, of ihereabouts; i Fhe Itrécinan,
my intention was to fill it, partially
at least, with reflections on the vir-
ties of a little book entitied “Great
Leaders in Human Progress” (By
B H, Griggs. The Bobbs-Merrill Co.
$1.50.) T am & hefb-worshipper in a
Way. . Few things piease ne more
than contemplatien of theé accoiin-
plishrients of a great man, though I
have found in times gone by that, as
with the ¢ase of Apollo, who Was kg,
peautiful god to bebold, a bittér god
to follow,” it is never wise to take
great ten for granted. Neverthe-
less, I stifl approdch piography with
prelivation apd ekpectancy.

gSuch an attitude perhaps puts too muéh
of a burden upon biographers; however,
in the present ease 1 aii confidenit 1o
éritical standards afe being sirained beé-
yond Peasor—Mi. Griggs’ ‘‘Great Lead-
ers in Human Progress”’ really is a
thin work which falls far short of its
subject matier. The thurnb-nail ‘'idspi-
rational” biography had its prototype in

“the “Little Journeys” of Tlbert Hub-

pard; hut these were in vogue a long
time ago, and ne oire since has been able
ts recapture their rmellifineht Tavor.
Come to think of it, why should anyoene
try ?
x % % .

Mr. _Griggs' boeok brought to inind that
ancient question: do the times make the
shap, OF does thé mah make the times?
Did Socfates, Mabéus Aureliis, Sdvonare-
1a, Spindze,’ Voltaire ahd other “great
Leaders’” make the world in which we
liva® Or were they {hemselves the prod-
ficta of world thoveiefits which uséd them

" ag mere pawns to work out a larger des-~

tiny ?

This iz no idle qiestien to be brack-
eted with the proverbial 4con1mdi‘um
‘“which eame sirst, ihe chicken or the
egg?, for in its ariswer lies & fotivat-
ing foree of graat political and social sig-
siiticance. The Marxists weuald have us
believe that a foree faf more powerful
_ﬂmn eithel the demoniacal or aspirational
rapacities of man ig leading us inexnrably
1 a Communist State; and that al ihe
appropriate iimes great imen ure Lrought
forth to work out the will of ihis fores
ordainment. Generally  speaking, teteo-
1ogical do nes of this sort. de not ind
mucn scieniidic acceplancs,

Ra that as it may fand therein Yes a

Jong, lomg story), the Marxiai doctrins
is oppused ab.ove msjué ad mala by o
old friefid, the duohfam dyspeptic apd
gometimes wondrous-wise Carlyle. Per-
haps you will recsll these lines from “On
tfeross and Hero-Worship™: “. . - the
nistory of whit mah has gccomplished
in this world, is at wottom the histofy of
the Great Men ~who have worked here.
fhey ware the leaders of méh, these greal
ohes: the modeliers, patieins, and i a
wide ssiise crenlors, of whiatsosver ihe
general inass of men contrived to do ot
attain: all things that we see standing
accomplished in he worlid are the prac-
tical realization and  embodinient, of
thoughts that Awelt in the Creat Men
sent into the workd:  the soul of the
whole world's histoly, it -may justly be
considered, wers the history of these.”

Sirong words! Yot mot too stiong for
Cailyle. Here was 4 fman who Felished
his coticlusions  anid who, apparently.
could mnot reslst ihe temptation to revel
jn his power over she written word,

But if we take Carlyis with a ghain of
salt, it is obly fitting at theé same titoe
to sesk for thé sout of truth in Marx.
That s, it were wise not,io atlow Car-
lyle’s engaging self-assurance lo prove
too seductive, nor Mars's cocksureness
to héconie too ' forbidding.

The happy medivm, and possibly the
gimplé truth i that the wotld is, in I8
inzerirtabie mnature, atterspting to work
toward a naturaf goal; which goal seems
to be supfetié sbunddneg and extreme
heterogeneity; and that in the COULse of
évehis gheit men appeat 1o Tulfill special
rotes in thig natural Pprocess. However,
the same as there are plighis in nalure
which often &t =& single vlow, testroy
yéars of caréfdl construction, so in the
Wwoild of fnefi there ar® Hitlers, Stalifs
and Mussolinis who destroy, distert and
hinder. .

Fortunately there are also Georgists—
hot miahy of them, of volirgs, but enough
to shed light and gpfead ingpiration, 1@
the end that ons may reasofiably hope
for & happy outcome of the present world
jnibioglio.

« = ]

Socrates believed: that virtne - consisted
of knowledge—that 18, knowledge of what
is Fight. “Hhe evil’ that F Ml “do ig at-
tributable, according to his doctrine, 1o
{heir lack of nndérstanding  of what 1is
right and their congequent failwre to dis-
tinguish between good and its opposite.

Perhaps you have noticed that Henty
George, too, expregsed A great faith i
the power of knowledge: “imtil there. be
correct thought,” he auid, ‘‘thefe cannet
be right action; and when there is cor-
rect thought, right action. will follow.”
iz optitbism iz shared by 8 z0od maihy
pragent day Georgists—and also by 2
number of sehismatic Barxist groups, as
well 88 by innmnerable bodies of “ideai-
ists”  The colloguial  phrase, “Believe
et ds 4 serious ymperative in ayery
sacial -appesl, for ezch reformer bslieves,
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in the spirit of Max Siirner, thdt ‘my

truth s the truti .

_ You will find nv yardstick in the U. 8.
Burcau of Stabdards by which to meas-
ube and establish the accepiability of ide-

as or “enrrect thouihts,” ami 50, until

sueh u yardstick 18 fortheoming. cial
picvernents will have to shake their fihal
gueeess On MOTE aggressive eiforts than
the dovelopment of slow adncational
Processes.

Which leads me, guite deviensly, to a
Litile book entitled Sunger and work™
(hby Jusgen foueynski, Tmternatiohol Pub-
Yishers, $1.06), [OF in tis vobwme 1he au-
thor adduces statistics which prowve, Sta-
tigtionlly, that miltiogs of members of
the Cworking olass™ in (reat Britain are
undernourished (the- facl did not bave 1o
be proved reaiigtioailyy and fdeduces, hot
tae conneciedly, inat the years to coine
nwiy  pring - "progress"—“amder pressufe
of mass action in a Popular Front,"”

Of course anyohe with half an eye open
will recognize in such phraseciogy the
trade matk of the Communizt “line,” and
sifice the Comirunist sovement has be-
pomée predomingitly political (as opboszed
io _philosophic), it iz doing but gimple
jugtice to make sxeeptionul aliowances
for the language of ihe husiings. But
once we have done thal, H s only sefi-
dible to.atiempt a panetration Lo deeper.
principles. What is ihe meaning of: this
undernouristument of Euglishmen? Hoi;v
does Mr, Ruczynskl, whe I8 {ntroduced
to nis readers.ss s uoted Marxiah ecofl-
canist,” sxplain this sontradiction; an in-
creqsed  productivity, which ne is eare-
fut o point out, and a decreased rela-
live veward to laber? . :

¥arl Marx would tgrn .in , his grave
eomld he bui read the author’s answer!
Tsidesd, thé pattiarch of sopjentifie’t so-
cialisin would take of the appsardnce of
a 'whirlihg dervish were he able to note
the innu:pem_hle conflicting imerpreta-
tions bespoken in his name. '

'§ quote Mr. Buciynski: irjhemployment

wan low- 48 long ab Bociety was riléd by
progiessive forces: - (i)  These - pro-
gresgive forees —gyere represented: during
the greater part:of the nineteexth  cen~
tury by pure capitalist bourgesiz society.
To-day the progiesdive’ fobeed ars Pephe-
seritéd by labor and- still! a eonsiderable
part of the bourgeoisie, chiefly the petty
and middle bourgeoisie. There is. no
doubt that & =G0vern'r"nei1t»mrz’espoﬁding
in its - composition. and  itg backing, -let
us say to the first Rlupn Goyernment.
{e. to the first Popular Froni Govern-
meni in Franes, backed by wiage worlk-
ers, the blackcoat wockers, the small
tarmetrs, iradesioen, cirafismen, a conaid-
efablé part of the intelligonlsia, and a
fair spripkling of the middle hourgeoisie,
could reduce unemployment to as Tow a
level as prevailed usually in the nine-
teenth century.”

Books tike Hunger and wWork' prove
phicilly how comGo? it ie 16 imterpret
significant facts in=ig
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Coming to the Fair From Everywhere
Centenary Will Be Well Aitended

TONDON,  Bogland—A&rthar Madsen,
Berretary of the Internafional Union for
Land Value Téxaiion, reports that among
the Furopedn contiigent who Witk attevnd
the  Henry GQGeorge Centedary o New
York, Aavgust 30 o Septémber 2, will be
the Following:

- Bam Meyer, of Paris, for many years
lesidey of the movément in ¥rance; ediior
of *"Terre of Liberfé"” Alse, Mme Sam
Meyver.—Jakob ¥, Lange, doved of the
Lanish movelient, transiator »f “Progréss
and Poverty,”” weiter of mdmy books on
political  soomiomy, - author of a Life e&f
Henry George. Promifient i development
of Danish People’s High Scheol, in the
curricifum of which is ¢ ceurse on Henry
George.F. €. B, Doiglas, born in Cas-

adi, acfive i (he English Georgist move-
nignt gifice 1940, Solicitor, Mayor of Bat-
tersen. MefdhéF of London Cotinty Cova-
cif, m which He has promoted tle Bill
foF Tard velué faxation—EK. R. Stokes,
M.P., sucessstal husin£8s Ban, and
teachiéh - iif 1he Henry Georgé Schoel - of
Ssefal Seiehcd,.—Bue Biorner, of Dentiark,
President of the lntvlm.nonal Union for
o Mrs. Bue Bjorner,
Sigye Bjorner.—¥. Kokhek,
leader of the Georgist movément in Hol:
latid, of Whér fére news i other Heéms.
—Aghlsy Mitéhdll, (Georges Green, Rev.
Léyton Richards, dnd othe¥ British miém-
befs of the MitePraifonal Phiom And as
we go io press we learn that Fosiak
Wedgwood, M. P.; one of thé foreémost
Georgist orators, plans io attend.

Church Class Closes

RIVERDALE N. ¥.—The class which
has been ineeting wwder the instruaction
‘of R. Joseph Munfrint in fhe Church
House of ithe Riverdglé Presbyterian
Church  came te an éifd after  thirtdel
weeks of study on May 8 Wher {hirtectt
cerliticales were distéibited té thodé stu-
dents whe had complefed the epdrdd in
Eondamental  Bronordic,

Chicago Baises Fund
CHTOAGO-The contributions and
2 nrade af the winter eommence-
dinner of the

ment Chicago Extension
more than doubled thé amiount  réceived
2i the sutumm commeficerment. Max M.

Korshak, Master-in=Chancéry of fhe Cid-
cuit Cowrt of Coole Counfy and froasufer
of the Chicago Fxfénsion, offéred to add
B to all confributions from fle rést of
the meeting. A1 the conithéncarhent on
April 13, the toial ofme to $673.05.

Radio Recordings Available
CHICAGD - TFhenograph records and ra-
din recordings are acw béing made of an
addrsss by John %, White, 84-year Georgs
jat lesiurer, before  the Henry Geéorge
Fellowship on Tdesday, April 18, Pheone-
graph records will be soid al a nominal
prive 1o cover the cost of produetion. Ta-
quiries may be addressed to the HGSBSS,
Roorn 1208, 13% N. Clark St., Chicago.

Faig

Loag hla.nd F-or

TAMATCA, L, Lo foFim wis Held on
May 26 by the Scciéty for Long Islavid
Georgists i the saditorinm of P08 No.
169%, 218th Streel and $2nd Avenue, (uéens
Village, Spealkers wers: Grace Isabel Col-
brog and Speacer Meath, Cluwde K. Lewis,
sotung Chsirman,

i, wak

Weekly Foriims in Fall
- NEW TORK—I. Blienoff, in chargé of
the monthily foruws. anhounces fhe dis-

- confinuatice of this fesiufé of th& Schoof

work during the summer. lfe“gim_ﬁﬁ'g 303
October the Suliday forufs will Be held
wéekly.,

On Assessing Costs

CHICAGO—THe real estate seefion of

the Chicage Daily News, April 28, gave
a two eolumn peview of the 1939 edition
of Olcott’s Lafd Vuiues Blue Book of
Chicage, “Olcott's Biue BHook'” is the
staridy of alf real esfufe niest, bankers
and evel fthe courfs when any duestion
afiged aboid the vabae of land in Chlicago
of s guburbs. 1t i3 prepaded animuiby
by Georzgs, . Oldott siid a total staff
of less ithan five persons:

The cost of s accirafe spprafsal of
1dndd vatues is but s pitfafice compaved
to theé ¥936 spprovriatior of $£290,000 for
the Sodlk Colinty Bourd of Assdssory snd
Blard of Appeals, Mr. Oleoft fold -Pheé
YFreeoian thig mionth, Tf goverm’nent wers
réstiicied fo Tand valwe tikation, Mp O
cot estimated that S56.000 would We a

tibafal amourit td cover abl costs of fhe

assessing departient.
Chicago Teachers Meet
CHICAGO—The monihly teachers’ meet-
ing- of the Chicage Estensioh wag Ield
at thé residence of Hamuel M. Levin,
Sdtirddy, April 29, Jonn Al ‘Harnéy in-
stiuctor &€ the Hyde Fark Nelghbnrhood
Cieb, ' read from. Father John A, RBiyan's
“Distributive Justics” and led & critiedl
diseussicd  of ilg drsalment wof ° Hemry
reorge's fenets, The next teadhers’ meet-
ing will be held at the home of J, Ed-
rd Topes, 1278, Speringlichd ave.,
roevening, May 27

Sat-
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WS OF THE CRUSADE FOR ECONOMIC ENLIGHTENMENT

Big Sanmumer Session

NEW YORK-—25,000 snnouncéments of
the Suramer classes are being prepared
for mailing Jens 1 Classes in Fanda-
mental Economics will. be eonducted from
Monday it Thtrsday, #f 3 fo 5 in the
afterncon, and af 7 to ¥ in fhe evening.
Speciul classes fof high selool and col-
lege students wil be conducted in (ha
mornings »t 10 te 12 and in the afier-
noon at'i te 8, These classes will cover
the course in six weeks, Wwo sessions
each ‘week. .

Tideman Repoits

CHICAGO, ¥HtL—Henry L. ‘T. Tideman,
director of the Chicago Hxtension, enter-
tained 16 gradudtes of the public utili-
ties class in fandiafental economics at
his home on May 3. The class was en-
rollted by Otfo Bawmann from among his
agsociates at the Peoples Gas Fdight amd
Coke Compuhy. A new public utilities
class is being orvganized. ) )

Ten graduates of Mr. Tidérman’s ad-
vaneéd class celebrated the complétion of
forty weeks of study #t a dinner parily
in thé Central YMCA, May 22, This
clasy . eompleted the study of the four
maitt books by Heary George. Several
aré &lroady teaching.

New spripg clusses which started dur-
ing the week of April I7 have over 225
studying Progress and Poverty, 80 i the
advanced courses, Correspondence course -
inquiries totalted 191

“Brick” Campaign Sueeessiul

NEW YORK—Around 500 guests af-
terrded the HE3SY entertdinment snd
danice on Aprilt 22 st the Paha Garden.
306 W. 5%nd Stréet.  Arrangemenis . for
the enfertairifnent weré wnders the super-
vistow Gf M. B. Phomson who acied as
Prologuée i spite of comtinual Mvierrup-
tiows by o pregfidigiiator add wmiracie
mer, Arihit LeRoy, who eventualiy s
ceeded in confusing the audieréce of Fov-
ertyinsthie-Midst-of<Pleity mystery solv-
arz.  The progrdii freluded Glee Cliah so-
lgetiods, a professfonal davce tenng, and
Bert Rose's Band provided incidentsl -
sié dnd accomipanimiefit. M. B. Thomson
sghg . “Una Furfiva Lagrima,” “Old Man
River” and “Southern Serenade,” a wom-
positionr of Fis owr.

After the entertainment, fhe f{loor was
cleared for gereral dancing, At midnight,

. Mrs. Anng George De Mille with the wid

of the Committee, drew from a revelving
dram  the EicKet making eorge Roes,
clo Hetan Company, 44 West 28th Strest,
thé winher of the Plymouth ear for which
students and friends of the Hehool had
Leent selling  “hricks” for the Building
Fund., Burt Levey, Chairman of fhe
Committee, veporis that affer deduction
of all eases, the sum of $1,80H
cradited o the 3 Building Fund.

{83
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Who's Who in Georgism

. .‘:‘\ 4
In the spring of 1899 a student at Lan.
gingburgh Academy in Troy, 4. Y., came
across a paper-bound copy of “‘Progress

and Poverty.”’ He reand it three {imes.
“fhon he turned to ‘‘Protection or Fred
CTrade”” Henry Georgze’s references lad
hiva to read Mill's “Principles of Poiiti-
cal Reonomy' and Spencer’s “Principles
~f Sociology,” which broughi him to other
writings by Mill and Hpencer, as well 'as
Tanry (George’s “geinnee  of  Political
wennomy’’  and
pher,”

T America’s  foremost

«s Perplexed Philoso-

On such fare 'was Harry Gunpison.
Rrown introduced to the study of politi-
eal economy, £o make ‘him eventually
: scholastic supporter
of lans value taxation.

FProfessor RBrown was born in Troy,
May 7, 1880, the son of Milton Peers
Prown and Blizabeth H. Gunnison. After
Lansingburgh Academy he attended Wil-
Lams College (AB, 1904), Ohin Btate Uni-
versity {graduate work in seonomics), and
vale (PhD. 1908). e recelved an hon-
prary  LLD, from Williams in 1936,

s tirst teaching assignment in eco-
st Tale in 1908, In 1915 he
or at the Univer-
sity of Missouri, professor in 1918, Since
07 Protessor Brown has been a frequent
eontribpuior 1o the Yale Review, the Quar-
terly Journal of Eeonomics, the American
Fleonomic Review. the J ouwrnal of Politi-
eal Economy, the Annaks of the American
Academy. the Sescurities Review, the Jour-
nal of Land and Fublic Utility Econoim-
jeg. ihe Public Utilities Fortpightly, Land
and Freedom, and, as our readers know,
The Freemad. .

Among his books are «principles of
Commerce,” ‘‘Beonomic Secience and the
Common Welfare,” ‘‘The Beonomics of
Taxation” and “The Weonomic Basis of
Tax Reform.” = His “Significant Para-
graphs from Progress and Poverty,” with

oy was
hesarne a

an iniroduction by Professor John Dewey,
. published by the dchalkenbach Founda-

tion, has had wide cirgniation.

Professor ‘Brown . married Fleda Phil-
lips of East Chatham, N. Y., in 1911. They
have three children, a married daughter
and two gous.

iartford Uses Radio
HARTFORD, Conn—allan R. Meyers,
spagiden: of the Hartford Chapter of the
Sopry  (teoTige weliowship, reports that
we four regular classes - which opened
en April 10 at 18 Asylum Street, gtarted
with an enrollmsnt of fifty-three stu-
- dents. About foriy others are taking the
sourge at other Iocations under the in-
siruction of Nathan Hillman. The en-
voliment is attributed to methods of ad-
yertising, which congisted of radio an-
nouncerents spaced at various Intervals
an Station WITHT immediataly following
the program of ihe Washington News
Commentator at 7 pom.: Tull Page story
in the Hartford Csuraat Sunday Maga-
zine Section detailing i courses offered
v the School and riving 2 histery of its
aims and objects. - Letters 10 the Feo-
ples orum and notines i1 the newspa-
pors were also waed in addition to send-
ing out cards and distrilneting  posters.

T
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Play Landlerd’s Game

AFLLIN oM. Vi - The Tandlord’s
(e, designed 10 popularize the prin-
piples of Fenry George g published by
Parker Brothers. M Phillips. the in-
wanlor. ¥ also the eriginator of Monop-

ok sugpt the

Fieg

of the writer, within.

Prize Essay on George
ADELAIDE, 8. Aus.—The Henry George
League of South australia invites entries
for an essay competition on: HENRY
GEORGE: The Man and His Message to
Modern Youth. The essay musi contain
a minimum of 2.600 words, typed on one
side of the paper. Bach writer must

adopt a nom-de-plume, which should be.

placed at the top of the first page of the
esmay. The essay must be asccompanied
by a sealed envelope bearing the nom-
de-plume outside, the name and adldress
Ciosing date is
Inly 81, 1938, Address casays to: Henry
Geaorge League of South australia, George
Parade, 11 Carrington Sireet, Adelaide,
South Australia. Frizes: (In U. 8. eur-
rency) approximately £15.00, $10.00, and
5,00, for Lirst, gecond and third respec-
tively. ’

Dayton Increases Staff
DAYTON, O.—Miiftred Jensen reports

that .on May 3 fifteen graduates Te-

ceived diplomas for complaeting the course

in Fundamental Feonomics  and three
have volunteered to teach classes noxt
fall. W, J. H. Schutz spoke on -

¢ Frob-

wards a Solution of Dayton's

erpd of the gr

ion Por the

Pittshurgh Class Dinner

The Frosman, Juns, 1933

Congressman Crosser Speaks

CLEVBLAND—At = testimonial dinner
in hiz honor April 29, Congressman Rob-
ert Crosser, declared. “Freedem  comes
first, Meon and women must have the
right to defend the trth as they ses At
to worship God as they see fit; to live
az they wish to live, 80 fong as they do
noi interfere with the rights of athers,

“No man should have an advantage
over Dhiz fellow-men through control of
a natural rescurce. Every man is en-
titied 1o protection. for the products of
his own efforts, bui net for the products
which belong to ait of as.

sPhe government should take the rev-
epnue from produacts of natural resources
to pay the costs of government and dis-
tribute the residue amopg all pf us. This
would remove tax -burdens, ravive busi-
neszs and industry, decrease prices and
put idle men to work.

cyhat fofly it is to talk of regubating
monopoly, when weg grant o an individ-
ual, or a few individuals, control of the
natursl resources with which God has so
richly endowed our country.  Monopoly
of that kind cannot be reguiated. The
only cure is to abolish it,”"

During his gquarter gentury as the rep-
resentative of the 2ist district. Congre
man Orogser has distributed many copie
of “Progress and Poverty” .

Economic Rennd Table
CHICAGO—A symposium on basic aco-
nomie guestiocns was heard by the Hen-
ry &George wellowship at  its May Znd
meeting. The spealers. afl instruciors
of the HGBSE, were FHarold L. Brolllar
who spoke on the mature uf Wealth, Bay-

mond W. Gwin who discassed the Law
of Wages, and Samuei ., Levin whn

treated 1he Law of Rent Maurice .
Welty,‘president, was in iha chair,

Holland Elects Georgists

GRONINGEN, Holland-~The atection
campaign tor the Legislature in the Prove
ince of Greningen resulied in the re-eloc
tion ol . Koithek as Member. Mr. ol
thek writes that the campaign for the
eoming elections to the County Council
of the Town of Groningen ig now in
progress.  “Justice and Liperty™ mem-
bers already oceupy five seats put of the
thirty-uine council seats.

Persistence Brings Results
NEW YORK—Joan Aikea. voluntesy
publirily agent for fhe School, is getting
space in the local college publications for
5 shori history of the School and a state-
ment of its policy, consluding with  ab
announcement of the swmmer classes.

PITTSRURGHE, Pa—Twelve graduales
of the class under Casimir J. Peliggrind
held 8 ~Commencemnent’ meeting in tihe
private dining room in the Culinairve Res-
taurani, 166 N. Craig St Mondey evening

1z Brattiar
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\grealsers Bureau Report

since the Sjcakers Fiilesn was stalted
m.uddenly on December 1, there hatve been
77 wpeaking engagemenis. While there

will ke very Hitle spealking done in the

summer, an orgafized campaign will be
carrieal onh o blafiket the wity with HG
588 speakers this fall, Ajl students and
araduales who beleng to groups which
use goneaskers, abe Igduested to write fo
Dorothy 3ara, Secrefary of the Speakers
Burea. o )
The fillowing talks wefe given recently:
Aprit 7—Mr. M. B. Thompson, spoke -on
“fife and Philosophy of Henry George’
at the Community House, Firee Acres;

- N.T, a tvsingle tax” enclive.
" April 25—Mr. George W. Quigldy, ad-

dressed the IHamilton Compunity Coun-
cil, 503 W. 145th St., New Yofk, oh
“Preservation of Democracy” at a fo-
Mun meeting. .

May S8—Mr. Reginald Zalles, conducted
two sessions of the economics clagses;
at City College of New York brakch at
James Monvroe High School. . He spoke
on “Henry George Philodophy ud Mid-
way ‘Between Socialisii and Rougged Ti-
dividualisin'”

Moy 17—Mr. Louis Wallis spoke on “‘Lop-
zided Taxation™ 1io the Rotfary Club,
Perth Amboy, N, J,, at their luncheon
meeting.

May 18Dk, S. A. Schneiditiad, mstructer
and secretary Queeids Extension classes,
spoke on “BuFdenseme Taxation” to
thé Woodhaven Republican ssociation,
in Woodhaven, L, I

- Advance date has been booked for:

June S—Mr. Julés:A., Guedalia, will spénk
on “Uneiiptoyieit--A Mehics to Arigi-
icanism® to Americans 35 & Over, Inec.,
st 3399 3rd Ave., Bronx.

Cincinnati Helds Dinner
CINCINNATI, O.—The HGSSS Annual

Drinner was held on May 10 in the Fac-

dlty Dining Room, Students’ Union Build-

g, Uhiversity of Cincinihiati, . Spedkers

wire: Hon., Raymond H. Bug‘ke Mayor

ot ‘ffamilton, Ohio; Dr. Wm. W, Hemtt

PR, Professor of Economics, U.C.; an

invocation by Rabbi Michael Aarousoh“n.

Hong Chag: G, Metrrfell was Chairfiian, Bd.

¥. Alexander, Toszstinaster, and Albert

4. Colby, Eaeébtion (ommxttce “Mrs, Dars

olyn .G, Eline. soloist, was accompanied

by Mrs, Willinm Davis. .

Multlletown Progless
KRILDDLETOWN, N..Y¥Y.—On- Apni 24

fiftean studenis completed” the coutse in

interadtiondl Trada,

tnstroctof, W. O Hillyer - of ‘Tendfly,
W, J. was guest speaker at two. of the
clasi - Heksions  ds uls0 Whay' Zopher K.
Gresne: ! The. Middlelown Travelsrs Club
el ity closlng meetling at the home of
ars. F, P. Humter. and Mrs. Don L.
Buiasey ra Yormer t‘uhaate gave a review
ot Progress and Paverty'*  to interest
siitirs in thé class that will He started
i Sepfember,

ctsridubteﬂ tho the .
iTigh Scéhodl buikding, John . Cléohar,

Hiustrated Lecture Instructive
- NEW YORK—The Forfim met on Sun-
@u¥ afternoon at 4 p.m. May 7. in the

" Students’ Room. Walter Fairchild showed

color slides of Manhattai and Greater
New York, clearly illustrating the tax
pioblemis of all comibuiitics in general
and New York in particular. 65% of the
bhuildings here are over thirty years old,
are olitthoded, ahd do hot bear a DProper
proportion of iaX eontrilation whickh the
much feiyer, better and more modern
builidings have to mdks up. Inh sAddition
to these stides, Mr. Tairchild had maps
which - showed population distribution,
ddynme night-time, and working, from

which he has developed that an average

of.$1,000 per person is contributed to land
valligs in ali communities. While on the
avebage each pdétson brings about $200
jund valde to his residential distriet, there
being two workers im every seven per-
softs, each, worker brings with him arcund

$1.700 land value to the business districts

of New York City.

L. A. Mests in Church

LOS ANGELHES, Cal-—According to. the
report of Harty H. Kerreil, Extengion
Secretary, forty graduates of previous

iifses i Fundamental Economics bew‘
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gan the stady of Inteznatmha! Trade oh
May 8 . Mo Ferrell writes: ' Although
fiot yet a 100 tercent Georgist, Dr, Wrnvst
Caldecott is an enthusiastic supporter of
our. educational Wwork, and Wwé afe using
the paflor of the First Unitarian Churci.*

Montresl Commetniceinent

MONTREAL, Que—TFitty &raduates of
the eoursé in Fundameéntal . Beonoibics,
fifteen from Principtes of Intérhatiobal
Trade, whéen all classes for this term
finished on May i2.

Miss Strethel ‘'Walton, Sécretaty of the
Extension, reports a successful! .dinner
on May 4ith in~ the C. P. R. S8talion
dining room. ©ne hundred angd thirty
recent and’ foriner graduates were prés-
enit,  Speukers were: John Anderson, Di-
rector of Tthe Extehsion: Hefry Moreal,
recent winier of the Sir. Edward Beatty
gold medal for public speaking, who gave
his prize-wiining address, “French Can-
ada;"” Ford Baxter of the JuRior Board
of Trade; Margaret Batemian; B, O. Rid-
dell; and J. F. Johnstor, Chairman. A
short musital program Wwas given by
Strethel Walton and Fred Kindelvich, acs

-compeahied by Mrs, Kindelvich and Mrs.

Stanley Allen. A feature of the evening
was the “True or. False” econtest based
on the Georgist philosophy, led by Mr.
A. W. Averine.
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- Henry George

Shearman

Book Bargains For You
Slightly soiled and odd copies—offered at ridiculously
low prices—for as long as they last.
Prices include postage.

The Land Question, Etc.—~—Henry George ..... $1.00 65
My Neighbor’s Landmark—Frederick
......... veee. 2D A5
The Pith to’ Prbsperity-m(}llbert Tucker ..... 2.00 65
Philosophy of Henry George-—G. R. Geiger .. 2.50 1.9%
Protection .or Free Trade--1927 Edition— :
.............. 1.00
Protection or Free Trade—1931 Edltmnm-

‘Henry George ............
Public & Private Property—.Iohn Z. White ... 2.60 b
Shortest Road to Single Tax—Thomas G.

Cash must accom-

Res. Bale
Price Prive

1.00 50

Spiritual Economics—John Emery McLean .. .25 10
Story of My Dictatorship—L. H Berens &
I.-8inger ......coieao...
Theory of the Land Question—3G. R. Geiger .. 1.00. .65

Robert Schalkenbach Foundation
32 EAST 29 STREET, NEW YORK CITY

30 26

»
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Iradeation June 6

NITW TORK—Aipert Jay Nock, fore-
rist, author of Gur Enemy the
and a number of other well-Kaown
will address the spring graduai-
25 and their frisnds at ths ex-
arcises i be held at Bagineering Audi-
torinm, 26 West 39th Street, June 8th, at
R P.M. His subject will be “The State.”

Francis . Goodale, of the Boston fac-
Wy, will speak on “The Way Toward
Freedonm,” and Micha=l J. Bernstein, of
the MWew York faculty, on “Soclalism va
Democracy.” The sxercizses will be foi-
lowed with an informal gathering in the
Jocial Booin on the fifth floor, where
refreshmenty witlh be served,

Heuse Resolution i73

WASHINGTON, T.C.—0n April 26 2
resolution  “‘authorizing fhe Posimaster
General to Idsue a commemorative stamp
in heonor of the one-hundredth anniver-
sary of Henry George” was introduced
in the House o Represeatatives by Mr.
Sweeney, The resolution, which eulogizes
Ceorge's contributicn to  soclo-sconomie
theought, concluding with the well-known
estimate of his place in philosophy by
o, John Drewey, Is now in the Comrait-
tee of Post Office and Post Hoads, A
number of Georgists have written £ Poat-
master General James Farley, fo their
Congresemen, and to President Hooseveit,
urging the issuance of this stamp. Par-
sistent affort of thizs kind will be help-
ful.

asses in Holland

GRONINGEN, Holland-—400 copies of
the Dutch translation of Progress apd

Poverty have been sold by “Justice and-

Liberty,” the Georgist group In this
country,  The publishers slse report  a
steady sale,  Traassiation of the Teuch-
srs Manual i5 being done. and plans )
putablish Henry George Schools in Holv
land await itz completion.

Article by H. G. Brown '

COLUMBIA, Mo.—While they last, com-
plimentary copies of o reprint of an ar-
ticle by Harry Gunaison Brown, - {rom
The Jonrnal of Political Beonomy (April,
19391 on The Ineidence of a General Out-
pat or a General 3Bales Tax,” are availe
abile,

" Story of My Dictatorship

The More You Read -
The More You Know

Hers is a list of books, and combinations of books and
pamphlets, the regular retail price of each of which is ONE
DOLLARE, or more.

Through a special arrangement with publishers and authors,
we are able to offer any one of these books (or combinations)
together with a yvear's subscription to The Freeman, for the
price of the book alone, ONE DOLLAR.

- Books by Henry George
Social Problems
Science of Polifical Economy
Protection or ¥Fres Trade
Progress and Poverty

By other Authors

Theory of the Land Question by George Baymond Geiger
How to Abolish Poverty by George L. Record

Path to Prosperity by Gilbert M. Tucker

The Game of Life by Bolton Hall

Combination Ne. 1

Theory of Human Progression by Patrick BEdward Dove
by Berens & Binger
Nins Spoeches by Henry George

Combination No. 2
What's Wrong With Taxation by Jackson . Ralston
Gems from Henry George

Combination No. 3

Significant Paragraphs from Progress and Poverty
Selected by Harry Guanison Brows
Foreword by Jobm Dewey

" Unemployment and the Bevenue Problem by John 8, Codman

Combination No. 4

Colored Portrait of Henry George

Addresses at the Funeral of Henry George by Bev. Lyman
Abbott, Dr. Gustav Gottheil, Bev. Edward McGlynn,

John Sherwin Crosby

To The Freeman—30 East 29th Street, New York

Fineloged find One Dolar. Send me The Freeman for

one year-—also:

Select the ope you wanf. Fill out
this subscription blank, mail it with
your doilar, and yow'll receive the
hook (or combination) plus The
Freeman for one year—ifor the price
of the book alone. {Order Combina-
tien desired by mumber.)

B van vpeefer ned o destrey this  page, any
sheet of paper will serva as 8 subseription blank.




