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IMMIGRATICN.

Wed.Allen, writing from Bropoklyn, wanis to know-whether'i am
in favor of-restricting,immigration. As to Morgolians, or any otk r
races that cannot readily assimilate with our people, my snswar is,
yes. 4s to the European peoples, nc.

Under present conditions, at least, there are grave reasons fof
refusing to admiﬁ immigrants whp, perpetuating marked distinections
‘which would ecn@tituﬁe them an insocluble élement in our populétion,
wnuid give rise to @ifficulties and dangérs such as ars threatened
by the Chinese gquestion in the Pacific sﬁates.and by the rsace gques-
tion in the scuth. But fhase raasons for(:xclusion do not apply to
Eufapean-immigrants,levan when of different tongues from oﬁr OWIle
Unless isolated in separate eammunities,'thasemimmigrants quickly
iearn our language and adopt our customs, and their children at

1sast become indistinguishable from the rest of our population.

- There is room enough here for 21l who ars ecoming or are 1ikely
to come to us from Eﬁrgpe, gnd if our unused nataralropportunitiés
were only open to those willing tc use them, these immigranté wonld
not only be agble fo fiﬂd employment without displacing any one al-
veady here, but for the same reascn that two men working together
can produce more than twice as much as one man, their addition to
our population ought to render it possible for us all 4o get a bgtter
living. If it seems that there are too many people already here;

if it seems that new comers must swell the ranks of those who cannet
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findremploymént, and incrsase the-intsnsity of that competition

of merée laborer with mere laborer, which in ali occupations pros.
duces its effect on those alreédy here, and wcﬁld eontinue'to affect
them if immigration were %0 cesse « in our giving te some men the
absolute ownership and control of the natural eieﬁent on w1ich and
from wﬁieh gll must live. The restriction of immigratien would do -
nothing to right this fundaméntal wrong.' Its agitation wouid ‘have
but the effect ( and, in large part, this is the conseious intentien
of those who advceate it) of diverting the populaer mind from the-
only path by whieh the emanecipatiocn of labor cam be reached. .

Signed Henry George.
May 12,1888.




