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To talk of immigrétioﬁ as though thatjweré‘éhe cause afrécéﬁff
émployﬁeht and low wages, is at onee: to maka g pretense of devotlon
to the interents of labor eand to turn the atteﬂtion of the 1abor1ngig
maﬂsea in the directlon that w111 not threaten "vestad 1nterebts.

ﬁnd jgst nOW*the outery agalnst 1mm1grat10n seems to line w1th the

novlby of both the great partles. On the - ome side antl—preteetlen- S

istﬁ can utillze it ta show the hollowmess of the Dretense that theT'”

tariff on gea&s pretects ﬁmerlcan labor. - On the other slde'pretee- L

tionlsts can-use it to exclte those pregudiees agalnst “fare1gners“

whlch have g9 powerful 1y alded them in impesznn their scheme of
frobhery oa the Amariean,people. To. presarve the one.- ﬂhLmﬁsa4 mall
. which they have induced the masses to erect around our eo agts,mthey ﬂ

Wgulﬂ be w11113g, if need be, %o havs gnother erected. To save pro- f?

tection on goods, they would, if necessary, give.ﬁp free trade in
labor; Thay are the more ready tg countenance this ldea because
they well know that 1t 1 really 1mp0381b1e to impose any substan-"=
tlal restrlctlons upon ﬁuropean immigratigﬁ.w1thout resterlng tc
the eomplete Chlnese plan of non~1n$ercourse.: Thsy-well‘knew that”
the foreign contract lahor.law is a mers sham, énd that any smend-
ment that congréss can make to it will be but the casting of anotler
tub to the whale. | '

There 1s one valid, and at least in the pressnt stage of our
c;vilization; insuperable, objection to the immigratidn of tha
Chinese in any numbers. Besides the vast differences that separaté

thém from us in langﬁage, rﬂligion, eustoms and habits of thought,




there arg also physical differences sufficientiy marked to prevent
3331milatlon -and to secure the pernetuatlon of all other dlfferences._
To admlt them would thus ba to admit an unassimilable element, whlch
would eontlnue perhaps for long gsneratlons ta arouse"preJudlees -
and emkiﬂdle strlfe. But the people who are comlng to us from Europekf
beloﬂg to the same great family’ of mankiﬁ& as we purselves, have tha :
same religious bellefs that-exist among us, §peak‘f0r the most part
different variations of what philelogists tell us is the sém@ mothar
tongue, and when not massed tégéther'as.are the French in Gaaé&a;
beeome in & generation undistinguishably blended with the ragt of
our pgople. o |

And'this is the rea;;bottém-of.the sentiment against immig&atieni“
the real cause of the largely changed feeling in regard to it. Work
ig growing scarce in the United States, and the competitors for'erk

_not unnaturally view with jealousy and dislike any new comers who

__may'depriVQ them of the share of the work tﬁgy might otherwige;gat,;

Buat~why is work growing SQarde? Why is it that we seem ‘o have
what Nr. Powde;ly ealls a "surplus population?" These are'questions
which Mr. Pord, who is onlﬁ a_congreséman, andlwho as a‘congressman
cannot affofd.to go shead of his constituents, may with some reason
decline to answer.' But they are questions which Mr. Powderly, who
is the head of what he clainms fo be a great sducational order ~ &n
order which, as he declares, has taken as its function not only the

enligntenment of the toiling masses of Amserica but of Europe 83 well-



5o

cannct decline.
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Is work growing scarce heeause there is less need. far Work9

~What is the need‘for worKP- Is 1t not the supnlyinv of wants -‘,a;i

the. satisféetion of desires?' ﬁre all wants suaplied? are all d381res

u;fer the thlugs that work produces satlsfleﬁ? 7
| Surplus popalation.‘ What does tha generél méster ﬁérkman ef
the world-lnbtruetlng order mean by the phrase "surplus pepulatlon
_ which he uses so vllbly? Boes he mean & graater pcpulatian than - thero
are natural resaurees to suppart - & greater populatien than the
Greatar, in whom, as a Catheolic, he believes, intended to exist? 0? ???
does he mesn a greater pepulatién than thers is any use for?

He calls for a party whlch will "take the same intereat in the
reduetlon sf the surplus populatlon as is taken in the reductlsn of
uthe surplus in the treasury of the natlon¢“ How aaes Mr Powdarly
propose that thls reduction of surplus pepulatlon shall p:ceceaai‘P
) $u¢e1y; he would not think of exporting it to Europgf;far there.régéé
he says, there is a surplus population? Hor to. Asia, Hor to Afriéé?
Eow then would he ha%g his suggested party propose to get rid of 4%
By war, by vestilence, or by electricity? '

To one who will simply leok with a desire to see, it must be
perfeétly elear why even in such = sparsely'setfledlland 88 this
there should be a seceming scarcity of work, a geeming surplus popu-
lation. ﬁithout the use of lesnd men can neither work nor live. 'If

one man owned the earth all the rest of its ﬁeople, save such as_he
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'permitted to work, would bs unneceséary laborers - surplus papu;ation;“
?hether, in holding vest areas idte, he were prompted by caprice or |
merely'by the deéire to get great spaculétive prices for the use of L:f
tha eértﬁ} the result w@ﬁld be the seme, except as %o the &efiﬁitgﬁgJ
ness of the line, the tensionh of the:pressure. Whatlwould be true

| of the earth mus't_he true of a caﬂt_-_in_eht oT a country? 4nd What; ig;;;_“
ﬁreubiihg our eivilization ﬁe—&a? is_that we have, throughout the -
givilized World,‘made the egrth private praperty; '

Or look at the matter in another way:.

Thers are five thousand Italians out of employment in the cityif
of Hew York, says Mr.“Eofa. Tﬁey a&eanearly all agricultursal 1ab§r-l
ers, and they esre henest enﬁugh te find banksrsAwho will 1endrthem
at least some capita1 if they have any prospect of repaying'it.

‘ﬁhy don't they go upon the Newark marshes and convert them into
gardens? Whﬁ don't they go upon any of the‘largeAamount Qf unuse@
lend that isrto.bé foand around Hew York? "ﬁ%a prige is too high,“ 
regplies Q@ngresSmaﬁ Ford, and he replies trﬁiy. Wﬁy don't-they 80
west? DBecause wherever they went thgy would fiﬁd'the~same obstacles,
in a degree proportioned to the difficulty of getting thers, and
" the difficultj of getting prcduce transperted from there. If they
were ﬁo go to Cklehama, they would find a great concourse walting
for the territoy to be opensd. 4nd as soon &s it'was decided that
they should go anywhere, there, as Congressman Ford truly says,
would the price ¢f land go up.

How if these Itslians could get this unused land, Hr. Powderly's

surplus population would be reduced at once by five thousand. That
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numbsr of competitors for-emplsjﬁehtiwould be taken out of the-ovéfsi';

wtcckea-iéba?Lmarket of New York city. But this would be Gnly'thé

‘beginﬂihg. These Italians, ncwmatter how cneaply they tried ta llva —ﬁ:

and. no hlame to them for thlnklno of w1fe and. ehlldren or 51$ter ;

qr=mother at home - wouldi by thelr demand for other things, set

" other now unemplaye&”men.ét work, and those, again, others stills

- Here is the éauée'- the one great, fundamental'eause-pf unem-
bleyed éébor'ﬁnd "surplus population.” And the remedy is aé simple
. and as plain. . . h

| Abolish all the éuties.aﬁd.taxes that are now levied inm &ﬁy
shape on the useful products of laboér and put them, instesd; on the :
value of land. What would become of the trusté and the éombinations?
How 10ﬁg would the dogs- ln-theﬂmanger ‘keep thelr hold of natural
_opportunltles they are not using? How long would the Italians be
unemnployed? How long would tme-buliders s tand idle? How long woﬁld
it be befora every man in all this hroad land who was w1111ng to work_r
Would flnd all the work he wanted to do, and instead of looking
with jealous, hateful eyes at our kindred from beyong the sealwho
seek our shores, the cyy would g0 upy "Come over and help uss Help
us subdue a continent; help us build up a sepublic stronger greater
richer, purer, than any nation the world ever has seen before - a
republic where there shall be work for all, leisure for all and plenty

for all."”
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All Europe would come? What if théy did? We would have room
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for them, and work for them, and plenty for them. But mothing
of the kind would happen. Ehe spectacle of such & fepublié across

: the Wﬂstern se&; the return vigits of th '8¢ who had eame the 1ette:

that went baek the elose intercourse whlch a free trada would give

wnuld arouse stich a2 moral force that thrones would totter-:and fall"

4

and standlng armies would dissppear, and a Unlted btates of EurepeQ”f?

befera a generation had passed away, would clasp hends with a Unlte&

o

‘Statasrof Bmerica.

Signed: Henry George,
' August 18,1888.



