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HENRY GEORGE'S TETTERS.
Iﬁtetesting,ﬁomﬁaﬁt @ﬁ tﬁe'ﬂeéént‘ﬁepublican_'
\ | 06EVention énd'Its Issues.

- The letters af Henry Georae from ‘the repuhllcan‘natlonal g0on-
vention at’St. Louls where Willlam MﬁKlnley was nomlnated on a. plat»
rform af proteetlon and vold standara cf monay, Were publlbhed 1n all |
of the important eenters thrcauheut the ceuntry.* Among the great
dallles in which they appaared were the Kaw Yark Journal Boston
Heral& Plttsburg Post Chlcago Trlhuna and San_ﬁrqncisco Examlner.

_ mr. George's first 1etter Was nubllahed on Tuesday, June 16.
"Eiﬁer‘refé:ence to the evldent'unanimlty_among the delegates for
EbKinley as thé bringer of “grptectioﬁ-and pro$perify," the letter
. geals largely with‘tﬁe bégiﬁning'nf'the repnbliean varty, snd the
csuses. whlch brought it inte being. He said: |

I was s hoy at sea when a p3331ng ship hrought news that the
first_republican convention haﬂ glven brrth to a new party opposad
to slaver&.' From thet moment I was a republlcan and tried to. sup-
port Fremont in alizﬁﬁ:oy who could not vote mlght do.' Caéting my
first suffrage for Lincoln in California, I ccntlnueg to guéynrt'
thét party 111 thewwar was cvér end Grant waﬁ.president. Anq I
aceepfeé too, what I now'tﬁink ité gfeat mistake, and was ggearnest
a protectionist as the men arouﬂd me to- day who wear the badges,
| "Protection and Eresperityé" More 1051@31, perhaps, than most of
: tham, I found éonsolation.fér-the ravégés of thé Alabama and the _
Floridé in the thdught that they were incidently‘prctecting-us hettefi

paid werkingmen of Caelifcrnia against the more poorly baid'labor of

""E"
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the Easts B

- But one night while Gzant was'prégidegt & felleW'ccmgﬁsitor'
téok me .to & débétingrclub- ﬁmere I héar& a-maﬁ.ﬁcW'Well knéwn'iﬁ
.Californla - and, I am glad tc say, new- & 81ngle taxer -'make an ad-
dress that wnuld ellelt applause if delivered in ta~morrows conventlon-x
\ an address‘ln whlch:protectlen;was extelled as the hlghest natrlo-l.
tism ana the siurést road to natlonal prosperity. People think qu1ck1y r-f
when their. thaught is ripe for 1t ana I left the room & free traﬁer.
For I saw that to talk of preteetien ana prOSPerlty was like talking

of “5in and sunshlne“ or"rebbery and rlghteousnesso

- . - - .

' Imqomes“a_ﬁamacrat; o

‘I was never s half way men; and when I comprehended thet the inm-
evitahia outcome of the policy of nroésctioh, to which the renubliean’
| party had become eemm1tted waa the lnstltution of an 1ndustr1al sla-
very in plaee of the chattel glavery that had heen abollsheg, I saught
the democratlc party, as afford1n5 the readlest way of opp031ng the.
attempt to make men righ by denying thelr natural rights. Ang from
mhat time on the only thing I have thought worﬁhworking for &ndsvotlng
for in natienal politics has been the reverse of @rotection ; egual
rights. -

Ilwas a delegate from San Francisco in the democratic convention
of 1872 that nominsted ngacé Greeley and heartilj éupported this'areh-‘
representative of éﬁqpié&n protection, because I beiieved_that his |
candidacy és a democratic nominee would do much to end the war feeling,
and this I most heartily desired as a mesns of bringing politicsl dis-
gussion béck to éuestions.that really most concerned the magsses of our

people - the social and ecomomic questions. 4nd I staid with the demo-
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cratle party through the Tilden. campaign and the Hancock eampalgn,-
hoping that it mlvht at last turn to the real democracy, the true
_democracy, ‘the democracy'of ‘Thomas Jeffersan and speak the words of
power,. equal rights to all- and special priuileges to none.
_ _ ) Drawn To Cleve¢and. ) | _

Tlre& of hope deferred I had come to thlnk that the only hope
must lie in some new movement when at length Glevelana questleﬁed thé |
pollay of proteetion arid prosperity in his message of 1888. I was
orie of those who rallled to ‘his support not because he haﬁ said free
trade, hut because he had at least mada a8 movament toward . free trade.
| In the first battle Wlth brotection Cleveland was aefaatea anﬁ flushed -
..With triumph the protaetion interests gathered to pass the MbKinley |
bill. Then came the triumphant nenomlnatlon of Cleveland and his tri— )
umphanﬁ eleetlon on the $hira anécessive running, an honor never befora
accordea to an american citizan._

How in the han&s of his admin&stratlon the hope that gave him
power has been ignored and stultifle& it is needless to say. The effect
on me is, that if I must'choose'agéin'betweenrtwo protedtioniéfs, I
would much prefer a repuhlican protectlonlst to a demonratlc protec-
tionist. If an army is %o be massad for the avowed purpose of putting
| doWn strikes federal troops are to be sent into states without eall
of thelr authorlties, if‘ue‘ars $0 be threatened with wars that could
' only profit. spoilsmen arnd extravagant expenditures sre to be malntaln~
ed by the issue of bonds unealled for by‘congress, it iz better that
these things should be done by the avdwed.party of strong government

than by a party that pretends tb follow the Jeffersonian phiiosophy.
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Predicted 4 Split.

Mr.‘Georga in his second letteﬁ'writas of tﬁe money questicn
and the 1ncr3331ng poa51h11ity of & spllt betwesn the silver and gold
_factions. 7
_ marq aﬂd more if'grows clesr, said he, that this convehtion
caﬁhbt-EScapefdaing whst the astuté management ﬁhat,sQ darefully; and
to their firsf-apprehehsion, S0 suceeSSfﬁlly planned out a §fogram
for it did not wish for and d4id not ei&cp'e_-,é'-‘h,_ aﬁd tha‘_t ei“-e_ the conven-
tion can'plaee ifs nominess before the peoéle and-adjaurn it is fé%e@}
Wﬁeuher by omigsion or by eammission formally 0 open 8 new issue,
gn issue that will drive through apd split into fragments the eld pol-
itical allignments,ran igsue that has in it the possibility af arous-
ing fears aﬂa-kindlinﬂ passidns and may even.in-thé eoﬁiﬁg.eleetion
'glve a graater Iintensity to polltical contests than they have known
since the split in the Charleston demeeratlc convention that opened
the way for Llncoln g election as-the first republican preSLdent. |

~ The di%ergencé between the'geid element aﬁd the.silvar element
is too wide for the poliey of straddiing-to spgn;-and rafher_than
permit-aﬁ evasion the silver slement will join the gold element in
forcing a‘clearJdeéiaratian. It is not tﬁe tariff but the money
guestion that is really up,rand it will not down.

Thus - in a way that men like myself - the real republicans
and trﬁe democrate, In Thomas Jefferson's use of the words, who, bet-
ter to distinguish them from protectionists, ropublicans and democrats
in a mere party sensé, ére called‘single taxers - have not‘wished for

and have4u0t striven for that which we have wished for and have striven
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for as the means of opening the %ay ﬁﬁr new truth the breaking up of
‘existing polltlcal divisians is 1iKaly to be aeeomplished.

_ _ What the Movement Means.
It 1s therafore. worth whlle to consiaer that this pass;onate
' des1re for free silver whlch has already shown its pommr in the elec~
tion of delegates to ‘the aem@cratlc eonventlen and is forelng & new
'alignmemt in ‘the republlean convention really'means. What is vaguely
known gs the silver mevement has in it three alements - the w1sh of
silver mines,. to inerease-the valne of wiat they have to sell by the
deviee of ?roteetign, the foraing.qf it use upon other péople}jtha{
pérception ﬁhét the intrinsiec Qﬁ'eommadity valus of what iS'uSe& as
money is not an esséntial element in the pérformance of the.dfficﬂﬁ'ﬂf
that medium of exchange, and the notion, foﬁtered by our habits aﬁ ex-
pression and often of thought that abuﬂdance of menay means abunﬁance
of waalth. '_ '

'. And behind these, and giving to it in firet expression its see-
tieﬁal‘character, lies, though unpercéeived as vet by the messes, the
greaﬁ land guestion, ﬁhich is bat a meré definite neme for the great-
eat of all social queétiéns; the labor gquestion, thelquestion of work
and wages, and coﬁsequently to'the.massés cfllife 1tself,

The first of these glements, both in time end in importance,
that make up what is now called in ocur politics the silver movement
comes from "greenbackism” - so called from the popular name of the diz-
ect issue‘o%'paper.%@neywméde by the nationsl govermment during the
war. This, in rational form, was a recognition of the fact thet such

morisy needed no backing of depesiled bonds or basis of gold reserves,




and waé the cheoapest and fairést;' )
7 Credit Instead of Coin.

The mostghighiy.diviliza@'fgfm.sf méﬁey it gave to the country,
what 1t had never before, had & uniform and convenient medium of ex-
change, -and.utiliziﬁg fér the benefit of all the énbrmeus'eeénomies.
'effected by the -substitution of credlt for the preclaus metals. Green~
. beekism derive& & pa331onate element from 1ts becomlng a pratest a-
'galnst the msnner in Whl”h durlng the needs of the eivil war the fi-
nances of tﬁg government were used for the Speelal beneflt of the o
'moneyea class, against the repuﬁxatlcn of 1ts mwn money by the goveﬁn-
- ment in maklng dutles collectable and interest payable only in gold
agalnst the institution of the national banks, a device by_whieh the
| government wasrmade-to pay'intefESt on money it had loaned; against
the assmption -that a great‘valuﬁe of debt for which no stipﬁlation
'for payment in gold had been made was redeemable only in gbldﬁran& a~
gaiﬂét-a foreed centractioﬁ of éhe durxeney, which worked haraships
to debtors and serious injury to business, and'roﬁna this nﬂcleué'of
truth a.ﬁide penumbra of error gathéred.

"At one %time greenbackism seemed destined to sweep the cauntry.-
But in‘the_solid machiné of‘a party strong in & sentimental spprecia-
tion of the good it had done, but that had formed an unhealthy aili~
ance with the prineciple of érctection, the greenback movement went
dowﬁi and when.what remeined of its organization was captured by But-
ler, to be sold out to Blaine, it cased as a partylto existe.

- Its Idess 5till Exist.
But its ideas, in which‘truth was mixed with fallacy, have con-

tinued in & money reform movement that naturally under the circumstances
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baéseﬁ into and gave enérgy %o the movement for the substitution of
gilver for gold ag the messure of value in our mgnetary sysfém;'

Tha 311ver mOVGment whlch to-day 1s thrusting its Uﬂwelcome
7 presence 1nta the coun01ls of the party of "protection‘and prosPerity,
ig really an expressmen af desep popular dlseontent, and at bettom a
"just dlscontent. This was the power that gave ﬂictory to Mr. Gleve-
land in 1892. But he, in turﬂimg his back te all hs stooﬂ fer ef re-
'form has dlvertea this diseentent w1th 1ncreasea 1ntensity ta the
- money question as the readiest meens of flnding expr3351en.
_It has;already swe@t.the‘ﬁemeeratie party ¢lean fo.cle§e1§n&f
- ism and Gaiﬁanism an&.mbrgaﬁism.' Gan.$hérrepﬁhliean-par%y; with the
- gold sentiment of the East 11nked %o its shibboleth of pretectlon and
prosperity, carry MbKlnley inte theWhlte chse in the face of the tide
that swells from the West? This L& the quastloﬂ.thuughtful republi~
can leaders are-earneétl& disecussing to-nighte. |

| } A Historic Convantien.

7 The thlrd 1etter deserihss the yearning of the MbKlnleyltes for
a'straddleran the money-question. M. George alse makes an interest-
ting prophecy concarﬁing the furture of the_republiean pmrﬁy; He said:

Enough is now cledr to make it certain that this will be a hi&-
torie convention, marking the drewing of a ﬁaw pélitieal line. &
great party which began its formsl existence by arou51ng all the bltter--
ness of a sectlonal question seems likely to come to its formal end in
the bitterness of what seems for the present like snother sectional -
question. | |

The line of division is nct now one of latitude but one of longi-
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tude. Not between North and Sduth_but between Esst. and West. . bg |
thislsectidnal division the péiiticians*éeem nQWiconfidéntly'ta fig~
:ﬁrgg For $he present they are douhtless right. But is the Uﬁitn
really threatened by a new and necessarlly seetlonal d1v151on in our
polltles.whlch-must-contlnqe-to bragd strifs until one sect;on over-
comes the‘dihér?' | | 'v | | -

The aangera gré grave enough but they do nat saem to me to in-
volve this supreme danger. Tha slavery questlen was raally a sectlonai
questlon. for when it egme 1nte pclltical 1ssue all the slaves were
owned in the south end ﬂone at all in the Narth*-but there is in reali-
ty no such c¢lear sectlonal 1ine for lelSlOﬂ on the money question.

_ Tha Eas$ has not all ‘the geld ner the West all the silver and
,Whatever may be the best money the people of one sectlen.are as mueh
interested in gettlng 1t and using it-as gan be the people Of-the ethex.

_ | | Money Question the Issue. '

The money reformars have exhaustea fertlle imaglnatlons in the
affort:to.shaw that the money,qusstlan is the most important of soeial |
questiOns. According to them "the control of the money of a éountry
is the 1nfallible mesns hy which the few can take to themselves the
earnlngs of the many, and to 1nsure the issuance of an abundance of
| cheap mogay is the only way in which wealth may be made plentiful end .
its distribution fairly equelized, interest,” oz, as they eallrit,
"'usury' abolished, the dominance of tha *money klngs dQStrOyea, and
the lahoring masses emanclpated. ﬁ '

But in truth the sort ofameney used in any ccuntry, consigered

elther gs a medium of exchénge or as a messure of value, is s matter



{f _ ‘gf re;atively small=impc:ténca} Mnney'has served snd does serve
most-imﬁortant fune tions in,exehange._ But there weﬁe men befére
‘thefe was money, and the furthar pregress of‘our 01v1lization is -

steadily to lessen the use and mlnimiza the 1mp0rtance of monay.

, ﬁbney is really a mere medlum of exchange - & mere counter of
vdlue - and its kind or quality is- as 1ittle essential to the perfar-
mance of its functlons 88 the klnd oy quality ef g poker chlp is ta

 the game. ‘We gan ezehaﬁge batween ourselves in any. medium that we
.agrea uﬁon.* . | ) | \
dnd all talk whethar on. the sxie of “silver cranks" or of
gsla buga ' about the ne03331ty or the expeﬁlaney of our use of I
eertaiﬁ kinﬁ of money in order to exchanga or more advantageously
to exchange with other nations is aestltuterof any baSlS that can

stand careful investigation. ‘Ebnéy in its domestic use is merely

& loeal counter for the féciiitatian'bf‘exehangé among men. We do
not eat méﬁey norrdrink money, nor wear, ﬁor, emcept metépharicélly,
burn money; For yet, save in the same metapharicai way; dces the
possession of money-méan'ﬁealth or its.ahseﬁce'povérty. | |

' : , What Ebney'Reglly Is.

4s for internsational exchanges, the mbney that any one country
may use makes no difference in the exchénges between the people of
that country and tﬁe‘people of other countries. ﬁoney does not entér-
into them savé-as a commodity - a product of labor divested of the
character of genersl acceptance that really msakes it honey.

So far as immediate use is concerned, we might change our money,
éither as a medium of exchange or a measure of valus from gold to sil-

ver, and_from'silver to copper; and from copper to wampum, without



. any more difficulty ﬁh&n'mightreome from the frietien qf the'ehange;_

June 24,1896




