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THE SINGLE-TAY COURIER.

- Vol.IV #1.
| | GEGRG?'S NIGHT.
7 HENRY GEORG? LECTUR&S FOB bIHGLu-TAX CLUB.
In Ghlckarmng Hall New York - Right to Life and ‘the
Right to Land. )
Sunday nght Becembar 16 Henry George delivered the third of
a seriss of twenty 1eatu*es, to be conducted at Chickering Hall this

Wlnter by the Mbnhattanr

_leenmax Clubs

M. Geerge was recelfa& with great cheering, whiech lasted sevar~
al mlnutes. The enthusiasm Wwas so general asnmd spontaneocus that tha
'great 31mgle taxar ~who alwsys appears in = goﬁﬁ humor, 1aughad guicks. .
1y 11 hlS 31des sheok.. ‘

e THE SINGLE-T4X. | 7
"The anly cemplaint I have heard about these 1ecturas " he began,
cemes from singla-tax man, and is that some of our spaakers do not
clearly‘tell the audience what single tax means, and I have besen askedlf
therafora tonight, %o spesk about the aingle-tax and endeavor to gzve
a olear idea of what it is. The name, llke most namaéjﬁggTaahere to ‘a%
parties or mOVements, was not'of our deliberate irvention. By the ‘
single-tax Wwe mean & proposition to colleect all the public revenues
from one‘souree - that'which the political economists know as rent,
colleeted on the‘walﬁe'éf land, irrespective of improvements. This
is the best and chespest way of raising revenue. Every owner of a
valuable estate has in his hands the powsr of ralsing revenue. Hermay'
charge according to the use that is made of the land. .In feudal times
charges were made even upon the births and the marrisges and the déaths;

A man who would attempt that now would be considered erazys, It hss
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been found for landlords that the largest amount of revenue can be
raised by one-singlg charge for the use of the land.

“Taﬁe'tﬁa great builﬁingé; The owner has it 1ﬁ his powsr ta
ralse revenue,from those who use the structure. He might charge tollé
on the elevators, or demand contrlbutlons from goods coming in or go~
ing out, or upen the business done. But he does not do thet. The
perpendlcular rallwayS'run frae. ”here is neo charge upon 1ncomes,

' upon what men hévé _or upon what they de. In some plaess heat 1ight
: power and even service are furnlshed the owner gatting his income in
the eheapest bast and mos§ satlsfactory way in the oné charge of remt.
. THE STATE AND THE LASD CWNER.

"The State gets its power 6f téxa%ion the same way. It comes
from the fact that the communlty or State is the superior land-ewmer;
o over-lord’ within a eertain area, and no matter how it may levy
1ts exactions for revenue it cannot by the mualtiplicity of these ex-
aet;oms get sny more than it cen by one form - for %the use of the kand.
Thare is the ultimate limit to the revenus. The State can levy reven- |
ue only over th&_terrltory which 1t controls, and the emount it can
‘raise is always governed by what mén are willing to pay for the privi-
lege of living ﬁithin that area. The landlords of'olden.times had |
even the right of life and death, but it made no difference. IFf exac-
tions pass 8 cértain point people will cease to 1live within that_areéa
Those who cannbt get away will be impoverished and finally will adie.
History is full of examﬁies of populous cities being converted into
ruins aﬁd fertile districts changed into deserts by 111-judged taxation.

"Now, with the State as with the individual larxdlord, one single
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rent tax will a fford the largest revenue with the leasst trouble aﬁd
gxXpensea. Take the meniford taxes we levy touday.thraugh out various
*gdvernments.' They are 1iterally as stupid angd barhérOus as it would
be on the part of sn indlvidual owner of an estate to go back to petty
¢euﬂal axactions. We tax business, _ocaupations and wealth wherever
we find them. We tax good things ceming-info the country, aﬂd'levy
hﬁrdens on ell the sources - not of ravenue, bubt of produetion. The

single-tax would raise all the revenue at the lowest p0581b1e ca@t and

w1thout eaecking. at all the sources of productiocn.

LAND CANNOT EID% ITSELP.

“The single-tax would be the most certain tax. The land cemnot
be carfied away. It cannoet be hidden or diaguised; Ybu do not now even
have to know theindividual who éwns it. }ﬁzlittla piaear& on every lot,

simply giving its dimensions, seying it was valued at so much for: taxa.-

tion, would bring public opinion end the public conséience to the ai&_
of the'aséessor. How can you find out the incoms of a man? - You cam .
ascertain the value of the lo$s even under the most costly bulldlﬁgs
but how csn you find the value of what is contsines in those buildings
or even the value'of hﬁildings themselves? Still less, how can you
find out the amount of weslth e man hss? The présent system of taxa-
tion requires a horde of officials. They constantly provoke evasidns;
frande and perjury. 4nd even still worse, meny of the taxes cresate s
gpecial interest in favor of -the imposition and masintenance of the tax,.
Through it a profit is given to individuals besides that which goes %o
the Btate. 411 taxes upon imports and capital, upon buildings and ime
. provements, are and muét be nltimately by the user. They are'shiftedr

from hend to hand, incressing as they go, so that the ultimate payment.
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by the people is very much greater than that received by the State.
"All such taxes sre stupid and barbarous. They check production.
They cféate monepbly and strengthen-it,‘&n& give to the man whouhas

sueh an unnatural adv&ntage‘over the man who hes 1little. (Applause.)

‘Every'dietate of good policy snd gocd morals cells for their abolltien.
" "The 31ngle-tax would be paid to a man sittlng in his office and
would be to the last cent of value of the land. So clear is this that

if a man or syniicate owned the whole United Stateé-th&t plan would
afford the largest possible Feventue., |

"It's the beautyvef’ the single-tax that aceounts fer the energy
and determlnation and ‘the spirit somethzug like religlcus enthusiasm
that animatés itg adherents. | |

"To discuss the morel side of this question; let me ssk what is
the first of all moral principles? That all'men have equel rights to
life. That is a prineiple that no man, no réligion‘ahd ne philosopher
will deny. From this question of the right to 1live springs first the
quéstiou of ﬁbe,right to the use of land, which is necessary %o the use-
of the produets'éf-labor. The system simply provides that those who |
are accorded possession and the use of the land shall pay inte a com-
mdn fﬁnd the equivalent of the specisal advantage which they get. ‘That
is all. Tﬁat is the single-tax. (Applanse.)

~ WHY LAND VALUES GROW. _

*In that ideal state of soeiety in which ﬁen were only hﬁnters.
or fishe rmen, and each family was self-contained, there was no need
whatever of public revenues. 4s civilization sdvanced, needs.appearedg'

In that rude state thers had been no roads to build, no streets to clean
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or pave, no schools to be maintained, no law courts - none of the one

thousand and one public requirements of the civilized condition. Above -

g8ll, there were ne land vslues. Heonomic rent had not arisen. Land -

has no value in the beginning, but whétéver is produced by labor hss

'ﬁalue,from the very first. Economic rént does not arise until the*

community is born snd begins o SrowW. EOW, Jjust as that soelal growth

goes ony what is the one thing that ineresses in value everywhere?
"It is the lmnd. The progress of clvillzation tends eonstantly
to reduce the valug of thlngs produced by laber, hecause its constant
movement is toward cheapening the eost of nroduetiom. We have omly
%o leok back a few ysars to see how trus that is. Aimos% all the pre-
duets of labor have de¢lined in value - irom, steel, dress goods, ete.

But land values have gone up with every increase im population.and

~avery social improvement - just;as the necessity for public revenues

has ingreased.
~ NEW YORK ANILLUSTRATION. |
"Consider the condition of this Manhatt&n Islard at the time.

. when Eéﬁdrih‘ﬂu&sdn sailed up the North River. The few scattered fam—

ilies that then inhabited it were self-contalned ~ they had no nead

of public revenues. Gonszdar how enormous its needs of legitimate
public revgnues are to-day - needs that.are not half supplied. Thers
ig need for light, sewers, schools, publiec officisls of all kindsg

for there are really‘a great many publié officials th h&ve a legiti-
mate purpose, as well as a good many that wé no more need then a dog
needs two tails. Look at the enormous values that aﬁtach to land here,

It has already been &0ld in a certain section of the city at the rate



of 7o less than $l2,0005000 an écre. A men who has inherited what
one of the ear1y-Dut¢h sétj&ers woald not cpnsider large enough fo_;”éj
ja-déeent cabbage gar&én,‘can nowlive in luxury from the &nnual inéémef f
he gots from it w1thout doing one 31ngle thlng to aid produetlon.'
"Thls neﬁd of puhlic revenuas and thls enarmeus value that at-
; taches to land thrmugh the growth of New York came from the very same;iif
% 5§”  SOUress. Is i%: net as elear:cas the mether g milk for the sustenance
8 »of-the hﬁild- that thls great uﬁearnad-increment is for the Satisfae-
tion of the public wants that grew from the same things that caused
that unearned 1nerement?
"What does this land value come from? Clearly from the social

growth not from anything that the individual does or can do, exdepﬁ

that he adds to the soeial gmnwth. Bvery public improvement - naw-
railread the opening of a street, park, etec., & add to if; ag do even
"those public improvements that are in their natura'moral'imprevgments. B
w'"Forrinstance,-'if Tgmmeany Hall were down forever - gome éay it |
Cis but I doubt it -~ dwd that, for the future we were going t6 have
an absolutely pure and honest government of this munieiyallty, what

lwould be the effect? Why, it would enormously éncrease land valueg,

necessarily.
_ DOWN WITE CUSTOM HOUSES.
"And what an enormous improvement would be made by tesring dowm

that custom-house in Wall street, and by selling, or giving away, if

need be, 211 our revenue cutters, snd ellowing everyone who wanted
to bring wealth into New York to bring it here, without let or hin-

drance: How enormecus would be the improvement if we dig away with
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the stupidity of texing a man who has capltal. We should say to him,

“"Come here, and we won t tax you a penny. Land values would go'u@

‘,égéfmousiy. Twelve mllllons an acra would be & small price for 1and'
e?én én_the outskirts.
| "With private improgements it is the same. A.maﬁ buiidé a
4beaut1ﬁu1 house, or, if hs 11ves 1n the cauntry he greatly 1mprovesf ?
his farm. It tends %o the increase of 1and values all around. Iﬂ |
Austin, Tex.i a few years agg; & Yankee SGhool teacher showed by ex~
periment that that soil wasg Well adapted to the gfewing of superler
pearss He got his awn;ragard_in the shape of pearsé to eat or sell;i'f
by the véry faet that he had shown the capabilities of the soil hed
‘sent up the value of the land over a large area from %5.7an acré to

| #50 snd $100.

"Even improvements in the moral gualitiss of the individual tend ©

ﬁpmewhét in the same direction. Whétever tends to make people good

.neighbcrs; to make g certain localitﬁ 8 pleasant or respectable neighs
‘borhood, adds to the value of the land. |

| A PLAN OF FATURE,
"Now, whst means this vest unearned increment that is seereted,
as it Were, iﬁ the advence of ciiilization - a fund that dces not be-
long ‘Yo the individual and cannot be given to him? We may enaef and
énact, in our boards of supgrvisors, legislatures, or congree until
we are black in the face; we cannot contravene the natursl Iaw. The
law of rent is a natural law, a law of God, ths Father Almighty, the

meker of heaven and earth. We cannot contravene it if we try.
’ . #
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"The British Parliament'cut down by law the'renfs‘payabie to
the laﬁdlorQS by the Irish tenants. Whatlhas‘hean the effect? Simply-i
t0 make.théae.ténantsriittlé landlords. Eve:ywhare that the rent ﬁés}
gone down, the honus péyable to a tenant whgfmay transfer his tenancj
to another has gone up. Ybu cammot do away with rent by any-possiblé,.ﬁ
device. | ' '
"This gredt fund means that, in the ﬂatural ecrder of GlVlllZ&thH§

the*e ought to be an advance toward a greater and greater equality
_among mern, for, by a natursl law, the interest of each as s member of
tha whole becomes steadily greater and greater. There is a natural
prOVlSIOn ternding to do awey with those 1rragularities,théb-wé sgs in
the earlier stages -~ a provision'that puts the weak nearer to a level
- with the strong, the stupid nearer on a 1eve1fwith the cunning. There
is a;deep law that we may see running through the tniverse. Nothing
is good or evil in itself., A4All things argfgood Qr'evil according te
the use we mske of them. If we reject this proposition that éhoul&
make the aivamee cf eivillzation toward a greater equelity, we must
turn toward a more and more mons trous inequallty Yetrthatlls Just
what we see to-day all over the eivilizsd world. That is the heart
_df this great problem that men foplishly refer to somebimes as the
-strife betwsen labor aﬁd eapital - that social problem that underlies
21l political problems and all réligious §roblems aé well. |

""This present condition, in which one man must seek work of an-
other, is an utterly wmatursl one. No men has any moral right to ask
any individusl to give work, still less has any nan, or number of wen,

to bind together in order to say, "We will dompel you to give us work

T
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at such and such piicésn‘..smt avery maﬁ,has the natural right to ge
xrto work=himself 0Rn the aﬁéOrtunity'that God the PFather gave for the
} emp1Gymant of his 1abor."' “

EMMA ‘GOLDMAN'S QUERY.

Mr. Gearce ﬁhen announcﬁd hlmself tgady to answer any questlons

"kfbAarlng on the 31ngle tax issue. He gst qulte a number and althaughu?

'_ithe audlence could not take- most of thenm seriously, the speaker treated?
:'ill w1th equal courtesy. o

Mbre than the usual stir was. ereated ty the last. questlanar.k
'She was Emma Gol&man the shouter for anarehy* "If God,™ she ask@d
“gave every man an egual rlght to the land whe ‘has tha right to tax
: man.for the 1and9" ' |
Mr. George renllea that no on had the rights that the SLngle~
""taxems did not propese to tax land, but its 1ncreased increment. He

explalned the point at some 1ength.

Jan3, 1895,



