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I am in. favor and from 1essons first, learnad ln California, y“fﬁ

have long been in faver of government ownershlp of telegranhs and ralli
roads. I traveled four ysars ago through the principal Australlanﬂ |
r@?imcés, where all"telegraphs and reilroads are ownei‘by the state,
paﬁinv partidu&ar’atténtion to this guestion.. I met but oné man who
favoreﬂ prlvate wwnerahlp, ana he obv1ouslv from an interestad motive.;
The paople of thﬂse countriss would no more think of putting telegraphs

and railroads in the hands af prlvate corporatlcns than wa of vlving

the carriage of all letters to Wells, Fargo & Bo. or wf convertlng

ocur public roads inte nrlvate turnpikes. The only d1¢f1cu1ty in gov-

ernment ownership I heard of there related to "political railwajs“ -
that lS, rallways urged by lanad Speculators to ineresse ths value uf
their land. But this difflculty ex1sts whereéever land spseulation is |
permitted, and would be done sway with by . the single tax, as the Anrs- E;
tralians are likely to do” away with it. E
4 democrat in the Jeffersoﬁian sense, I regard every unneeessaryrg

extension of the functions of gavernment &s evil, and evaery intrusien
of government into the proper SPhere of inﬁividual eniterprise as pro-.
vogative of Tyranny, eorruptlon and spoilatlon. But thvse came also,

' and even mors qulckly from leav1ﬂg what are uroPerly gove"nment func-"

' tlons to private enternrlse.‘ And the malntenance of te1evraphs a:a;.;57
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" railroads, the issuance of money, the supplying of éities with water

and gas, eic., are as clearly governmental functions as the carrying
of letters of the maintenance of common roads.

To-spéak of @artieularly the railroed: 1t is necessarlly a mono-

poly, for im 1ﬁ competition can only operate at termlnals, and even

‘t
there is certain untimately to give way o combipation in acecordancs

A

with the ditctum ofvgtgpﬁenson‘iﬁét;"Eailways will compete no longer .

~then they can combine.” Hence private managemsnt of railreads aamnot

7 .
give the good service and cheap rates thet come from private manage-

ment under competition. ‘ﬁmre-im@ortant still, the private management
of rallraads does give opportunity for discriminstion betwean,locallty
and lacallty and citizen and citizenm. I do not have to tell the peo~
ple of my o0ld State how this power ensbles the mansgers of a great
rallroad to cast down and build up; to destroy those who will net yael&-
to their demands and help those who will submit or serve them, to 1avy
blsckmail on towns; to appropriate building sites ang profltable
opportuni ties; to compel merchants to show their bookssand pay illega;;

fines; to take control or compel e shering in other private businasseg}f

from that of express companies and large industrial enterprises o tha¥'

vending of peanuts and peddling of newspapers. The growth of Galifor—;
nia has been checksd. . |
Checked by Reilroad Monopoly.

3an Francisco's movement toward the commercial place her ged-

graphical position entitles her to has been delayed by the repreasive

hand of beer whose coming was haiTed'vitﬁ delight. Pglk about tnn

danger of liverty involved in an assumptlon of the railroads by wovern-

maﬂt‘ What was orlglnally the Central Pacl;lc has 1n$erfered vuth




_m%ﬁﬁ-the—rights_of the citifens as the most arhitzary'governméﬁt
would not haverdared %o. What is true of Califorhia is true of ali
the far Weste;ﬁ St%tes.r If it-is not yet so strikingly truexof the
East it is beéause relatlvely to . thelr ﬁevelopment the rallroad
is newer in the State of the Bast than in the West. The Zast was
comoaratlvely W&ll grown when the rallroaa came in 1Bfaney, the West _j
wes in infaney when the raﬁlread -cams 1sap1ng at once into mature -
orawth and with enormous glfts from the government behind 1it. Thus‘uht
the concentration of :allroad powar is nqt yet as grest in the Hast
as in the'Wesﬁ;.and its oﬁeratioﬁs are perhéps nect so-strikinﬂ but
what is to Be seen in the West is also to be- &een in the East, as
Wlt@esb the dlscrlmlnatlons that have made the tandard 01l and 31m1Q;§
lar trusts, and that enable a8 few men sitting in a Few York office to .-
eonﬁrcl the mining and selling of coal over a great part of the cogn.i;f
try by furnishing or not furnishing transportatien as they nlease.A -
It must be:rememberad moreover, that %he private ownership af

railroads ¢ does not givs that safeguard of 1ntelllgent self-intersst ” £

which attahces even 1o momopalles,mamaged.by their owners, for the s
railroads are not managed by their owners, or in the interest of thei
owners. How meny of the great railroads of the country are to- ~day
in the hands of receivers? The accepted nrlnclple of railroad man&ge§3
m°n§ is not uhe tenefit of the people, nor vet the benefit of the raaiw?
owners, but the enrichment of inside rings,.who at once rob both pé0—= ;
ple and owners. Tglk shbout bonaerﬁinv the interests of widows and "
-orphans and presarv1ng the credlt of the ﬁmerlcan lnvestment' HOW

baVe the lnterests of WldOWS and orphans been coﬂserved aﬂd forelgn

1nvestars wrﬂated 1n the Paclflc roads and 1n bach eastern_r-”'



the Hries and the Reading® In the private ownership of railroa&s'we
do ﬂét—nﬁlly get the benefits of private ownership. ?ractieally_wé

nut:the great avenues @f'trade anﬁ transpartation inte ths han&s

banélt eblefu who gamble and flght for the pr1VLlage of plunder.

;-én& thlS is inevltable until elther the ﬂmrm::':cu':ﬂezn.‘l; takes the railxoad
or. they are concentratea in the ownershlp of that goming multl-hlll-
1onairemho even now may be buylng disputed land tltles like ysung Go
0* ar1v1ng an ox-team like ycung Stanford ~ the comlng-multi bllllon&l_
) who in consgentrating the OWﬁershlp of the rallroads inn one hand w111 ;5
gt the same time conegntrate‘the control of government. e

Dominated by the Ra&lroa&sc

For so truly is the management of rallroads a government func-
tlon that the two csnnot be kept apart. What was said long aga, that %
the government must own the railroads or the railrcads would own thét,f

government, must now be clear even to the politically blind. Since o

1871 the Central Pacific has controlled the government of Galifornié
and with rare exceptionms, suech aslSumﬂer-ahd ﬁ?guire* its federal
‘repreSentatives§ &nd what ﬂmeriean_ﬁtéte,is there in which tée;ﬁai
rogds do not, in all ﬁhey wish, c&ntrol the government and sénd réJ i
presentatlvas to Congress? énd now the comblned rgilroad power, 11nk42
ed with oth beod monapolles as 1t is, beemg to have assumed control of. Af
the natlonal governmant and all its branches.

| Thi& ig zot strangé. A Caesar, & Cromwell, a Napoleon, clothe&ij
with arbitrary power, might curb such levizthans, iut.populaf govern_"%{

ment ean not, unless it takes possession_of them. For though the ,"

"power of the people in popular government is 1rr981stable it caﬁ ﬁﬁ'

:erted on 1arge and clear mea'ures and not ste'ai'y é a an




tails. A compach Speciai interest, by reasen of its intelligence ami -

flexibility, its more certain perception c¢f its needs, its quicker

recognition and elearer memory of its friends and the greater prizes. -

it can offer, is mére than a mateh in the long run, snd in details ' .-

for larger, but vaguer, general interests, having as tc,thempthe
advantage which & stendibg army has over a lasrger mob. It cem not

merely bﬁj able men to opeﬁl& take 1its side, it can buy men %o sssﬁm

the side of the pedple only to bebtrmy it. It is ﬂat‘neceséary-far’mQQﬂ

to illustrate all this to Califcrnians.

To'mﬁstdaf us the‘idéé of government assumption of the ommergf

sbip'cf the railroads, with thei: maéses of employes and gfeét=$éjén

nes, is é%ffirst‘appalling. But the civil service principle ,Wéula
have of necessity to be applied, and I beliove with Tom. L. Hohmson
that the ultimate principle of rallread menagement is that railroéis

should be run without charge and their sxpenses defrayed by the Sinéﬁ

gle tax = on the same principle on whieh-eleyators in large buiiding
are rur. 'ﬂhis at Least‘I think clear: A& small weizht hung %o a'if
'hﬁrSe‘ahna¢k or“tied tnrhis @ailrwill worry aﬂd stqpkan.aﬁimai-ﬁhd
gould carry'comfortably‘a large weightron his back. A4 ship in iid— ;{;
ocean if she were to drop anchor and pay out cable, leaving theﬁ |
merely attached to her, would be relieved by SOme weight, but would )
heZ?eme utterly unmangeable, whereas when her whole wéight'is assume@;i
and they afé made vart of the ship Ey ﬁeing properly stowed on bOani ;i
they do not interfere with her movements. So is the dangerlof GO?;f j
rupting-ghvernmént far greater vwhen peﬁuniary,inﬁefests gre merely

' concerded in it then when they avé absorbed by it.




what ﬁxnerlenee Hasg Demonsﬁrated.

Thls is a lessen,ﬁf experiemce in munlclpallty, state and natl
Prlvately owned waterworks are far more. carruptlve in munlclnal pell
Jtlcs thar munlcipal Watarworks.' The Hew York Central 1S more eorr
‘ tlve than the ﬁrle ﬁanal‘ the Hestern Unlon w1th 1tS passes te publ
'men 1ts 1nfluenee over the press and its money when neaded is {Sr
moere corruptive in the Hation than.the whole pestoff;ce ﬁegartment,
and évén a-misera31é 1ittlegc§llar8'aﬂd'eﬁffs factory or Ghihééé;ﬁénne
borax W@rk&s 1nterestei in the gOVernment threugh the tarlff can.tax
the oeople of tbw hhole inion. The rallraads are not mergly te@pﬁe@

%

to take an,interest 1n‘vovernment they are forced to. The‘Oﬂly:wﬁy

ta serleusly lessen, if not to end, their cerruptlve pewer is ta havi {*

the governmment to ﬁake,them ~and the opportunity to &o se is opened

nay almost foreed upon us, in the Pacifice roads.

The idea of a great natianél road owned By governméﬁiféﬁa frae
the geaplé,is not new to us. The 01a'ngfi0ﬂ#l_rbaa’ hégun ?3 the .
.Fegeral G@vernment before the éailrcaa_gég; Still rHBS;threugh'a;
ﬁumbar of the Bagstern States. It wss this idea of a gréat nétiéﬁéL:
highway thst should link in,cioSer Londs ?he Peo@le of différent ségsg;é
tions that was the exeuse for first %iViﬂg'fhe lend grant to the Iiii |
‘nois Central, and then fhe exéuse for giviﬂg-the eﬂormoﬂs’subéiaieg (

to . the ?aeifié reoads and their ‘branches. But the idea of = natﬁdﬁéii“;:

rﬂad with rails on it was then new. And 80, instead of havmng the'
g (the people, they were built with government contributlons by &?-'
3,kroads bullt Wlth government contrlbutions by anﬁ fo%Avarlous gangs




( will

to get back what was gdvanced, not What was gZiven, the g@vernmeﬂt‘ﬁu

out to another g‘emgx,‘ir and. taklng for themseives all there was in Slgh:

'Oni ha Gallfornia end and it was ﬂardly exceptlanal the corruptlon:

R

in most cases, except that of the Central Pacific, one gang s selling “

‘began at-once. Ehe credlt of ‘the natlon, advauced for the balldlng
of the great national hivhway, was used to hrlhe voters t@,gurahaa@.
.bupervlsorg to SuhSlﬁlze ‘newspapers, to reta;n lawyers with'hnsE  |
noney, to strike down opponerts, snd to get control of all public of-
ficials whose services the gaﬁg ﬁeedea. mven Iinecoln was foolea :Lz;n:t:::fi

cfflelally mov1nﬁ the Slerra Nevada mouutaing down to within a few

miles of the aaeramente River. No one who krows aﬂythlng of the huf"
say that the corruption involved in the direct building of the Paci
ing of the Paeific aaairoad%dat the governuent expense and ‘under 20

erament Offlclalb could hava begun to apprsach the eorru@tlen which -

has come from having them builst by prlvate corporations.
The Common-Sense Gouréb.

HOW‘tﬂe Pacifie roads are bankrupt, unless 1t be the aouthern

whose assests _have been swelled by the guttlnﬂ% of tbe Central énﬂf

take the reads themselves. ébe only alterﬁétige is to virtuwally :
advance again the money due theé %ovefﬁment with radueed interest, andﬁi}
it is cooly ﬁroposed- for BO years more, to the seme kind of managemsnt.

Have we not had enough of such management of nationsgl hlahways? f
The common-sense course is for the hatlonal Gowernment to foreclose eni;
the roads whlch,.&ave ﬁefaulted in their obligations, take theﬁ,im*o

their owm hanﬁs,-aﬂd hu;ld-what link is needed to give the natlon ene -

:_qg@hle track steel highwéyiﬂw@th the annexed telegraph line as am ad_ {i

('jﬁnct to thg>Eegtsﬁffiqe;ﬁe@a?ﬁmgpﬁg *rom Atlantlc 50 Paclfl
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them at a uniform rate of flares and freights, the lowest that would

meet the exneHSes. This ons great natioaal foad would not merely fﬁr;lf
‘nlgh a great obgect leSnan but i% would 1argely end the poallng and

othar comblnatlons of the prlvaﬁely owned roads.,

It lS nald that g double traek perfegiy equlnpeﬁ railroad cou

be bullt and run free batwaem ﬁew York and Phlladelphla at no great
expense than is involved in the bulldlng and maintenaﬁce in gsrvide’
of a blngle one of our recen’y flrst class wer ships, su»n as-the Haw
York or Chiecsgo. Let us sacrlflee all our war ships to the bulldlng
and maintenance of this firgt great natlonal hlvhway. We do not neeﬁ;
the war bhlps any more than we ne&d g stanélng army. Thﬂ real un&{
1y1ng motive in thelr buliding is tﬂe under—lylnr metlve in the maln;
tenance of a standing srmy of ES?QOO-mené and the mass1ng of 1%t in

ready access of'tha great cities - the unguiet fééf of the pa%Seséoré;

of 1ll-gotten wealth, which makesthem desire "strong government "

4 "strong government” iﬁ{that sense has always psoveﬁuthe,death_of free

govermment, We do Hot need the war ships, we do need the grest natiopml

highway.

IAsympathize with tﬁose who would weigh Wall and éarefully any;
thing like such seeming exténsipn of the functions of govérnment_as
is involved in goverﬁment ownership éﬂd'management of railroads. -Bu;
what is the alternative? We cannot escape steamrand‘electriqity and -

tﬁé mighty fcfges they typify. The changes they are branIHg in 1n~:

&astr;altlife:fequireAchaﬁgés in governmental_form. Indeed the man—_§°

agement of railvoads is, now is, a gaverﬁmental'functlan, The real"

" question is, whether this fwiction shall be exercised by governm
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responblhle to the rpeople or by goveﬂnment 1rre&ponolble to the people?

And if we mast extend the province of resgonolhle government 1n one,

dlrectlon we can sxmpllfy it in another. We are creatlng manstnnus

fartuﬂesslnrtha way'fhat.emPerers czars and klngs _have alwaJs crea'

,them - by giving away the power of robbinv 1abor.

Eests A11 the Burden on the Poqr.

Cur system of indirect taxation, 1nvalv;ng, 8s it doea the rab
bery of the tariff and the resting of tha barden of prov1d1ng even'
State and munlclbal texes on the backs of the poor, 1is vastly more
corruptlve of govarnment than the abbumptlan of all necessary momv-
palies dould be. And at the bottom of the slough ef-eerruptlon inte~
which poépular government with as is steadlly falllng, thare is that

'which wrought the ﬂarruptlen that overwhelmed Home ~ qa1r1tary~owne
ship of land”,;’ the. attachlnm to land of the seme full rlght of Gwner.
ship whlch justly end naturally sttaches only to the pra duets of 135

with its consequence, the reduction of the messes to tenantry.

Ebnopoly has grown g0 great anﬁ pcwerful that any hlew at 1t t

Be successful must aim low and btrlke hard. The vital p01nu with ‘
rallroad monopoly is_ that of rallroad owuershlp, but the Vltal POlnt

W1¢h all the linked monopolles~m the point

wi trout whlch we galnﬁh%ll else will not avail - is ‘the ownershlp of 1"
Uh,..n o

land, or rather “to upeak‘w1th precision, fthe ownership of economic
rent.

| All history shows that there is a point in the life of petlons
;heyond Whlch liberty once lost can . never be reﬂalned. There remalns

'_only such order as can be kept by standing armles the’ tyrant:"

, :tator, hloodshed and flnally ﬁes ”uetLog. The day of grace w1th 5 is




passing. I live in a city where :apﬁlican government has clesrly

=.broken down, where an ex;hayor - tﬂe cultured gentleman who savad

Tammany‘ln 1886, and so is coneervatlve authorlty = recently deelared
-~that a larger sum is ealleetea by offlelals a8 blaekmall than the
)whole amount of elty taxes, a clty where some cltlzens starve and

: many cammit sulclde_ ~and theusands of chlldren dle of poverty, aﬂ&
heggar& infest the sbreets thouwh mllllOHS are spent in organlzad
-chgrity,Land where ctﬁer eitizens live im palaces and engay-lnéomes :
greater then that of‘Emrapaan dukeé and princes. Amﬂ ﬁaxa in ths .
stillness of eastern: plnes I read of what has been galng on in my'old

neme, where crige ggunt pOVerty was unkown Q of v1olence ‘of the des~ |

truction of property, and of bloodshed; of the unllhherlng of Gatlzng

- gunsg, and the gléam of federal bayonets on the Sacramente 1evee wherefi

I stood to see the formal lifting of the first sPadeful of earth in

the bulldlng of the transeontinental rallreadg

The traditioms of my childhood, the reaﬂing and refleetiOﬁ of
‘ my mature yesars, make me morae afrald cf uhe preservatlon,of order_amﬁngi
our own aeople by a standlng army than I would he ef any foralgnwlmva
sion. When the republiec really needs a_stanﬁ;ng army to preéserve qrde#ﬁ
améng héxr own citiZens tha'thOughtful have reasom toKfear for the &
républiec.

Monticello, Sullivan County, N.Y., July 27, 1894.




