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Of Time and Space

Time and Space,

I’m told by wise philosophers,

Are relative—

That man must have at least

Two points from which to measure space.
Can this be so07?

And if I know, what matter

That my concept rests on mere relationship?
For this I know:

To me, unlearned, unschooled,

They are the same.

Without the one there cannot be the other.

Do not my muscles know the aches

That come from idleness,

While work is yet undone?

Have I not trudged past fallow field,
Enhungered?

And smelled wild orchards’ rotting fruit,
Forbidden by man’s law

To starving wendering famzhes of men?
Have I not felt the chill of winter
Against my ill-clad bones?

And felt the greater chill when bairn of mine
Wuailed while awake

And whimpered in the night?

Yes! I have measured space

‘And I have measured time—

But one against the other,

And not by gazing at the low-hung stars
To speculate on glories of our God
From where I stood.

Not with my children moaning in the night
Because of biting wind.

Not when the fallow field

And ready pungent orchard

Worked at my senses

With beating wings

To fan my hate.

For well I krew

Had I the Space where I might build,

Where I might sow new seed and grain,

Then I'd have Time

To reap and live,

To sow and reap again.

Then I’d have time

To still the longings of my bairr

And glory in the stars

And speculate

On God. _
—GEORGE B. DRINGMANN
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The Fifth Freedom

* APPARENTLY THIS MAN Kaiser—Henry J.
“Ship-in-Ten-Days” Kaiser, the newspapers are
beginning to call him—is not one of those com-
placent souls who is satisfied with things as they
are.

Engineers used to have certain ways of building
bridges and dams. Along comes Kaiser—no engi-
neer—and shows how to build them bigger, better
and quicker. Result: Boulder Dam, Grand Coulee,
Shasta, San Francisco Bridge and other eye-filiing
wonders. Not long ago a ship in sixty days was
tops in naval construction. Kaiser said he'd do it
in ten—and did!

The famous Four Freedoms have seemed ade-

"guate for most people. But up pops the disconcert-

ing Mr, Kaiser and demands a fifth—Freedom to
Produce~-which shoots the other four pretty well
full of holes. For freedom to produce would put
an end to widespread unemployment and its twin
evil, mass poverty, and thus assure “freedom from
want.” And it would just about guarantee “free-
dom of speech” and “freedom of religion,” for his-
tory shows that these three naturally go together.
Qur political, personal, civil and religious free-
doms spring largely from the primary freedom to
produce and exchange. The modern social order
that superseded feudalism grew out of the revolts
against restrictions to production and trade by
baron, manor court and guild. Wherever fascism
or communism has reared ifs ugly head to seize
control of production, there personal and civil lib-
erties have died. When Mr. Kaiser proposes “free-
dom to produce,” he proposes the freedom from
which 2il other real freedoms are derived.

It would seem that Mr. Kaiser is not only a
builder, he is a thinker and an economist, If he
will go one step further and demonstrate that
he recognizes that the chief denial of freedom to
produce inheres in the iniquitous institution of ab-
solute private ownership in land, and that the
condition is but worse confounded by artifieially
constructed obstacles to trade, the unpredictable
gentleman is likely to get our vote for any public
office he may choose to run for—and that is not
said by way of idle jape and jest. What is more
vrobable, however, is that Mr. Kaiser, like a dis-
tinguished gentleman of an earlier era, will not
“choose to run.” —C. O. STEELE

The Hidden Hand

* SECTION 801 of Revenue Act of 1942 provides
for the renegotiation of war contracts made by
the War Department, the Navy Department, the
Treasury Department and the Maritime Commis-
sion. Whenever, in the opinion of the secretary of
such department (or the chairman of the Maritime
Commission), the profits realized or likely to be
realized from any contract with such department,
or from any subcontract thereunder, may be ex-
cessive, the secretary shall require the contractor
or subcontractor to renegotiate the contract price.

However, the provisions of this section “shall
not apply to any contract or subcontract for the

‘product of a mine, oil or gas well or other mineral

or natural deposit or timber which has not been
processed, refined, or treated beyond the first form
or state suitable for industrial use.” And we furth-
er find in the Act, a clause which authorizes the
secretary of a department in his discretion to ex-
empl from renegotiation agreements for the pur-
chase of real property, leases and license agree-
ments.

The zeal in certain quarters to recover “exces-
sive profits” apparently vanishes when incomes
which arise out of economic rent are to be con-

“sidered.

—JOSEPH JESPERSEN
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Give 'Em a Chance

* IN LATYE DECEMBER the nation was notified
that the rationing of virtually all canned, dried
and frozen foods and vegetables would become
effective in February. In a broadcast deemed of
sufficient importance fo warrant the airways be-
ing cleared of all programs at the popular eight
o’clock hour of a Sunday evening, Claude R. Wick-
. ard, Secretary of Agriculture, speaking as Food
Administrator, explained the need for the drastic
step and warned of future sacrifices on the part of
the American people. According to the newspapers
" the suspension of programs on all stations was
without precedent except in the case of an ad-
dress by the President of the United States.

Public sentiment toward the measure will range
from scornful antagonism, such as was expressed
by Dr. Janet Rankin Aiken against a similar but
far milder proposal in a letter quoted in the Jan-
uary FREEMAN, to enthusiastic approval on the
part of New Deal bureaucrats so enamored of plan-
ning and regimentation, with the State presecrib-
ing everything from haircuts to hangovers, that
they almost welcome the approach of national dis-
aster if it but provide them the opportunity for
putting their cherished plans into operation.

The great body of public opinion no doubt will
- rest somewhere between these extremes. Many
will concede that the vilest dosage may be indi-
cated in the case of virulent attack, but that does
not mean that they will like it or will it blind
them to the fact that the attack could have beeh
averted by intelligent foresight and courageous
action. Nor will they acknowledge the noxious
treatment as anything more than a palliative of
doubtful expediency. _

To men and women of such mind, one para-
graph in Secretary Wickard’s statement will strike
an ominous note. “The nations of the future must
see to it,” the Secretary said, “that their people
have enough of the right kinds of food to eat. We
have made a beginning toward this end. Now it is
time to go further.”

Actually, of course, the nations of the world
must- do nothing of the kind—not, that is, if their
citizens are to lead lives of tolerable satisfaction

in spiritual and material .comforts—because such
satisfactions can come only with a substantial
measure of freedom. And the regimentation and
planned economy implied in Mr. Wickard’s state-
ment are indicative of anything but freedom.

The thing we have to fear in this post-war plan-
ning is an .excess of State power, We must be on
our guard against what the late Justice Cardoza
termed “the erosion of small encroachments.” Sec-
retary Wickard to the contrary notwithstanding,
the one thing the nations of the future do not have
to see to, it may be emphatically repeated, is that
their people have enough of the right kinds of
food to eat. Give the peoples of the world, regard-
less of race, creed, color or nationality, access to
the resources of the earth by taxing land into use;
give them freedom to exchange by breaking down
tariffs and all other restrictions to trade and no
bureaucratic administration in any country need
set for itself the impossible task of telling its peo-
ple what kind of food is the right kind for them,
how much they should have or how they should
get it. '

The people themselves, given the opportunity,
will take care of the getting. They will take care
of it through the free operation of what the So-
cialists contemptuously term “the capitalistic sys-
tem of industry”; through what Max Hirseh, in
Socialism, the Slave State, describes as a “world-
wide, continuous and unconscious cooperation al-
most too vast for the mind of man to grasp.” And
Hirsch adds significantly, “This system, which is
carried on unconsciously and voluntarily, has been
developed unconsciously. No government, no par-
liament, no king has created it, though all of them
have hampered its growth, and still hamper it. It
has grown, is growing, and is daily becoming more
highly evolved by the unconscious action of men
seeking to gratify their desires with the least ex-
ertion, and who in order to do this, have to comply
with the natural laws which direct the actions of
man in the social state.” )

Would that Secretary Wickard might ponder
those words long and earnestly,

—C. O. Srezie
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The'. Business Man—Stabilizer |

In this article HENRY WARE ALLEN of Wich~
ite, Kansas, veteran commentator on matters
social, economic and political, and a frequent
contributor to THE FREEMAN, comes to the de-

fense of the current underdog, known in

happier times as the American business man.
With the felicity of phrase for which he has
long been famous, the sage of Wichita deftly
punctures the myth that, by end large, Mr.
Average Businessman, U.S.A., is anything
other than a pretty good citizen after all.

* There is an evident tendency in certain groups to
place the blame for the economic ills which afffiet
society upen the profit system and consequently upon
that class which is most directly eoncerned with profits,
the business man. An illustration of this is to be found
in “The Country Doector,” wherein the two business men
introduced are both of them men of despicable char-
acter. '

Seeking in the wrong direction for the cause of busi-
ness depressions, the average economist arrives at the
conclusion that the business man must be responsible
for it all. Among politiciang and sucial reformers busi-
hess men are frequently referred to as economic royal-
ists, holders of predatory wealth, princes of privilege,
profiteers, tories and grasping landlords; and still more
pointedly they are penalized by such legiglation as the
National Labor Relations Aect which is notoriously un-
fair to employers. ‘Again, the business man is burdened
with steadily increasing taxation upon what are con-
sidered to be his excessive profils.

A careful investigation of the matter will demon-
strate beyond guestion that this prejudice against busi-
ness men is wholly unjustified and that, on the con-
trary, no group is doing more in support of what is
best in cur daily life than are business men,

It is in order that some of the daily problems which
beset the business man should be considered. In order
to survive the ordeal to which he is subjected, the busi-
ness man must have exceptional qualities for success.
According to the report of Dunn and Bradstreet, Inc.,
there were 11,848 buginess failures in the United States
during the year 1941, and in addition there were thou-
sands of cases not registered where fortunes large and
small were lost In business ventures which proved dis-
astrous. Every Main Street in America is a graveyard
of countless business fatalities, These facts are con-
clusive evidence that the profits of business are not
excessive but are at all times dangerously near fo the
vanishing point, that extreme effort is constantly exerted
in serving the public at lowest possible prices, many
sales being made below actual cost, average profits
constituting an irreducible minimum.

The husiness man has to have the constant coopera-
tion of his banker and this necessarily presuppeses in-
tegrity of character and sound business judgment on his
part. If a retailer, it is essential that he have a good
location and this involves the responsibility for high
rent. In the selection of his employees he must engage
only those who are capable, prepossessing, and well-
dressed. He must, therefore, be prepared to pay good
salaries but within reasonable .limits., He must have
good windows and high-grade furnishings for the dis-
play of his merchandise to salisfy fastidious customers.

The business man must at all times observe the fie-
tion that “The customer is always right.” To please his
customers is his constant endeavor, He usually provides
an expensive free delivery service. He must be dip-
lomatic with his ermployees and with the public. He
must take mémberships in various business, civie, and
social clubs. He must subscribe liberally to charity
drives and see to it that his employees do the same.

The business man must always be prepared with the
weekly payroll whether business has been good or bad,
and regardless of cash receipts. He must at all times. be
ready to deal satisfactorily with labor leaders when de-
mands for concessions or wages above the normal level
are made. He must carry on even when his place of
business is being picketed by strikers. He must contend
suceessfully with social reformers who condemn him
for paying “shamefully low wages.” He must avoid sur-
plus stocks of unseasoniable merchandise and styles that
may go out of fashion.

The business man must pay cash for all purchases in
order to save the digcount which frequently constitutes
his only net profit. He must give liberal eredit to his
customers without interest and must be careful not to
press them too hard for settlemenis. He must be
vigilant in avoiding the giving of credit to those who
will never pay. .

The business man must be prepared to write off a
certain percentage for shoplifting and for non-collect-
able accounts. He must incur heavy expense for many
different kinds of insurance, including governmental
requirements for Social Securily. He must assunie the
expense of collecting and accounting for state sales tax.
He must be ready at all titnes to satisfy government
inspectors that this work is being done correefly. He
must be ever ready to render extra service without com-
pensation and ito pay supplementary taxes to the gov-
ernment, no matter how unreasonable such require-
ments may be. An illustration of this was the Process-
ing Tax a few years ago which compelled merchants to
invoice all goods containing cotton and to pay a heavy
tax on the cotton. This law was afterward declared un-
constitutional, but only a portion of the tax paid was
refunded.

The business man must be prepared to pay the federal
income tax which in effect takes the eream of his earn-
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ings. This tax makes no allowance for those years in
which heavy losses have occurred. In effect the govern~
ment sits across the table from him and says, “Heads I
win, tails you lose.” He must engage certified account-
ants to prepare his income tax reports and if additional
payments are mistakenly demandéd by the government
he must pay the cost of litigation in order to prove
his case. ’

The business man in his daily life is in constant inter-
course on a give-and-take basis with all kinds and
conditions of men, and this gives him a betier concep-
tion of the world he lives in than is possible in the more
solitary life of the scientist in his laboratory, the artist
in his studio, or the teacher in his classroom. These
are all of a class which has necessarily but slight
knowledge or understanding of the business world, iis
mechanism and its problems, And it is precisely for this

‘reason that this more isolated class is prone to accept

go easily the theories of the parlor socialist and con-
sequent disapproval of “capitalism,” the profit system
and its exponent, the business man.

The business men of America constitute the most vital
and important factor in our social structure. It is the
class which, more than any other, supports the churches,
the libraries, art museurs, universities, hospitals, and
other institutions of a higher civilization which are
not provided for by faxation.

The business man wants no special favors. He likes

his work and is true to the principle of “live and lel

live” but he is entitled to-appreciation for his serviees

to the community and freedom from ill-founded criti-

cism. If by exceptional genius a Ford, a Woolworth, a
Wanamaker or a Rosenwald shall have, in free competi-
tion, amassed a fortune of many millions of dollars this
has been incidental to unusual service provided fo
others and should not in any degree be regarded as
unearned profits. The business man creates wealth, he
does not take it from others. The wealth of a nation is
not & fixed guantity, like a box of poker chips, but is
instead the limitless product of industry. A man like
Henry Ford may add billions of dollars to the wealth of
the naticn and millions of dollars to his personal estate
without taking a single penny away from anyone else.
And the field is open under free competition for all
others to do the same.

Those who condemnn the profit systemn and who there-
fore favor State Sociglism would by a single sfroke
abolish all of the responsibilities of the business man.
Under State Socialism the incentive for personal effi-
ciency and economy would be gone, there would be no
apparent losses, all deficiencies would be made good by
additional appropriations of public money. The cost of
all merchandise would, of course, necessarily mount, but
the socialist government would generously increase all
salaries and wages accordingly. This is well illustrated
in nearly every governmental business enterprise.

The vitally important fact to be kept in mind is that
the business man is at present serving the public to iis
very best advantage. When a wholesaler, manufacturer,
or retailer determines the price to be placed on his
product, he consciously or unconsciously takes into

-«

account the fact that all of his competitors are doing the
game thing and that he must therefore place upon his
merchandise the lowest possible price which will pay
him a reasonable profit. If his price is too low, this will
invite bankruptey; if too high, his sales will fall off and
insolvency will then be quite’as inevitable. Furthermore,
under free competition, when any business man is for
any special reason making unusually good profits this
quickly becomes known and attracts others into the
same line, thus bringing down those profits to a hormal
level. "

As a result of this governing influence of competition,
the -successful business man as a rule has a profit at the
end of the year which is no more than the equivalent
of a normal salary, nothing more than a fair refurn
for his services. Another controlling influence in busi-
ness which protects the purchaser is the rule that
honesty is the best policy. If a merchant misrepresents
his product, if he charges excessive prices, if he gives
light weights or in any other way tries to deceive the
publie, this invariably becomes known and sooner or
later causes the.downfall of the man who is foolish-
enough te experiment in this way. An active experience
of sixty-five years in the business world leads to ihe
conclusion that ninety-eight per cent of business men
want to do the right thing and are constant in thai
endeavor in their daily transactions. Recently the presi-
dent of a large wholesale house stated that this ratio
should be more correcily stated as 99 per cent. It is
to the interest of all concerned that the business iman
should no longer be regarded as gefting more than
his share of the national wealth but that on the con-
trary he should be accorded full credit for his invalu-
able services to society. The right procedure is to re-
move so far as possible all of the unnecesgary burdens
which now fall upon business and industry in order to
Iiberate prosperity in accordance with the democracy
of Thomas Jefferson and the perfected democracy of
Henry George.

_ Trade is not invasion. It does not involve
aggression on one side and resistance on the
other, but mutual consent and gratification.
There cannot be a trade unless the parties to
it agree, any more than there can be a quarrel
unless the parties to it differ. England, we
say, forced trade with the outside world upon
China, and the United States upon Japan.
But, in both cases, what was done was not to
force the people to trade, but to force their
governments to let them. If the people had
not wanted to trade, the opening of the ports
would have been useless. . . . It is protection
that requires force, for it consists in prevent-
ing people from doing what they want to do.

HeNRY GEORGE
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When the Lights Go on Again

In keeping with the recently ingugurated
policy of prefacing each FREEMAN article with
a few words about the author and a hint or
two as to what the thing is all about, it now
falls to the present writer, C. O. STEELE, to
say that the subjoined composition is nothing
more nor less than some random thoughts
on a somewhat rambling speech by a certain
scholarly gentleman now much in the public
eye.

The author came to THE F'REEMAN as editor
a year ago, after ten years on the editorial
staff of Standard Statistics. His earlier back-
ground includes twelve years in Wall Street,
and overseas service in the first World Wer.
He is a member of the faculty of the Henry
George School of Social Science and o lec-
turer on economics and soctology. He is mar-
ried and makes his home in Forest Hills, N. Y,

¥ IN his Woodrow Wilson anniversary address deliver-
ed in Washington the night of December 29, Vice Presi-
dent Wallace ranged from lofty idealism to pernicious
economit nonsense. From such warming sentiments as
“Yet even while warfare rages on and we of the United
Nations are doubling our great drive for victory, there
is dawning the hope of that day of peace, however
distant, when the lights will go on again all over the
world,” to the prize asininity, “The ‘new freedomy’ for

which Woodrow Wilson fought was the forerunner of

the Roogevelt ‘New Deal’ of 1933,” the speaker regaled
his listeners with fact, fiction, fancy and emotion-stirring
sentiment, mixed with a dash of unblushing political
buncombe.

It was Woodrow Wilson who said, “The history of hu-
man freedom is theé history of the Hmitation, not the
enlargement of governmental power.” It was the pro-
genitor of the New Deal who said, for the first time in
American history, “The State owes its citizens a liv-
ing” If there is any affinity between those two pro-
nunciamentoes it is more than this keen and discerning
eve can perceive. The first reflects the sage counsel of
Thomas Jefferson, who held that the least governed
state is the best governed state; of Herbert Spencer,
who wrote in 1850, “Be it or be it not true that Man is
shapen in inigquity and conceived in sin, i is ungues-
tionably true that Government is begotten of aggres-
sion, and by aggredsion.” It is the forerunner of the
shrewd observation of Jose Ortega y Gasset, who,
writing of the accretion of State power in 1922, said:
“This is the gravest danger that today threatens civiliza-
tion: State mter&entmn the absorption of all spon-
taneous social efi’orl by the State; that is to say, of

spontaneous historical action, which in the long run
sustains, nourishes and impels human destinies.” It is
a fitting prelude to the Henry L. Mencken statement of
1926 to this effect:

“It (the Stiaie) has taken on a vast mass of new
duties and responsibilities; it has spread out its powers
until they penetrate to every act of the citizen, how-
ever secret; it has begun to throw around its operations
the high dignity and impeccability of a State religion;
its agents become a separate and superior caste, with
authority to bind and loose, and their thumbs in every
pot. But it still remaing, as it was in the beginning, the
common enemy of all well-disposed, industrious and -
decent men.” ' 7

To say that Woodrow Wilson’s “new freedom” and
the current economic philosophy known as the New
Deal have anything in common is like saying that a
horse chestnut and a chestnut horse are one and the
same. If Vice President Wallace, born and reared in
the old school Republican party tradition, the son of
a father who, as Secretary of Agriculture and a suc-
cessful politician and country editor, was opposed to
practically everything that Woodrow Wilson stood for,
holds that the two schools of thought are even remotely :
similar, he is either less intelligent than one would sup- -
pose or less honest than one would like to think.

When Mr. Wallace, speaking of the machinery that
must be set up to cope with post-war conditions, says
that “the aim would be the maximum of home rule
that can be maintained along with the minimum of
centralized aiithority that must come into existence to
give the necessary protection,” we are ready to rise
and cheer. In many ways Shanghai is nearer New York
today than was San Francisco but a generation ago. To
say that we can hold ourselves aloof in s¢ small a world
as this has now come to be, that we can refuse to play
our part, to assume our responsibilities in the making
of the peace, that we must again turn to the old isola-
tionism that doomed the World War I settlement to
failure and undermined the League of Nations, would be
to proclaim ourselves a nation of incorrigible nitwits
who had never learned anything and never would. But
when the Vice President goes on in the next breath
to say, “We must recognize, for example, that it is per-
fectly justifiable for a debtor, pioneer nation to build
up its industries behind a protective tariff,” we slump
in despair at such an exhibition of economic literacy

-in high places; and the added statement that “a creditor

nation can be justified in high tariff policies only from
the standpoint of making itself secure in case of war,”
does nothing to alleviate the mortification.

Practically every nation on earth is in debt to the
United States. Does that unpleasant fact justify the

erecting of tariff barriers by each to keep out Amencan‘_ -

products? If the Vice President is correct in his reason-
ing, it does. This country in turn wants to feel that it
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would be secure in case of war. Does that mean then
that to atiain that security we must raise an unsur-
mountable tariff wall to shut us off from the other na-
tions of the world? Mr. Wallace’s reasoning permits of
no c¢ther conclusion. ,

'This is not ‘the time to give the Vice President of the
United States' a lesson in fundamental economics but
some one should explain to the disfinguished gentleman
that the only “secure” man is the fellow who is in
jail, that the only truly self-contained community is a
cemetery. He need but locok to the history of his own
couniry to find a complete refulation of his belief that a
pioneer nation heeds tariff protection in order to de-
velop its infant industries. Industrial Ameriea had its
edrliest development along the eastern seaboard. The
output of manufactured goods In wide wvariety had
reached substantial proportions in the coast seiflements
while terri{ory but a few hundred miles to the west was
still virgin forest. That territory would be virgin forest
today if its industrial development had depended on a
tariff wall for protection against the well-established
industries of the East. .

Pittsburgh, center of the nation’s gigantic steel in-

dustry, source of electrical goods and equipment in
common use in every civilized country on the globe,
would be merely a good hunting ground or, at best,
a. community of farms. The pottery and tires of Ohio,
Detroil’s vast automotive industry, the extensive manu-
facturing activities of the Pacific Coast, fabulous Holly~
wood—all would be lost, not in the limbo of long-for-
gotten things but in the mystical Never-Never Land, if
their development could have been accomplished only
behind a tarifi wall which would have shut out the
competition of the manufacturers of New York and
New England. For, as Mr. Wallace must know, there
were no {ariffs beiween states of the Union in those
days. -
Even more preposterous is the inference that a nation
can make itself secure by high tariff policies in case of
war. The peril through which this country hag been
fighting its difficult way for more than a year is great-
ly intensified by the fact that we admitted too little
from abroad, rather than too much, in the years preced-
ing our entrance into the war. What would we not give
today for adequate supplies of such vitally-needed raw
materials ag rubber and fin from Malaya, manganese
from Russia, India, Brazil, or wherever else it could be
obtained if only we had the ships and could bring it to
our own shores in safety? Our own manganese industry
ig still in the “infant” stage, producing less than ten
per cent of our needs notwithstanding that it has long
been ‘“protected” by an import duty of nearly ninety
per-cent. . * . .. . )

~The United States is probably more nearly self-suffi-
cient' than any -other nation on earth yet a statement
fronf the War Department shows that during the First
World War we were forced to look to other couniries for
no less than thirty commodities that were highly essen-
tial to the war effort. In normal times the gteel indus-
try: -alone -regularly imports some forty needed com-
modities from fifty-seven countries. As to the effect of

self-sufficiency on our national well-being, did this
country’s ouistanding position in that respect give us
prosperity through the nightmare of the Thirties?

Shutting out foreign goods in order to make ourselves
secure in case of war would defeat its purpose by the
dual method of lowering our capacity 1o wage war and
at the same time making the occurrence of war more
probable. In normal times many of the items going into
our daily requirements in food, clothing and shelier
come from abroad. For these, no doubt, or for mosi of
them, we could in time find reasonably satisfaciory
substitutes, but a substitute is always inferior; other-
wise it would not be a substifute. Our standard of liv-
ing would quickly decline. Few will! contend that a
lowered living standard would make for a higher ealibre
of fighting men. Qur civilian population is today sub-
mitting to an increagingly strict program of rationing
only because of the belief that our armed forces must
have nothing less than the best in food, clothing and
shelter,

By the same token the quality of our fighting equip-
ment-—ships, guns, tanks, all the vast paraphernalia of
large-scale slaughter—would quickly deteriorate. You
don’t make first-class implements of war out of second-
class materials.  Our merchant marine would largely
disappear from the seven seas. Old-time tariff advocates
to the contrary notwithstanding, you can’t make trade
a one-way street. You can’t sell abroad without buying
there. Ships would lie idle. Shipbuilding—not only be-
cause of the lack of need for ships but also because of
the poorer materials and higher ecosts resulting from
high tariffs—would become something of a lost art. And
yet naval men the world over are agreed that the build-
ing up in peace-time of & huge merchant marine iz 2
vitally important part of preparedness for war.

Since our refusal to buy foreign goods would make
it impossible for foreign nations to buy anything from
us—unless we repeated the incredible folly of lending
them the money with which to pay for what we sold
them, as we did in the Twenties—friction between those
nations and ourselves would immediately arise. For,
however stupid we might be in the circumstances, if is
most unlikely that they would regard with complacency
our efforts to bar them from the many raw materisis
and manufactured articles in which this country exesis.
One of the few demands of the Axis countries which had
any real justification was that they must have accsss
to the raw materials of the earth, wherever located. And
we have only to go back to the Smoot-Hawley biil in
1930 for evidence of the repercussions which invariably
follow the enactment of a high tariff measure.

During the making of that piece of legislation, tweniy -
six nations protested officially against its contemplaied

In a free society the State does not admin-

ister the affairs of men. It administers justics

among men, who conduct their own affairs.
WarTER LiprMaNy {(“The Good Society”)
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rates. After its passage more than a thousand American
economists urged President Hoover not to sign the bill,
Following ifs enactment no less than fifty nations took
action against the United States by ralsing their tariffs,
or establishing quotas, special import duties or em-
bargoes. It might he added that world trade fell from
$68,000,000,000 to $23,000,060,000 a year, and that the un-
precedented unemployment of the Thirties was largely
a result of this drop. In 1929 United States exports pro-
vided a livelihood for 2,585,000 families; in 1932 the
number had dropped to 267,620. The strain that would
be put upon international relations by the aittempi on
the part of any one nation fo make itself self-suffieient
through the instrumentality of tariffs can easily be
imagined. Developments would be conducive to any-
thing but peace.

Mr. Wallace speaks of this cou:ntry having given away
b11110ns of dollars of stuff to foreign nations in the
decade of the Twenties because prevailing high tariff
laws prevented our taking their goods in exchange, and
g0 we took bonds of doubtful value, and he deplores
“high-tariff, penny-pinching, isolationist policies which
hide under the cloak of 100 per cent Amerieanism ™ All
of which makes it but the more difficult to understand
his views on tariffs for the protection of pioneer na-
tions and to make a nation secure in case of war.

‘When the Vice President says- that we, or the United
Nations, must supervise public education in the van-
quished nations afier the war has been won, he is com-

ing pretty close to the policy which has been followed
by the dictators themselves in the Axis ceuntiries. The
Germans, Japs and Italians, adults as well as school
children, have long ‘been told not only 'what they may
say and read but even what they must think, and woe
betide the unlucky individual who is so much as sus-
pected of stepping over the lines. To most of us who
like to.boast of our four:freedoms—irecedom of speech;
freedom of assembly, freedom of religion and: freedom
of the press—the position will seem distinetly un-
American. It was bad enough to have the dictators-tell
their own people what to think; that we should take
over the job is unthinkable.

It is possible, of course; that Mr. Wallace had no such
thought in mind; his statement, unfortunately, is not
so clear as could be wished. The following is what he
did say:

“The United States must back up m]lltary disarm-
ament with psychological disarmament—supervisioni or
at least inspection of the school systems of Germany and
Japan, to undo, so far as possible, the diabolieal work
of Hitler and the Japanese war lords in:poisoning the
minds of the young.”

A careful perusal of the somewhat lengthy speech
leaves the reader with the clear conviction that the
Vice President is a statesman of the highest ideals and
a gentleman of the old school.

Now if he could only be brushed up a little on his.
economics. ., . .

The Lion Has Velvet Paws

Social Insurance and Allied Services, ¢ re-
port by Sir William Beveridge, English econ-
omist, to the British government, has just
been published in this country, and has been
the subject of acclaim and etfteck in news-
papers and magazines throughout the nation.
In the following article, Margaret Harkins
assistant editor of Tur FREEMAN, discusses
certain phases of the plan in their relation to
global economy in the post-war world.

* There is a signpost for this century of ours—a direc-
tion-marker bearing the label, Social Inmsurance—and
it points the way straight to the center of humanity’s
great dream of a new and better social order in a post-
war world. Millions of pilgrims, footsore and weary,
have already streamed past this signpost, paused to get
their bearings, and then rushed forward in the cer-
tainty that here at last was the way and the truth open-
ing before them in splendid promise. And now, dra-
matically, out of the gloom of England’s dark hour, the
figure of Sir Willilam Beveridge emerges; he gives voice
to the stifling fears of his countrymen; he knows their

great anxiety about the nature of the peace that will
follow a victorious war; he is an economist and he
speaks words of economic comfort about such practical
concerns of post-war life as food and shelier; he goes
further—even fo the practical concerns of death, and
advocates state-paid funerals for all. And his price? his
method? National social insurance—madé possible by
a system. of weekly purchases of insurance stamps.

A nation’s strength, at any peint in its history, is but
the reflection of its prevailing social philosophy. In
the early days of empire-building England’s founders
chose the lion, king of the jungle, as a symbol of the
power of their State. Round the world and back again
was heard the roar of the mighty beast, accompanied by
slash of fang and claw. Today the lion still reigng
symbolically as before. But he has changed. He has
grown older, wiser, even fatherly in his wewpomt Now
he stalks softly on velvet paws.

The faming of the lion was bound to come about, of
course. In modern sireamlined civilization there is no .
Place for the fang and the claw, however brutal present
substitutes may seem. But unfortunately, a tamed lion
is usually a caged lion, a sorry-looking beast that &
jungle brother would hesitate to acknowledge before
strangers, Something happens:to his spirit and his heart;
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the light in his eyes goes dim, and his once-sleek coat
seerns in need of a mothproofing treatment. As the tide
of old age creeps slowly over him he longs for rest and
comfort, and he hopes that the noisy, demanding throng
outside will go its way in peace and.quiet too. He sleeps;
he dreams. Under the bewitching spell he sees it all
guite clearly—what he needs, what all the world needs,
is a good all-in scheme of social insurance,—perhaps
something with a touch of magic in it to ward off the
evil eye.

And what of the other dream? humanity’s dream?
The human mind has a way of escaping from cages, of
ignoring obstacles such as bars. So even while living
within the Stafe which if has created, even while strug-
gling to rid itself of the problems if has invited, another
part of it has triumphanily soared to that high moun~
tain-top of conscious achievement, and like Nehemiah
of old, refuses to turn back: “I am doing a great work
so that I cannot come down; why should the work
cease, whilst I leave it and come dovm to you?” Why
indeed? when that great work is one of freedom.

Thus, since the State is but a reflection of the mass-
consciousness existing within its borders, it is apparent
that State economy must of necessity be representative
of a common denominator of intellectual and spiritual
achievement of its citizens. There will be lower levels

and higher ones reached by certain individuals, but the’

State will always reflect the desires of the majority.
Herein lies the great danger of regimentation, of social
planning based on rules that are bound to interfere with
the freedom of the individual. So long as the people keep
the reins of power in their own hands, so long as they
retain a vital, creative interest in the State, they can
attain to any degree of freedom of which they are capa-
ble. But the moment they slump into inertia their crea-
tive activities deteriorate into a simple vegetative pro-
cess, their force of vital energy passes over into the
State, and they find themselves without dominion, liv-
ing in the shadow of a monster which was once their
friend. :

During the years since World War I this vegetative
process has been spreading at a rapid pace. In one na-
tion after another individuals bave renounced personal
responsibility in favor of State control. This has mani-

fested itself in many forms, under different names, and

in varying degrees, according to the temper of the
people involved. But regardless of the name, this global
attack of mental and moral lethargy, for such it seems
to be, is apparently running its course and the close of
World War II should mark its end. As Sir William writes
in his report, “Now, when the war is abolishing land-
marks of every kind, is the opportunity for using ex-
perience in a clear field. A revolutionary moment in the
world’s history is a fime for revolutions, not for
patching.”

Despite his own words Sir William apparently dis~
believes himself, for he goes to work with a will, and
in a iotal of 299 pages, he patches vigorously. He pro-
poses the establishment of a compulsory savings plan,
a form of state insurance covering every man, woman
and child in England, from the cradle to the grave,

against almost all forms of personal want or insecurity.
The scheme provides for old age pensions, and for
benefits to meet many other needs, including maternity,
widowhood, guardianship of children, funeral expenses,
sickness and accident, and training for new occupations.
The major benefit, of course, has to do with unemploy-
ment, but, Sir William hastens to explain, “one can-
not. very well insure a person who has no employer—
a shopkeeper or a farmer—against unemployment, or
insure a person who does not earn by his work against
losing earnings when he i3 sick. But for the things
which everyone needs—-pensions in old age, medical
treatment, funeral expenses—everybody will be in-
sured.” He adds that such unemployment benefits as
are distributed “will not be sufficient to bring prosperity,
nor can the scheme solve cyclical unemployment, but
it might cuyshion the rigors of depressions.”

This, then, is the “patch” which the British govern-
ment is being asked to apply for the benefit of its peo-
ple in 1945, when, after years of blood, sweat, tears,
and war-winning, it is assumed they will be able to
return to a normal peacetime existence. That there is
little prospect that the scheme will be adopted by the
present predominantly Conservative Parliament is the
consensus of news reports reaching this country. How~
ever, it is generally agreed that it is the longest step
Great Britain has ever been asked to take in the direc-
tion of economic reform, and while it may be doomed
it will no doubt form the basis for the post-war political
struggle in England where the people, even while fight-
ing, are dreaming their dreams of a new kind of freedom.
And it is becoming increasingly apparent thai many
of the dreamers have discovered that leaders, in in-
stituting reforms, are often inspired by a profound
distrust of the “little people” whom they propose to
benefit. .

Sir William explaing that he undertook the prepara-
tion of the report in order to suggest a method for the
elimination of five giant evils: want, disease, ignorance,
squalor and idleness. “Of the five tasks,” he adds, “the
first three raise no major political issue. They can be
dealt with by agreement. The last two, squalor and
idleness, may raise political issues as to ownerghip and
the use of land, as to the place of private enterprise and
the profit motive in the direction of industry and as
to the function of the state.” In another interview, Sir
William speaks of the Atlantic Charter and its aims of
secyring for all, improved labor standards, economic.
advances, and social security. “My plan,” he explains,.
“ig to turh the words, social security, from words into
deeds.” . i

This mention of the Atlantic Charter introduces a
note of internationalism into the proposal. Immediately
the guestion arises: How far can the post-war State
go in planning for all-in social security for its own
citizens? Not far, to be sure, if the new peace is to bring
a better world order in its wake. For social security,
in the real meaning of the term, must be based, not
on an insurance scheme, but on a sound economic order,
global in scope. And a sound economic order can be
based on only one factor--men's equal right of access
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Calling Gunga Din

This interesting little story of how American
Doughboys are making progress in the art of
gratifying their desires with the least exer-
tion, however mew and strange their sur-
roundings, is reprinted, by permission of the
Editors, from The Beam, a publication issued
in the interest of the personnel of the Army
Air Forces Basic Training Center No. 7,
Atlantic City, N. J.

The article is presented to FREEMAN readers
not only for its news value but because of
the social significance of the picture revealed
by the glimpse at e tiny segment of life
among the teeming millions of Mother India,
that strange land, now more than ever seeth-
ing with unrest, and torn by the conflicting
aspirgtions of the various sects making up
its long-exploited masses.

The author is Pfc. Thomas Sheehy.

* AMERICAN DOUGHBOYS in India and Africa are
reported to be discovering ways and means of making
life easier which British Tommies have known about
for some time. :

In India, especially, the Englishk soldier has led a
unigue military existence. Available to Tommies are
the services of native bearers, or batmen, whose sole

duties are to look out for the welfare of their masters.

Even before the Indian equivalent of reveille awakens
the Tommy for his day’s duties, his batman is at work
to make him presentable. The bearer shaves his master
in bed with as little disturbance as possible, later re-
turns with a morning cup of tea, then helps the soldier
dress and equip himgself for the day’s work.

Finally after the Tommy has gone about his duties,
the batman shines extra shoes, polishes buttons, presses
uniforms and delivers soiled clothing to the “Dhobi
Walla,” the post laundryman. Hiz masier’s every de-
sire is taken care of; and for all this service the native
receives the princely salary of eight annas, or roughly
16c, per day.

Meager as these wages may sound, they are as close-
ly regulated as those of the members of any American
union. An example of how the Indian guards his living
standards was noted in a large camp recently. The camp
received a big contingent of replacements. The second
week that they were there the food became so bad that it
was inedible, Complaint mounted on complaint but the
apparent cause was not reached. Finally the old-timers
on the post explained that this was the native cooks’
way of protesting the fact that the new {roops were
paying their men 12 annas a day. And sure enough,
as soon as the men cut their servants in pay, the meals
became as delicicus as anything that has ever caressed
a ravenous soldier's palate.

But even with all this attention, the Tommy still has
no picnic. In some regions the heat is so great through-
out the day that the- troops are forced to rise and drill
from 3 to 6 am. The sun, if they were exposed io it
constantly, would drive them to madness.

: )
to the earth, the source of all production. When peace
comes it is hoped that all Allied peoples will face the
fact that there is no form of insurance that will com-
pensate for economie ignorance, and that this will
give them courage to insist upon something better than
the dole, a word that is bitter even when disguised by a
synonym, And it is hoped that they will know and
understand that their welfare is tied up with that of the
coolies of China, the untouchables of India, and even
with the nazified hordes of Germany. This, then, iz a
vital hour-—one in which every individual, within con-
guered nations and outside conquered nafions, should
establish within himself a true mental concept of the
word, freedom. Freedom of thought, even in the mind
of a slave, is one form of insurance that will start pay-
ing dividends immediately.

This is not the time for the people of England, or of
any other nation, slave or free, to be talking over plans
for enjoying old age, poor health, or a last journey of
pomp and cererpony to the local cemetery. For if war
is death, peace is life, and life in abundance. Let us not

delude ourselves into thinking that peace will settle
for lesser compensations. We have tried to cheat peace
before—remember?

Let us beware of the lion with velvet paws! He has
long since forgotten his days of winning strength and
vitality, when he was free and life was running swiftly
in his veins! This is the hour of individual responsibility.
The State cannot and will not be a social parent, how-
ever desirable such protection may seem in a time of
weariness and danger, For the State, cut off from the
vital, ereative forces of its citizens, becomes but a routin-
ized automaton. The caged lion has only to sleep and
dream. Nice, paternalistic dreams in which he arranges
everything comfy for the nice people outside. All they
need do is work for him and he will take all the re-
sponsibility, insofar as his cage permits, even to saving
their money for them and paying them when they can’t

“work, That is, unless they happen to be shopkeepers

or farmers, in which case—well, a lion, especially an old,
slightly motheaten lion, can’t be expecied to think of
everything! ’
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A Vindication of George

From Auckland, New Zealand—a country

that does not seem so Vfa'r away from us
now as it used to—comes JUSTICE P. J.
O’REGAN'S “A Vindication of George.” His
Honor was inspired to write it by Father
Fichter’s article in our February, 1941, num-
ber on “The Revival of Georgism.” Justice
O’Regan is a native of New Zealand of Irish
stock, a member of the New Zealand Bar and
sole Judge of the Compensation Court, a tri-
bunal with exclusive jurisdiction in cases of
accident arising under the Workers’ Compen-
sation Act. Widely read and an eloquent
speaker, he is in much demend as a lecturer
throughout his native land. { The article, in-
cluding the editorigl foreword, above, is re-
printed by permission from the December
issue of The Catholic World.

. ¥ I WAS WELL-PLEASED with Father Fichter’s ar-
ticle, “The Revival of Georgism,” which appeared in
The Catholic World of February, 1941. Henry George
has been rnisrepresented badly, and I regret to say that
Catholic publicists must be reckoned among the frans-
gressors. Yet his teachings are so clear and convincing
that, as Father Fichter puts it, “even the man in the
street can learn the simple scheme so well that he can
teach it to others.” Herein lies one of the reasons -why

“the Prophet of San Franciseo” has so many exponents -

among the generality of mankind, and herein probably
also i the explanation why the learned economists who
fill chairs in the seats of learning affect to ignore him.
That political economy is the simplest of the sciences is
a proposition untenable among those who are wont {o
invest it with that nebula of mystery which seems to
enhance the importance of #s expositors!

One set of critics brackets George with the Socialists.
Every follower of his, however, will say with Mr. Cho-
dorov, “Actually we are the greatest individualists in
the world.” With the Stoics of old we say that every
man is committed primarily to his own care. We main-
tain further, however, that every man has a mnatural
right to equality of opportunity to enable him fo carry
out his task. That we maintain the doctrine of natural
rights in itself suffices surely to say that we are not
Socialists.

The Socialist has no patience with what he calls “the
capitalistic system,” and so he desires to sweep it away
utterly. He gives us no definite scheme whereby we
are to attain that end, but there are Socialists who do
not shrink from revolution, and they tell the workers

that they have “a world to gain and nothing to lose but
their chains.” The Marxes and the Gronilunds scout the
idea of natural rights. They are avowed materialists in
whose view the Siate is absolute, and so they have no
real conception of liberty. I remember that Gronltund,
sometimes called the Marx of America, in the Co-opera-
tive Commonwealth, quotes approvingly Hegel's dictum
that it is only in virtue of his being a member of a well-
organized State that the individual has any rights at all?
Accordingly the Socialist would place everything under
the control of the State. He calls his ideal the “classless
Staie.” It never occurs to him thai such a social mon-
sirosity would govern through an inguisitorial bureau-
crzey, the members of which would be the worst of
tyranis.

In the denial of natural rights the Socialists are in
agresment with our scientists who proclaim pontifically
“tha struggle for existence.” Long ago that pretentious
impostor, Malthus, explained the paradox of poverty in
the midst of plenty by the theory that population is con-
stanily pressing beyond the means of subsistence, and
then came Darwin to tell us that his docirine of the
siruggle for existence was that of Malthus applied to
the whole animal and vegetable kingdoms! Lef us see
how George, in his matchless refutation of Malthus—Dr.
Halliday Sutherland ealls it “a masterpiece of the lan-
suage”—states the issue:

“Iere is the difference between the animal and the
man. Both the jayhawk and the man eat chickens, but
the more jayhawks the fewer chickens, while the more
men the more chickens. Both the seal and the man eat
sabmon, but when a seal eats a salmon there is a salmon
the less, and were seals to increase past a certain point
salmon mugt diminish; while by placing the spawn of
the salmon under favorable conditions man can so in-
creage the number of salmon as to more than make up
for all he may take, and thus, no matter how much
men may increage, their increase need never oufrun the
supply of salmon,
~ “In short, while all through the vegetable and animal
kingdoms the limit of subsgisience is independent of the
things subsisted, with man the limit of subsistence is,
within the final limits of earth, air, water and sunshine,.
dependent upon man himself. And, this being the cage,"
the =smalogy which it is sought to draw between the’
lower forms of life and man manifestly fajls.”

Thus George throws down the gauntlet to the Dar-
winians. He never employs demagogic platitudes. Such
phrases as “the capitalistic system,” “the capitalistic
means of production,” “the master class,” etc., never
mar his regal composition. On the contrary he realizes,
as Adam Smith does, that there ig a natural order in
human society, that natural laws are infinitely wise
and beneficient, and that the ills afflicting us are due
solely to men’s failure t{o conform fo them. In other
words, though there is clearly something amiss, there is
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more to admire in human society, even as it exists, and
so what is required to correct it is not revolution, but
reform, The marvelous fact about human society is
that it exists without any man taking thought, and its
mystericus and unfailing efficacy arises from the spe-
cialization of function incidental to the division of labor.
To illustrate: I am writing this article in the Supreme
Court Buildings at Auckland, New Zealand. I shall
presently enclose it in a frail envelope and write there-
on the address, really my instructions to the many
people whose duty it will be in the course of its transit
to obey. In due course it will reach the Editor of The
Catholic World. The liner in which, with thousands of
other letters, it will be conveyed across the ocean is
manned by people I can never know. Yet they will do
their work as thoroughly as though I had specially em-~
ployed them! To enable me to read the newspaper thig
morning, men have been at work throughout the world
while I slept, some gathering news and committing it
to writing; some i{ransmitting messages, others at this
end of a eable thousands of miles long receiving them;
some casting type throughout the night, and everyone
whose labor contributed to the production of that news-
paper—the correspondent at the war front, the fele-
graph operator at the other side of the world, the men
who mined the metal out of which the type was made,
the men who ran careful eyves over the proofs, the maid
who pushed the paper under my bedroom door—have
all been co-operating to enable me to read the news!
Words cannot describe the tenderness with which the
mother rocks the cradle to induce her babe to sleep, but
the engine-driver of a railway train or the man who
steers an ocean liner is not less careful about the pas-
sengers who eat, sleep and live their lives on board,
though he knows them not! As George putis it in the
first Chapter of Progress and Poverty:

“Keeping these principles in view we see that the
draughisman, who, shut up in some dingy office on the
hanks. of the Thames, is drawing the plans for a great
marine engine, is in reality devoting his labor to the
production of bread and meat as truly as though he were
garnering the grain in California or swinging a lariai
on a La Plata pampa: that he is as truly making his
own clothing as though he were shearing sheep in Aus-
tralia or weaving cloth in Paisley, and just ag effectually
producing the claret he drinks at dinner as though he
gathered the grapes on the banks of the Garonne. The

miner, who, two thousand feet underground in the heart:

of the Comstock, is digging out silver ore, is in effect
by virtue of a thousand exchanges, harvesting crops in
valleys five thousand feet nearer the earth’s center;
chasing the whale through Arctic icefields; plucking fo-
bacco leaves in Virginia; picking coffee berries in Hon-
duras; citting sugar cane on the Hawailan Islands;
gathering cotton in Georgia or weaving it in Manches-
ter or Lowell; making guaint wooden toys for his chil-
dren in the Hartz Mountains; or plucking amid the
green and gold of L.os Angeles orchards the oranges
which, when his shift is relieved, he will take home to
his sick wife. The wages which he receives on Saturday
night at the mouth of the shaft, what are they but the

certificate to all the world that he has done these things
—the primary exchange in the long series which trans-
mutes his labor intc the things he has really been la-
boring for?”

This is the co-operation that makes civilization pos-

sible—that which Adam Smith ealls “the natural course .

of things,” but which Bastiat calls a miracle. Thus there
is much to admire in human society. We must admire
the perfect efficiency with which men work for each
other, yet without any man taking thought. The ma-
chine works without visible direction because, as Adam
Smith puts it, every man in working for himself is
“led by an invisible hand” to work for others. “Well
roars the storm,” says Tennyson, “for those who hear a
deeper voice beyond the storm,” and we have only to
contemplate the matchless mystery of civilized society
to see the supernatural! :
But if all this be true, what is wrong with the world?
I there be no struggle for existence as between man
and man, how can we explain the facts of everyday
life? How are we to account for the fact, so vividly
depicted in the May, 1941, number of The Cetholic
World in the article, “The Arabs of the Asphalt,” that
“tens of thousands of families are wont to pilot tens of
thousands of heartbroken jallopies over California’s
super-highways in search of work?” George supplied
the answer more than sixty years ago in Progress and
Poverty. People are workless because they are disin-
herited. A few grow richer while the masses grow
poorer, because the community-value of land—*the
common fund whenee common want should be met’—
is misappropriated by a few. I is this great primary
wrong which leaves strong men starving and powerless
in the midst of abundance; it is this which crowds hu-
man beings into hideous slums; it is this which makes
the masses poorer as the community grows richer; it is
this .which constitutes the social problems pressing

everywhere for solution, whether in California, in Mex--

ico, in Chile, Australia, or elsewhere, for, as George puts
it, “at the bottom of every social problem we shall find
a social wrong.” Assuredly there is no greater wrong
than to deny men their natural! and inalienable right
to the land of their country. Place the unemployed in
any community on some uncccupied territory, Crusoe’s
Island, for example, and, although they would be
stripped of many of the conveniences of civilized life—
electric light, paved streets, cheap fram service, etc.,
they would make a living. As a matter of fact I have in
mind a ecase of shipwreck near af hand, In 1907, the
ship, Dundonald, was wrecked on the uninhabited Auck-
land Islands south of New Zealand, in the Antarctic
Ocean in fact. Cold and hungry the survivors struggled
ashore on the bleakest island of the group, well-named
Disappointment Island. A year later they were rescued
and brought to New Zealand all well. They had to con-
struet mud huts, to cateh sea-birds, seals and fish. They
had a hard struggle, but they survived beeause they had
free access to nature. They had no unemployment re-
lief, no social insurance, but they paid no rent, and
by applying their labor to the wild forbidding earth
they produced food. In a modern city they would have
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Land is as significant a factor in the dimen-
sion of the most highly organized urban in-
dusirial economy as in that of farming; it
performs a basic function in the production
and distribution of all wealth.

CEoRGE RaymoNDd GEIGER, PH.D.

starved unless they had been relieved by charity.

The remedy prescribed by George is clear, practicable,
and efficacious: By the lawful use of taxing power we
would divert the rent of land into the public Treasury,
at the same time cancelling other taxes falling on the
produce of labor. Incidentally some of the rent of land
is taken in taxation already, but we propose to take it
all. This is what George called a policy of true con-
servatism, the effect of which would be to save the
masses, “the repository of ultimate political power,”
from becoming the prey of demagogues. Since George
wrote the demagogues have been in evidence every-
where, and well have they succeeded in “making con-
fusion worse confounded.” Father Fichter encourages
the hope that George is at lasgt coming into his own.
Since his teaching is a magnificent vindication of the
natural law, I have no doubt that men will soon arise
in the Church who will proclaim ithat we have only to
conform to that law and involuntary poverty and un-
employment with all their attendant evils will disappear
for all time.

From the outset George has had strong Catholic de-
fenders. We learn from The Life of Henry George, by
his son, that soon after the publication of Progress and
Poverty, but before it had caught the attention of the
world, a Passionist, Father Dawson, wrote him stating
that, though he did not know the author’s religion,
George had written a Catholic work. Father Dawson,
who died in Dublin a few years ago, was a life-long
defender of the theory of land value taxation. More
remarkable still is the Letter to the Clergy and Laity
of the Diocese of Meath, written by Dr. Nulty in 1881,
after the publication of George's famous book certainly,
put before the Bishop had heard of it or of the author.
“The land of every country,” writes the Bishop, “is the
common property of the people of that country, because
its real owner, the Creator, hasg transferred it as a vol-
untary gift to them. ... Now, as every Inan in that
country is a creature and a child of God, and as all his
creatures are equal in his sight, any settlement of the
land of a country that would exclude the humblest man
from his share in the common inheritance not only would
be an injustice and -a wrong to that man, but would be
an impious resistance fo the benevolent intentions of his
Creator?” It is surely significant that Dr. Nulty’s Letter
is an epitome of Progress and Poverty. The fact that the
community-value of land increases as population in-
creases, Dr. Nulty regards as a beautiful illustration of
the goodness of Divine Providence. Revenue. is necessary
for civilized society. As population increases more reve-

nue is required, but the ever-increasing value of land
will provide an unfailing and ample fund to meet the
public needs. Then there was the great and good Father
MecGlynn, punished by his superiors, but finally vindi-
cated and restored to his priestly status. The way of the
Prophet has ever been hard. ‘Joan of Arc and Savonarola
were judicially murdered; Las Casas, when he pro-
claimed that the right of the colored man to be free was
equally valid with that of the white, found theologians
who opposed him; and Cardinal Newman, the author of
that masterpiece, The Development of Christian Doc-
trine, repeatedly found his orthodoxy suspect after he
had submitted to Rome. There is already a bronze mon-
ument to McGlynn, but he has in fact wrought out for
himself a monument more lasting than bronze.

Not the least benefit arising from the application of
George’s theory would be the simplification of govern-
ment. Here in New Zealand, for example, we have in
operation a statute providing for the separate valuation
of land and improvements, and we have also a national
tax on the value of land minus improvements, as well
as a statute enabling the citizens of any county or mu-

‘nicipality to place all the local taxation (we call it

rating) on the unimproved value of land. The majority
of local bodies have in fact adopted the system already.
The periodical valuation of land necessarily involves a
certain expense, but that expense would remain con-
stant if all other taxes were abolished and George’s
theory of the single tax actually realized! “Land lies out
of doors,” as George once wrote, and so no tax could
be collected with such ease and cheapness as the land-
tax. Thus no one would think of tax evasion because it
would be impossible. More important, however, than the
simplicity and cheapness of government would be the
immense social improvement that would follow the
complete and constant utilization of land, the disappear-

- ance of slums, and the unshaclkling of commerce. Under

the new order of social justice men would do for them-
selves efficiently what so-called humanitarian legisla-
tion does very inefficiently. Accordingly I am tempted
to wonder what danger of State aggression Father Fich-
ter can see in the teachings of Henry George. One form
of Staie aggression, ithe searching of your trunks by a
Customs official under the shadow of the Statue of Lib-
erty when you have returned to New York from a
voyage abroad, will disappear for all time, for George’s
theory means not merely freedom to produce wealth,
but freedom to exchange it where you will. .

In reglity George, in proclaiming the equal right of"
every man to the land of his country, has stated nothing
new. As he has so well shown in the chapter in Progress
and Poverty headed “Private Property in Land His-
torically Considered,” the first perceptions of justice
have everywhere inspired men to recognize the common
right to land, While the Israelites were yet in the desert
Moses wrote the Law, and the Law included provision
for the redistribution of land at the Year of Jubilee.
There could be no redisiribution in a walled city, but
even there the man who had sold his land had one year
within which he could repudiate his bargain. Else-
where no man could sell more than his right of occen-
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pancy. between the date of sale and the next ensuing
Year of Jubilee. No wonder Cardinal Manning declared
that Moses had made him a Radical! I remember St.
Thomas Aguinas, in the volume of the Summa in which
he treats of law, tells us that the Laws of Moses were
framed to ensure something like equality as between
man and man, and again he states that, though the
ceremonial precepts of the Old-Law are obsolete, the
judicial precepis are still wvalid. Assuredly this can
only mean that the land law of the Old Law is still
valid. This is not to say that the periodical redistribu-
tion of land is practicable or desirable in modern times,
for nowadays there are permanent and costly improve-
ments which were not in contemplation in ancient times,
and, as George has shown with matchless lucidity, the
equal right to Iand can be asserted and secured easily,
permanently, and equitably by collecting the rent there-
of in the form of taxation and utilizing it for the com-
mon good. The form would be different from that or-
dained by Moses, but the spirit would be identical,

When George wrote Our Land Policy, his first con~
sidered statement of his views, in 1871, he was unaware
that a pre-Revolutionary school of thinkers in France,
the Physiocrats, had held the same views. Their founder
was Quesnay, a physician at the Court of Louis XVI,,
and they included Turgot, the last Finance Minister
under the monarchy. They proposed the abolition of all
taxation, save the impot unique or single-tax on the
unimproved value of land, and no less a man than
Mirabeau described their proposal as equivalent in util-
ity to the invention of priniing or the substitution of
money for barter. Turgot attempted to apply the prin-
ciple, but the ignorant beneficiaries of untaxed privilege
secured his dismissal from office. Then came the Revo-
Iution with its era of destruction and bloocdshed until,
in sheer desperation, the nation sought safety in the
despotism of Napoleon.

It is the fashion in these days of alleged enlighten-
ment to refer to the pre-Reformation eenturies as com-
paratively barbarous. There is, however, the testimony
of Thoreld Rogers among others, in Six Centuries of
Work and Wages, that the fifteenth century was in
England the golden age of the working man. First there
were immense areas of common land to which the
people had access under rules deeply rooted in Chrig-
tian ftradition. Much land—it was one-third of Eng-
iand in the reign of Henry VIII—was owned by reli-
glous eongregations. The monastic lands, however, were
really trust property in that the congregations main-
tained all the aged and indigent, and attached to the
monasiery, not infrequently, was a hospital. The com-
mon right to land was further secured in that the lay
lords, and sometimes religious houses, bore the entire
cost of war. Thus it was that the Hundred Years War
and the Wars of the Roses were paid for without loans
and without indirect taxes. Thorold Rogers assures us
further that the religious houses were considerate land-
lords, and there can be no doubt that their studied re-
gard for the rights of praedial serfs had a steadying in-
fluence on the lay lords. No wonder H. M. Hyndman,
Socialist and Rationalist, declared that “the Church of

“Indirect taxres offend scarcely anybody.
They are very sly, and have at commuand a
thousand successful disguises. Very few of us
taste the tariff in our sugar; and I suppose
that even very thoughtful topers do not per-
ceive the license tax in their whiskey. There
is little wonder that financiers have always
been nervous in dealing with direct, but con-
fident and free of hand in the laying of in-
direct taxes.”

Wooprow Wrson, “A Study
of the American Constitution.”

our ancestors was not the organized fraud which preju-
diced historians would have us believe.”

The first step in the disinheriting of the people of
England was the Reformation. Monasteries were ruth-
lessly destroyed and their lands handed over to the

pimps and pandars who became the forbears of “our old’

nobility,” many hospitals were closed, and the noble art
of nursing was forgoiten until Florence Nightingale re-
discovered it. As theft and robbery were capital crimes
in those far-off days, we are not surprised to learn that
72,000 persons suffered the death penalty in. the reign
of Henry VIII. The destruction of the monasteries left
the poor unprovided for, and so many of them were
driven by hunger to the gallows. Poor laws began in
the forty-third year of ElizabetWs reign., In Catholic
England they were unknown.

The work of expropriation, however, was not accom-
plished all at onece, It proceeded by stages until the
Parliament of Cromwell, the alleged vindicator of Eng-
lish liberty, in 1645 carried a series of resolutions for

the abolition of feudal dues on land. These were later

embodied in a statute, and by the small majority of two
votes, feudal obligations were abolished and indirect
taxation substituted, Later, in the reign of the Georges
mainly, came innumerable Enclosure Acts by which the
common lands were stolen from the people.

Thus it will be seen that, in proposing to abolish land
monopoly, George really seeks to restore the state of
affairs prevailing in England in pre-Reformation times
—+to bring us back to our Catholic heritage, in fact.
Accordingly I am glad to have Father Fichter’s assur-
ance that there is a surprising number of Catholics
taking courses through the Henry George Scheool of
Social Science. From the outset there have been many
Catholic Georgists, and there will be more of us. While
the Catholic who embraces Scocialism will necessarily
lose his faith, the Catholic who embraces Georgism may
become more Catholic still. The work of spreading the
light of economic frath, however, must not be left to
the laity. I refuse to believe that there will not arise
bishops and clergy who will proclaim the truth as it was
proclaimed by men like Bishop Nulty and Father Mec-~
Glynn.
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The International

Herewith is presented the second installment
in the “Old Timers Series,” which was in-
augurated in the January FREEMAN with
Louis F. Post’s fascinating story of Tom L.
Johnson. The current contribution is from
Pax Economica, by HENRI LAMBERT, Bel-
gian manufacturer and economist. It was pub-
- lished in November, 1915, but little more than
25 years ago as the calendar measures time,
but ages ago in the light of the world-shaking
developments which have transpired in the
meantime. Here again is displayed the sound
econiomic reasoning and the prophetic insight
which characterized much of M. Lambert’s
writings. Readers will recell an earlier ar-
ticle by the same author which was published
in THE FREEMAN for November, 1942,
In this case, as in that, THE FREEMAN is in-
debted to Mr. Stephen Bell for the material
used.

* HARMONY MUST be the result of Justice, and Jus-
tice is inseparable from Truth. Progress of moral con-
duct iz dependent on progress of intellectual truth.

The condition of international peace is international
morality. This is dependent, finally, on knowledge of
international moral {ruth, and, secondly, on the practice
of that truth. Peoples will find in this practice a two-
fold interest: interior prosperity and exterior tranguil-
lity. The love of justice and the desire for morality will
follow, but they cannot precede, knowledge and prac-
tice. Cause and effect will act and react interchange-
ably, but justice and morality must pass from the “con-
scious” into the “unconscious.” Progress of the sentiment
of goodwill can only be consequent on progressive
knowledge and inecreasing practice of truth. It is equal-
Iy g0 in international as in social and individual affairs.

Knowledge of the natural economic truthg is funda-
mental to justice, order, morality and security, social
and international. It provides the most certain and posi-
tive rules of the art of politics. These truths and rules
cannot be ignored or even misunderstood with impunity.

War is the inevitable outcome of g state of persistent
international “amorality” and insecurity. Peace, in such
a state, iz but an unstable equilibrium between adverse
forees. It is at the mercy of those who consider them-
selves capable of emerging from the general insecurity
by creating self-security through the vanguishing and
subiection of others. Such an “amoral peace” is com-
parable to the *“good relations” of cannibals; it also
evokes a regime of “international jungleism,” for even
lions and tigers do not live withoul a certain mutual
respect and, at times, in “peace.”

Morality of Exchange

For the last half century European amorality and in-
seeurily, resulting in desire ‘of conquest in some and
{ear of conquest in others, has manifested itself by mili-
tarism put at the service of International economic error
and injustice. When truth and justice, making morality,
do not rule between states, then force must and will
be supremsa, When international Iaw is not international
truth ard justice, there remains but force to overcome

“and vanguish this false right,

Absolute security and certain peace are conceivable
only in so far as no peoples have any interest to desire,
and consequently none of them has any reagon to fear,
conquest, Now, liberty of economic relations (carrying
in ilg train as it does liberly of general intercourse) be-
tween two peoples is equivalent to mutual annexaiion
by these two peoples; and liberty of relations between
all peoples would be eguivalent to reciprocal annexation
by all peoples. No people would any longer have an im-
portant or even serious interest in vanquishing other
peoples and conguering their territories. Given liberty of
international economic relations, it is certain that in-
ternational justice, morality, security and peace would
become a positive, practical and normal state of things.

True civilization will be the result of knowledge and
will be founded on practice of natural economic truths.

The present war, its abominations, its crimes, its dura-
tion-—and its sequel, probably greater than the war it-
self—is not the direct outecome of the spirit of injustice
and brigsndage in men, but the result of the general ig-
norance and disregard by people and their leaders of
these economic truths. They were bound to be of a de-
cisively eapital importance in an epoch which will ever
remain characterized by an extraordinary development
of industries and a consequent need of correspondmg
expansion of international commerce.

o & £

The ignorance and stupidity of men have always
proved more inexorable and caused thera.more suf-
fering than their wickedness. Tt must be so. Men are
ordered to become good and wise—aye, to become good
because wise! Goodness, unless inspired and guided by
wisdom, is incapable of evelving progressive morahty
Good cannot be separafted from Progress.

£ +* *

After nineteen centuries of pelitieal efforts and Chris-
tian preaching, the state of relationship and the mutual
attitudes of nations, “civilized and Christian,” do not,
alike i time of peace as in time of war, differ essen-
tially froin those of savage tribes. Everywhere nations
are compelled to prepare to fight at any moment for
the defense of their chattels, of their soil, of their lih-
erty, even for the preservation of their physical exist-
ence. More menacing still seems the future.

# * #

Being, as it is, the natural phenomenon in which lies
the origin of “justice,” exchange is par excellence the
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natural moral phenomenon; hence its extreme import-
ance in respect fo internal and international relations;
hence ifs constructive power; hence also, the destructive
consequences, without limit, of the attempts to prevent
its accomplishment; hence the fatefulness of Exchange.

This'is explained to those who as political philosophers
contemplate the great contemporaneous events, how
across the path of humanity there sirides .a Monster
combining the pitilessness of the Sphinx with the fright-
fulness of the Minotaur. “Thot shalt go no farther,” he
says. “It is not by an enigma but because of an impera-
tive and categoric dilemma that I bid thee hali. Thou
must emerge from thy state of protectionist and mili-
tarist ignorance and amorality; thou must recognize the
moral truth of peace by free exchange; thou must prac-
tice international economie justice. Otherwise thou art
condemned 1o a succession of revolutions and wars
which will uliimately lead 4o barbarism. For thy per-
sistent refusal to adopt the way of justice will be the

The Laborer Is Worthy

Because the admonition implied in the bibli-
cal quotation which gives title to this article
is given scant observance by both employers
and employes—and it’s a rule that works both
ways—The Editors of Tur FREEMAN believe
that their readers will be interested in learn-
ing of recent developments in ¢ matter hav-
ing to do with incentive pay which was first
brought to their attention in these columns
several months ago.

* The award last December of $3,000,000 “incentive”
pay to the employes of the Lincoln Electric Company
serves as a heartening reminder that even in these hec-
tic days of priorities, price ceilings, rationing and wage
" fixing by bureaucratic edict, certain American firms
have not losi sight of the ancient truth that wages come
out of production, and its corollary that man is en-
titled to the fruits of his labor. Nor is it mere lip
service that is being paid to these eternal verities; so
far gs prevailing circumstances permit, they are being
put into practice. Witness the action of the Lincoln
Electric Company ag related by the Associated Press:

- CLEVELAND, Dec. 19 (AP).—The Lincoln
Electric Company, whose wage policies were in-
vestigated by the House Naval Affairs Commit-
tee in May, paid “incentive compensation” of
nearly $3,000,000 foday to 1,300 employees.

The compensation, which included this year’s
overtime, averaged about $2,300 for cach em-
ployee, although it ranged from $10 to $25,000,
with 90 per cent going to shop workers, James
F. Lincoln, president, said.

Mr. Lincoln said the “incentive pay” was cal~
culated on the basis of pre-war years. Because

proof and measure of thy actual incapacity to further
true progress; and therefore there can remain only, for
long periods to come, the law of brute triumph and
survival of those best fitted for combat and slaughter.”

So speaks and will act the Monster.

Yet the rational interpretation of natural moral phe-
nomensa, revealing as it does to men the Infernational
Morality of Exchange, teaches them the natural necess-
ity of intermational cooperation, ever more free, conse-
quently ever more just and increasing, as the only, and

-as the certain, means of regcuing nations from the

natural fatefulness of conflicts more and more fearful.
: ENVOIL

Is there in the ranks of the world’s rulers and leaders
o statesman possessed of deserved authority who has
the wisdom to see, the courage to proclaim, and the
strength to make humanity understand and cccept the
essential truth of the hour? Of all perils the greatest
would be that such a man did not exist!

- [ ] .
ot His Hire
of this, National War Labor Board officials here
said, the company did not need W. L. B, ap-
proval, although the amount paid was greater
than in 1941.

Edmund Toland, counsel of the House com-
mittee, declared this year that the company
paid $5,143,234 in bonuses in 1839-"41, inclusive,
and that salaries in the same three years were
$2,681,562,

The company is a leading manufacturer of
arc-welding equipment. Everybody in the or-
ganization participated in today's payments ex-
cept Mr. Lincoln and his brother, John C. Lin-
coln, chairman of the board. )

“It is obvious that our only chance of success
in this war is the American workman's ability
with American methods to produce war eguip-
ment more rapidly than can our enemies,” Mr.
Lincoln said in a staterment, “To accomplish this
goal a proper incentive-wage system to boost
the output of all types of labor has, in our case,
met with unusual success.”

FreEMAN readers will recall that the inquiry by the
House Naval Affairs Committee mentioned in the fore-
going dispatch was the event which occasioned the pub-
lishing of an article in the July FREEMAN entitled “A
Firm That Makes Labor Piofitable” The article was
reprinted by permission from Business Week, and dealt
at Iength with the practices which the Lincoln Electric
Company had been following for years in handling em-
ploye compensation.

Because of continuing public interest, the editorial
foreword to that article and paragraph excerpts are
reprinied below: .

If the following article carries the suggestion
that The Lincoln Electric Company is managed
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in accordance with principles laid down by
Henry George, and with a clear understanding
of the operation of Natural Law, the reason wiil
not be far to seek. -

The Chairman of the Board of The Lincoln
Electric Company is John C. Lincoln, noted
electrical engineer and inventor, of Ohio and
Arizona. Mr. Lincoln has long been interested in
education as a social instrument for the main-
tenance and extension of democracy and has
been an active Georgist for many years. He was
the nominee for Vice President of the United
States in the 1924 campaign of the Single Tax
Party.

He has writien extensively on social and eco-
nomic matiers and is the author of the pamphlet
“The Importance of Natural Relations” which
was first published in the April issue of THE
FreemaN under the title of “When The War Is
Over”

Mr. Linceln is a member of the Board of Trus-
tees of the Henry George School of Social
Science, as well as a director of The Freeman
Corporation. He is a brother of J. ¥. Lincoln,
president of The ILincoln Electric Company.—
The Editors.

A few days ago the House Naval Affairs
Committee got after J. F. Lincoln of the Lincoln
Electric Company on the score of his company’s
1941 earnings and employee compensation, The
implication was that the Lincoln practices were
just another effort to evade inceme taxes. But

anyone who knows even z little about Jim Lin-
coln’s economic philosophy knows better than
that.

In the first place, the Lincoln incentive pay-
ments go away back "of the defense effort.
They're not a dodge, improvised to take advan-
tage of a situation.

They are rooted in his twin beliefs that good
ideas are good ideas, whoever thinks of them,
and that good ideas for industrial efficiency are
the only fuel that can make the capitalistic en-
gine hum.

For many years, therefore, Lincoln has had in
his plant an “Advisory Council,” made up of
representatives elected in the several depart-
ments by vote of the workmen. He and hig plant
superintendent are ex-officio members. This
council meets every week or two to consider
plans for improving the business.

Right there is the key to Lincoln's conception
of what it takes to make the American system
work. He says that the way to raise the standard
of living for the entire population is to give those
who work at production an inducement to put
their brains into its technique and their backs
into its operation. This, he contends, makes it
possible to reduce the price of your product so
that people can use more of it and, in some cases,
more of whatever else may be made through its
use. And, at the same time, your employees get
more money with which to buy your products as
well as the produets of other people.

Economics of Democracy

This is a continuation of the serial by F. MA-
SON PADELFORD, M.D., which was begun

in the December issue. Reading between the

lines makes it increasingly clear that Dr.
Padelford is one physician who realizes not
only that much of our illness springs from
unhealthy social conditions, but that such
conditions are themselves in large measure
the result of our faulty economic system.

Indirect taxation has this one merit: It produces reve-
nue--but by methods which, in ethics, have no defense.
Under it, the few are taxed by the government, and the
many are more heavily taxed by these few. The many,
entertaining the belief that only those who own prop-
erty are taxed, manifest little interest in the manage-
ment of the public’s business, and too often, not only
consent to, but actually urge all sorts of civic extrava-
gance, :

The taxes paid, directly and indirectly, by the aver-
age family of five persons in the United States amount
to not less than $600 per vear. This means that the in-

clusion of taxes in the prices which are paid for the
many things which are piirchased in the course of the
vear cripples the family’s buying power by at least this
amount. ) .

To indirect taxation, and the evils incident fo it, the
failyre of the capitalistic system to satisfactorily fune-
tion must be attributed. That there are other causes, we
must admit. Indirect taxation, however, is the major
cause, and until this is done away with there can be
neither industrial peace nor continued prosperity. While
fault may be found with the capitalistic system, the fact
remains that under it peoples have prospered as under
no other. Because of its taxation handicap it is breaking
down. It will function smoothly if, and only if, this
handicap is removed.

No one will question the right of Laboer to its wages.
Few will deny the right of Capital to a legitimate re-
turn. But what is Rent? And to whom, from a moral
standpoint, does it belong? In the whole realm of Po-
litical Economy there is no question of more vital imi-
portance. )

It should be noted that the term “Rent,” except when
otherwise indicated, refers to ground, or economic, Bent.
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That which loosely is called “house rent” i, in reality,
interest.

Rent is defined as “That which is yielded by land in
excess of the yield of the poorest land in cultivation
under equal conditions.” To make clearer the meaning
of this definition, let us translate it into terms of dollars
and cents,

Picture a small but growing town in and about which
there are available for cultivation sections of agricul-
tural land of different grades of fertility, and in which
there is an annual demand {for one thousand bushels of
wheat, Let us assume that, at a labor cost—interest need
not here be considered—-of $1,000 per section, there can
be produced, in one year, upon the first, one thousand
bushels of wheat; upon the second, nine hundred bush-
els; and upon the third, only eight hundred,

The yearly demand being for but one thousand bush-
€ls, obviously but one section of land will be cultivated,
and this the best of those which are available—that
“which may be called the “thousand bushel land.” Wheat
will sell for $1.00 per bushel, and the entire crop for $1,000.

When, owing to an increased population and a corre-
sponding increase in the demand for wheat, the price
of this commodity advances to $1.12 per bushel, the land
of the second grade will be used. Nine hundred bushels
of wheat, at this price, will bring $1,000. But now the
crop obtained from the highest grade soil brings $1,120
—of which $120 is Rent.

The poorest land will be resorted to when, for its
crop, $1.000 can be obtained—when wheat sells for $1.25
per bushel. When this point has been reached the crop
grown on the best land will bring $1,250, and that on
ihe land of the second grade, $1,125. All in excess of
$1,000, in each case, is Rent—$250 and $125.

If population grows less the demand for wheat will
grow less, and the price of wheat will fall. Rent, there-
fore will decrease. The owner of Rent-producing land,
regardless of his efforts and skill, will witness the
shrinkage and perhaps ultimate disappearance of the

+Rent-part of his income.

The fact is suggestive that public expenditures rise
and fall as population rises and falls, and as Rent rises
and falls. To the reasoning observer this phenomena
should be as instructive as was the falling apple to
Isaac Newton.

Rent is a civilized-population consequent. Where jus-
tice rules it will be regarded as the property of the
society which ereates i, Morally it is the property of
society.

Ground Rent is the result of high commodity prices,
not the cause. Rent is high because prices are high;
prices are not high because Rent is high. Distinction
must be made, however, between true and speculative
Rent. Power to exact speculatiive rent carries with it
power to arbitrarily raise commodity prices.

This community of ours, to obtain revenue, may either
{ax land, on the basis of value—which is but a means
of appropriating Rent—or it may tax wheat. If, by exer-
cise of the taxing power, the entire $375 of Rent is
turned into the public treasury, the price of wheat will
not be affected. The cultivator of each section of land,

the tax having been paid, will receive for his year of
work, $1,000. Each worker will receive all that he earns,
and none will be unjustly treated. )

It may be that a tenant is paying to the owner of
land its full Rent. Assume that the government levies
on the land a tax equal to thig Rent, The owner, to re-
cover the tax, must collect from the tenant, not only
the Rent, but also the tax. The tenant, being free to
resort to not-taxed land at the margin, is under no
obligation to pay the increase. The availability of free
land is the ienant’s protection.

If those who cultivate Rent-producing land attempt,
by raising the price of wheat, to recover from consum-
ers the Rent tax which they have been required to pay
they will fail, and this for the obvious reason that the
“marginal” producer, using land which produces no
Rent, and which therefore is not taxed, will be able to
sell wheat for $1.25 per bushel. ’

The price of commodities is established by the cost
of production at the margin.

If wheat is taxed the tax will be added to its selling
price, and consumers will pay. And if it so happens that
before reaching the final purchaser the wheat passes
through several hands, the ultimate selling price will
include, not only this one tax, but several of such taxes,
plus a profit cn each one,

Too great emphasis can not be given {o the fact that
while taxes levied upon products of labor increase the
prices for which these are ultimately sold, taxes on
ground Rent decrease the selling price of land, and
increase the selling price of no commodity.

A tax on Rent is not, and cannot become, a consumer’s
tax, if land at the natural margin is free. A tax on true
Rent cannot be shifted.

In seeking to make clear the so-called “Ricardian
Law of Rent,” we have used, as an iltustration, agricul-
tural land. To explain in detail! the application of this
law to land used for other purposes, and in cities and
towns, would require far more space than is here avail-
able. Suffice it to say that the law does apply to all
land, wherever located and however used.

It can hardly be necessary to state that the land which
brings the greatest Rent return is that in and about our
cities and large towng, Farm land has relatively little value.

Civilization, ag we know it, is based upon the right
of the individual to own property. Men intuitively rec-
ognize that the products of their own labor belong to
them; that to the producer belong the things produced.
The right of the individual to own land rests upon no
such foundation. Men will not build upon, or otherwise °
improve, land, unless they are given some guaraniee
that they will be able to hold it for a period at least
as long as the probable life of the improvements. There-
fore to make secure properiy in products, and to en-
courage productive enterprises, we have established by
law private property in land. But private property in
land should not involve. private property in Rent. If
Rent is regarded as private property it will be capi-
talized, and land will be bought and sold as a com-
modity.

(To be continued next maonth)
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EXCELLENT—AS FAR AS IT GOES

“The People’s Land,” by John Harrington. Published by
the author at 22 Washington Boulevard, Oshkosh,
Wisconsin, 1942, 13 pp. $0.10.

Next week I am off to a scholarly gathering of linguists
who are permitting me to say a word to them. I cannot
bring George into the description of the Dictionary of
American English Grammar which forms the subject
of my word; but I can provide myself with ammunition
in the form of tracts to pass out to those who will re-
ceive them. And my ammunition for linguists is to be
John Harrington’s new pamphlet, “The People’s Land.”
The author says that while there may be pamphlets
enough on Single Tax in circulation he feels that he has

- adopted a different approach io the subject, and a dlf-
- ferent emphasis. Which, indeed, he has.

Mr. Harrington is a lawyer and early Georgist of Osh-
kosh in my native state of Wisconsin. He writes a smooth
letter and composes a persuasive pamphlet. The intro-

" duction is as good a piece of natural and enlisting writ-

ing as I have read in some time; the rest carries on easily
from point o peint; and the whole piece is quiet, good-
tempered, and conversational. It manages to convey an
idea of authority and experience, and altogether it is fine
fo pass on to linguists.

But were I {0 attend (perish the thought!) a confer-
ence of collectivists, or even of economists, I might not
provide myself with this particular piece of literature,
which covers very adeguately the positive side of the
Georgist principles, but neglects what I can only call
the negative side. Give a socialist Mr. Harrington's
pamphlet, and he will inevitably answer, “Oh, WE are
going to do all that this man wants—and MORE!” It is

that “and more” Whlch “The People’s Land” fails to

cover.

The taking of ground rent for the state, as George ad-
voeated, is no more important than the not taking of
anything elge. The abolition of taxes and the retention
of private ownership of land are essential points in the
establishment of economic democracy. Mr. Harrington
mentions the last, but devotes liitle or no space to the
other poinis. I wish that he had covered the blank four-
teenth page of his excellent pamphiet with material of
this nature.

Taxed with this objection, Mr. Harrington wrote that
his pamphlet is aimed primarily at business men, and
said that he does not wish to instruct them in Socialism,
however obliguely. To his business men I shall add
linguists. .
JANET RANKIN ATKEN

WHY THE ARGENTINES DISLIKE US

“Argenting,” The Life Story of A Nation, by John W.
‘White. The Viking Press, New York, N. ¥, 18942,
366 pp. $3.75.

This timely book has meat for the serious student of
Latin American affairs and international relations gen-
erally.

Mr. White has been for twenty-five years a newspaper
correspondent in South America and for the last ten
years for the New York Times. In explaining why the
Argentines dislike us Mr. White says:

“Today one of the most serious political stumbling
blocks on the path to better understanding is the Haw-~
ley-Smoot Tariff, whiech Argentines believe was aimed
directly at them. Temporary war-lime suspension of the
tariff on most products would cause an immediate in-
crease in Argentine’s exports to the United States with-
out injuring American farmers and producers. Senate
ratification of the Sanitary Convention, signed in 1935,
would permit the entry of Argentine meat from regions

" certified free of hoof-and-mouth disease. Argentines

know -inspection services have been arranged which

would permit this, and they know that we know it.”’
The book gives a full story of the conflict between
President Ramon Castillo of Argentina and the great
majority ‘of the citizens of the country, who are liberal~
minded and strongly opposed to the Axis. It describes
the methods employed by Castillo who, while paying lip
service to democratic forms and parliamentary proce-
dure, makes use of the army and the police to carry
out the edicts of his centralized government—edicis
practically always in the interest of the country’s twe
thousand large land holding families, who control on
the average 65,000 acres each.
: —LANCASTER M. GREENE

Now the law of nature which forms the
postulate of a true science of political econ-
omy is not, as has been erroneously assumed,
that men are invariably and universally
selfish. As a matter of fact; this is not true.
Nor can we abstrect from man all but selfish
qualities in order to make the “economic
man,” without . getting what is really a
monster, not & man.

The law of nature, which is really the pos-
tulate of a true science of political economy,
is-that men always seek to gratify their de-
sires with the least exertion, whether those
desires are selfish or unselfisk, good or bad.

—Hzexnry (GEORGE
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NEWS of the Crusade for Economic Enlightenment

An Excellent Example

NEW YORK—Oificials of the Henry
George School are highly pleased at the
initiative shown by George H. Comings
of Bainbridge, New York, in the crisade
for economic enlightenment. Mr. Comings,
graduate of the school's Correspondence
Courge, with the assistance of his wile
and son, who have also completed the
course, hag organized a study group among
the neighboring farm people, and weekly
sessions in Progress and Poverty are al-
ready under way.

Miss Margaret E. Bateman, Director of
the Henry George School, feels that Mr.
Comings has set an example which could
be followed with excellent results through-
out the rural sections of the entire United
States. Correspondence Course graduates
living in such communities whe feel the
urge fo teach are invited to make their
aspirations known to the Henry George
School in New York with confidence that
their efforts will receive the fullest co-
operation. :

For Housewives Only

NEW YORK—The January issue of
Eperywoman carries an article by Miss
Dorothy Sara, known to FREEMAN readers
as Secretary of the Speakers Bureau of
the Henry George School, but in profes-
sional life a nationally recognized graph-
ologist. A lecturer and writer on the sei-
ence of determining inate ability and
character traits by the study of handwrii-
ing, Miss Sara analyses the chirography of
the six editors of Ewerywoman, 211 of
whom are wives and homemakers as well
as professional writers, and offers some
deductions which the editorial ladies com-
cede are very close to the mark. The
article is replete with pithy observations
on women and the matrimonial state, the
creative urge, executive ability, and what
handwriting tells to one who knows how
to read the sfory. )

Distinguished Speakers

LOS ANGELES—The annual banguet of
the Los Angeles Extension of the Henry
George Scheol of Social Science was held
in the Mona Lisa Banquet Room on the
evening of January 14. Principle speakers
were Joseph S. Thompson, writer, econ-
omist, industrialist and author of the re-
cently published condensation of Henry
George’s Progress and Poverty entitled
“More Progress and Less Poverty,” which
is rapidly winning wide aeclaim; and
Kathleen Norris, nationally known novelist
and sister of Mr. Thompsonh.

The address of welcome was delivered
by Anthony Pratt. William Beach True-
hart, Extension Director for the California

territory, was in charge of arrangements.’

Letier Wins Place in_Yearbook

NEW YORK—To Mrs. Jessie Matteson,
teacher in the New Jersey Extension of
the Henry George School and former Reg-
istrar at the New York School, falls the
distinction of being the first writer of the
Georgist persuasion to have a composition
selected for inclusion in We, the People,
The Yearbook of Public Opinion.

We, the People, published annually, is
composed of quofations from the letfers
that public-spirited ecitizens have writfen
to their local newspapers. These lefters
eover subjects on practically every aspect
of contemporary civilization.

Mrs. Matteson's letter, published in the
New York Herold-Tribune December 11,
1942, under the heading of “Worker Takes
AlL” handles the much-discussed Bever-
idge report in crisp fashion. Some of the
more significant paragraphs from her
sparkling epistle follow:

“It should not bhe necessary to wade
through the {hree-velume-novel-length
pages of the Beveridge report to conclude
that it is neither ‘revolutionary, as said,
nor a wise measure. It is merely an ex-
tension of the hackneyed principle of
supporting an  ever-increasing class of
poor at the expense ¢of an ever-decreasing
group of not so poor—a step made by
Pericles in the fifth century B.C. Its wis-
dom can be measured by observing the
state to which the world has come affer
following that principle for centuries. The

Beveridge report, like previous remedial .

schemes, proposes fo treat the effects of
such social ills with a total disregard of
their_ first ecauses. ...

“Man is an exceedingly capable and
adaptable animal, He is relatively scarce
in proportion fo the surface of the earth,
yet there is enough of him to permit
specialization and division of Iabor so
that, through even a relatively free
market place, he may satisty a diverse
number of desires—material and other-
wise. And since a new desire replaces each
satisfaction, a static society, or one suf-
fering from ‘over-production,’ is unthink-
able,

“Seeing around us millions of men com-
pletely dependent on charity, and the ma-
jority of the others leading an insecure,
hand-fo~-mouth, existence, it becomes evi-
dent that some force, or forces, are de-
priving some of even fhe opportunity to
work, and others of a part of the product
of their Iabor. And so,” In the name of
reason, lel’s isolate ihose forces hefore
letiing ourselves in for some costly and
futile socialistic schemes.”

Faculty Member Married

NEW YORK --'Fhe marrizge s an-
nounced, 24 of November 5, of Miss Helena
Platkin, member of the facully of the

-Henry George School of Social Science, to

Mr. Maurice A. Kavalier of Hartford, Conn.

Legislative Commitiee Active

NEW YORK--The Henry George Legis-
lative Committee, under the chairmanship
of Walter Fairchild, is now at work on the
New York State campaign and has pre-
pared in bill form an amendment to re-
peal the 2% real estate tax limitation in
the New York State Constitution, and an
administrative single tax bill

It is the purpose of the Commitiee to
have these bhills introduced in both
branches of the State Legislature early in
the session, They will then be prinied and
distributed, and public hearings must be
arranged. The Committee reports that the
Voorhis Amendment must be reintroduced
at Washington when the new Congress
convenes, and hearings arranged.

The Committee solicits financial help
in carrying on its work, XRemittances
should be addressed to the Henry George
Legislative Committee, 15 Patk Row, New
York.

Thirty Centuries Qld

MONTREAL, QUE—At a recent public
meeting at which he was chairman, Mr.
John Anderson, President of the Montreal
Exfension of the Henry George School,
was asked by a member of the audience:
“Is the Georgist movement backed by
rabbis, priests, ete., or who is behind it?"

Mr. Anderson's veply, considered a clas- -
sic by many of those who heard it, was as
follows:

“I ask the guestioner if he belfeves in
spirits. I do. Nobody has ever seen a
spirit, but it exists and is the mightiest
force in the world. The Georgist move-
ment originated some thirty centuries ago
in the hearts of the Pairiarchs of old,
prompted by the spirit of justice. They
saw clearly that the earth, from which all
wealth comes by the application of lahor,
is the common heritage of mankind of
every generation. The spirit of justice op-
erated in the minds of men Jong before
Henry George was born. It made its ap-
peal to the French Physiocrats, to John
Stuart Mill, to Herbert Spencer, Mazzinni,
Jefferson, Lincoln and many others. The
spirit of justice is impartial, universal, and
does not recognize rabbi, priest or parson;
ra¢e, ¢olor, or creed. That is the force or .
power or spirit behind the Georgian Phil-
osophy.”

New Classes in Ohio

CLEVELAND—The winter term of the
Cleveland Extension of the Henry George
School of Social Science was started early
in January under the direction of A. J.
Wilson, with classes in Progress and
Poverly and Protection or Free Trade,
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Moon-Hour Classes in Jersey

NEWARK—The esiablishing of lunch-
hour classes in the study of fundamental
economics was the chief topie of diseus-
sion at the January 29th meeting of the
facully of the New Jersey Exiension of
the Henry George School. L, M. Haas, fac-

ulty member, presented plans for organ-

izing such courses hased on his own suec-
cessiul experience with his fellow-workers
at a large plant of the Western Rlectric
Company. I is expected that the program
will be under way at an early date.

Direet mail and other publicity methods
are being employed to apprize the citi-
zenry of New Jersey of the approach of
the spring term opening of free classes in
economics at Extension Headquarters, 1
Clinton Sfreet, Newark, and elsewhere
throughout the state. Restrictions on driv-
ing will render unavailable some of the
Hbraries and Y M.C.A.'s formerly used as
meeting places, but the number of classes
conducted in private homes is expected to
be considerably augmented.

Hen House Classes

NEWAREK, N. J.—In the Poultry Build-
ing of the Agricultural School of Rutgers
University in New Brunswick, N. J., two
afternoons a week, a class of {wenty-one
students meels under the instructorship of
William L. Hall to study the philosophy
of Henry George, The text used is Eco-
nomics Simplified. Mr. Hall reports a tre-
mendous enthusiasm on the part of the
elass which was gotten together by what
he calls his incessant “needling” on mat-
ters economic,

Clergy Interested

PHILADELPHIA—Reflecting careful se-
lectivity of the names that were circu-
larized with material concerning classes in
the Philadelphia Extension of the Henry
George School, an unsually high percent-
age of professional men and women have
enrolled for the winter term. Lawyers,
doctors and dentisis are well represented,
and in the several classes now being heid
there are no less than fourteen ministers
and rabbis.

Good Work!

NEWARK, N. J--IL. I. Weitzman, who
has been so aciive in selling copies of
FEconomics Simplified on his business trips
throughout the couniry, reporfs a wvaria-
tion on this theme. He has been attending
a class in literature and drama in a local
evening high school, and offered to re-
view, as his share of the class activity, a
new economics boock written by Dr. E, E.
Bowen and George L, Rusby! At one ses-
sion of the liferature class, Mr., Weitzman
gave his review. At the next session, he
and the class teacher conducted a sym-
posium on the subject. The class asked
questions the third week, and five of them
ordered the book, Three weeks, however,
did not seem to be enough time to take
to discuss the subject adeguately, and it
is now planned to go further into the
matter at an early session.

1936 Conference Proceedings

NEW YORK—One of the very few wvol-
umes now extant of the proceedings of the
Fifth International Conference for Land
Value Taxation and Free Trade, which
wag held in London September 1 o 5 in-
ciusive, 1936, has been presented to the
library of the Henry George School of
Social Science by A W. Madsen of Lon-
don. Mr. Madsen, as most American Georg-
ists know, is secretary of the Interna-
tional Union for Land Value Taxation and
Free '[rade, the organization under whose
auspices the Conference was convened.

Among the American representatives
addressing the conference and participat-
ing in the discussions were Charles O'Con-
nor Hennessy, President of the Conference,
Mrs., Anna George de Mille, Lancaster M.
Greene and Harold S. Buitenheim, all of
New York. Papers prepared by William
McNair, then Mayor of Pittsburgh, Harry
Gurnmison Brown, Professor of Economics
at the University of Missouri, and Judge
Jackson H. Raiston of California were read
to the conference by others.

As an aftermath of plans set on foot at
the conference, schools for the dissemina-
tion of the Georgist philosophy were scon
established in various cenfers throughout
ihe British Isles, in Denmark and in such
outposts of the British Commonwealth as
South Africa, Néw Zealand and Australia.

Speakers Bureau

NEW YORK--Miss Dorothy Sara, Secre-
fary of the Speakers Bureau, reports the
following schedule as having been com-
pleted last month:

January 3-~A, P. Christianson at Lafayette

Avenue Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn.
January 3—Philip Kodner at The Fellow-

ship of St. Nicholas Church, New York

City.

January 5—C. O. Steele at National Coun-

cil of Jewish Women, Port Chester, N. Y.
Janwary 10—William Meymann at Memo-

rial Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn.
January 17—A. P. Christianson at Commu-

nity Church Forum, New York City.
January 18—C. O, Steele at Ivriah, West

Brenx Moshylu Division, Bronx.
January 20—C. O, Steele at Board of

Trade, Port Chester, N. Y.

Talks scheduled for future daies are as
follows:

February 7T—C. O. Steele at Hanson Place
Central Methodist Church, Brooklyn.
February 183—Mrs, May Winkler at Arista

Lodge of United Order of True Sisters,

Flyshing, L. I.

All at Sea

PITTSBURGH—Ernest Heckler, who
used to conduct classes in Progress and
Poverty in this city, is now Lieutenant
Commander, U.SN.R., no less. An engi-
neer in civil life, Lieutenant Commander
Heckler is serving with the “Seabees’”—
the name adopted by the Construction
Battallion (C.B.)—somewhere in the broad
expanse known as the South Pacific,

Students vs. Teachers

NEW YORK—Five students of the Henry
George School gave an equal number of
faculty members of that institution of
higher learning something to worry zbout
on the .Americana Quiz Program. over
WMCA froin 3:30 to 4:00 on the afterncon
cf Sunday, December 27. The student
tearn consisted of Loretta Moore, ¥Faula
Zweier, 2. D. Butler, Wilbur Holstrom and
Weld Carter, Jr., the last named from the
New Jersey Branch. Teachers taking part
in the program were William S. O'Connor,
Dr. Janet Rankin Aiken, Ezra Cohen,
William G. Leon and C. O. Steele.

1f the sad truth must be told, the faculty
team missed being licked by a very nar-
row margin. The f{inal score was a tie.
The station manager informed the partici-
pants that the occasion was the first in his
recollection when each of the competing
teams on the Americana Quiz finished with
a perfect score.

Miss Lackey in Montreal

MONTREAL, QUE—“Goodwill Aroungd
the World”’ was the subject of a lecturs
delivered by Miss Jean Lackey of the
Henry George School of Social Science in
New York to an enthusiastic audience of
more than 200 at Stevenson Hall on the
evening of January 13. Officials and fac-
ulty members of the Montreal ¥xtension
were highly pleased at the cordial recep~
tion tendered Miss Lackey, the interest in
economic freedom manifested by the audi-
ence and the substantial amount of litera-
ture on the subject which they carried
away with them.

Marsh Washington Speaker

WASHINGTON, D. C-~-The Woman's
Single Tax Club had Benjamin C. Marsh
as guest speaker at their monthly meet-
ing, Januvary 4. Taking as his title, “In-
telligence When,” Mr. Marsh presented
some interesting and individualistic views
on such topics of the day as individual
initiative, the profit system, collectivism,
regimentation, and various isms which are
discussed as possible remedies for our
economie ifls.

Mrs. Gertrude E. Mackenzie, club presi-
dent, announced that the topic of dis-
cussion at the February 1st meeting wonid
be an article by Judge Jackson H. Ralston
in which he sels forth the reasons for the
defeat of the California Amendment hav-
ing to do with land value taxation.

C. C. Graduate a Wave

NEW YORK—A recent visitor to the
Henry George School was Ensign Gerirude
Mountain of the U. 8. Navy Waves. En-
sign Mountain, a graduate of the Corre-

. spondence Course, belies her name, as she

fits very comfortably—and quite becom-
ingly, it may be added—in the smailest
Wave uniform supplied by the Navy.
The young officer’s home state is Wis-
censin,
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Lettons 1o

Passing of Gus Wilson

To TEe Frieman falls the sad duty of
reporting the death of a beloved colleague.
Gustaf Robert Wilson, a member of the
Faculty of the Henry George School, died
on Christmas morning, fellowing a heart
attack, -

Gus Wilson was born on May 4, 1906 in
Ridgefield Park, N. J. He became inter-
ested in gocial problems at an early age,
and took advantage of the serious iliness
which marred his youth to gain a literary
background that was wide and deep.

He entered the Henry George School in
the fall of 1937 as a student in the ex-
fension class taught by William Quasha at
the City Club, and after a period of frain-
ing became a teacher himself during 1939.

His career was brilliant, Beneath his
quiet manner there lay an enormous
scholarship., He had a wvaried and rich
teaching technique—one which was only
less exacting of his students than of him-

‘self. His skill at bringing out discussion

among his students was unsurpassed. e
was an expert, both in class and out, at
assuming a position directly counter to
his convictions, and by this means en-
gendered in his students a power of ex-
position which they had never before sus-
pected.

Endowed with true:Scandinavian indif-
ference to sophistry and superficiality
alike, Gus used to sift back and listen while
a group of us tangled on the splifting of
a hair. At just the right moment, his calm,
gentle voice would come in to bring us
back to the heart of whatever problem
we had abandened in our eagerness fo
be heard.

Of all our shortcomings, Gus was impa-
tient of but one—sham.

Gus Wilson was not the sort of person
who makes promises; instead, he confent-
ed himself with performing them. Totally
unaware of his own importance, he served
our cause with a devout, humble, and
warmly convivial spirit which we sorely
miss in these days of discouragement,

Arcursary C, Marresow, Jr.

Boolks From Louis Nash

NEW YORK—Mr. Louis Nash of Seatile
has presented the following books to the
library of the Henry George School:

“The Struggle for World Order,” by

Vera Micheles Dean;

“Intreduction to Industrial Govern-

ment,” by John T. Mulligan;

“Christopher Brand Looking Forward,”

by Cuthbert Yerex.

Another View

In the December number of THE FrEE-
MAN wag an article which made it appear
that the Archbishop of Canterbury was
ignorant of the equal rights of men to ihe
use of the earth, whereas in fact he is
on record as advocating a tax on land
values to secure to all men their equal
rights,

It is especially unfortunate to make it
appear that the Archhishop is opposed to
the truth for he has enjoyed a great rep-
utation for many yvears before he became
Archbishop of Canterbury and now, by
virtue of his office, has great influence.
New York LawsoN Purpy

Likes Old Timers Series

Having reached the age for which rei-
rospection was evidently invented, I shall
be looking forward with pleasurcable an-
ticipation to succeeding articles in the
0ld Timers Series. To me it has been an
unalloyed pleasure to recall having heard
such men as George, Johnson and Post,
and to have read both The Mirror and
The Public for many years. If space can
be spared to “awaken stirring memories,”
it will doubtless furnish added enioyment
for many readers.

I have been quite a reader of Ambrose
Bierce’s works, ahd am wondering if the
following couplet by him is old stuff:

“They made private property sacred

By the laying on of hands.”

To me these lines are indeed Biercian.
Glenside, Pa. C. N. Hooszt

Veteran's View

Having read the article by Don L.
Thompson on interest, may I say that I
was pleased with his article because if
was not like some of the erackpot argu-
ments of many of the opponents of inter-
est. What is eapital, anyway? Is it not the
tool of labor? Would not Thompson abol-
ish interest? Is not interest wages? With-
out capital how could modern civilization
exist? Does not plain honhesty require that
interest be paid for the use of capital?

I note that Thompson has been a Single
Taxer for nearly forty years. This writer
has been a Single Taxer for sixty wyears,
and while I do not agree with what Henry
George says about money in his Science
of Palitical Economy, still I am as strong
a Single Taxer as ever.

New Bedford, Mass. R. A: Scotr

Pity ithe Poor Landlords

The landiords of England are scared
again. This time it is the Communists
who have them on the anxious seat. You
can tell by the counter-measures they
take; they run for insurance. 'Fhis time
they even include ithemselves in an al-
embracing government insurance scheme.
And what a grand scheme it is. Of course
there will be no contributions from the
Iandlords towards its cosi; that is the
beauty of it from their standpoint but,
zecording to Sir Williams' plan, the land-
lords will get their stipend the same as
everybody else.

A 'landlord, as a landlord, produces no
wealth, so he has nothing with which to
pay insurance premiuzms or anything else.
He must first get it from someone who
works and produces. So whatever the
landlords get from the insurance scheme
must be earned by someone else. There-
fore whatever the workers gel back it
will always be less than they pay in, by
as much as the landlords get and the
cost of administering the plan.

In the early part of this century when
the Henry George men had the land-
lords scared the Tories made two moves
to save them. First, Lloyd George iniro-
duced an unworkable tax plan which he
knew would have to be repealed. That
was to make people think it was hope~
less. Then to draw a red herring across
the trail to freedom he ran over to Ger-
many and brought back an insurance
scheme, which worked as expected. It
gave the landlords a whole generafion
free of worry and didn't disturb the con-
ditions to which the poor and the slum
dwellers were accustomed.

The new Beveridge scheme will work
for the benefit of the Iandlords as planned,
for two reasons, The English landlords are
much smarter than were the Russian

" landlords and there is no one in England

as ruthless as Lenin. The Russian land-
lords fled, they had to. The English land-
lords will be safest at home. They will
have no reason fo run away. They will
back Beveridge's insurance scheme. Some
industrialists with their economies on
straight will fight it, but they are no
match for a ecombination of Fabian so-
cialists and landlords.

Pittsburgh, Pa. H. W. Norew

Mr. Gordon Approves

‘The December FreEman was ulterly
eplendid! Margaret Harkins' article, “Meet
Our New Dictator: Mr, Five Per Cent,”
should be printed in pamphlet form and
distributed far and wide. And what a mine
of information is contained in Frances
Barrett’'s article, “The Rise and Fall of
Italian Fascism."” It certainly lets one in ox
the Ttalian sifuation.

Fthel Lyman Stannard in her “Open
Letter to Senator Norris” should eerfainly
get results with that convincing bit of
literature. Tt is a statesman-like challenge-

" to all who have at heart the welfare of

this country.

Lima, Ohio Veruy D). Gorbow




. .. In every aclivity there is incredible diversity; there is no end to the
variety of groupings. In your town there are Catholics, Jews, Protestants,
Christian Scientists and adherents of many other faiths. When your neigh-
bors are ill some go {0 homeopaths, some to allopaths, others to naturopaths,
osteopaths, chiropractors or healers. On the Tuesday after the first Monday
in November the citizenry solemnly, or boldly, or sometimes shamefacedly,
mark ballots for democrats, republicans, socialists, communists, laborites,

. progressives, independents.

. . . When your fellow-townsmen, whether villagers or cosmopolites, are
out for an evening’s enfertainment they scatter among the cinema palaces,
the unmusical comedies, the drama, the opera, and the raw burlesque shows.

Yet there is one institution in our modern American
society that commands UNANIMOUS ALLEGIANCE-

¥ The library is probably the most use-
Iul center of cultural life that we pos-
sess. From it the community derives

much of its intellectual sustenance. It -

is the spot to which many repair for
knowledge and pleasure, and its cul-
tural value to all the people is beyond
calculation. As a center for the dis-
semination of idegs its worth is un-
limited.

¥ A Natiow’s Librarians Can Exercise
More Influence Than Its Lawmakers,

¥ Those who believe in what TaE FREE=
MAN stands for and who would popu-
larize its point of view, can achieve
their end most effectively by putting

IC LI
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TeEE FrEEMAN where many readers of
all ages and classes will see it—in the
pericdical depariment of a local public
library, club or university.

* Remember that Library appropria-
tions for magazines are limited and
that they are usually absorbed by the
standard monthlies and weeklies that
are thought to meet certain average
requirements. Few libraries can af-
ford all that they need. Until a more
enlightened public spirit is applied,
private generosity will have to supple-
ment public funds. '

* Your opportunity to do a great good
with a small sum of money lies at hand.

El
i
1

I

.

THE FREEMAN
30 East 28th St.,
New York

Please send THE FREE--

MAN for one year, ai one
dollar, to the

and inform the librarian

that it is my gift.




