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The Truth Abou‘t Lymg

YING is never expedient. This is not a mor-
L ah_stlc observation; it is a deduction from
objectivé éXperience.
:' * # o

‘Modern propaganda is expedient Iying deveél-
oped to the status of a fine art. It starts with
a basic principle: ' that the liar-in-chief must
prepare “his people” psychologically for the plan
“of hvmg which in h1s ommiseience he has or-
dained for their. own good His Munchausen-

isms have a purpose, a mission. Since the Plan

is ' good, Wﬁafeirér' expedites the Plan must be -

r*‘God “Thus the deliberate lie—which in - - pri-
vate life Would make him -a social outeast—

makes a patnot of the Planmer.
BT *

This use of the expédisnt Tié is not eonfined to

theavowedly totalitarian governments. Wheneveér

the State, even under the delﬁocratic form, as-
sumes to function for the “good of the people,” the
"tendency to mould ‘plblic opmlon to the accep-
tance of the “good” grows apace. This tendeney
is not limited to the outright lie. The distor-
tion of facts, the use of the half-truth, the over}
emphasis of unimportant .detail:s, the drawing
of favorable conclusions from basically erron-
eous but imposing statistics, these are smﬁe of
the methods to which even we in democratic

America have becorie somewhat inured. Pres-

sure groups justify théir use of_\ this method on -

the ground of expediéney; a_ﬁd the State is the
apotheosis of pressure group polity. '

_The recrudescénce of Stateism in modern

times has been attended, naturally, with an ap-

palling amount of propaganda But, because
lies seem to carry with them their own detec-
tors, the residuum of all this lying is extreme
skepticisth. 8o much so that éven an obvious
truth is scanned doubtfully, and never accepted

w1thout reservatlon

E ® £
Only & nit-wit believes the dispatches from
the war zones; and many of us have got in-
to the habit of looking for the lie in 'every state-
ment from every capital, including W#shmgton.
Which is good; for the surreptitious attempts to

- inveigle us into this-imperialistic war will eon- ,

tinue until they are successful or the war col-

lapses,

g ] ¥ . ¥

Bit, the point is that all this Iying has been

- quite inexpedient. In all neutral nations it has

failed and we have no doubt that even in the
warring nations theré is a modieum of sanity
that cannot be blotted out by lies.
# * ¥
Perhaps‘, after all, then, honesty is the best
Al the

If that is so, and experience most de-

poliéy—the truth is- most expedient.
truth.
cidedly demonstrates that it is, the half-truth:
method. of advancing any philosophy—and par‘-'

'ticulariyj the philosophy of Henry George—is

Worthless. Cunning deception seems always to

7 be deté_c‘i:ed,- .and the deéeiyei-' branded as a liar.

It: thus becomes inexpedient. If one goes down
to defeat flying the banner: of Truth, one at
least gains the respect of ore's enemies; and
that is expedient for the next battle.




Hcmg_. the Law

THE CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION of

the National Labor Relations Board has brought
to light some rather ribald practices of this govs
ernment agency. - Headline and editorial writers
found much to decry in the methods employed by
this bureaucracy in its attempt to do the impossible
——raise wages by the collective bargaining technique.

But critics of the law which gave birth to the
NLRB seck only to amend it to their own ends and
“none of them seems to discern its innate stupidity.
The Wagner Act, for the enforcement of which the
commissariat was established, assumes that business
men can pay higher wages if they want to. They
must be made to want' fo.

The power of organized labor rests upon the
blunt instrument of persnasion backed up by gov-
ernmental sanction. Thus the time-dishonored
“technique of all pressure groups has been made avail-

able fo laber unions.  They have won a privilege

1aw for their own benefit at the expense of every-
body else and it is implemented by quasi-judicial
authority policing industrial relations.

But they, in turn, are victims of just such privi-
lege laws wangled by similar pressure groups opet-
ating ever since the country feit its first growing
pains. ' : : .
When large racts of land were granted to the
raitroads, the squattets, farmers and prospectors who
had pionecred in these areas were ruthlessly evicted,
sometimes killed, and their homes were destroyed.
The process was stricily legal because the railroads
had gained from the government a privilege which
the courts had notoriously extended through con-
{irmation. Co ' .

From ‘the distant days of “the full dinner pail”
to the present, protectionists have been getting from
Washington by back-scratching and log-rolling the
tarilf enactments which confer on them the privi-
lege of robbing the American worker of part of lus
wages to the tune of billions while petty smugglers
are clapped in jail. .

A subsidy to cotton land owners for bolding
land out of uge resnlts in the eviction of share crop-
pers; their misery is part payment on the privilege.

Milk distributots, in cahoots with labor organi-
zations, obtain regulatory measures which enable
them to boost their prices at the expense of babies.

The American Legion, associations of manufac-
furbrs or retailers, farmers groups, even religious

bodies, maintain lobbies for the purpose of bribing,
cajoling or intimidating legislators into granting
special privileges—at the expense of nnprivileged
citizens,

S0, if the NLRB wused unethical methods to en-

force an unethical law, it had many precedents to
go by. This board was told, by the law, to se

‘that workers in factories, stores, warehouses and

beauty shops were organized so that they could
“bargain collectively” with their bosses for higher
wages.

if the Board went a little beyond the letter of the
law it should be complimented for carrying-out its
spirit.  If the Board acted with partiality, 1t must

‘be remembered that the law itself is not impartial,

for it is based on the false assumption that wages
come out of the pockets of employers, and that
force will make them disgorge; force is mever im-’
partial.
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The NLRP is not on tral.  The law sseli s
the accused. It is a lar, 2 thief and a trouble-mak-
er. It assumes that wages are paid by capital, and
that is a lie. 1t is a thief in that it robs workers of
theit jobs by trying to establish arbitrary wage
scales above the natural level of wages, which is de-
termined by the margin of production. [t is A
trouble-maker because it emcourages dispuies be-

tween worker and emplover, both of whom are en-

gaged in the production of wealth. The law, not

its commissars, should be hung.

This is Socialism

A TRADE PAUER ANNOQUNCES: “Bids for

farnishing 7,500.000 yards of mattress ticking
to the Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation, o
be used in the manviacture of mattresses for dis-
tribution to low-income families through state re-

1ef amencies, were opened rodav.”




(i3

“WHERE LIBERTY RISES, there virtue grows,

. wealth increases, knowledge expands, invention
multiplies human powers, and in strength and spirit
the freer nation rises among her neighbors as Saul
amid bis brethren—taller and fairer. Where Lib-
erty sinks, there virtue fades, wealth diminishes,
knowledge is forgotten, invention ceases, and em-
pires once mighty in arms and arts become a help-
less préy to freer barbarians! ... =

Liberty came to a raece of slaves crouching un-
der Egyptian whips, and led them forth from the
’ .,H,'ouse_of Bondage. She hardened them in the des-
‘ert and.made of them:l race of conguerors. The
free spirit of the Mosaic law took their thinkers up
to heights where they behald the unity of God, and
inspired their poets with strains that yet phrase the
highest exaltations of thought, Liberty dawned on
the Phoenician coast, and ships passed the Pillars of
Hercules to plow the unknown sea. She shed a

partial light on Greece, and marble grew to shapes

of ideal beauty, words became the instruments of

 GHOST WRITER

.glotified the Elizabethan age.

‘planted here the seed of a mighty tree.
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Finland and Russia

subtlest thought, and against the scanty militia of
free cities the countless hosts of the Great King broke
like surges against a rock, She cast her beams on
the four-acte farms of Italian busbandmen, and
born of her strength a power came forth thar con-
quered the weorld. They glinted from shields of
German warriors, and Augustus wept his legions.
Out of the night that followed her eclipse, her slant-
ing rays fell again on free cities, and 2 lost learning
revived, modern civilization began, a new world
was unveiled; and as Liberty grew, so grew art,
wealth, power, knowledge, and refinement., In the
history of every nation we may read the same truth,
It was the strength born of Magna Charta that
won Crecy and Agincourt. Tt was the revival of
Liberty from the despotism of the Tudors that
It was the spirit
that brought a crowned tyrant to the block that
It was the
enetgy of -ancient freedom that, the moment it had
gamed unity, made Spain the mightiest power of
the weorld, only to fall ro the lowesr depth of weak-
ness when tyranny succeeded liberty. - s
. “Shall we not trust her?"'—-From '‘Progress |
Poverty.” EREE

Protection for Everybody

BECAUSE WISCONSIN has in effect barred en-
try: of oleomargarine made from cottonseed oil,
Georgia will no longer permit entry of Wisconsin
products intended for relief distribution. . . . She-
boygan, Wis., bakery employees and ‘‘friends’ of
bakers are attempting to protect their industry from
the competition of bakers in near-by Wisconsin
cities; they propose to impose a fee of $25 a day
on each truck carrying bread, pastry and rolls not
baked in Sheboygan, :
Fhat’s the stuff that wars are made of.
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 Trust Busting Chestnut

WHEN A COMEDIAN resuscitates a joke from
Joe Millet's ancient collection, knowing = ones
smile sarcastically. But theé public seems never to
recognize either the vintage or the absence of wit
in the jokes our politicians play on us.

It was some thirty-odd years ago that Teddy
Roosevélt ~began entertaining Americans: with his
big-stick trust-busting antics. - He was great fun in
those days. + His “gag” has béen more or less suc-
cessfully borrowed by subsequent headline seekers.
The. current reviver of the joke is the ex-professor
{sicy Assistant Attorney General "Thurman Arnold,

Author Afn‘old’s twist of the hoary sfap-’stitk
comedy conducted under the auspices of the Sher-

man Antirust Act consists of throwing custard pies.
These vil-

2t the bitherto exempted lzbor unions.
1ains of the buildihg trades are being charged with:
{1) preventing the use of cheaper materizl and im-
proved equipment; (2) compelling the hiring of un-
neceséary labor:” (3) fostering graft: (4) fixing
prices; (5) destroying legitimate collective bargain-
ng. .
Hero Arnold has hired him & crew of ambitious
young legal lights from Harvard, Yale and similar
incubators of juvenile feeders at the public trough,
to take roles in the funny fracas which will un-
doubtedly give him a good press—the war permit-
ting—from now until his term of office "expires.
- The denouement will probably be-a few more in-
noceous ttust-busting laws in our already over-
crowded starute books. ,

. Teonomist Arnold’s lines will: include no - refer-
ence to:the fact that these .union leaders could not
ply ‘their inefdriods cfade if the wage level“(gjot the
wage-scale) ‘in the building industry. were so bigh
that workers would find unnecessary. the union
micthod of seeking privilege. That the. only way
1 boost ‘the wage level to such heights is to pre-
vent the stoppage of building. That this stoppage
of building is due o the withhelding fram wee of
: the oaly place an whi b and fram whik

s can be built——fcr bigher prices, [Kiat

the way to stop land speculation is to appropriate
rent for public purposes. o - _
Professor - Arnold may omit such telling points
out of sheer ignorance. Or, maybe he’s. afraid his
angel (FD.R.) would withdraw support of the
production -if land speculation were brought into
the plot.  Aanyhow, we must not be too sevete on
Thurman. He is, after all, staging only a farce.

_“T.efms and Conditions”

WHEN YOU MOVE into a low-rent (subsidized)
dwelling built by the New York City Housing Au-
thority you sign a. "Terms and Conditions™ con-
tract which differs from an otdinary lease in that
yout tenancy depends not only on your decent
treaitment of the landlord’s propetty, but also on

- your, economic and social status.

" You agree to notify the landlord immediately of
any changes in your family-—-births, deaths, or the
harboring of .some indigent relative. Also, if you
get a new job or a rise in pay you must tell the
manager. And once a year you must submit to the
landlord a signed notarized statement containing all
such information. Punishment for not - complying’
with these and other: requirements—or for making
an erroneous application for - tenaney—=is ejection
from your domicile within seven days, However,
this period may be extended to thirty days if your
income rises above the limit established by the
United States Housing Authority. - L :

“A man’s home is his castle’—until the gov~
ernment subsidizes it. Then it becomes a den con-
secrated to the evasion of regulatory bureaucrats,

The Kick-Off

ON JUNE 12, 1940, the Trade Agteements Act

. of 1934 expires. . This law, with a stated pur-

pose “‘to expand foreign markets for the products
of thei Usited Statds,” empowers the Ptesident io
negotiate trade agreements with foreign states. No
agreements  may modify existing ‘duties by more
than 50 per cent, no ‘dutiable. article may bs put
on the free list. It ¢an be seen that.these agree-
ments can only slightly lower our high protective
tariffs, and can only modestly imoresse ont put-
chases rom abroad,  Neveriieless, eved this slight
concessinn fo ptonammic fahity has met with vigorous




opposition from both Republican and Democratic
bigh tariff members of Congress. _ , ‘
Last month these reciprocal trade agreements came
under fire again when the proposed twenty-first,
with' Chile, was being discussed at a public hearing,
Representatives of the copper industry and of the
chief copper-producing states, Arizona, Montana,
Utah and Nevada, feared that this treaty would
open the American copper market to Chile, which
after the United States, is the largest copper producer-
in the world. The notoricwus strangle-hold which
our copper monopolists have had on this industry
may be broken to a small degree, and we nmay pay
somewhat less for our copper tea kettles by letting

The ¥reaman, Tghruary, 1940

2 little Chilean copper come into the country; vet

their henchmen in Congress are-at-the barricades.

It is interesting to observe that the poltticians op-
posing the proposed-treaty represent states in which
copper mines happer to be located: which brings up
the question whether our Congressmen represent
the people of the United States or. the mine owners
of their districts. ' :

The guestion will be answered in the clection this
fall when the Hull agreements will bring back the
old tariff foothall to the political griditon. We can
expect to see our Congressmen blocking and tack-
ling John Q. Public, while the copper, oil, wool
and lumber interests do the quarter-backing.

War Forever

'BENITO MUSSOLINI, no matter what else he

may be, is a realist. Which means that he is
convinced that what is, is. And he shdpes his
course of action accordingly. Recently he expressed
his realistic approach thus:

“"Now, above all, every one, even those with the
thickest brains, can see that the division between
the economy of peace and the ¢conomy of war is
sunply absurd. . ' o .

""I'here is not an economy for peacetime and an
economy for wartime, There is only a war econ-
omy. because historically, consideting the number
of years of war, it has been ‘demonstrated that a
state of armed warfare is a normal state of the peo-
ple. at least of those living on the European con:
tinent, because even, in years of so-called peace other
types of war are waged, which in their turn pre-
pare lor anmed warfare.”’ .

Fhis happens to be a truism.  War between na
ttons has been’ carried on incessantly between inter-
mittent periods of armed conflict for hundreds of
vears. The world is never at peace. "War is mete-
ly an intensification of national economic rivalries,
.as expressed in tariffs, quotas, spheres of influence,
imperialism—of all the methods wused by privileged
groups in one country to exploit peoples in other
countries. ' ‘ '

- Indeed, the exploitation economy within every
country is merely extended bevond the. frontiers
through Joreign investments, by obtaining land
grants from local politicians, by imposing extra-
territorial rights;  Tbus the condition of war is
present.  Sometities armed war is a revolt of local
explotters against invading exploiters; sometimes the
exploiters of two nations come into conflict on the

territory of the exploited. But the condition of war
exists so long as.one group of people exploits an-
other.

That is why 1I Duce’s statement that there is
“only a war economy’” is correct. Fle means that all
our national economizs are based on the exploita-
tion principle; that none of the economies of the
nations tend to foster production, which is the only
condition of peace.

.. Framce and England have been forced to scrap

their competitive economics in order to strengthen
themselves for the war. For war purposes. they
cease fighting one anmother in the-economic field.
Why did they not get together economically to fos-
ter their productive capacities when they were “at
peace’”?  Better still, why did not the nations of
Europe scrap their economic antagonisms and thus
prevent the insane destruction of life and wealth?

Simply because the rapacity of exploiters in all
countries has no moral inhibitions. It is they who
shape the laws which make the ecomomy of war
also the economy of peace.

Done Everywhere

FLASH! Early last vear the Montreal City

Council sold a strip of land for $750. The
Montreal Daily Star, from which we obtained this
scoop, protects the good name of said "~ purchases
from public gossip. It isn't “cricket” to ERPOSE
landlords. It isn't British. Anyway, a few weeks
ago said strip of land was wanted by the city for
Street purposes.  Unsaid landlord wants $19.009
for i, City officials hope to get it for $5,090
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Ultzmate Benej‘zczanes

THE NEW LA GUARDIA AIRPORT (named
" after the famous’ reform mayor, who bas been
't most persistent sponsor);, costing us. collectively
fifty million" dollars, demonstrates znew the truth
which our blmder-wearmg professors n{ econonucs

persistently refuse to acknowledf,e that every in-
crease In product;ve capacity reflects itself in an in-
crease i rent. The owners of land are the ulti-
mate heneficiaries always.

We reprint the following story from the real es

tate page of the New York Herald Tribune because -

the mere telling of the facs carries it$ own com-
men L-}l')’ B .

“I'he operaijon of the atrport .. . has resulted
in a . .. real estate demand, particniarly for living
rccommodations within a few miles of the terminal.

“Close to 300 families from other sections of
New York City and the country beyond have located
in. suites there in the last two weeks,

“Merchants also have been attracted to the area
now that they know the possﬂ)le trends of business
resulting from the operation of ihe bw air sta-
Gon. ...

“It is estimated more than 2,000 families will be |

located in the district by the tirme the airport is in
{ull operation. ‘

“The survey shows Flushing and other sections
of Qumu have accommiodated in the last three weeks
families from Chicago, Cleveland, Cincinnati, New
York Stare and Connecticut, whose heads have been
transferred [rom other atrports to the North. Beach
station. ‘

“The demand so far has been chiefly for apart-
menis, Real estate men expect the call also wili be

felt in the small house'-f—iclld. Prospects of pur-
chases are evident.

“Busiess nien are reported to be scurrying about

for smtable locations for stores to handle trade frc-m

the airport. . ..

“The apartment situation in Queens W111 be im-
proved materially by the influx of ;urport tenantry,

it was admitted by real estate men.’

Problem of Economics

WHEREVER MRS. PELLECAN IS now, it will
make her feel good to know ber two kids are
warm and have plenty of foed.
The baby boy, Franklin John, who was born

last May, is in the Brooklyn Nursery and Infant
Home. Marilyn Alice, the girl, who is 5, is in the

-Shelter of the Scciety for the Prevention of Cruelty,

to- Children,

Nobody knows where Mrs Pellecan is. The
mother, who is in her early twenties, left the two
children in a rooming house and disappeared. She
lefr the following note:

“f am getting put out of my room, and not
having any place to go and live I am forced to
leave my babies. 1 tried every place I know of and
tried to get help, but they told me to try home
relief and that takes six to seven weeks.

“In"the meantime where would I go with my
babies? I bave no milk for the younger one. I have
to give him grade B milk, whereas he has to have
a special formula, being that he was born premamu
Please take good care of them,

“I have'to do this because I'll -know that they'll
have a warm bed to sleep in and something to ¢at.,
When [ am sure that they are settled I will try 1o
find out where they are and come to sec them. What
the police or anyone else will do to me after that
1 don't care, because I'll know that my babies arc

»r

not starving.

The President’s Address

TAXES . ..
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Inﬁltrauon A erulent Pmson

When Marx wrete the Bible of So-
ciglism  he mnaively  assumed that
modern somety was divided inte two
classes—capitalist” and proletana.t
and .all groups not already mcluded
in either of :these must eventua,lly
be - absorbed into one or . ihe other,
As a matter of fact, unconsciously
ratlonahzmg hiz own social stafus,
he constantly asserted that when:the
working-class succeeded in captur-
ing political . power, it would ‘do - so
under the leadership of middle-class

irtellactuals,” possessing all the ed-
‘uéational and cultural traitling. of .

* the capztahsts :

Accordmg -10 'Marx these mtel—
lectuals’ would ‘have thrown in their
lot with the ‘workers beeause of their
wish to_liberate mankind from capi-
talist bondaze. 'It never seems to
have cccurred to him that these peo-
ple ‘might” choose the side of revo-
lution' and . working-class ~organiza-
tion hecause a socialized state would
provide them with enormous OPpPOE~
tunlties for materlel a.dvantage -And
yel, this is precmely what-has h&p-
. pened. The Bolshemks in. " Russia
were the first. group of dlsposeessed

mtellectuals to seize political power .
and’ create an:economy whose chief -

benefxma»nes were themselves. Fol-
‘lomng in meore or less sw:ft sucees-
smn -came Fasmst Itgly and Naz1
- Germany, both of  whose bureauera.—
" cleg.are enga.ged in ;'a.pl_dly consoli-
dating their gains and faghioning
their systems on the model of Soviet
Russia, whose achievements in this
field -are -still considerably a.head “of
their own. B
“Fhere are many roads to power.
Socialism, 'fascism, gradual. eollge-
tlvxsm——the name and - the ; slogans
are i 4

- litical, social and econoniic,’ ui the
hands of “the propertyless educated,

We are all achchted with. the. phe--

nomenon - in’ its more violent mani-
festations as exemplified in’ Russia,
Ifaly and Germany. Buf most of us

) gible. -

trdting “all pover: and@pnvr. se, po-

By mcﬂAEL J. BERNSTEIN

are unaware of the real mature of

this tendency as it develops gradual- .-

Iy in ‘these countries still retaining
the democratic forms. - S
This process which may be called
“Revolution by - Infiltration” is - go-
ing’ on today and at s tremendo‘usly
accelerated rate. An  enormous
humiber - of American college grad-
uates find themselves ‘each year
tossed into "a° world  which :gives
thém neither work ner ‘s'e'c'urity. S A
governmental job, offering compar-

-atwe permanence of tenure, a cer-
tain degree’ of authority, ‘and oppor- .

tunities for sutomatic a,dva,ncement
seems the most desirable career pos-
Many of the. colleges, in re-
sponse to ‘thé.démand, have set up
Schools. of Public Admmlstratmn or
at least-are giving courses Adn that
field. Somal Worl has - become 3

majgr professxon as, trammg incat

brovides: the” grad < gtudent
th,h additional credit retmg in civil

service ‘examiinations,-or even inakes
" itrpossible for him to take such tests

whlle others. acking : that . training
are excluded., Civil’ Service schoels:

offering. preparatmn for - partlcu,lar'
exammatmns are mushroemmg all
over the: ‘country, even. though the
eqmpetltmn for every job may fre-
quen_tl_y be as high 'as.a ratio of a
thousand applicants fer each.

Most of :these young people Bnd,
to -their surpﬂse that the - radical
orgamza.tlons they had been taught
to regard as ‘somehow not respect-
able, are a.ctually vommg their own
demands - and - promxsmg :fulﬁllment
of their. own hopes; - Widen relief,
expand WPA broaden’ Social’ Secur-
ity have the government take over
certa.in mdustnes——these

achieved, Teans more government-
al JObS, the creatlon of an increas-
ingly larger class - of - buresucrats
whoge incomes and ,prwﬂeges ‘are
completely independemt- of the fluec-
tuations of - the labor-market,

But many of our unemployed col-
lege graduates fail to _attain -this
security of employment in the pub-
lic service. Théy become the most
ardent and vociferous ddvocates for
the . continuance : and expansion * of
the . white-collar, : educational, and

<oart proaects of : the WPA. ‘It is from_ .

theke’ projects that the. unmns rof uh>
employed. and . WRA - Workers dra,w
the " greatest pmpo,rtlon of then'
atrength And it iy with the mern-
bership of - these pro;ects that civil
service -workers nnd themselves - in
increasingly <close alliance.. -Fheir
interests are obviousiy. -simi-}a,ﬁ—izthe
preservation and - strengihening of
government partlc;patmn in the eco-
nams,c {ife " Of soclety. oo

rIt is no’ acc;dent tha,t many of the
mdrwduals - composing ;. these® two

" gtoups -are either -Communists or -

Communist. sympathizers. - For - the

primary. function . of ithe Communist .
Party today is: the defense and. ad-

vertisement “of . the: Soviet Unlon, .
And:the Sovlet Union' is the. burea.u-

crat’s ‘paradise;. it is the ideal - so-
ciety (from-a purely material view)
for; the ‘penmiless intelleciual. | Any
casual acquaintamce: with the eco-
nomic life of ‘Russia today demon-
strates:that the person of education
who knows'how. te be discreet finds
bis services in great demand by the
ruling regxme which is, itself. made
up. of -intellectuals. = Actors, artists,
engineers,-’ accountants, - doctofs,
teachers, 'lawyers‘, editor‘; prmes-

shut open it only when requned
“and then w:dely,” and a good job,
plus the usual official privileges, are
yours. “The Worker's Paradise” has
become a qualified Heaven for the
educated, but the. greai masses-of
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the people have stil o experience
the promised material salvation.
Not so long ago there was serious
talk of transferring the WPA bod-
ily to the Federal Civil Service. The
notion of increasing the present gov-
ernmental payrolls of four millicn
employees to saven million was 'd.o-
cepted in many quarters 48 a per-
fectly desirable goal. This talk be-
came actualized in the movements
1o place the admnustrauve oiﬂ-
cials of WPA on ‘the Civil Service,

- and to create a Federal Art Bu-

-reau for the purpoge of making per—
manent the WPA Axt Projec‘ts A
-tremendous amount ' of propaganda
in favor of these measures was re-
1eased from the left-wmg gToups.
The' educatud “outs” were again
smlply Iﬂd.l’llf&htln"" what I have de-
scribed as their primary 1m_pul_.se——
governmental employment,

But it is impossible tor the infel-
leciuals to attain their goals unaid-
ed. To conguer political power ibey
must ally themselves with the great
“masses of the unemployed, the un-
skilled, and the inadeguately edu-
cated. They must and have become
the adyvocates of mcasures apparefnt-
1y operatmg in the mtorests of the
dlspossebsed such as rohef old age
pensions, public housing, unemploy-
ment insurance, efc. They accept
as a fact that the poor must alwa.ys
he with us and direct their q.c.tlvm,es

. towards remedies based on lhe im-

plicit aocepta.n(,e of that premise.
PFor it is to iheir interest that the
measures ‘for alleviating poverty be
such as to render their services in-
dispensable. To them the actual
dlsappearance of poverty would be

-as unwelcome as it must seem un-

thmkable to iboso whom they call

_ reactionary.

" Harlier in this article I used the
phrase “Revolution by Indiltration.”
The days of street fighting and the
barricades are gver, Foorly armed
insurrectionary groups have not the
slightest - -¢hance of winning against
the techmcalljy equipped military
forces of the modern State. Even in
Russia ' the Bolsheviks could seize

' power only because of the chaos en-

gendered’ by the war and the col-
lapse of Both the Czarist and the
Provisional governments. But our
contemporary Marxists are not un-
aware of ‘this. Infiltration into all
branches of the government payrolls

“is-a ,«g:uarfmtep of being in the stra-

tegic spot shouid coliapse take place.
And it is an sssurance as well, that
even should the. democratic régime
remain intact, if.gsomewhat battered,
left-wing sentiment will be in a po-
sition to exert tremendous pressure
on legislative bodies.

We are living at a time when a
substantial section of educated opin-

.can always oyt off rations.

B

" jon has. genepted to .8 ‘growing -ex-

tent the 1d.ea of mcreased State ac-
tivity a3 the only solution for. the
social and economic problems of ithe
modern - world, Only. in isolaied

. quarters do we find the realization

that. the true path of uwhzcd DProg:

" ress is mway from statism, from di-
rected coopera,hon and tox‘ sard  a

coordination of efforts which-is the
zesult. of spontaneously undertalcen
individual activity. This iy the true
individualism, in contrast . to  the
“ragged individualism”, of the ara,
from 1829 to 1932, ;
Today, men ‘ﬂelleve that there can
be¢ mo frecedom withoui; cq,onorme 58
cunty But 1t i egually s:erta in
that there can be no’ Security W"lth-
out freedom For SeCU..;_,lty mvolves,
essentlally, the a,blht.y in -choose
freely the kmd the pla.ce,, antd tbe
the rw‘ht to the full pmduce of onels
labor and caplta.l It eather of these
two elements is lackmg, men are
neither free nor secmre.” An old sio-
gan bas it that. “sacunty withoutl
freedom isa ;.1x—ﬁoot cell” But para-
doxically, occupancy of the . cell 1s
ng guaranies of security. The war-
den, whether an mdryldual or he
State, izavmg the. power to puxmh
Human
‘beings cannot exchange :freedom for.
securltywthey can only bmwndcr
hoth. : - )

The Amencan Way
From. the NeW York “Daily News
Record” We ciip the followmg )

Fred Barkley of Gastonia, M.
C., says he received the following
wire [collect) from the Depart-
ment  of Agricylture, several
days before ihe crop reporl was
to he made:

“UUp to this time we have not
recelved any report from you
relative 1o your acreage. We
must insist om this' report; at

A fice,. or “wrill have o ! prosemte.:..
- you » i
Mr. Ba,rkley says he replied as
follows:

R

“‘Answering . your wire of this °
date, beg to - give you report ag
quest(d I have exactly fwo-
rifths of an acre. ‘There are 17

rows, nine stalks to the row and
three and one-half bolls to the
stalk, with four holl weevils to
the boll, Tf the weather’ changes
T will probakly have’ an increase
in yield, but I will do my Dest
to hold it down as requeste(i i

C.on,dition_ai Titles -

The reserved right of the people
to the rental value of land must
be eonstrued as a condition to every
deed.—Justice Miller,:
ourt . (1887).

Let's Go to Prison

A new Quebec prison with air

. condxtmm.ng, privaie ba:ths indirect

lighting and sun porches, boasts it
bas no bars. How then does it keep
the . public- outy-—Detroit News.

Truae Liberalism

Tt would . be a - mistake for
the discipies - of Homy George to
hold him up to the world. mercl; as
the advocate . of Smrrle Tax. His
political thought went, far bcyond it.
He was a llhera.l . the true scnse
of the word. Indeed, T know of no
more inspiring passages of English
prose than .t those which, are gontained
in the closing ohdpters of his book

“Progress and Foverty.” John W,
_Da_vis, New _ﬁgmk? N Y.E‘
From ' ‘Prison Student .

Liesson No, T—-guestion’ MNo. 19—
What is the differenge between the
robbery of rent-and the robbery of
an sutomobile or a sum of monesy?

Answer—One i3 continuous; the
other zeases with the aci ' ‘

o8, Whal 4 piker I've oen




The Frecman, February, 156

~ An Open Letter to Senaté;r O’'Mahoney

Drear Senator O'Mahoney: A re-
cent Associated Press digpatch telis
of testimony bnefore the Mannpoly
{Clommiliee; of which you zre chair-
man, by Mr. Patrick Bitler, on con-
trol of the iren ore market and col-
insion in establishing the price of
iron ore.

Eut there .i8 an aspect of the
question which this news item does

‘ot emphasize, and  that is the ex-

teni to which a few companies own
or  eontrol resourees  both  of
iron ore and of various other Kinds
of minerals. That two steel com-
panies have controlled over half of
gur iron ord deposits; that the Alu-
minum Conipany of America con-
trols the workds major sources of
bauxite; that last year three com-
panies gontrolled the potash fields of
the United States—these and other
like facts should raceive, I think,
‘much more attention than is usual-
ty given to them.

Such conirsl of the raw materials
frem which basic manufaciured
goods are made most certainly makes

QU

rvelatively eagy the limitation of com-

petition and the limitation of oufput
of manufactured goods and the hold-
ing up of the prices of those goods,
Whatever may be said of collusion
among manufacturers and Jdistribo-
ters, of unfair methods of competi-
tion, and of ownership of putents,
nothing can possibly give more-if
anything like a3 much--monopoly
price control than can ihe monopoli-
wation of the sourced of raw mate-
yials, Why is it that this is an as-
pect of the subject that is practical-
Iy never rmentioned?

An essential element in the effec-
tive destroction of such monopoly
would appear to be a heavy excise
tax (based on valus) on the privilege
of holding any subseil deposils. Fov
then it would become highly expen-
sive for any person or company 1o
hold any such deposits beyond what
he or it intended to use. Excessive
prices for raw materials to possible
competitors unabls themselves 1o
produce the maferials, wentld he no

By HARRY GUNNISON BROWN

longsr  possible.  Sources that were
not used would probably be surran-
gered, tharehy making i possibie
competitnes o use them, '
Neo mere probibition of monopo-
lized ownership--however desirable
such prohibition may bhe as supple-
mentary  legislation..can  probabiy
secomplish  Lhe Tvagion
through dummy ownersirip and
through owner
dependent but wctnally allied groups
is oo And there iy sbwa
the possihility of time-consuming ap-

O

PUTPOSEe.

-peals to the higher couris even if

the first court is definitely opposed
to su subterfuge, Whatever
in favor of probibition of
ownership of any kind of
natural resources, or of any unduly
Iarge ownership, the resource-vaius
excise tax ought ceriainty to be ap-
plied alsu.  That there are pelitical
barriers in the way of applying it
I know well enough. To apply i
would definitely gei vesults and so,
of coiirse, it would aronse the bil-
terest opposition on the part of well-
to-do individuais who or whose pub-
heity men and  legisiative agents
know how to make their opposition
mast effective.

But we have hers not just a prob-
lem of menopoly. We have the fur-
ther problem of whether o few shall
devive large personal incomes from
the exclusive possession of natural
resources, deposily  for
whichh ihey are in no way respon-
sible: and whether they shall then be
taxed on thess incomes at ne highes
rate than the tax rate on Incomes
of other kinds.
to bs, frem every poini of view, not
only & heavy itax on idie pubscil de-
posits, but alse a heavy tax on the
royalties or profits drawn from used
deposits. Surely the tax on such

may

of  subsoil

ship by ostensibly in-

Surely there needs

shonid be far higher fhan
the tax on income from capilal (such
as buildings and machinery; thal men
huave had Lo produce,  For such roy-
alties are paid for notking that the
owners of the deposits have done
or that any persons have done. TT

are paid only pecause cur laws
mit ovwners Lo forbid men to use these
wifts of nature, and a8 a sort of nec-
brine 1o make the
1 and let Industry
sapd,  And  surely  such  royaltiss
pugni to be taxed at a far higher
rate than the wages or salary that
a man esrns by hard labor,

Where thers are no rovaliies but
only tprofits,” because the mins or
oil well or other deposit is oparated
Iy fhe owner (e LOrpoT-
ate), the lax may be levied on the
bagis of what the voyally would he
it the operator and owner were dif-
forent persons.  This “excess profit”
i e, the excess above whal an op-
eraior would secure for himself if
he hud io pay veyally to an owner,
ought gertainly io be faxed as heavi-
by as if il were a formal royalty.

ERRAIY GWILETS

il aside

Hro-

sl or

& lax on the basis of oulput is
an sitogether different thing anid is
precisely what we should meot have.
An oulpul tax rests with sgusl pro-
portignale weight on the deposit
which is just worth working snd on
which, therefors, no rovally iy paid
or ean he paid,  An output iax is
chiefly a tax on labor, (If the con-
sequently reduced earpings of labor
in the taxed line will not be entive-
¥ borne by the labor in that line
hecause some of the labor will rathey
isave for other lines of indusiry,
this merely msans that fhere wiil
Be & reiatively decreased outpul of
the taxed goeds and a shifting of
most of the burden wpon labor-in-
general in the form of higher prices
for the taxed goods.) This is doubl-
less why we have ontput taxes and
practically never have esither royally
taxes or laxes on the privilege of
holding natural rescurces. The owne-
ers of fhese resources bave had the
determination and—at the expense of
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the people—ihe fHnancial means fo
dominate. government, at least to
the extent of preventing the. esiab-
lishment of any such taxatiom.: In-
deed, they have been: able to make
the very sugwestion of such taxation
seem so objectionable and'so radical
as to practically prevent the proposal
from béing even talked apeut. - Far,
however 'ignorant they wmiay he of
eeonomic phenomena in general, they
‘at . gny rate' know very. well that
they do not want any such tax. On
the. other hand, the workers do not
understand clearly the nature of a
1cnya.lty or rea.hze its funiamental
dl,fference from a truly.earned in-
come; and they are eagsily induced
to comsent to tazes on their labor,
suphemistically deseribed as “taxa-
tion of the- producmg corporatmns
according. to ontput.”

if the tax on the privilege of hold- ’

ing subsoil deposits is 4s high as it
properly ought to be, and if the tax
on royalty income from such depos-
its is likewise adequately heavy {in
recognition of the fact that a royal-

ty income is not an individusaily-

earned income and should belong
mosily to the entire people), -then
these two taxes __toge‘thefwould of
course be exdessive. But the solu-
tion is simple,
on the value of the privilege of hold-
ing and-the tax reckoned.on the roy-
alty should be altermative with each
other, the one applied in each case
being the one whickh. would he-the
larger. Thus, if the resource is held
unused or but slightly used—e.g.,
for. the purpose ‘of restricting out-
put—the tax onlthe pnwlege of hold-
ing. would obvmusly be -the higher.
And it should be the tax applied, to
the:end that -such restriction be suf-
ficiently penalized. * On. the other
Jhand, if the resource is beifg worked
to the full and the subsocil deposits
are being removed at a very rapid
rate, the royalty tax ought certainly
1o be used, to the end that the whole

pecple may enj{;y the proceedg from

fhe:resouree, rather thean ', very §
prwate ofmers;{or corpora on atc'lc_,
holdersy who are in ho ‘sense re-
sponsible for. the existence of the
resource they -are so rapldly exhaust-
ing.

If these suggestions were adoptec‘l_,
the public inlerest would be served

"The tax reckoned’

in every way., TFiest, a5 I have 4l-
ready emphasized, monopolistic limi-
tation "of: output would bhe heavily

~ penalized and ; would probably be

thereafier completely prevented, cer-

: tainly se if some very ‘simple sup-

plementary legislation were - also
adopted. -Second all of the Amer-
ican people, rather than an insignifi-
cant few privileged far beyond their
tellows, would enjoy the gains from
America's  subspil deposits. . And
third, conservation of ‘these resources
for the bemefit of future generations
of- Amerieans would be rendered easy
and inexpensive,

. At present ~such efforts as we
make . at conservation, in the ofl
mdustry at 'least, seem 4o be. man-

aged pnma.nly in the - mterest of

those‘ who ' own and ecmirol . these

.subseil deposits and to whom other

Americans | must pay tribute = for
permission 1o perform ‘the labor of
utiliéing them. - For. this “censerva+
tion” takes the form of ‘arbitrary
restrictions on output with the pri-
niary. object of helding up the price.
Doubtless - such lirnitation of. oufput
does, in some - degree, comserve the
régource - for- fuiure generations.
But it does this primarily for the
privileged ' owners of the resource
and mot for the public. "The main
pressure is from those who want to

‘secure a higher price for oil, and st
. to. make the public pay a higher

price. ¥t is, essemtially, a monopo-
listic restriction for private benefit,
in which, however, several of our
sta.te'go_vemments have actively con-
nived.

- But i we sermusly wanted cori-
servation in the public interest, and
were. willing to consider seriously the
objections  to large privileged pri-
vate .inceme .from nature’s subter-
ranean bounty, we could easily find a
solution in the. tax program outlined
in’ the foregoing paragraphs. Such
a:tax program: would give  to  the

pubhc the. principal. monetary bene-_‘
H i bor twth resultmg d1mmzsheé em—

the ta.}(" And such a taz system,
through making . privately  owned
subsoil resources lower in sale value,
would . make it ‘easy for government
to. purchase—using- for the purpose

owners would 'propoktlonately raise’

83

part of the lax money so collected
—>such substantial part of these re-
sources ag it might seem desirable
{0 hold for the henefit of our chil-
dren and grandchildren. - the #fax
system I have proposed would, there-
fore, at the same time effectively
aid in . the - abolition: of - monapoly,
give the entire American public a
substantial part of an income drawn
from. subsoil. deposits which, in some
countries, belong formally and whol-
Iy -to the public, and promote’ con-
servation in:the interest of suceeed—
ing generations,

Our Federal. government does not
now tax all’ incomes at the same

‘rate. - Thus, if taxes larger incomnes,
even if earned by the hardest kind

of work, at a higher rate.than smal-
ler 'incomes. ‘And- there seern,s Ho
good  reason Why 1t should .not. levy

‘a2 much higher tax, whether normal

tax or surfax or both on . incomes
that are in the nature of . myaiims
from resources: which no. owner . is
in any senge responsible for than
on incomes from  buildings, machin-
ery, steamships and eothér capital
that  can coms; into existence only
by, labor and saving., I3 it not ut-
terly preposterous : that--a nation
which is willing at any time to im-
pose tobacco t’é,xesz processing taxes,

and sales taxes, all of which puiden
the wages of the poor, should bhs.

unwilling even to congider -such a
royalty tax except in pained - and
shocked surprise? Surely, not:to he
willing to consider guch an:alterna-~

tive resource-value and royalty tax
a8 I have hereil suggested,'is to re-

fuse to make capitalism consistent
with - the very  principles on which
it is commonly defended; and is to
insist on keeping it a- system that
penalizes efficiency and thrift, that
exempts privilege from the tax’ bur-

" dens privilege ought to. bear, that

permits monopelistic, withhoelding of
natural rescurces from development
and so reduces the demand fﬁr -

) _ent ‘or, lowered mdges or hoth.
nch utterly tnconsistent’ and i

'adequd;te capitalism can arcuse the

enthusissm of the masses in ilg de-
fenge, - against lotalitarian . propa-
ganda and pressure, that a ‘proper
system of free capitalistic mdustrv
ought -to and would arowse.
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"The Land is The Chief

It is the land that freemen till,

That sobervguifed ¥resdom chose; .

The land, where, girt with friends or

foes,

ACman may speal the thing hewill;

A Jand of weliied vovernment.

A land of just and old L1, )

Where' Frsedon; slowly broadens dowh

¥From precedant to precedent, .
-~Teuuyaon, “You Ask Me Why.”

. There is a proverb of the Negroes
of South Africa to the effect that
“the. land is the chief”* and an ex-
. amination might lead us to the con-
-clusion’ that it has more than local
" significance.
IRELAND )

The invasion of Ireland was under
way in 1170 when adventurers from
England began to {ske sides in the
quarrels of the chieftains of the Irigh
clans. The adventurers soon had the
suppoert of the English rovalty. Ui
der Henry VIIE the actual conguest
of Ireland was undertaken, and the
strugele was carried on with great

fary because it hecame religious as’

well sy potitical.  Both the Rnglish

and the Scoteh adopted the method

uf planting colonists, by which Ulster
passedd almost entlrely into the hands
of  lmmigrants from Bngland and
Scotland.  A{ the end of the wars
of the seventesnth eentury, the hold-
ings of most of the Irlsh were con-
fiscated by the Fnglish, only a sixih
of the whole island, and that in the
poorest parts, remaining in the hands
of lhe ‘original iphabitants of the
conntry.  As late as 1903, 750 land-
lords owned niore than half of the
istand, and {hree alone had wmore
than 100,000 acres.

The consequences for Ireland of
Lhis dispossession of the native Irish
have been far-reaching. . Kxcept in
| Ulster, where landholding Scotch and
Yinglish setilers cultivated their own
farms, the system of wast landed es.
tates was disastrous, because the ab-
sentee landlords had ne interest in
agriculture. Conditions in the coun-
try became shocking.,  Agriculture
was  practiced on  run-down soils,
which were never fertilized, hy 4
steadily imereasing and ignorant ru-
ral popuiation, always at lhe merey
of 3 famine. From the beginning

 more  and
farms owned by iha operator have

By RAYMOND E, CRIST

We are gratefol 1o Dy, Crist, who is a
professor in the depariment of geolowy
and geography, Ukiversity of Iliinois, for
recmission 4o repriot this illeminatine
article, ‘which appeared in The Seientific
Monthly, Octebier, iv39, - -

e ———————

of the nineteenth century. there wWaSs

a steady stream of emigration di- -

rected mainly towards the United
States. It increased very much after
the great famine of 1846, when the
potato crop, the chief subsistence
crop of the inhabitants, failed be-
cause of a blight,

Hence there are very good reasons .

why Great Britain has had an “Trish
guestion” for several centuries. Con-
cessions had to be made occasionally
Lo prevent armed ocuthreaks of the
peasants. A geries of laws which
were passed from 1569 on enabled
many renters to hecome landowners,
with the result that to-day there are
six times as many farmers who work
iheir own land .in agricultural TIre-
land as in industrial England, and
the system of small landholding tends

more and more to predominate. With

it has come a certain degree of eco-
nomic well-beéing. National aspira-
tions, heightened by religious anti-
pathies and economic inequalities, re-
dulted in the civit strife of 1919-21,
and finalty in the arccord of 1921,
which granted
Lreland,  Since that time conditions
have improved, The interdependence
of Fngland and Ireland is racognized
more by both .peoples,

Increased in mumber, and rents to
absentee English landlords, long a
nightmare to the Irish, have been

abolished,

SPAIN TN AMERICA
It should be kept in mind that there
were {wo paramount motives which

Dominion status te -

drove the Spaniards to explor:iion
and conguest in the New Worki: Tne
guest for gold (el dorado) und the
désire ‘to add new members io (he
Romsan Catholic Church. Tn {ne high
plateans of tize New World the Span-
iards found millions of pecple lvin &
together in great empires in an ad-
vanced stage  of civilization. Bui
the rnative leaders were ruthlessly
set aside and the land on which {heir
subjeects lived was portionsd out intn
fiefs, called encomiendas, according
less to extension of surface than te
size of the population upon it. "The
higher the rank of the chieffain. the
larger hiz estate,

A few villages were permitied by
royal grant to keep their traditional
conununal plots (ejidos:. Buat
0% the land was concentrated in areat
landed estales in the hands of & few
overiords, and the native mhabitunts
came under the absolule control of
the new white masters. Theorefi-
cally, this was done so that the In-
dizns would be indoctrinated with
Christianity, "and -the estates were
granted by the Crown for only dos
o tres vidas (ftwo or three genera-
tions). Bul many of these sgtutes
remained in the hands of ihe same
Tamily for ovsr four hundred years,
and it was usval for the owners, the
hacendade, to live as o feudul bavon
In the great house, the hacienda, in
the center of the estate. The hacen-
dado was the highest couri of appeat
to the “simple peons living on his
land. :

HIOEL

MIXICO

Mexico is a land of disiant hor-
izons. The great plateaus of Lthe in-
terior, which are high enough to have
a temperaie climate and where ax
result mosi of the population is con-
centrated, are hemmed i by the far
horizon of a purple mountain chain,
Most of the mountains are volcanoes,
many exiinct, but some of them sac-
tive from time to time, Indesd, the

“truncated cone of the volcano is a

motif which runs through Mexican
life—pre-Columbian, as well as mod-
&M When one seez the great pro-
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fugion of voleanic cones it is not al
a1l surprising that such man-made
structures as temples and ohserva-
tories were, even hefore the arrival
of Cortes, modeled after them.

But Mexico ig not all & volcano-

yirdled plateau, It is built up in
tayers, or strata: the hot'lands (tier-

o maliente) around the edges, then -

the eool or temperaie lands (fierrs
templada) and the cold, high moun-
tains (the tierra fria or paramos).
But these are not easily delimited
regions. Slreams have cut great
gashes in the form of canyons into
the central plateau so that there is

% complex imterpenetration of one

climatic region by the other. ‘The
vesult is that the sharpest contrast
in land forms, climate and the cul-
tural landscape are found very close
together. From one point it is often
.possible to view areas representative
of almost all the major climatic
types, from the iropical rainforest
. tp the fundra: from the fertile wval-
iey bottoms, where bahanas and or-
anges grow, up through coffee plan-
iations {0 the dry mesa country,
where miaguey, maize and barley
wrow, and still on as far as the eye
can resch thr'oug'h the grazing lands,
ihen the timberiands and finally to
the slopes eternally covered with
HNOW, .

Againgt this background of sharp
physical contrasts there has been an
interplay of the many Torces—social,
cultural, racial, economic-—which
have gone toward the molding of
present~day Mexico, During the re-
gime of ihe dictator, Porfirie Diag,
the industrial policies of modern nu-
tiong were adopted in Mexico with-
oul destroving the feudal structure of
he Mexican economic organization,
Foreign trade increased from $63,600-
000 in 1885 to $239,000,000 in 1907,
and railway mileage increased from
almost nil m the 70s to 16,000 miles
in 1931, But this industrialization
was paralleled by a rapid increase
in tne cost of Hving without a cor-
responding rise in wages, The oil
fields and mines were largely foreign-
owned, and profits from them left
the country.,

The Haclenda, The full flowering
of the hacienda gystem occurred dur-
ing the Diaz regime. The land of
Mexioe, the support of the grest masg

SWETE

of the population, was in the hands of
a very few peopls, Some 60 per
vent of the private land in Mexico
way owned in eslates of 2,500 acres
or more, and &lmost 25 per cent of
Lthe privately owned land wayg in the
hands of only 114 proprietors, Fur-
thermore, the pr(}c:r_ar;s of eoncentra-
tion of land .in the hands of a few
was continuing.-  Villages were. de-

prived  of ‘their communal holdings .

through the encroachment of ‘‘colo-
nization” companies, or through the
manipulation of water rvights by a
hacendado. Such a landlord might
beast dlandly of having moved the
“mojonera,” the houndary post of a
village ejide with water rights to.a
certain stream, which the hacendado

. thereafter diverted to his own estate.

Feuds over land often had at the
root a feud over wauter. Land was
also taken away from “rehellious”
villages—particularly Indian villages
with good land--by the govern~
ment, often controlled by the local
landlord. As a resuli, thé inhabitants
of what had once been free villages
gradually forced to Pecome
wage . laborers om.
‘where théy were soon tied to the soil
by debts and were paid in kind ratoer
than in money in the hacienda store
-—the infamous tienda de raya.
Living conditions wsre very had
on the estates, where often no atten-
tion was paid by the landlords even
to housing his peons. In {ime the
misarable peopla, who lived like
Treasts, without the most rudimentary
principles of hygiene; became apathe-
tie, morally bankrapt, spiritually in-
golvenl. Small wonder that the cry
of the landless for “Tierra y Liber-
tad” (land and liberty) became with
each - year more insistent, until at
last in 1910 revolution broke out.
Between 1910 and 1921 there was 3
nation-wide shift in the population
from regident hacienda communities
to free villages; the population in
the former was reduced from 5,511,-
284 to 3,013,769. These figures show

the haciendas,
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that the oi)'presse_d peaple fled from

_their heartless landlords. during the

~

period of social and political upheav-
al in order to teturn to the free vil-
lages where they could tilt their small
plots of land under the age-old sys-
tem’ of communal tenure,

Land Distribution. Tnfortunately,
land distribution has proceeded slow-
ly. In 1930, fifteen years after the
insuguration of  the agrarian Ie-
form, almost seven tenthbs of the to-
tal economically active population en-
gaged in agriculture, still belonged
te the disinherited landless masses
dependent upon day wages or such
meager earnings as may he derived
from tenan{ farming or sharemroﬁ-
ping. President Cardenas saw that
the aims of the Revolution of 1910
had not been completely fulfilled
largely ‘because there was no middle
class to carry them through. Hence,
he has speeded up the program o_f‘
land distribution, In the first twen-
ty months of his administration he
awarded some 3,000 villages neanly
four and one half million hectares
(about 10,000,000 acres) of land--
over half as much land ds had heen
distributed by all “his predecessors
together , :

But most of the ejidataries (those
working village communal plots)
must have credit: long-term credit
for relatively permanent types of
equipment as well as short-term ad-
vances for seed, fertilizers and con-
sumption goods. If {his credit is not
extended by the government the eji-
datario is at the mercy of the hacen-
dade, loan shark and local politician.
The problem of ejido credit is a
problem in education, and progress
must be measured mot in terms of
profits, but in changed attitudes and
values, in the growth of initiative,
responsibility and the cooperative
spirit, Fducational progress is ex-
tremely slow, but even if the rural
school—product of the Agarian Rev-
olution—had failed in all other re-
spects it has kindled hope of better
things fo come and an enthusiasm
for life in hundreds of commmumiliss.
And with education has come greater
geographical and social mobility,

In conelusion, it may be said with
réference to Mexico that the rural
villages musl be given the land which
they occupy and il if econemic weli~




quentl.y to the c.quntrsy as a Whol,e,
and the benefits of moderh civiliza-
tion must be brought to the Indians
withgut  impeding .the development
and reinvigoration of the mative cul-
ture. - It is significant that Cardenas
keeps insisting tha,t he wants to - see
more - Mexlcans a.nd fewer Indians.
In other werds, the free Mexico of
to-morrew has its roots in the soil,
and.in ihe raclal and cultural base
which wag denied for four centuries.

In that free Mexico, the hacendado
will no longer be gable to say ecom-
temptuonsly that “the peon is a ma-
chine which runs on pulque” (the

-native beer, made of the fermented

juice of the agave), because, instead

of the sodden impotence- of peons.

tied in debt slavery te theé hacienda,
there will be social and political in-
tegation, unity and order.

Of course, many foreign investors
in Mezxico will c-nhtinue to complain
because they are no longer able to
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realize as much on Iavestments as
formerly, and are forced o reinvest
a part of their profits in that coun-
try. Many rapacious politicizns wili
continue to abuse the reforms and
become rich men. Many pudgy gen-
erals will, under the prefext of break-
ing up great landed estates, them-
selves hecome great landlords.

In the Mareh issue Dr. Crist will deal
with the land quoestion in Puerte Hine,
Java, Cuba, Africa, Kenya aud Soviet
Russia.

Unto the Very End

He-was an.itinerant peddler. One
of those margihal producers who eke
2 limited livelihood from among the
lowest paid. workers of a hig city.
From factory doer - to factory door
he lugged two heavy bags of inex-
pensive hesiery and rayon lingerie.
A cheap line for a cheap trade.

At various times, when he. was
vounger and .sirenges, he -owned
stores, ~ Stores that gave him-a-bare
living for-a while. - Stores that even-
iually failed. - The overhead was al-
ways ' too ?q1g fot the vo}ume If
rents were low, so was his grosy
busingss.. If rents were Jngh his gross
volume was Just fair and his income
Just nmot . enough, and .- fajlure fol-
lowed. failure. o

- He. always worked hard, mnever
complamed just made the most of
it, nceepiing his reverses dispassion-
ately, contemplating his future
‘gpathetically.: He never really kmew
why he failed. All of his set-backs
fie l1aid to his ewn incapabilities. He
never heard the - phrase “ggonomic
rent,” and if he had he weuld. have
been at a, loss as te its meaning; and
vetf, - because of economie rent, be-
cause someone eollected unearned
mwement he was’ finally foreed to
lug. hea,vy baé's fom (actory door. to
fd.c.ftory door ‘selling Jms ‘cheap’ line to
his cheap trade

He did not know that in can'ymg‘

bis Iinexpensive hos1ery and " rayon
!mgere in bags from factory deor
to factery deor he was at last es-
caping the thing that had - caused
his other failures; -that no one:was
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By M. B. THOMSON

collecting the unearned increment
that constantly “absorbed the fruits
of his past ventures; that, poor as
they ‘wers, he Was finally collecting
the full produce of his efforts.

For the first fime in hig life he
wasg able to put a little aside. ' Very
Little indeed, yet a iittle.. He ‘man-
aged to pay for his room, his meals
and’ a few articles of clothing. He
ever sueceeded in living under the
limits ‘of his meagre budget, saving
a little on meals. a2 little on cloth-
ing ‘and once in a while, when busi-
ness was 4 little better he put away
a little extra.

80 as the years dragged by, he
dragged his heavy bags from factory
door to factory door, catching the
girls at one place as they went to
work in the merning, at another as
they went to lunch and at another

“when they were leaving for the eve-
‘ning. Monday and Tuesday,

up-
town; Wednesday and Thursday,
downtown; Fridasy he went across
the river. Five iong days of hard
work, but there were always the
week-ends to rest up.

In the last fzw years the bags
became heavier and heavier, the
days longer and Ionger and the dis-
tances grea,ter and greater - {from
factory door to tactory door, The
week-ends did not have the recu-
perative benefits thai once they had.
Every now and then He would only
spend Tuesday uptown. His five day
week became a four day week, with
a foyr ‘day income, ‘Finally only
“days @ week, and then—he

didn’'t come any more.
= S * .
They found him in his room. A
pencilled note indicated <whers his
will could be found. Et too was pen-
cilled and unnotarized. It read:— .
“It is my wish that my body shall
be given a decent buriat. Please
take thel money on deposii in my
name at the bank,  Get as nice a
plot -as possible.” ‘ :
His wish was granted, A small
part of his savings went for the fu-
neral expenses. Another fraction for
a modest stone.” The most of it went
1o secure the final request in the will
for—"as nice a plot as possible."” - -
- Despite his weary pilgrimage from
factory door to factory deor, he
could not escape—unearned - incre-
ment. :

®
The Shoe Fits

Of all the groups which have op-
posed the Hull reciprocal itrade ag-
reements, none was so aciive as
the shoe producers of New England
When the treaty with Czecho-Sio-
vakia, which  gave concessions on
certain types of shoe products, was
under . ton:n;deratlon,_the attacks .on
t.he program! wreret mqst": gmeras;w
SOOIt s :u"xterestnvT to. note, dLCOld-
ingly, that. the 'NeW.Enghmi Shoe
and Leather. Association has asked
tha Committse on. Reciprocity Infor-
mation to include the maximum re-
duction of §0 per cent on the duty
on hides in the buried trads agreo-
meni with Argentina.
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Catch- Words Versus ]obs

“The present emergency challenges
American democracy.” With this as
& keynote, the American Association
for Eeonomic Hreedoms, under excel
tent sponsorship, is making a drive
for further plunning and regimenta-
ton with the announced goal of
substituting “an economy of abun-
dance for the present economy of
scarcity.”  Among thoge on the as-
sociation’s literature are William Al-
len White, Rt Rev. Msgr. John A,
Fuyan, Bishop Francis F. McConnell

and Habbl Stephen 8, Wise, all men

identified 'with liberalism. Endorsing
the general objectives of the New
Deal, this group takes the position
that “the NRA, dominated by short-
sighted Big Business men, refused to
consider the President's urgings and
maugurated a regime of restricted
production and coatrelled prices.”

o &

Starting thus laudably, the associa-
lion sets forth its program for solv-
ing the vexing problems confronting
the demoeracy. “Can industry plan
Hgelt?” the assoclation asks, and
angwers the question negatively, as-
serting increased governmental ac-
tion is necessary. “American democ-
racy now faces the most severe test
ol its entire existence,” says - W. Jeit
l.auch, acting chairman. ‘“It must
not only meet thé challenge of Fas-
cigt and Communist dictatorships,
which deride us for our failure to re-
store prosperity and employment for

“alt our workers, but it must renew
ihe faill of ity own people in its ef-
ficacy---must demonstrate that under
the democratic process an economy
of pleniy, re-employment and ade-
auate sltandards of living for all clas-
ses can be established and main-
tained.”

. * & &=

These aims are stated in “4& Pro-
gram for America—End Unemploy-
ment, Increase Naticnal Income ,ané
Lower Taxes—An Xeonomy of Ab-
undance,” from the New Bepublie.
Few will guarrel with the objectives,
The interesting feature of the pro-
gram iz the specific recommendation

By W. D. HOFFMAN

for government action. This is seen
to be a wide system of regimentation.
“Wew . government agencies would
have to be created to effectuate the
pian.” These are (1) An Industrial
Reconstruction Commission, (2) A
National Planning Board, (3) In-
dustry Councils, . (4} .An Assurance
and Marketing Corporation, (5) A
Capital Issues Banking System, {6)
A Licensing System.
E I

These are all imposing and high-
sounding, indeed; they would create
many more $10,000-a-vear jobs, which
might be justified if they forwarded
real reconstruction. But examination

of the duties of these agencies under

the plan will reveal either great
vagueness or activitics further hamp-
ering thelaws of gupply and demand,
from which we suffer acutely now.
“‘Coordination” is the word most com-

monly appearing in the defailed out-

line of duties. .

& ] o
Commission No. 1 would be “di-
rected to administer. the law,” as
though there were not already ad-
ministrative officials charged with
that duty. But it would be “guided
by the principle that the economic
resources of the nation are to be
utilized as fully as pracficable in the
promotion of the general welfare.”
This is a desirable objective, but there

¢ is no specific proposal here as to

how utilization of rssources is to be

realized, No change of present laws

is suggested--laws that permit 100
per cent monopolization of the na-
tion's resources, of timber, mineral,
soil, water power and centers of
trade. Thus this commission will
he & dream commission, unable to

move i any direction other than to-

ward the public payroll.
* % &

Coramission 2 iz directed “to dé-
velop & /general program for the co-
(_)r'dination, gtadbilization and orderly
expansion of the major industries in
interstate  commetrce.” Again there

-is no proposal of means, no ‘imple-
* menting.

How 3 -commission can
bring -about “orderly expansion of
the major industries” is mot stated:
It will occur to most of us that such
orderly expansion will follow - auto-
matically now if there ig a demand
for the product of such major in-
dustries” and not before. The com-
migsion in no way iz empowered to
create this demand, even if that were
possible.

b * Ed . .

Commission 3§ is empowered “to
recommend expansion programs - for
their industries, subject to supervi-
sion, adjustment, coordination and
application by the commission.”” Here
we have more imposing words. The
President himself, through all- the
depression, has - not only been em-
powered to “recommend expansion;”
but he has done so, and he hasg called
in the leaders of industry, including
the utilities, and has beéseeched them
to expand, with what result we know.
Thus this would be merely one more
commission with nothing to do but
“recommend” and dream of “coord-
ination."

b # &

Commission 4 ({a corporation)
would assist in “such handling, car-
rying, warehousing, insuring, mar-
keting and. distributing of products
as may be necessary; to assure in-
dustry against loss in realizing the
actual necessary costs of increased
production under guotas established
by the commission.,” To insure this
would mean only one more subsidy
at public expenge. Also “to assist
bhusinesses in procurement of bank
eredits.” Actually. any sound busi-
ness can procui'e bank credits now;
in fact, the banks are bulging with
idle funds seeking a safe investment
in any businesss that is not sick. Wui-
ther, No. 4 would “ensure funds o
cover contimiing costs of operation,
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a production-cost assurance tax of 2
per cent on net value in the major
industries shall be collected by the
governmant” for “maintenance of
the producticn-expansion programs.”
Thus business is to he taxed in order
to expand itseil. This is bootstrap
lifting "in reversa.
3 L

Commission 5 (Board of Banking
Governors}—*"“ihe Tapital Issues
Banking System applies to institu-
tions of investment banking and un-
derwriting only.” Here is one more
high-sounding agency that at first
glance seems to offer a correction
oi abuses in the banl«:ing gystem, but
actually is limited to doing just about
what the Securities' and HExchange
Commisgion now does, with the ex-
ception that it can imake capital
loans. It assumes, of course, that
such loans are needed, regardiess of
21 the incentive given by the Roose-
velt administration to indusiry to
sxpand, lhrough loans, subsidy and
othefwize. The faet thal credit to
sick borrowers who may never pay
back has already been overdone dJoes
not gcour 10 those who framed . this
proposal. Where a dollar.is to be
made, ihere Investment will flow,
abways, without such an institution
as thig.  If monev-dending holds the
Key v, we would have been
out of the depression long ago. What
i lacking i3 not oredit, but sound
business behing the borrowing, As-
suming thal banking facjlities -may
he the great lsck of Ameriea (which

The

Lo recoyny

Tie City of Philadelphin, like
most of our cities, needs maeve rev-
enua. The city fathers considered
thise plans for obiaining this: first,
an increass in the present fax rate
;n reals sxtates; . sec and, & :,aies 1@};,
dhird, tan  income  1ax fiilmg
‘garned incomes,”

The real esiale owners protested
vigorously against -any increase in
the preseni real
per FL6E00; and;
vared wikh ofhorn «of

4 dow ongs {aking

although as com-
rate is
our thiriesn

w3 ihis

“merce,

estate tax (SLT70

larg- -

is not #0), then these planners are
appi‘oa.ching ihe subject timidly, in-
deed, with =such a milk-and-water
program a% this, I the government
is to go inte banking directly, it
might start with its present Postal
Savings Bank snd permit loans and
the issuance of checks thera. That
would requive no imposing new agen-
ey. ‘

Commission & (Licensing system
through industrial Reconstruction
Commission)—-“No articles, commo-
dities or goods produced in the major
industries shalf be shipped, transport-
ed or delivered in interstate com-
if produaced, manufactured,
processed or disiributed by any busi-
ness which has npt been licensed
by the Indusirial Reconstruction
Commission.” Just one more licens-
ing, bampering, fining scheme of
which the couniry has seen too much
in recent yunis. More interference
with trade, '

This is the sum tokal of the plan
which the Awmerican Associdtion’ for
Feonomic Freedom offers’ for the
salvation of democracy in this hour
of trial. Fis claim is: “For the spec-
ific plan. outlined herein, it may be
said that i is a complete proposal
21 all legislative details and  forms.
it lesves nothing ‘to be worked ouf’
--a weakness of most of the p_léms
thus far presented fo the Congress
amd called io public notice.” This
s apparenily said seriously, without
humor. This is {he panacea &ffered
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for “an ecomomy of abundance.”
R

Need anything more be said? Here
is a ‘program seriously offered,
couched in magnificent, polysyiiahic
words, seizing on catch phrases
such a3 “economy of abundance” to
impress American liberals whiie pro-
posing a battery of commissions em-
powered to do nothing except hinder
and harmper trade and extend sz few
loans, ike latter not even a drep in
the bucket compared with ihose sx-
tended by the New Deal. There is
no whisper of menopoly hers, no at-
tack on exploitation, no suggesiion
of ending unemployment with jobs,
1o method advanced  for increasing
purchasing power. It would appear
that the eminent sponsvrs of the.
American Asseciation for lconomic
Freedom have heen bhunioed, In-
stead of economis freedow, what is
offered is i‘urthp-- economic penaliz-
ing ang restriction, Instead of braad,
the hungry sre given & sione, The
mounizin has labored and brought
forth a gnat,

E ] #

It is unfortunate, indeed, that men
of such humanitarian  insiinets do
not realize the reIa,taun netween job-
lessness and & locked-up Harth {mon-
opolized natural rescurces), and that
any real move for cconotuic fraedom
must begin with a correction of a
system of larsl tenvre that pormits
the few 1o conirel the source of
wealth production, making “an sco-
nomy of ;a'éawity“ insvifable.

Case of Phﬂadelphm

By HARGLD SUDELL

er cilizs Pbiladelphis is eleventh on
the Izt apd is :E.S% bhelow the aver-
age) their prolest was heeded and
10 increass in ihe rate was made.

. ’,[‘ho cits iu,?lii.ly ha.d a sales tax
111 op(‘; atzfm for a b

ness done by our large stores ‘and
ithe owners protested against any
revival -of this tax., - Their protest,
100, was heeded. Finally the in-
come tax was selected.

This #ixed at on all
incomes earued Dy boil regidents

WS Tigel

and non-residents in the city, and
with no exemptions. It is to he de-
ducted, like the present Iederai old
age pension tax, at the soures. So
it is, 4o a very large extent, a4 pay-
roll 13,}‘ . i
YifPhe Tabor union’leaders are L,_v;ht-
the law and have hroughi a
number of suits om various pleas
to have the law voided. BHBul, since
in two cases the courts have al-

ing

ready ruled against the wuwions it
los M othe law wili an

under digs

'%aﬂé ihe matier was
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. sus,bmn the  writer ggoestad 1o
,araous cgty officials the expe-iency

of using g modification of the Pitis-

burgh tax plan. This was to double
the present tax rate on land and
to  cut the tax xat_e on : buildings
23%.  This would have wielded
30 to 40% nore revenue than the
present * real estate  tax produces,
and would do this without increas-
ing the taxes paid by most of the
small property owners. {Other
Georgists suggested similar methods
but no heed whatsoever was given
to any of these -plans. = The labor
union - otficials, . who opposed the
payroll tax, were alse. approached;
but, while they seemed interested,
they ook ne -action in regard tg the
guggewtmn nor did they  ofier a.n’y
practical auzbcstltute for the tax they
were opposing, .

It is piain te be seen.- tha,t this
levy will put a fzr heavier tax-bur-
den on the workers and on. the
small property  owners than . would
a rise in the present real sstate lax,
not to say anything about the plans
we offered. A worker earning 330
per . week - Will pay $23.4O - per
vear.

The plan adopted, ‘Lamno" as 1t does
* résidents and mm-resmcnts..a_.hke! is

highly wunjust, particulaily “to the
- non-residents, since they, while sup-
porting their home communities,

will also be-taxed heavily to help- to
support this.city. '

Street - votes, now. being taken
for and against the moeasure, show
an - overwhelming majority against
it” (33 o 1}; unfortunately, most
of those opposing the incoms lax
have nothing better to offer in its
place. There iz no active sentiment
in favor of the . sensible plan . of
collecting Philadeiphia’s needed rev-
ende frem the rent of that “Golden
Barth” on which the city stands.

The labor leaders threaten to call
a strike of all unionists against the
law claiming that it-is a 1% %
red:;q,h{m in wage rates. This isan X-

eilent object ieasen for those
whilte advocaling 1and value taxa\tm}l
also oifer apologies for taxes on in-
comes, either as a short term prog-
-vam or as an additional form .of
revenue. Philadeiphia has proved
that income taxation can and will
be extended o wages..

. than 100 per . ccat of the rwent
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84

By MATHER SMITH

There gppearcd in the Awgasi, 1939,
issne of The Freomun an article by Sandy
Wise entitled “Johannesburg: An- Eco-
nemic Ervor.” Several of owur  readexs,
from Canada asd ¥aogland, took sharp
issne  with this article, in  which the
anthor pointed oui thaf “Tand Value
Taxatien"ﬂmre {(Fohunnesburg) has proved
that tand - vaime faxalion is mot what
Henzy George advecated.” Fn that eity,
Mr, Wise aygond, ihe presenmee of land
s cu}atmn! Beavy fayes on mdustry, and
dire poverly, indicafed “that a "tax on
iand valoes amounting to anything less
defeats
the very purpase whieh Gwrge had '’ in
Ylli!l.

i deierence ie the ecriticisms reeeived
we songht information from The Farmers’
and - Workexs’ | Pariy of Sounth Africa,
Mather ' 8Smith, secretary. Mr. Smith is
siso Editor of the Gesrgist publication,
“The Free People.” The 1]lu.mma.tmg let-
ter herewith reprinted is the result.

Appended to this ietter are some fiscal
statistics for the City of Johannesburg.
The ~ total of assessed land values is
about - fifty million poonds, 1mprovemcnt
values .sicty =nine millien peunds. The
total of taxes collecied is 5,254,800 yuuuds.
The tax rate iz iherefore svmewhat over
4 per cent,

Dear Mr. Chodorov: I have just re-
ceived your enguiry of the 20tk of
August. - Yes, we agree with Sandy
Wise.

. The Transvaal - Site-Values Ratmg
Act was drawn up by our chair-
man, ¥, A 'W. Lucag, when ‘he was
Chajrman of the Trangvaal Labor
Party, about 1914, He wanted a
ralz. on the annual  (remtal) value,
instead of on the capital value, but
ihe others would.not agree.’ We then
thought that more and more would
be itaken until the most of the capi-
tal:value ‘disappeared. But is haswt
worked. There is no doubt but that
the rate, especizlly when first intro-
duced, had a good.effect and helped
to force building land into use. It
was ome tirne here, I think, up to 10
pﬂnce or 1 shﬂhno; m”theapeund

so voted 'for a reductwn from 5
pence 4o-4 penee last year which
shows that they now k:now nothmg

»about the question.

(It seems thet im Johannesburg, as in
Pittsburgh and other places where Hm-
ited - tand - value taxation. has bheen. imsti-

tuted, an increase in the rate did not
automatically follow, as is so often pre-
dicted by *Single  Taxers.” It was re-
duced in Mr, Smith’s city., Which secins
to bear out the contention of. the “hun-
dred per ceniers” of the Sandy Wise
stripe—Editor.) -

When South Africa went off gold,
about six years ago, fhere was
much increage in mining.  Aban-
doned mines .started up again and
new mines were opened uUp on a
very large scale. This led, too, fo
a building boom on the Reef and al-
80, to a lesser exteut, in all the larg-
er manufacturing towns, which led
to. & demand . for skifled Europeans
and wunskilled native labor. Many

skilled" men arrived . from Brifain,

Holland, - and elsewhere, but the
baom slackened off about six months
ago although house and shop rents
are still very high.

- I-first came te Johanneshurg in
1886—43 years ago. This was little
more than g mining camp in those
days, yet much of the ocid town is
just as it was  thep, excent ihat
parts that were.then respectabie are
now shimg. There are slums within
100 yards or-so’of the business part
of the city, and the same one-story
buildings I knew in ’96. These ara
now gwarming with hwnan beings
and no doubt, vermin of all so
The City has spread enormousiy
gince ‘96 -and new  covers .{that is
the municipal area) 84 square miles,
But Balf -the old Johanmesburg I
knew ig now more or less a slumm.

There is 1o dole here, as in Britain,, -
but the Government has all
sorts of semi-charitable relief-work
schemes. The mnatives “workk on

the z'ailwéy and in the fowns for
about £3-to-4 a month, on which a
white

man cannot live. So many
5 uere pufloff ihe raliwa.ya -
Ive i i‘hev could’ ndt Imd s0Ine
other work——and unsklllcd_ w]:ute:,; =t
4 higher wage, put®in iheir places
some 14 vears a.gﬂ ';‘Then: there ars
government irrigéztiqi_; achemes, etc,
on which whites only are employed
at a wags of 3 shillings and six pence
to about & shillings and 6 pence =
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duy. Skilled Yuropeans {(buiiders,
engineers, efe.) get about 3 shillings
and 6 pence an hour. _ .

Most of our nalives have some

claim (o tribal land on which they

cun grow most of their own food,
but there is a growing army of de-
trihalized natives whe compete with
the imskilled whites, The latter #re
nearlty 1004 Afrikaner (that i3

Boer) and keep on pouring inic the .

towns from the farms. There must
hiave been at least 100 of these stand-
ing at the Labor Bureau (rying to
get work at any wage when I passed

Jthers this merning., And in every

large town it will be the same. I
nead not explain to you how eco-
nomic forees are pushing them off

_ihe farming land, but the natives

on the farms have o work for next
fo nothing (fen shillings a month

with less than half a bag of maize
per month In the Cape Colony
znd Free Sfate), so that the HBurop-

. wan (old Boer) farmers who have

lost their hold on the iand cannot
compete with them., We now have
ahout 400,000 poor whites out of =z
Eurepean population of ahout 2,006 -
GO0, Their  position, under pregent
conditions,” is hopele Charities and
relef-works pauperize them.

Conditions ave considerably worse
since the war started. The building
trade is almost at o standstill and
there have been at least 400 to 500
men at the Labor Bureau secking
relief work for ihe past weel or
two. 'They were told that the Muni-
cipality would fake on 326 at 7 or
8 shillings a4 day, but nothing has
wet been. done. Asd prices are ris-
ing. h

Mistakes Don’t Work

A Sermon

By JANEY BANKIN ATHKEN

YWhile continuing to be very ac-
tive in the support of whal we o
sider right things, we may profii-
ably pause io reassure ourselves
philozophically from time to time,
lest we fall into defeatism, despair,
and s futile complaining which. is
almost werse than either. Perens
nially we need Lo have 4 few hasic’
ethical facts restated.

1. People ave sufficiently infelli-
gent to perceive and to follow their
own benetit.

2. Social means determine social
ends.

3. People cannot he scared into
Heaven, .

Numbser one we consider—but oft-
en only in regard ifo selfish inter-
esis, The landowner we are too
Yikely 1o feel hnows enough to per-
ceive and to attain his own ends—
but not the Georgist, Predatory in-
terests, we tell ourselves, are skill-
ful, while altruistic interests are in-
ept, 1 want to submit thal this is
not true, and that believing it te be
true is the only sure way to the de-
feat of the (Georgist cause.

Wumber iwo is the opposite of the
principle on which is based the think-
ing of totslitarians of all shades of
prisguidedness. Fhelr “economic de-

terminism” is the docirine that the
e justifies the means—that you can
make a good cake with mouldy eggs,
or a good chair with rolten sticks.
Does it work? Look at Russia with
its armies in refreat before deter-
mined, active, unintimidaied inde-
pendence; or iook at Germany, with
itz people disintegraling into slow
sltarvation and privation cauvsed di-
rectly by the errors of s economic
thinking. 7The plain fact is that
mistakes don’t work and the only
circamstances under which they can
seem to work are (a) if we are igno-
rant of therm, (b) if we are afraid
of them.

Number three iz most important
hecause scaring society into heaven
is ‘50 precisely whai many of us in
the HGSSS are trying to do. Scar-
ing people into heaven, enslaving
them into heaven iz what the Com-~
mmigts have for years been frying
to do, Tt mav be effective in secur~
ing temporary power, taimporary dic-
tatorship, for the head seare-mong-
er., It never can work in geiting
us rank-and-filers closer to heaven.

Taking the short view, we often
see mistakes rampant and effective.
Vary well, we must taks ths long
view, never deluding ourselves into
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thinking that we or society have aol
got encugh time to improve in. We
have eternity in which to establizh
justice, and the inevitable, deliber-
awte, grand processes of justice march
on and work where the peity futii-
ity of evil moulders into orlivien.

We must refuse {o get excited or
digmuayed by mistakes.  Afier afl
past ages have geen mistakes appar-
ently rampant, landowners in su-
preme poawer, absolutists heing ab-
solute—and then a Magna Charta
or g Reform Biil or g French Rev-
clution has come along and sowed o
whole new crop of righiness and
mistakes, Soclety has survived ihe
mistakes, Boclety is tough,

Soclety is tough, but society is
not impervicus to progress amnd ed-
ucation. Moreover, selfish interss
are inept just pecnnse lhey are self-
ish, and the more successful they
are, the more glaringly their mis-
takes are certain ito appear. Too
oftenn we talk as if greed and self-
ishness kaew more than common
sense  and  freedom.  Well, some-
timiey it may seem that they do, but
it is only appearance. It is not {rue

Somelimes it pays to have good
aims and to keep guiel about them.
The “Headers' Digest” has bullt up
an  all-time  largest. periodical cir-
culation by stressing the construec-
tive and playing down defeatismt and
faith in evil, RBul it never adver-
tises the fact. ’

We can see that our Hocialist and
Communist brothers are bealing s
steasy man in {heir doctrine of class
warfare, since in fact ithe interesis
of producers are identicsl, whether
they call ithemselves capitalists or
laborers. But ean we see ihat the
interests of land owner and tenant
are hLagically identical, sines sach
must profit by prospevity and free-
dom in the community? Do we all
realize that it is ignorance fivst last
and all the time which is our en-
emy, apd not any individual or or-
ganization? Do we recoghize in all
humanity, including  landlords, the
urge toward social progress and
wellk-heing  which needs only te be
instructed and enlightened in order
to  imsure  the establishment of
Georgist principtes?

Mistakes never work., That is the
egseniial nature of a mistake
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SIDNEY J, ABELBON

o oseems  that  in thes eoliggznns 1
bave  dmparted my calm reasoned  ro-
flections on curvent sconemic literature
with an cagermesg that has been mis-
taken for acerbity on the loose, Now
in ihe matier of priticis a qu
tion  whether feeling  preced . reason-
ing or vice wor For-my part, I tey
to reserve Judgment wntil a1l the =vi-
e, prooand con, Iz oin; and then I
orma conelusions, st that poing unleash-

3
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ing oy convietions, 1o wpraise or blame -

in the intensity warranied, as I see if,
by the facts.

You will say that this pattern of pro-
cedbire 15 one' to which no morial can
adhere with,- any degree of perfection;
aud to. this ¥ readily agree. Yet it is
a pailern fo which I aspirs and 1 am
willing at all limes fo ecniertain evideucoe
of wy fatlure. The Book Trail haz s
Uweleoma”™  sign out o those able to
prove F ool na, dn gualily or in
intengity  of expression, are unjustifisd
Py the Taota,

T believe it dg a mistalke,
a2z well as i logis, to
writings as the sole reposiiory of truth,
in apite of my belief that ihe auihor
of  “Progr and  Poverty” has estab-
lished & covering docivine In sconomics
il soed of  iacontestable validity
and incoraparable  perspicacity, Sal it
iz one thing td adiit the human fallibil-
iy of e and apothor to admit dis-
progEl of hiz conclusions., 1 have not
vel ssen an attack on George which
sheok hig doetrines in any fundamental
1.
sy whal s wrong with  economis
thinking today i3 iis tack of covering
doctrine, I have had occasion to speak
of  current  swriters  ss make-it-up-as-
vot-go-alnng  ec T They  write
without basle  guidance,  substitwiing

#rallstios of evanescent or superficial na- .

ture Tor bazie theory or natural Jaw.
They mistake the respectabllity of acad-
e O € ial approval for the starmp
of seieatific approbation. i
There is a crying nced for econcowmic
wiitings which reeasure given problems
with the laws of nebure snd which aiil-
e covering  doctrine for practical pue-

Trignd,

Feople: The Guonlity and Qual-
ity of Popujation.” (Heny Holt &  Co.
003, Henry Pralt ¥Fajrchild -publishes

an  excellent popular diseussion of the -

subject. Here iz a book which becausse

of itz caveful drganizailion and  elarity

can be rexd with profit even by these
who have advanced beyond the elemen-
dy In this ficld,

wrofit will derive from

tary slage of
Sume of this

Ten ed Py

e fent

unwarrantsd assumptions snd  eonclu-

sions. He says, “There is obviously a
point at which, gziven a certain eguip-
ment of Yand and economic culture, the
population is exactly right to maintain
the maximum level of living.” . This
is ap example of what I mean by think-
ing without benefit of a covering doc-
trine. If Fairchuld kept in mind the
fundamental axiom that  “man’s desires
are unlimited” hs would be incapable
of using suwech 2 phrase as “‘maximum
level of living,” o

Moreover he assumes “‘a certain eguip-
ment of land and economic equipment’;
but these are two faclors which are not
ard never will be guantitatively and
gualitatively statie {rom the point of
vinw of capacily fo sustain human life.
Today, of course, i nge of land is
reziricted by the institution of private
landlordisne;  and  subsistence thaories

“based on artificiai vestrietions of this

nature  will themselves be  tinrealistic.
But even i we extend ouf ressoning
to assume that ail the land area of the
world were freely gvailable for produc-
tion, land wouwld still not constitute a

fixed quantity as far as polentialities of -

production are concerned.

Man's capacily to nsform the free
wifts of naturs inio effective. articles of
weaith iz truly unlimited and unpredic-
table.  Chemical agriculture is already
an  cetablished fact; and 2 man who
denios the possibility of {inding a chem-
ieal substifute for, . whealt or sgome
other basic commodity, would be rash
indesad.

At any given time s nation or an area
may be “‘overpopulated” in the same
way thut at a given time an individual
muy he sick, In thix zense the United
Statez with &n  unemployed army of
10.000,00¢ men and syomen iz “overpopu-
lated.” " ¥et no one in possession -of .the
elementary facts would =ay that the
area of the United States is incapable
of sustaining its populaticn of 130,0090.-

06, or, ior that maiter, of keeping in

high comfort an incieased population of
200,000,000 or more. What i signified
by our widespresd sinemployment is not
the inecapacity of land and the arts of
production, - bul the inesffeciiveness of
our social ai‘rangements for ihe use of
thage factors. -
Fairchild makes this very point, (with
respect to the T, . A} but attributes
our economic instability ito faults of the

“capitalist system.”” which, he says, “‘has -

proved itself to he a system of restrie-

-tion . and scarciiy.” Yot Belgium, a

country of high capitslist development
lives in comparative prosperity with a
Ppopulation density of 691 por square mile,

while India, where capitalistic develop- -

ment is stll of a Ilow order lives in ab-
ject poverty with a population density of
only 195 per sguare mile.

Obvicusly ~there is a faetor involved
which counts for more than the mere

fact of population guantity—and "I sus-.

pect that this factor might bé called
Fraadom  of enterpride” : .

2

From the -Columbia University FProus
comes an dimost steady stream of hook
having exceptional merit. I recently
viewnd brieily Professor Cole’s mus
ful survey of mercantilism, (“Cotier
and@ a Ceniury of Mercantilism’™), T
now have before me, from 1the zams
publizher, Lawrence A. Harper's “The
English Navigation Laws: A Seventeanih-
Century Hxperiment in Social Mngisesr-
ing,”  {$3.75), - a volume embodying
search on s more ambitions scale, ag
far as I know, than has ever bafare
been  attempted in  this subject. The
English Navigation Laws, as an axpros-

sion of the mercantilist doctrines of-

the dey, play=d an importani role in
the efforts then made at “social en-
gineering,”” and thws provide, or shouid
provide, either guiflance or warning for
the secial planners of our ‘day.

Tk % L

Another recent book dealing with mer-
cantiligt theoriss bnd social " planning
ideas is “William Penn as Social Phil-
osopher,” by Bdward €. Q. Beatty, (Col-
umbia University Press, $3.50.) “Wiat-
ever were the abilities of Tthe Quaekor
founder of Pennsylvania his ambiiion:
were certainly versatile. Professor Bout-
ty sels forth Penn’s views on the then
current theories concerning the geoif-
sufficient state, mercantilism, paternai-
ism, racial eguality, charity and a nam-
ber of cother questions which have st
vet besn answered,

. [

B8till ancther Columbia University Fress
boolk  presenting valuable
though not on so comprehensive o
is Michael T. Wermel's “The 1
tion of the Classical Wags Theory.”
(32.25) Here is an illuminating survey
of “the cruel and iron ‘law of wages”
in its theoretical conespts as developod
from its carly . beginnings fo HryE-
tallization in the Ricardian doctring,

L 3 B

LA CUESTION OBRERA 4 Henry
George. Traduccion, Prologe ¥ Nolas de
C. Villalobos Dominguer. Bditorial Clar
dad, Buenoz Alres. 3L40 (Argentine

TENCY).

Dr. . Villalobos Dominguez, protos-
sor o ihe Faculty of Physical, WNatural
and Mract Heiences of the Ifniversity of
Buenos  Alres, has published hiz new

“translation  of Henry George's “'The

Conditinn of Labor,” the economizt and
social philbsopher's reply to the encyoii-
cal “"Rorum  Novarum™ of Pope Leo
XITL.  Frofessor  Villalobos Dominguesz,
one of the teading members of o ddge
tinguished  growdp of Seuih  Americans
who  have been  indefatizable in thsaiz

labors for the Georgist cause, and the -

author "of tho scholarly work, *l.a Ap-
ropriacion  Sosial de Ja Tlerra.” i 1o
be congratulated on this  iranslation.
Thanks to his painstaking study of the
text and his facility in languages, ha
has approached George’s ewxact meaning
more closely than the earlier transtators,
even mors than the Madrid edi-
tlon  poed Ly tha noted £ i

bk
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sohelars, Baldomem Argente, ehto}* of -,
La Reforma Social, and “Francisco: Bel-’

tran,. ‘The volume zlso éantains a trans-

latin of T, . John Dewey's trihuis

io Gacrge from “*Sipnificant Paragraphs
from Prograss ahd Poverty,” a 3l-page
introduction by the translator, para-
graphs from the Suprems Pontiff’s en~
cyclical newly transiated, and mnotes
which help 0 eonvey the meaning of
the encyélical’s Inglish: translation--the
ons with  which *’}r-orge warked—to the
Spatiish reader. .
tn his introduction the transtator ex-
pluing that thiz work of. George has the
virtue of being & compendium of his es-
gential  doetrines, and therefore is a
ugaful work for iniroducing Grorge to
new readers. Indeed, in this respect
“rhe Condition of Iabor'” hag rivaled
“Zneial Problems.’” 'The transiator’s re-
marks on the book and its occasion are
provocative but this i3 no place for
dnctrinal discussion: His commenis on
Catholic  gocial philosophy in  general
and Pope: Leo’s contribwtion in particu-
lar are hizhly debatable, and his ac-
count of the excommunication and re-
habilitation of -Dr., Edward MeGlynn - id
deawn from obsolete material. - Apart
from this, howsover, his summary of
Grorge's life and of the significance
of his work should be invaluvable to
Spanish readers.
- WIEL LISSNER

i &
Books Reesived

How Sireng s Britsin? By O I
mi Pickler, Veritas Press. 32.50.° An
estimate of the politienl. economiec and
military strength of the Eritish Empire,
by & (German journalist. Tl’anslaled

£l & k3

The Dispesitien of Loyalist Batates in
the Sewmihern District of ihe Siate of
WHew York. By Harry B, Ymshpe Ph. D.
Columbia  Universily  Prass, 5275, A
study of the redistribulion of Tory Tand-
s wealih by the Revolullonary govert-
ment of New York.

o #® £ . .

The %ading of Heredifsry American
F¥ortupes, By Custavus Myoers,  Julian
Meussher, Isme.  $3.50.

- T .

‘Dividends to Pay. By B D. Kennedy.
Beynal & Hiteheock, 3350, A study of
ﬁrpressmnq and gn analvals of fpros-
perily' hased on the escord of norpomte
1 e0Ees,

& o8 %

Wilitary Streagth of ithe Powers. By
'M"w Werner, Modern Apge Books.. lm-..
c#4 qpoted rilitary auﬂmntv diz
Germany, I‘m.ly Fapan, Polfu,d
Russia; Croat Beitain  France, and the
Tinited Stales in thair prtentialities as
hellizerents.

P L E

“Wonetary Expériments. By Richard A
Lesior, Princeton Usiversity Press. 3359,
An historical survey of early American
and rTecent Seandinavian elforis to over-
OIS :J.i»pr?"' sions thmuah manetaly man-

ipulaticon.

W A

Getiing and Fpending: The ABC of
Feonomies. By Mildred Adams. The
Maemilian Company, .60, A new vob-
wme in “The Peopled Library’” intended
“ta give the reader o heslthy  doubt
aboul 411 g omisis . . A mfw

i i i

LA C. Ma.ttnson, Jr.

Tides. ju the Afiaiss vt Mon: An Ap-'

proach  $o. the Appraisai of . Econeie
Changé. By [dgar Lawrence Smith, Ths
Macmeillah Co, ‘;,2 An exainination, sup-
ported by 2 charts and 21 tables, -of
Tthe tidsl ebb-and flow of Inass psy-

- chology 'as a fundamental . fastor in the

busidess cyele,””
& g *

Flmm(-mg Eeonomie Seenrity in the
United States. By Wililam Withers, As-
sistant Professor  of Fconomiics, Queéens
Cotlege, Columbia Univerzity Preéss. $2.75.
A review of American ralief and seeurity
programs and an analvsis of the  asso-
ciated financial prob}f-mc,.

America Retmrn' A, Plan for Deeen-
{ratization of Industry. By Raiph L,
“Wuuci%. Longmans, Green & Co.  §$3.00,
A commentary on the social and eco-
nemic wagte of Metropolis  (containing)
ot and  observations that would s de-
lieht ths bonsier of Main Street  and
sadden ihe big m‘.y realtm- "

‘Marxism: An Autn;usw By Hennr Ban-
ford Parkes. Houghfon Mifflin’ Com-
pany. $3.00, A fheoretica] and - histori-
cal demonstralion of Marxisi errors of
thinking, and 3 presentaiion of the au-
thor's pelief that solution of our social
probisms lies ia the prpsermtxon of the
frea - market.

. Ll @

Fdueation for Demsersey.” Burean, of
Publications. Teachers Colisge, Usolum=
bis Dniversity. 3$2.50. Addressed befofe
the Congresy. on Rducation for Demod-
racy hald at Teschers College, Coiumbia
Tniversity, A‘uzhst }ﬁaﬂ

¥nternational Se(-umh, Chicago  Uni-
versily Press, $2.00. Fivs Harris Foun-
daticn leciures, by Hduard Benss, Ar-
thiur Feiler a,mise }Eiﬂj;htf;n Coulborn.

Faw Materials Biblisgraphy by United
States ‘Fariff Comimission. The Commis-
=;irm Washingion, In this mimeographed
publication the commission and ity 1i-
prarvians inclwde Bbibliographic vefarences
io 798 publications and documents re i t-
ing" to. selected raw materials snd basic
seonomic resources, and a topical index,
It covers much of the current literaiure
of the subdject but there are significant
oyplissinmas, The serjious student will find
it i‘ﬁpfu‘é

L3 o &

& memmv Wtereha,nf ot ®i, Lenis mm-
1520, The Business Carser of Christian
Wzlt by - Sister Marietta Jemnings, C. 3,
I.0 Ph Tr. Columbia Universily Press
S?.'.SO. An account of trade in the early
days of the Mid-Wast.

The Freeman

A Montkly Critical Journal of Secial and Ectomic Affeirs ©

- Fditor: Frank Chodorov
Associzte Kditers:
Sidney J. Abelsor Yohn Lawrence Monroe
‘JFi Mafitrini - Harry Gunisofi Brown
Tredway . Matieson Sandy Wise
C. O. Steele

ﬂ »t Ll

The Fresman doss not necessanly en-
darse - opinions m{pqued in digned or
initinled confributions of staidmerits In
news reports, assuring the widest free-
dom of expression to its writers, Con-
tributions cofisistent with the policy of
The-‘.Freeinat; sre weicomed; no payment

3 made, for the editors and writers
s*onttibute thenr wervices as @ lving en-

dowment to the ocansa for which The

Freeman stands.
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Speakers Bureau Rseperts

Miss Doroiby Sara, Hecretary of B
Speakers  Buresd, reports following  en-
gagements. :

Dec. 14—Mofris Van Veen al Young
People’s ILeague of Workman's Circle,
N, Y, on *““The Labor Guestion™

Dec, 17—W. L. Hall (Newark HGSHES)
at  Westmingter Presbyterian  Church,
}’loorrf;nld N.-1., on “A Foundation for
Heligion.’

Des., 20--Morriz Van Veen at Temple
Ciun, | Ocean Parkway JeWish Center,
Brooklyn, on '“The Cauge of Poverty "

Jam. §—Dr. $. A. Schneidinan at The
Jewish Ort, Eust - Midwood Temple,
Erooklyn, on “What Does .the World
Offer?'” ’

Fan. 9-Morris Van Veen at Hamitton -

Community Council, N. ¥, on "How io
Aholigh Poverty.” |
Jan, 10——Hem°y ‘A. Lowenberg at Yon-
kers League of Women Voters, Yonkers,
N, Y..‘cm “Taxation-—Just or Unjust.””
dan. 12-Fmanvel Chopet at Friday
Nigh’t Fres  Forum, Wadding Templs,
N: ¥,, on "Ta*{atmn——Ju,»t or Unjust,””
Jan. 2I—W. L. Hall (Newark HGS83)
at - Bpiscopil Chureh,’ Hasbrouck Heights,
N, J., on ‘Taxetion--Just or Unjust.”
Jan. 23-M. B, Thomsorl at Contem-
porary - Forum, The  Dome HRendezvous,

+ 430 Sth Ave, N. ¥, on “Phe  Class

Struggle—-—h or What?'".

Advanced Bites Booked:

Feb, H-M. B. Thomson at Maphalion
Beach Jewizh Center, 6 West End Ave.,
onokiyn* on “Fc‘uca{ionw’?he Patl of
Erongmic Dernoeracy.”

. Feb, 26-Reginald Zulles al Penthouse
Cluh,” f.ondon Terrace, N ¥, on s
Dnme)craov e Lost Causad”

De Witt Bell at Hartford

HARTFORD Conn—raduation  &xer-
ciges Jor 41 sludents of the Hartford
Extension wers beld December 16, 1553
at the Hartford ¥. M..C. 4. De Wikt
Bell, of the New, York faculiy, spoke on
the fallacles ib~ the teachingd of con-
temporary eoilege “poondmists . Quoting
Tram vanous prmeswrs “books, Mr. Bell
startled - the” menung by T ihe obviouy
lack of logie, @3 weu &3 the sxﬂ{-mn»
tradietions ‘in these texts

Clajining the.t “we've failad in teach-

ing if. we hzvén't been abla to give
you an idea of a betier world,” Nathan
Hillman, extension. director, urged_ ihe
graduntes - to- view the world . through
the eyes of Henry. George—philosopher
and - economist, The -clasy speakers on
the prograwm- were Philip - Bauner, Wil-
lists Forinsky, Luther W. Murpny and
Mre. Gertrude Smith. .

The ‘Hariford eéxtension nas mors
then 250 gradusies. & clags i being
inaugurated Jamvary 15 in Glastonbury,
and an advance course in “Proieciion or
Free. Trade” 15 1o be inatilmied Jasve-
ary 25,
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NEWS OF THE CRUSADE FOR ECONOMIC ENLIGHTENMENT = .

Edited by Sandy Wise

Georgist Answers Ford; Letier Writers Busy;
And the Contest For Better Letters Continues

NEW YORK-—an old wewspaper ax- sent to R J. Manfrini, New TYork City,
iom  is thet just as  editoriat palicie'sw E. W. Stiffey, Heaver Fulls, Pa., Gran-

awdy  public opinion, so de letters te  ville A_nder_sol?,r Irvingion, N. J. and
adifors laghion e ditorial attitudes. Harold V. Childs, Berwysn, Il

Therefore. the current attempt by this Mr, Manfrini’s letter in the New York
eoiumn i rouse Goorgisis everywhere  Times, given seven inches of  dpace,
to write to radio, megazine and news- | stressed the relationship @ heiween eco-
paper editors {or any other person re- nomic planning and inturpational trade
sponsinle for conveying information to  harriers.
the puplic). Aside from the actual work Mr. Stiffey, whose leiter wag pub-
of the School, nothing 8 so effective lished in the Pitisiburgh  Post-Gazette,
in. distwrbing the equanimity of our  ©obtained special place on the editorial
pédarosues and demagogues, and bring-  page. The letter, which pointy out that
ing 10 their attentfon the fact that there  OUr democracy Is retarded through our
s un wetive body eof Georgists con- nability to atfaln economic independence
stantly fighting for freedom, because of private land ownership, Tuns
; . for two columng, mentions “Progress ahd
Poverty.”

Harokd V. Childs elaims that his letter
in the Chicago Herald-Arnerican is his
first. He has heen hies with an un-
common gmoent of succesg and ghould
redouble his efforts. FHis lsiter takes
exception fo the ail ioc common trick
ning Honr—rated 5 reply assuring Mr, of . grouping Georgism with Towasend-
Slacklosk it would be brought o Mr.  1sm Marscism,” et at”

Frrd's  atténtion. My, Blacklock i3 to (rra.nzile Anderson ferwarded a clipp-
be copzratuiated for his sineerity  and mg of  his letter, that was given about
splendid  perlormance. nige inches in the Irvingien Herald.

: M Anderfon”landed the editorial which
stated that In;order to combar Commun-
ism we mustorefiars.io o emt of pri-
Vate enterprlse.-

From Hobert H. Bludddosk of Irving-
ten, M. 5., eomes z leiter with roplds
of lotters he had sent to Henry ¥ord,
the Newark Beening News and the N. T
Lumherman’s Aseociation. The letier to
s Mr. Ford--s reply 1o s falk by WL T,
Cameron on Mr. Ford's SBunday HEee-

: Tatiers Géd Mewspapor Space
CNEW TORK—Prizes for  letisers pub-
wedr during the last wwonth have been
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Bob Cl&ncy Gr_oea Up

NE’W YORK—The Woris fof gxpe«dxtmg
the mails heretofore dona by Robert
Clancy will heneeforth he dnne by Viadi-
mir Strach, for Bob has hesn upped to
the staff of “Land and Fr Al
though ke will still supervise the School’s

Wm'i«:ing‘- I New. efersey
NEW- .Y()RK—In Jine” with ithe bpolicy
of ihe Hcheool to extend the educéational
cumpaipn ag fast ‘ay i finds Wil permit,
4 Teresa MeCarthy, who for over
ihres vears. has carried on se efficiently
wd school secretary at-headowarters, has
roen asgignad by the ‘Trustees o the library, hig fellow-workers will miss his
k v of developing elasses in New Jer- untiring uwsefulness and his cheery pres-
for the present. If time and finances ence, whiie ‘welcoming Viad, who had
mit, she will extend hér sotivities been working as a volunicer.
¢ lines to other centers.
During January Miss MceCarthy made
rengements for clagses in thase com-
1 Bloomtield, Daover,, Hlizabeth,
Irvingion, R(.:u:ney, Mont-
Nogith o Artngton, Grange, FPerth
Towacs, Uaion Cily, and West
Newy th She raports that her com-
. to apvear in the:March ¥ree
il Lni:.:]__jrmm *:I\J@!ﬂ. to ,twenty

¥ive Sf. Louis Ciasses

8T. LOUIS, Mo —Noak D. Alper, who
started -a class ¥agt fall, dow has five
clagges in Fundamenia! Feonomics or-
ganized, hesides a class in Prmmples of
International Trade now in process of
fo;'mmv _ Mrs. Jespie 4shrt iz corres-
po*mmg secretary Of the extension. The
classes: = .
Central . Public . beran, ‘Monday, 545

y P B .
Current Tvents Group. . Carondelst Bra,nch be rary, Wednesday.
NEW VOB —Every Wednecday night, 7:45 P, M. ’ B
aean 22, a-.group of students who Cabanne Branch.::Libra.ry, Thurgday,

& r:.zr»piafrvd the  courses . based on 7:45.

nooks dbc.uss current -events, Barr Eranch le‘ary Thursday, 7:45
ght of Georgist philosophy. Sid- P, M, : ;
nelzon, associate ed!tor ef The
ehars g, |

745 BOM.

Claytoi' Cxty Hgll, Reom 25 Tuesda,y,‘

. Jersey. All regue

New Assistant to Director

NEW YORE—The assignment of Miss
MeCarthy to extension work made bos-
sible the additien of Hdwin S. RBoss, for-
merly of Arden, Delaware, to the Schooil
staff, ¥e has faken over the duties of
assgistant to the director.

Mr. Ross, well-known to many Georg-
isfs, was “born in the movement.” His
father took part in the campaigns of Hen-
ry George and was associated with Frark

fephens in the Arden enclave, of which
he was a trusiee for years.

High Schoeol Senior Classes
NEW TYORK-During the month of
Jangary fourteen city high schools dis-
tributed seven thousand snnouncements
of the couwrse in Fundamental Econom-
ics at the HGSESS to {heir semior stu-
dents. Classes for these students will
commence the week of February 5, 1940,
and will be conducted afternoons, eve-
nings, and on Satarday morning,

Boston Area Blanketed
BOSTON, Mass—The following is
a list of the winter Fundamental
classes in this area:
Eoston, 138 Newhury Street, 745
P. M, Monday,

l Boston 138 Newbury Street 745

TtP. M. Tﬁux‘sday
Cambmdge, Pbllhps “Frooks House,

; Harva*d T7:45 P. M. Monday.
Derchester, 'Dorchester Branch Li-

ﬁr&ry, T Arcadia Btreet, 7.45
» PUM, Thursday PR -

Brookline, Public’ Litirary, 361 Wash.---'

mgton Street, 7:45 P. M., Wed.

Somerville, Somerville High School,
Highland Ave., 7:45 P, M. Tues.

Arlington, Robbing Public Library,
695 Massachusetty Avenue, 7145
P. M, Wédnesday.

Medford, Children's Library, = 115
High Street, 7:45 FP. M., Thurs-
day. .

Winchester, American Legion Build-
ing, 84 Wasghington Street, 7:45
P. M. Tuesday.

Woburn, Wohurn Y. M. . A, 555 -

Main Sftreet, 7:45 2. M. Thurs.
Malden, Dowling Building, 2 Pleas-
ant Street, 7:45 P. M. Monday.’

New Jersey Speakers Burean
NEWARE, N. j—K. F. Howell, a2 lo-
cal gradvate,. has. undertaken the devel-
opmenié of a Speakers Bureau for New
5 for spea,xer’s m that

state should be
clo HGESES, '2'44 Bz‘aa& Sfreet Newa:k
M. J. H s
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thcago Area Cevered With Ciasses

2 Wed,, Jan,
. Fri,, Jan. 19—5:30 p.an.

DOWNTOWN

Room 1208, 139 No., Clirk St,
Mon., Jan,, 15—5:30 p.m,
17—6:30 p.m.

NOBTH SBIDE

. NORTH AVE. Y.M.C.A,

1508 N. Larrabee
Tues., Jan. 16—7:30 p.m,

. LINCOLN-BELMONT Y.M.C.A.

2333 N, Marghfield Ave.
Thurs.,, Jan. 18—T7:30 p.m.

- THE PEOPLE'S CHURCH

041 W, Lawrence Ave,
Thurs,, Jan., 18—8:05 p.m.

. ROGERS PARK—EDGEWATER:

Residence of Mrs. Tdith
Siebenmann-—1434 W, H1gh!and
Mon., Jan. 15--8:00 p.m.

WEST SIDE

. AUSTIN Public Library

Thurs.,, Jan. 18—7:00 p.m.

. URBAN LEAGUR

2024 W, Maypole Ave,

. ‘Thuxs., Jan. 18—8:00 p.m.

10:

11.

12,

13.

14,

15,

16.

17.

18.

19,

20

21,

22

24.

JANE ADDAMS Houses
1243 W. Taylor 8t .
Thurs., Jan.  15--7:30 p.m.

S0UTH SIDE

BRYN MAWIL Community Church

7000 8. Jeifery Ave.

Thurs,, Jan, 13—7:30 p.m.
BRAINEED Community Church
&3th & Throop Sis.

Tues., Jan, 16—3:00 p.am.
HYDE PARK-WOODLAWN:
The Cloisters, &%01 Dorchester
Tues., Jan, 16—7:30 pm.
GNGLEWOOD Y.M.CA.

6546 8. Union Ave.

¥Fri., Jan: 19—8:00 pm
IWABARI AV?‘" X.
3763 8. Wabash Ay

"Thurs,, Jen, 18--7:30 p.m.

BUBURBAN :
HIGHLAND PARK High School
Mon., Jan. 15--7:20 p.m.
WINNBTKA Community Houge
620" Lincoin Ave, (Rm. 109}

Tues., Jan. 16—7:30 p.m.
HBVANSTON Public Library

1702 Orrington Ave. .

¥ri., Jan, 12—7.00 p.n,

PARK RIDGE-Mary Wilson -EHouse

CPr ospect. & Crescent

Tues., Jsn. 16—7:30 p.m. .
DS PLAINES . Municipal Bldg.
Thurs., Jan. 18—7:30 pum.

OAK "PARK—RB.P.O. Hiks Hall
Fued,, Jan, 16—7:30 pan,

LOMBARD Village Hall
L Fri, Jan. 19—7:30 p.m.
23,

LA GRANGE Communily Center
104 N, La Grange Rd.

Thurs,, Jan, 18--7:30 p.m.

BLUE IS! AND~B1e1d House
Memeorial Park

Mon., Jan. 15—-7:30 p.m.

. CHICAGO HTs.

Washington School
Tues, Fun, 16--7:50 pam,

10,

12

13.

14,

15,

. LINCOLN-BE

ADVANCED COURBES
DOWNTOWN

. Rem. 1208, 138 N. Clark- St.

Tues,, Jan. 16-—-7:30 p.m.
“Social Probiems” and “‘Protection or
Free Trade™

. Rm,, 1208, 18% W, Clark St

Thurs.,, Jan. 18—7:3¢ p.m.
“Science of Puolitical Xconomy™

. Rm. 1415, 11 3. La Salle St

. Mon., Jan. 15--7:30 p.m,
‘Teachers Training Class

. Rm. 503, 30 N. La Salle 5t,

Thurs., Jan. 15%--7:30 p.m.
“Democracy vi, Socialism

NORTH SIDE

TLMONT YM.CAL

8333 N. Marshkfisld Ave.

Fri., Jan. 1%--7:30 p.m,

“‘Bocial Probicms” and “‘Protection
or Free Trade”

SOULYH SIDE

. BNGLEWOOI: -— Residence of Mrs.

Thos, J. Kaoefa, $208 8. Laflin St
(1500 West) -

Tues., Jan, 15-7:30 p.m.

“Science of Pplitical Xeonomy'™

. HYDE PARE. MNeighborhood Club .

1364 ®., B6th 1.

Wed., Jan. 179--7:30 p.m.

“Social Problems™” and “Protection or
Free Trade”

. BRYN MAWR <{ommunity Chureh

TO00 8, Jeffery Avs.

Thurs.,, Fsn. 15—7:30. p.m.

“Social Problems” and “Protectlon or
Frae Trade’

, WABASH AVE. Y.M.C.A,

38763 3. Wabash Ave.

Moun., Jan., 15—7:30 pan.

“Boein! Problems” and “‘Protection or
Free Trade™

SUBTURBAN
WINNETKA Coemmunity House
620 Lincolu Axve. {Rm. 109)
Wad., Jan, 17- 30 pm,
‘““Social Proplems™ and “Protection or
Free Trade™

. BVANSTON Coilogiate Ingiitute

2408 Orrington

Wed., Jan, 17-7:50 p.m.

“Beiencs of Folitical Teonomy'’

DES PLAINES Mupicipal Building
Fri., Jan. 19—7:30 pan.

“Soeial Probiems” and “Protection or
Free Trade’”

LA GRANGE Community Center
104 N, La Grange Rd.

Thurs., Jan. 13--7:30 p.m.

“Seience of ¥Folitical Hconomy'”
BLUE ISTAND-—Field House,
Memorial Park, Walnut & Highland
Mon., Jan. 15-7:30 p.nm

“Boclal Problems” and “Protection or

Frée Trade” -

CHICAGO HEIGHTS

Washington School

Tues., Jan. 16—7:30 p.m,

'Socla.l Problems’™ and “Protection or

Tree Trade™

‘paper of La Plata,
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NEW YORE—Democ t, o dadly ng
iial f.!.f ik 3
Aires Province, Arvgeniina, - prints in
full on its first, fourth and fifth pages
the addre»:,es of Benvrag Romulo 5. Co-
banera and Luis Denegri at the Hoory
George Centenary celebration held anadoer
the auspices of the National Ieory
Georgs Memorial Commission at  ihe
auditorium: of La JFaculiad e € REE
Economicas, the .Argentine econom
gociation, The - addresses were  Gormpio-
hensive -expositions of George's contri-
butions to economic: and scclal philoas
phy, The hnewspaper, which s
by Georgists, is now in its tenth pear

Phila.: Graduates 1009, Classes
PHILADELPHIA, Pa—At the Iighth
Semi-Annual Commencemani of

ther
Philadelphia Extension, a probable roc-
ord was established in that twe of ithe
classes graduated 100 per cent of their
students,

The excercises were held .in ths
Service Building, January 4, s for-
mal pregram. was. substituted  for the
usual dinner feature. Among the spesk-
ers of the svening were the Flom, Wil-
Ham N, McNair, former Mayor of Pitls-
burgh, Julas tfuedalia, instrucior in Now
York, Miss Anna M., Staubh and il
T. Hagizt, two graduating stindentsa

Fellowship Elects Woodmansee
HARTFORD, Conn,—~New oificers  of
the  Hartford Chapter of  the  Tenry

George Fellowship were  elecied
mesting held Januaary 10, &t ibe

Food Resteurant, 396 Asylum St Liew-
ellyn B, Woodmansgee, president; IHarold
J. Tdebe, vice-president; Donald Farey,
treasursr; and Ann . Martin, s‘;ccz‘mra
The mesting included a debate. ~‘Must
We Chaunge Human Nature Befor: 0
Can Holve Our Feonomic Froblems?,
in which the affirmative was tokon by
Edwin 7. Lesh, the negative by Margar-
et Takaro.

The chapter announces its wwlc!y
noon Round Table discussions .
Monday at the Round Table ilestaur ,ml
16 Asylum St Final arrangemeniz have
hesn made for seven clagses in Prog-
ress and Poverty’ and onc ¢ in
“Demorracy vs. Sociallsm,” during the
winter ssmester.

Pittsburgh Experiments

PITTSBURGH, Pa.—In order to stiru- -~
late =zdditional interest in his cour
“Progrcess and Poverty,” and to b
good atiendance, Fred W. Hacker
nounsed that {hose having a perfoe
attendance record would reccive =
at. the end of the course. Ths gifi was
a ecpy of the Teacher's Manwal. Mr.
Haclker reports that the look of s
appointment of those who hed had ab-
gences challkked- against their records was
so profound that he made a soneceszion:
they foe recoived copies.
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L. .GEORGE R. GEIGER ___|

George Raymond. Geiger, son of Nina
Daly Geiger and Osear . Geiger, found-
er of the G553, wad born in Naw York
City, May 2, 1803

Hg atisnded the public gchools of

New ¥ork City, Columbia Univergity for-

aight years (A, B, 1924; B, Lité, 1925;
M. 3., 1326; and ¥h, ., 1931 HMis un-
_dergraduwite work was Iin Eunglish and
economics, iz TPh.I». in philosophy
was taken under Johm Dewey., iz doc-
tor's thesis became the basis of his
‘*“The Philosophy of -Henry George,”
published by Macmillan in 1923 and
hailed by critics as 4 monument to so-
cial philosephy. Dir. Geiger studied. at
Oxford for several months,

In some ways the most important
part of Dr. Geiger's education came
from *“The Round Table,” a group of
lads brought fogether by his father when
George Raymond was nine years old.
The weekly meetings of this group con-
tinued until most of its members were
out of college. These gatherings gave
the boys practice in public speaking and
analytical thinking—and they dlways
wound up with Henry George. This was
the acorn from which has grown the
HGSSs. 5

Dr. Geiger's teaching career began at
Bradley Polyfechnic Institute, Peoria,
L., in 1928, where he . taught philosophy
and psychology until 1930. From: 1830 to
1934 he was associate professor of phi-
losophy at the University of Iilinois;. he
then returned to Bradley for two years.
In the summer. of 1937 ke taught ece-
nomics at the University of Missouri. In
the fall of 1987 he went. to. Antitch,

where. Jie is now associate professor of

philosophy. B
In 1436 Macmillan published Dz' Ge1—
ger's “Theory of #he FLand Questlon i

Hig “Toward an Chjective Ethies” was
brought out by Antioch Press in 1938,
Hig chapter on ihe political and econom-

" i¢c philosophy of John Dewey appears in

“The Philosophy of John Dewey,” pubr
lished in October, 1939, by Northwestern
Tniversity. .

Dr. Geiger married Miss Louise Jar-
rett in 1934,

Graduates Demand Class

S0UTH HUNTINGTON, L. I.—Former
students of Erie Howlett, whose teach-
ing work, after three successive classes,
terminated a year ago because of bufi-
ness reasons, organized a new -class,
securing a - room ai the Central Migh
School, and induced him to renew hisg
efforts. The class siarted on January 18.
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New York Commenicement

NEW TYORX, N. Y.—Commencemeant
excercises for the graduates of the IHen-
ry George Schaol of Socinl Science will
be held TFuesday, January 30, i the
Engineering Auditorium, 29 West 3%h
St., at 8 . M. ,

Chatrman of the evening will be John
B. English and the speakers " will be
Grover . Loud, who will address the
meeling on “‘Rediscovery of & World's
Land; Jules Guédalia, speaking on
““Applying Principies to Practice” and
Frank' Chodorov, director . of the School,
who will explain how ke is "Mam‘ra:mng
Our Amateur Standing.”

Ag usual there will be refreshments,.
and the charge is fifty cents.

CIRUIE R LI LA T LR L EERL I T T TR T T

An Abridgement

Prgress and Poverty
" done b
Harry Gunnis}(r)n Brown

Chairman, Department of Beonomics,
“Economitc Basis of Tax
“Beonomic  Science and the Common

of Missouri—Author,
Reform,””

University

Welfare,” etc. — ¥For wse as collateral reading in

lus course on taxation.

s 8 book in Henry George s own iimitable
style (not one word added), containing all the
clearly relevant logic, all the best passages, and
a clear and convincing march from point to point
to a conclusion that the reasonably open—mmded
reader simply has to admit seems convincing,

" Says Professor Brown:

“ .. I liops any vesider of
average intelligence and read-
ing ability whe ohcé opehs the
book and begins to read, will
fead through to lia end; be-
cause he finds every paragraph
mi;erestlng, nothing. in the way
of wearisome ﬂlgmssmn ne
unessential confroversy, noth-

232 Pages —

ing -taken from or added to
the main argumént, and every-
thiig to make him feel that
ho has started oh a great &d-
ventuia of understanding of
the  economic welfare of his
kind—and which he simply
cannot afford to leave unﬁn
ished”

Paper Bound

Price: 25¢ Per Copy — Post Paid

Henry George School of Social Science
Thirty East Twenty-Ninth Streer, Newr York Citp




IT CAN BE DONE!

projected bis itdea of a School to téach
the philosophy of Henry George. friends
—sincere (eorgists—-advised him that it could

S EVIIN years ago. when Qscar H. 'Geigcr

. not be done,

It was 1932, The first shock of depres-

sioti had not yet been absorbed. People were
scared. Where would the money come from:”

Who would study? ‘Tle jobless were too de-
pressed: those who were working had no
stomach for political economy.

But Geiger started. In one room, and wii™:
eighty-four students, Somebow, the money
for rent, postage and printing came. Very
little for his living expenses, except from his
own savings. He bhad started the grear cru-
sade against economic ignorance.

- The School grew, and with its growtl came
faith-—that most powerfal of all lmman emeo-
tions.  And {aith brought substantial coniri-

“bations, in moncy, in promotional ability. in

reaching, in works.

The one yoom grew to two, three, four, and
atiic,  [xtension classes spread over the coun-
try. A correspondence course was added. The
basic course in [nundamental economics devel-
oped into a curricnlum.

Then came the building on East Twentv-
Ninth Street, made possible by a generous be-
quest.  Enough money was contributed to
equip three 1loor$——t wo floors remained for
expansion.

"That was in October, 1938. In one year

new teachers were trained, mew methods de-

yeloped for attracting studunts-—-aided by that
publicity which follows:in the wake of ac-
tivity—and the three floors were not suffi-
clent.

November 1839, the Director’s Report® was
published. The story of the School, s growth.
s plans, its policies, revealed the dynamic
character of this educational venture. To those
immersed i the work the story seemed bur a
simple siatemens of the obvious, to otherwise

" busy Georgists 3t was inspirational—mors than

a bope, a veriiable promise,

The financial response was z}&.;}i’,&.ﬂl Sin-
gle dollars, fives, tens, hundreds. Bu* one
man who saw in the proposed budget the item

of Seven Thousand Dollars for renovaiing and

cquipping the two top floors sent in a pro-
posal:

“My wife and I will contribute one-third of
this expense, if the balance can be raised.”

The offer was mentioned personally and by
mail to several friends. At this writng $1.850
has been paid in toward the fund. one hundred
dolfars pledged. Two rhousand seven hun-
dred and seventeen more are needed—to com-
piete the Citadel of Democracy——where 5,000
sindenis can be taught the philosophy of
Henry Georgu each term. thrice a vear, 1n
Spring, in Swmmer and in Fall.

The architect —z graduate  voluntesr-—is
working on the plans.  The contractor bas
agreed to take partial monthly payments. The
space will be ready for the fall term. begin-
ning in October, and ideas for {illing the class
rooms with students are formulaiing.

Y/ 7 E must and will succeed. And your
A/ contribution toward the §2,717 bal-

ance will help.

Send something-—

and if vou can’t send even one dollar now,
send a pledge, to be paid at your convenience,

before September 1,

1940-—for you too

want to feel that you have bad a part in-

building the School.

Address:

The Building Completion Fund

HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE

Thlrty East Twenty-ninth Street, NeW York

# A few wcopies .of the Direstor's Report are a‘fa.llabie. RH S

e have cne IF zeu Ea")l"I for it




