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fiy Wayne 1), Heydeck
Diirecror of State Ploneing
State of New York

-

At the cutset 1ot ame makse general
acknowledgment o the Urban Land
Policy commilies of the American
City Planning Iostitute, the suboome-
mittee on rban Land Policies of ihe
Hass oo Urbanism conducied by
ihe Nal.u_mal Resources {Jominitiee,
to Hareld 5. },-itmvnbum, chairman
o e 13
lybanism
TEH

roctor  of
study, and to Philip B, Uornick,
sulfant to the Division of State Plan-
all of

sometinnes

whora I have drawn
without speciils

ning, from
liberaliy,
guota
In thig papsy
made to gathar
form  sorne of
have heen {{aﬁ’%iflﬂ‘ﬁ‘!i by these oomm-
petent auihorities and sludy
mittess oo these complex questions of
land policizs, I the stalement of
those suggosted polivies appoars ab
ex fon dogimalic or positive, it is
bocause of the necessity for great
:undensautm in this text. The sug-
ave ait offersd for further
tentative remadies or
nich ihe Planmning
f{)unni b not ag vyel iaken any
stand, and upon which the author, on
further stasdy, wish to suggest
modifications.

BN a.ti,s:mpt has bheen

£0m-

Siale

may

i
In the shorl space of a centuly
Americe has changed from o primi-
tive frontier sociely to an industrisl-
jzed urban concentration. Since 1798
in popukis

our cities mnereaserd

tien 304

mbcm citins,
may decline
.o Ih
e tmw the
E: ey Lhe-
i May, 18T,

free from the physical dedecis

s acterined owr

@ #®

111

niration and congestion of
pulation, Bulldings
quate public
weilities in the ce - haphazard

pers LNRecassary of prema-
ture subdivisions and  superfluous
public facilities in the outskirts.
Oyer-intensive land uses i small
central areas: under-use and deteri-
ration in large ssciions.  Indis-
Cr;mmats mtermmglmfg of incom-
patible uses everywhers, save the
more recently buill up aveas, Lack
of public spaces for recreation and
other socially desirable purposes,
and 4an exc i unproductive pri-
yately owned land, Lag in needed
public improvements. Despoiled
water fronts, unattractive general
appearance, nhsclescence, inconven-
iences, inefficlencies, and waste of
material resources and human ef-
fort, pul and private. SBuch is
a maere nr less representative par-
piat Hst of the most prevalent ¢
dences of our failures in iy Huild-
ing.” ’

r " "
traffic.

We have submarginal cities and
villages just as we have submarginal
rural arcas.  Both are sick,  Left
alone, they will either grow
and he abandoned by their remaining
ecoupants or they will ask io be
treated to gel back {heir health,
Foriunately thers are 144 definitely
planned neow  communities in  this
country which, largely as 4 resuil of
such plannings, were found by the
Trhanism Study to be comparalively
ansd
deficiencies  common Lo ubplanned
communities.

L for these envouraging ex-
amples of what zan be done iet us
a(imit that : have made ;

i ioh in thﬂ building of our citie
<€1‘i(’1 try to find out why it happened
this.

The first s the amagingly
rapid rate of growth thai bas chay-
urban development in
and uarter.

g this period of b
ada : our nation as a8
game to worship bigness rather han

[SFERTE

the last century

whaole

quality. Cities wied with each oiher
for vank in the censuz volumes, They
annexed outlying tervitovy, they buiii
competing  railrosds, they hopefully
financed ill-assorted industries, they
gauged everything by size and are
now learning that debtridden public
treasuries, heavy iax burdenz and low
urhan living are ihs
pur pust folly in this re-

standards of
fruits of

spact.
Coincident thes aRCesses
there oconrred an orgy of land spec-
wlation mever before sgqualled in the
Bistory of the world, The Siale of
Mew Vork sold off its vast 1ang lold-
Cities  that were fToriunate
enough to own muack of thelr land
griginally, sold thelr holdings in hasgls
at vidicwlously low bl often Lo
finance public nprovements and serv-
o to ksep pace with risifg de-
mands,  The fever of land spaca-
lation was rampant everywhere, Land
prices rose by leaps and bounds. Land
that was sold by our eitles for ivi-
fling swms has besn bought back at
staggering figures becsuse il was

later needed for PUTHOSES,
Cariously enough there also arose
the fiction that in ihis gresl couniry
good land was scarce. A hundred
vears ago ihroughout this Sizie, in
MNew York iy, in Auburn, and in
1o, according to historic vecords,

with

ings.

withlic

tand bhoom, crash, depre
delinguency as we have
recant memoery.

If a eity is circular in shaps wilh
a radius of opne wmile from the center
to rim at all points, an extension of
only fowr-tenths of a mile of radius
will double the city's area.  If gub-

thisiasm push ont
the houndarie: mile
in all dircchions the ares of the city
will have boon wuliiplisd by four.
And that means corresponding oul-
bays  for  pavemonts, side-
wallss, water aainwhile
uiiess  pepulation A

il d4g one

HOVRLE
maing, ot
has beoly
phenomenal the supply of vacani lotg
will have exceeded many times the
demand  for bullding sites, or even
the aspeculative demand predicied on
rogale at g profit




The areas in which
gubdivisions
are in

ihese premature
Uy m freguentl y
igkirts of the lar
cities and in the sutulrban lowns
mediately  adjacent §
mental cost payments per capila and
high dei E capita appesar to he
definitely related o iies
of land subdivision,

There never was, thers 5 not now
and there i not likely to be any real
scarcity of urban land in this great
couniry of ours. Al the area of all
the municipalities  of  the

the o

these ep

LTy

SCIS,

Whe penefils from  faseiswm so
much that he is willing to tolerate a
syatems so destruc of zil human
values?  When ihe costs of
®thiopian campaizgn raised the Ttalisn
price lavel--and ther the lovel
of rent—in Ilaly, Evrmmr Issolind
refurbished 8 crusi-baye iressury by
taking in laxation a portion of the
ncrease n land vaioves.

tho

(}r'p

Tihis would indicate mo sympathy
with the landowner. Mossolini fol-
fowed with 3 10 per cent capital
levy, no boon fo the capitalist. The
effect of Zfascism dn forcing dowsn
[talan wage ascales is well known
herg through the wrilings of Gae

W ben-
Schmidl gives the

tang Salvemind and others,
efits 7 D, Carl B

answer in “The Plough, and the
Sword: Labor, Land and Properly in

Fascist
Press,

ftaly” (Columbia University

The large  landowners, and in
soe meazure fhe Industrial mono-
polists of Ttaly, have been the ben-

eficiavies of faseizm, Dr. Schmidt
reports,. D Schinidt studisg the

onsequences of fascist policies on
the life of the Italian rural masses
during year's sojourn in Italy as
a felivw of the Social 8 e
search Council and in

red documents,

Iife of fialy iz bas-
of the

The econonie
ically rural with pearly half
peuple stili
vacily frow
The exiy :
ownersidp in

velatively  few hands
is shown by the agriculiural censusg
of 1930, which put the tolal number

C per osnt
tolal srven.  And of the aees
b4 ‘a‘.al.:s.ziz:ipa.iii’«; approxNi-

vHoant,

is us

T hi*
cludes s

N

G streels,

parks and other public
a5 The area ocecupied Iy

nesd
Foom

struoturss
1 There

growikl,  There is alre ]
able in opur cities far more land than
1w likely to be oused fTor decades o
GO,

SWRer
o aros

Theye iz no

is no lack

of farm enterprises in Ialy at about

£, 200,000, he says, reporting:
CCH these 1500000 (337 per centy
are one bectare {247 acres: or less

n gize, and ithersfors oughi io be
clasged  as  dwarf holdings rather

than farms; 23060000 (54.6 per cent)
are more than ome and bess fhan
tent heglares in arvea; roughly 494,800

8.7 per genit) cover more than ten
hectares. The 3,500 080 dwarl and

amall holdings comprise but 327 per
cent of ali the farm land in
country, whereas the 200,000 jarps
farms control 67.3 per ceni therest”
D, Schiidt shows how the great
army of industrial and agri

witiral

wage earners have heen ?é’ze CHANNON
of the famed ‘Battle tor
Whaszt” through the imposition of
the wheai tariff
The  extraordinarily  large  mon-
her  of share-tenants  and small
peasant  proprietors means that in-
gofar as A wheal fariff is a bhelp !
agriculture, such  help  goes pra-
domminantly to the land-owining

“The
FVOrKers ar
ly as

clogs,” he
rigulivral w
in wheat essent

CONBIMErs.

wor them the tavifd s only & facitor
in higher lving costsall the more
purdensome  hecause of ihe greal
imporiancs of hread din fheir dgiet”
He caleutates that i the years
152530 Ifalian consuiners npaid &
premivm on their wheat of

D D008 Tive—a

tod chiefly the
dizm-gized  1andow
He makes a
to undsrsianding of
when he shows how

valuabie contoiation
Tialian fascism
the reclamation

undervainal

Cand  ovepvaigaiion
noldings, and inowi
culinral o tan
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lapees, oditor of fhe Froeeodines  ef
Hew VYeork state Conferencs of Mavors and
(Miber  Monicips! 4 s atoga
springs, ¥.Y., June e L ot
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Hocial
o The O
nught (L

projects of which ¢ Duce i so

proud, undertaken  ostensil

tisfy the land hanger of PEAS-
ante, do not change the property

of nd oz t ; “whf)«:ve.:

enEed

although “most of :‘.h@
horne by the ireamury)

LARSLE

s

fagrism shows
The

tax oui-

have

n rizing since the adv
with the lodisl by
ing one of ihg 1 Apal in ihe worid)
the big

i «-ahmz:mtg a

.».-r

ism,

555 T"(iﬁ)?s’fl*

ral o SUrVey

soe Bl exemplions, They
not satisfied.  The basse of the
boswered, indivect
By, PBuab still
are plannsd

el more subsidies
for the landownervs,

The yesuit? rowing  poverly
arong the i and con-
ditions closs Lo serfdom among the

classes, Dy Sohonldt reports.
data with which his 127
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Chodersy inlraduces

Am Not i Commanisi:

losophy vs. Darxism.”

gell, doha Dewey m;ﬁ ﬁ&rrs{ ﬁsmm{m
Browsn, which will be feature of the
March issue of The Freemun—The B

That guestion has
enty,  The ans
tant., The fuss and
been aronsed over
newspaper noloriely
communisiic  colleg
and organizations, the
against  professors, the adrolt and
equivoeal rejoinders, even court ac-
jions, all this iz merely sover-all o
bide the real problem, which is:

Why 4o college studenis become
communists ¥

hal communist dectrine and dia-
lectic are extra-purricuisy subiects to
which the studenis are much
posed in some lecture rooms is ri-

v oobyipus,  Bub, flabulent

iingeism concurrentiy taught In
history courses, from lexibooks in
which social frands and forces are
pregented from the point of view of
privilege. Why are the students
mols a?’}f!l,!(:"’}(’?@ﬂ by eominunigtic fheo-
dubbery by 1 more latani,
movre firmiy entrenched bunl of 56~

SR ET

;imﬁ; o,

heaped upoen
gramzers

accusalions

R

than

cial history?

Worried parents  and
Legiownalres would do
iyze the re accepiance of com-
ymism  op  the part of  groping,
quernlous youth before condemping
it Scolding may satisfy the vighi-
eous indignation of ths scolder; it
Aoesn’t help the 1des.

I the late 'tesns or esyly twenlies
cng has bul fow fixations on
and economic gquestions.  Bul that ig
a period of wild groping. Cariosity
s whetted by keen personal inler
est. Whai sz 1 going to do when

gocial

k‘n"m w.r ;
How wili : 7

The woaning : of agh sohool
and ool are difficutt.  Thai
fieulty finds its grealest eEPression
not in communism, bub in the aiarme-

At

w1

ey

they

a product

o our oivili since

not prevalent

15510 2
! ittt tedl
far loss un-
PYReCoE. A
active, fune

thap dementia

d 18 af least an

tioning rechanisy

it. Thers is ?;tile nope for an anti-

sorizl mentality that has ceased i

will, that refugs drom repl

in the cams of G-cons

that frequenily finds only in seif-de-
: surcease from the struggle

zcd min
z is hope for

sasks

net communisn, 3o

ali its 5?'ﬂp@%1k}a ideol-
warped spening, its rau-
hibboleths, ¢ sm has ol
ol éxii&mnlmw

studentis hecome

communism

ralionul an-

mwer o the problems i Ag Te-

corded in the public @ ag b

them in thely m cOn-

with Iife itsell, than the an-

they receive Ir eii;hw their

or th ﬁlt"‘}j

Jecause the; .
epee Gf poverly

- wen il

college
CBSE

Why do
communiss
have o

seems 1o ore

produn
. that in-
atribes,

ons, G

of  other couniries
rhor no grisv-

}mu

mrraiii

Clrd

[f?«}i
WS p'iamwui Lo
31, Beoause

whiom th
atiae They

TRMATCS

deferred

nomic

hey knmw that

shle tu wat jobs witenr

, for long years

ve to live upon thelr par-

enty ineomes or upon the verge of
TS AV TN

From

magnzine articles,

From  their  research

eeonomicy, sociol-

sgse story

rohear

their

GRHOTVR-

i mistery,
From U
uggls

wiernily  rocmiE

s"’?xtl" ical

Toulh e e the tempo of s
peripd. ¥ ity is influenced hy
the seruples of s
and e b

he siandard

asure present frem
finences, Youth iz

1 i Ehe

& : and with

ity emotionalisn ¢ wtion 15

west b w”mao it :mzleio{! by

it evalua-

with experi-

maturily in

information.

Tl it

detests

ence, the

withholding

Youth mey ot b L te bt i
and

T'h' ?.i vl
slmosi  comptete
The

War usherad in a period
alrando it of
recont imminenee
tion gave the lie

ds of lfe dtmm wivieds

recent

: morals;

'1': tlmr, a forced nm&uctaﬁn
hzzmmhi to those who did wmet fight
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made g mockery of hevolagm; fhe de-
struction of both lif: and wealth
showed the ul Ly of prepara-
tiom Jor living, O today counted,
And so, youtll jazzed its way into
matuprity. Te ity parents, Lo its taach-
ers who spolie of human valuss, 4
gave bul scant heed, They were pari
of a2 past thal created fhe great
slaughter; why listen to them?

The 1920's passed. Came Lthe Lempo
of the 1930%, of which the most im-
vortant faci is Depression. The hid-
auuy  mongier  of  poverty  staily
throughout the world  While matur-
ity prates about two chickens in
svery 1’}01. and two pols in every
garage” youll sees  with  unblased
gye the very evident fact that it wiil
grow up in 8 worll not of s own
making, not Lo ils own hking. The
teachers of econtomics, the men who
ought o know, tallk of oyelical de-
pressions, of {he ine Bility of un-
employment, of the permansnt wrob-
lem of relief, of charity as a conlin-
upug instibution—of 2 world in which
poverty is sn sver-present, unsvolds
able unicernus condition.

Such feaching does not square with
the popefulness that iz the essential
motive  of youlh,  Sueh  teaching
gounds not only falze but alss Uraitor-
ous, c Wouth did nol ask to be brought
inte this weorld; being here i de-
mands the righl Lo so shape i that
e Wil he worth living. IF anstuce
ity has nothing better 1o offer than
A combinuous condition of scenomic
:fl;wxar;y, then L s a (.I.OIAf“‘-f?é"d fail-
n la a failure?
of this
eriv.  Al! FHere i3
Communizm,
VETY Proi-

wre. Why fiate
st

Gf

pausible  way ol
rirnds very veasonable,

ising. L Lo

The nflusnee of college oducation

on the ideclogy of students 5 much

peep-pated

The system of requiring
toward  ihe  socislly-neces-
oo is oan assurance thal the
courses studgiod will seon he forgot
ten.  Quesiion any student within a
vompiction of his cou
Q1 ecodemics andonnless he 1§ oma-
Joring in that subject--he will display
profound ignovance of it. The same
is irue of any oiher reguired sabject
toward which he 4id not happen io
nave a stropy inchination.

The prof
the friendships acquirec

yeny afler

ressod b,
the sgoeial

sors whe ang

in will influsnce his pesclions o lifs
mugh m an ihe subjecis he stu-

died this is iy uae;;gmw
the guas Lo Dlame college educe-

plon for the growih of L{;h"( fivigtic
thonght amony sbwlenis. A Course
in Marxism d bave sz little ef-
feot as a course in pavchology or
chemisiry on the ideclogy of youtiv..
did not offer the prowm-
ise of that fuller Hfe wihich vyoulb in-
hevenily feels is , due.

Youth wanls an  #eal Youlh
wanis hope,  DMeither parental scold-
ing wnor the puritanical driving oul
of the “demons” he has acquired will
acoomplish the intended resull: ra-
ther, such  methods  will  merely
strengihen s smotionalism, lo the
gxclusion of all logical proces

To cure youlh of comumnunism Vou-—
parents,  Bepublicans,  Democral

you must fArst be honest, Do nol tel
B that this iz the best of all pos-
silvi~ worlds; such a statement stamps
¥ oa lar. Do oaet offer the old
platitudes of morality, thrift and in-
dustry as cures For our economic fpd
social ils; history discros Vi, D
not  preach  the hypoorisy of  ihe
American Liberty League, that in-
vites coniuinely.

Father, vou know,  Say
thal ihe aace of pov
the midst of plenty is due lo privie
lege. Confess that the legal right of
a few people 1o teke from most of
the people the product of their labor
iz it why most of the people
are Lo aholish pov-

eriy  in

10 reassl

The 1w

he ¥reeomaz, Febroary,;

sriy i io abolish privilege. The
groatest privilege of sll is the privaie
ownership of ihe sarib-—the source of
a1l wealth. To sholish this privilege
all we have Lo do iz bo collect fhe
vent of land, which iz the measure of
A this sathoul up-

without  vislence,

that privil
rooting  sociely,

withoui dictatorships, withoul any
fatuons mpt 1o recondition  Du-

3 swithin  the
mechanism

man  nature. Al this
wpe of that  political
V\,’b}(,h nistory has proven the great-
st safeguard of human dberty--de-
mosracy Say thal and weu wed
vonth  io  truth-secking, not myth-
Hudlding.

Demooracy--ihal i3 lbhe ideal to
hald up to youth, But a repi democ-
racy. Noi one identical with the lais-
sez-faive doclrine of the lasi ceniury,
the docirine of robbery within the
igw made by the robbers. Rather,
the democracy of o falr feld and no

favor, Buonoemic democracy.

Hold forth that ideal to vouth and
he will drop communism, for against
pyranny freedom will always pravail,
in argument or in struggle And
that ideal goss the promise—a
PO s that Follows logically from
fundamental  prisciples—ihal a so-
ciety {reed from economic shackles
will acl as rationaly and as decontly
as any group of people who ave free

from wani and the {esr of it

And 80 parents, Republicans,
Democrats--—do pot biame ihe colieges
for iz cornmunis Hlame
yoursely

ihing

T TR TSI WS

Prame capen s

Wh@f@gg This ‘Farmer’s’ Pay-off?

K. T

@
We have an unusundly faithful lax
T do ol mean
individual
who, though
st opersonally,
if he foll fhat

By

collector in oy town
that cenaciousstricken

down at the
T may oo ove
t tooks and aets g
somehow  the law o

4

hign glo

him

things lus
ang. Mol Whe ecollector I mesn
g the boy al the
may noel koew thsil he s 1he Stale’s

CONECIONC:

g stailon,  He

aumper ane tax colleelon, because he

in not oon s governmeni payroll, bai
iisten to bhis;

In the
attepdants
10y, HOCGT

1430 the gas siztion
the State of New BMex-
Lo data complied by
the New B iwn Petrgleym Commit-
iee frome Coensus reporls amsd pub-
lisked i The New Mexico Tax Bul-
(I in the amount
] OO0 for oh they regceived
BHTALGRN in at the same time
they collected tazes in the amount of
060 for the State and Federal
o omevvic ihey
Tiink of it. The
;jlong was mere than
of the amouni re-
shandise sold.
il o7

ol ol an

Wi,

covyed Tor

Forir wityds
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By Harry Guenison B
&

B owonld seern Ll

ey

Bs Been

Addrain-

thits

o ine
S

™H.A

prices

imtra s i since 1
days of N.E.A  Under the
maonopsolistic codes to hold up
and et ¢ - were being formed
on every hand—and officially author-
ized. But now we have a receni pro-
nouncement hy Robert H. Jachkson,
Assigtant Sltermey General, o lhe
effect that monopolistic are
causing the present sugion of busgis
ness.  And the President, in his Jack-
son IDday address, decinved fov mors
effective anti-trust legislation,

Tt iz not necessary to altribute to
monopoly the chisf Blame for pro-
ducing business fuctusiions, I o~
der to conclide that the influence of
monopoly is wholly evil. These read-
ers whe are familigr with what &
have elsewhers said on the matler
of the so-called b siness cyele, know
well how much importance ¥ attviout
to alternaie inflation and deflation of
the wank credit  which
furnishes mine tenths of our medium

But thai monopol
in the dhb
mploviment there can

nrices

commercial

of exchange.
regtriction operates
of creating un
be no doubt

In any Mne of production in which
monopelistic lmitation i atiempied,
the resulting higher prices curiail de-
mand, Therefore, fowey  workers
will be emploved. And the only way
the workers thrown out of jobs in
the monopoiized lines can get jobs
slzewhere, iz fo compete with olher
workers n bringing down wage lev-
als and pri in the other, Don-mo-
nopolized lings.

Thus monopoly differs in ils effect
on emplosment from labor-saving
improvements when there is not mo-
nopoly,  For laber-saving improves
ments cheapen goods so thal, if con-
sumers do nel buye-and ik may
buy--proportionately more than be-
fore of the goods made cheaper by
means of the new meihods, then they
more purchasing power lefl o
conidn't

have
buy things they
afford io buy, and thus to st

“the employment of labor in making
“ihese other things, Technolegiosd

proviously

Nabolists

tmprovement thereby makes new jobg
to take tine placs of the jobs no
topger avaitable i Tewer jebs really
are there available--In  the lines
where the improvernent has oceurred,
Bur menepsly deprives men of jobs
without making new opes, and they
pan got mew ongs only by ace S ELiT
wagen than if employment re-
sivictions were effectively forbidden.
The same kind of effsct in restrict-
ing for  smployment
comes from the uneonsciously monop-
slistic Hmitation of available land for
production and hemes, from what we
Wnow as speculative holding of va-
cant langd out of use.  in a sense,
thiz is nbt monopely, for it involves
the decisions of many owners who
act independently of each other and
not by concerted agresment. MNevers
theless, =ince new isnd cammol be
mantufactured or grown, like ahoes
ar wheat, 1o confound the hopes af
the speculstors, and since these spec-

opportunities

mlatars are an optimistic crowd, al-
ways locking for higher tnnid prices
than current users feel they can pay,
a very great deal of yaluakle land 18
effectively kept from use- and nol
just  intermittently but  chroniealiy.
Tharefore, the opportunities for pro-
ductive labor are definitely lmited,
just ag they are in ihe case of mo-
nopoly,

1 do not ingist that thiz makes an-
employment, any more than T inzist
that ordinary monopely males uneim~
ployment, [ zay only thiz: that sinee
the land and natural resource £
ployment opportuniiies are thus Hin-
ited by land speculation, wage sarn-
ere can sscure steady employment
only by accepting lower wiages, only
that iz, low
hiring them o

by accepting. WAZes
encugh  to  justidy
work in more congested space and
on poorer land resouroces where they
can produce less and 80 are necom
sarily worth less.

F.et me vepent. I do not say, with

XOTCISe

7

Monopoly

genlation in land must
ton and wneme-

soime, thatl
areate bosiness dep
oloyment. To prove this beyond cavll
would e dIffbeull, What 1 de say s
that the withholding of- good land
from use, mush, pecaunss of the gon-
siderations referred to above, bring
cither lower wages than would oth-
erwise be necessaly or a degres of
mlesn;.'\‘.a}ﬁrzwntn

Let those who objeci 0 public ap-
proprig of 1he vental wvalus of
land ingigh, if they pleass. that land

tion dees not make unermpley-
ment inevitable, For if it does not,

5 omn be only hocause men ohoose
rather to work for lower wages than
mot te work ot afl, In genersl, of
course, ihey do.

Bui whe, in public Yife, darves visk
the resentment of intercsted land-
gwners by seying this? I is easier

hecaust presumably more popuiap
to attribuls our misforinnes o o
corperations, which have onldy & oW
cagey spolesmen, than to fhe opera-

of an  institulion which has
y. Whe iz there in our public
e that will dare to tell the poople
something they do nol already
derstand ang something which, uniil
it in mpade understandable 1o them,
they don't want to hear? Are not
our so-called “isaders,” by the very
nature of the case, not really lesd-
erz of opinion but followers?

A8 this article was in preparation,
Secrefary of the Interior Harold
fckes joined in the discussion of the
monepely problern,  In this speech
Ickes draws oh a recent book by Fer-
dinand Lunsberg, entitled “america’s
40 Families,” and contends, not only
that the sixty famnilies brought on

w0 de ion which began in 1829
put aslso that they started the pres-
ent downswing of 1937, “They made,”
he sald, “the same mistakes ihey had
hefors 1928, They ran  the
stocl market up and helped it get
started down, They did lithe ov
nething to increase the purchasing

Lion

T~

made

withdraw:
to ithe shy,

Continuing, the Secretary said:
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v the 1200 million people
Thnited States ]
threat that the 1 :
of the American  econ
angd the professional managers of the
capital funds of the United Siates
foapital Lo which  every ’amozw‘ n
man and Woman over f0ur genera-
tions contributed  sweat  and
Mocdy will*refuse 1o operale that sc-
onomic systenm. will refuse to let that
eapital be employed--unless they are
once aore  given full powers o
American democracy in thelr
own sweel way’

> is not the shghiest sign of an
idea thai there iz any difference of
eeoncmic  sigmifcance bBeiwssn
logically-produced natural respurces

3OTEC

has

WYRGHE

gen-

Prarwin Soneh
®
cities of the inited Siales re-
during ihe last monih a gen-
improved fmapeisl  condition,
with the close of 1836,
o the anpus)  muppicipal
Tie  Mew Tm
coslleciiohs :
suliook— holders of
municipal bonds and notes—m mos
instances, hut the contraction of Fed-
eral relief funds availabis for munie-
ipalities also red ‘(w local
tax bhurden Lo needs,
New ¥ork
ton ende
debtednes
cities, rep{):“t.eéﬁ reduetiong in their net
debl positions. But none
cities  of  the United
achieved a solution of 1
raising large enough revenys
gui burdenjng labor and capital
comes  beyond  endurancs, 1o mect
growing expenditures yur cifies
nol pay their Bat on the piber
gide of the g i that
doss,

By F.

erally
A5 CLIMpE
aceording
survey of
a hrighter

'*{{n‘i«:

Lax

rseant

meed

Bruney,
doos Bydney  do
Town Clerk, explaing:
“hha
fand value, hba
in existence in Syd:
up Lo the

unimpraved

par-
ol

aixed

(snch as cosl mines, rich d&p{)ﬁitj“
ivon ore ad
: dells
hgnd, d, on ithe oth
structive m;qmi made pe
individoual sa
Incidentally, we find here the ap-
parent assumpiion ithat the rieh of
fameu"a subject themselves Lo inesl-
lewlabte loss —for surely N GompEee
i person deubis that these levrible
depressions make most of Them i
knowingly and purposely; thai de-
'§.)'§.“%f¥51()'{i(-} are the result of detihersie
5Oy AMONE B prosperons ¢lass
w}m BT B8 ‘.zpumly elaver thal their
el nover comess oul, and can ondy
Iy our very pen-

hand, con-
bie by the

peing dusd f.;f:'z?.’l"'i'i"iz'lt‘j" i

sed apon the assessed an-
nual value snd the unimproved capl-
tal value.

YRy

the assessed annual value
suspended and the City be-
wnicipally taxed wholly upon
the unimproved ¢apital value assess-
raent. o of iho one tax
to velieve the v 2 labile
ity of dencs wa VEry
aiderabiy a! sxpense of the main
DY COMIGS wards, The lax pa
chesrintly  #@o-
and the prospe
hotome sf-

Hin 31814
LA

The incids)

DI

1‘1(‘7%-’-&Wr~1‘

cepted The position

Ehe ‘Ll,y has not

the second Jargest ¢ity in

BErapre, 11 has more

hall population

sl disivict or

any kind,  in the

wineh 1 have 5 ye-

total exy apes of Lhe

o), of which

5 the peptal
value of unlmprove awl. The
vindey the €
BTHGOHE e droon licen

and 101 s oincident o the

4 contynl of the oty

whatever on

[N 5%

British
than &
and g owithewi a
slun: conditiony of

the

miilion and »

year of

ol
fingy
genienl ¢
il
wined,

factor land,

Foe Precioan, Febramry, B

atrating
Parhaps

politicians!
I can sonclude

WA

thess OO~
than by
manns re-
mentioned

£y} mi Lo

“Ome wonders what would happen
it eve citizen knew the vonienls of

hook  In the absence of more
fundamentat education, it is probabie
that punilive ures sgainst a lme
ited number of persons would he the
sule result,  Oertad the vecord of
the Dew Deal * # % wone top e~
couraging.  Much of i i3 pm‘g guacks
ery or pre-scieniific iherapy of Uhe
type thal concentrales upon symp-
{or ¢ v than upon the cause of

W oone man owns s fine
corner ol on one side of the bhusgi-
strest and ang DWnE  one
5 the girest with the same
loeatipn and i the #rst
2 miltoen dollar building
the other man bullds
paya the same

vate io woreds,
Syadne wy 4o e ing 8 BN :f«::r
g the ity as they do else-

For wslaney

eSS

on his lob ';1d
notking on

npre
wheye,

1“'1@ Distriet of Sydney hag just re-

finished the famous Iarbor

w%mwi;n;—; the o af Syd-

orth Hydusy at 2 cost of

The vosi of this bridge

care of o the fupdy re-

4 from the vatable valoe of un-

improved land.  FThe latest  report

gives the rates levied as 3 (‘i!‘“}f Rale

at 44 pence in the pound; the Bridge

Fate, & penny in e ;:.smmc‘: AN

roads rate. 7|32 of o penny in ihe

pound, smaking a total charge, in our

fasguags. of 235,  This does nol

sorim axoviatani O CRINE-

bery that the basis on which this s

sabolated inciudes noe bnprovements
whalever,

Sydaey i perbaps e most ont-
standing sxample of {he possibilities
Iying i using the earth which God
gave us-in  economi lorms,

‘ geologioall
nd community developed.—
it ond fii ! 2il Lhe

P
W

produced
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iy B Travhart

sing the ajndant
gent of under-priv-
are making big farms
into Hitle ones down there helow the

brvder, and

:*mmmg
aivhtoen {the

consisting of é_z,!i,hc.e:,
.
i

sl childyen o
an age
aciby
there
pinitleidy thf negin

iy
who
the

Sop these  fonn
netore owned
iheir

COAWQIS

These fap-flung
iarger than
Beginning
they
sp0tiens

50 fch &
sombrerns, on the
womi 0 labor
serfs
me of them
: @rn MW

inok like
e heing oul up miﬁ i e
former

o parneliad oul 1o thelr -

I ﬁ.%)
Mmi, e
ould worry &

mighl

Tiw-

o Lhers

lopok ke o odinky
Cfor insgtanes, owns
eutling-up wogan

pniil Lha 3
£yl

in ibe state of
wpe Owred
Vanderbilt

Haye Hapmmortd
promigent Al
Bondrdph Hearstl

) tors o

state  dey

counts  his ings in the
Lhonsands. | i

o ting nelelor s ot
forelg ,gm!d ving
Ty 3L CH i
for deing ¥

e,

we will

58Y)

eons INto

diteh of thelr own dig-
H Yankes cugtom 1o
ment  at
iy U part of s rental value.
Americans santad  thiz <anny
wtom into Mesicon, and it worked
ably for a while, Bul now, alag
aoumen. Cardonas 56
wan glated the value of your lands:
pay you thab smount.”  He
then proceeds to pay in bonds which
; apd (American
futurs,  valae

RE5E

“ankee

imEedisie,
doubiiul

have ke

Fven the courts, traditional refuge

of the privileged g:l.zs 5, have had their

clipped {ardenas has

fioosevell vne beiler 1n his Supreme

Court reorganization plan.  Terms of
sudges have been limited to six ¥
and they musi run for office n
alehy with the president. They
dent as any other politicia

the favor of their consiituents;

or not their decisions ars

v st st feast be more

©than formerly,  They recent-

i to hf'»a;t' a case of Lhe

of the curcent seize-

claws gone

The tatest wholesale seizare of
v owed lands voder the Mex-
iean sociallzation plan te be ropovied
shi that of Agua Cali-
froutier resort,
of the movie slavs,

to Washington 1s

ente, California jate

Aayground
e

What a pity thal
off the shacklez of
5o destibute of inteHectusl

real  eCGNomIT i
Frofessor R, B Brinsm
s ane-fime  seoncmic ad-
nyeent,

singular insight,

ik oin thal coun-

1y putvd the orgamzation of
the Union de Yelerang de ia
Iocion, pdvocaling fhe jalization of
coonomic rend and phe abolition of
Eol #rofessor Brinsmade bhas

., shaking
ations, s
lepders

Potos,

Mexican  gove

Rave.

adro

been dead over
lenders tend more o M
Siandin

and prasent
rxist ideas,
roads of ecq
neinic change, 1L woukd be easy for
Mexico to chopse the right voad. She
has  already bumned her bridgea
h:isd ner. Dat she is la
fopundaiion for 2 fullire  se-

har people, 5 generation
benefitted T fhe ;ianges oW~
o ol her revoluticnary tand pal
MOre may  own
their Hving
very widen-
e e '
ownership of
foumdaticn,  When
all ihe land of Mexico again has heen
taken up, who will pic the nexi,
ang the next, generation with land?

I exis can wadersiand that the
laws which gave vivtually all their
land Inde the handz of a Tew wers
L. But will they understand, at
dnte when the sioe Lﬂgsmb
to pinch, that the principle is cgually
WIORE, s though ihe land be mo-
nopelized 135; muny instead of
long as e sre born e
have no land they minY

.

Li
v ool Thi:

E cilizens
Phelr her and prodie
from the soll, But ih
ing of the hase will
lish abscluie priv
and on & Himer

Herve
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Angther strbing
i Phe growing Ms
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WMexico iz in
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well as A
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irom p despotic into

such a iransition nf
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from  Hhe
illustrates

The following seditorial
Kansas ity Journal-Po
how clearly Henry George saw and
explained the operation of natural
forces in the field of making & 1iv-
ing, how the laws he pointed out are
working befors our syes in avery di-
rection if we bul see whal we look al.

2k
without

Hansas' Bulging Wall
“Kansas is completing 1837
a banbk faillure, Heliesved o be g 160

ord in the state's histery. A num-
ner of faclors are the cawse. The
state has had 2 high cash income
from the soil; confidence in banks
has been stimulated &y & al in-

surance of deposifz and the state as

A Corset on

By Bolton Hall
$
The injurious Federal tax on sur-
prus earnings will nol be a wholly
unmixed avil ¥ il results in cenving-
ing the American peopie that all
taxes on production and trade are in-

jurious 1o economic well-being. The
worst feature of all-the new faxes

imposed since 1832 is that by de-
creasing the supply of capital they
are c¢hecking our industrial develop-
weent and increasing the numbers of
the unempioved. In effect, all these
taxes on production snd trade are
equiva,}eht to 2 tax on the farmerg
seed wheat A lax on wheal intend-
ed for sale is » minor matter. &
fax thai takes from the supply of
seed wheal causss greal injury.
Taxing czpital that should be in-
vegted in new indusiries, or in the
extension of existing productive en-
terprises, operaies to increase prices
of commedities, and thus decregses
the purchasing power of the consum-
Thig is frue of the sales
1Y

ing public.
(which is legalized petiy larc
and ail the rest of our many

{axes.
These faxes don’t even pretend io
zive us anything in return for them.

g most of them that the poorer

A,

ole enjoved i
perity throughout the year
“AN these coubd have
horw and thers might
an alarming number of bhani
had it not been for the influence of
another factor. The major cause OF
bank failures in agricultural states
is the deflation of land values, lsav-
ing the vaults filled with morigages
inat cannot be lgukdeted
s Wansas land values had a thor-
oligh ringing out in the ves of Bon-
profitable  farming, and lhey have
not. started back foward inflation
SProfitable wheat farming, couplad
with aninflated properly values, gave
Kansas a vear of prosperily distine
guished in that it was not lreacher-
ous prosperity,  What part the pol-

prevajled

£

¥

withoutl

Inss

the Economy

people pay aod litle of ihem that

the poor peuple get,

The theory of ocur lawmakers on
ftax guestion seems Lo be that of
gtrest fighters of my nalive city

louisiana Lures

By Joseph Bauer
&

A wear dge Loulsiana
constitutional  amendment  relleving
new industrial enferprises from fax-
es for ten vears. This year they ave
counting the benefils that bave ac-
crued by their ; economic pol-
iey.”  Thirty-six million dollars have
been invested in sixiy-nine manufac-

adopted a

turing  plants.  Pwenty  thousand
workers rFeceived  amployment  in

huilding and permanent employment
has been provided for #Hifteen thou-
sand,

Governor Bichard W. Xleche iz
quoted as sayiag: “If we take care
industry, then indusiry will lake
care of Lowsiana.”

CGovernor Leche
the usug snfusing the
part wilh the whole in stiribuling
fo industrial enterpriss naw to the

of

win

af

he Freeman, Febroary, 1938

indstrailon

the nati

icles of
pluyed in such goosd Tortune is con-
froversial, Bui ib iz not amiss to re-
A venr of the famed
did Hansas
sonie of

mark thatl in oot
“Onglidgze prosperity”
[o experiey bhank failures,
thens disasirous’”

e

The Kansas City editor, in writing
about what iz writ broad across the
adiacent landscape, has, i his own
language stated what Henry George
told the effect
margin of production
ariificiaily high, W 1
of ewmitivation s raised, by S0
purgative =as depression,
woliapse, then commerce

ot

dr
foreclosure.
and industry begin to revive

i #

CProgress amd Poverty” 215-

ESIEN

of Freland, “Whensver you see 2 head
hit it Whaenever yoi see a useful
industry, tax it Isa’t i about time

abandoned

that we ony crode m
ods of taxatlon and adopl the s

by
land
Pk

bific femn of raising reve
taking for public purposes the
values that are creatsd by Lhe

lie?

Y3

New Industry

state the term industry.  Whatever
advantage such enterprise enjoys ia
ohigined ai the expense of the oldey
eutablished units which are the larger
part of Loulslsna’s industry.

The governor was guile accurate,
however, in saying that industry will

take cave of Louisiana,  As all in-
dustrial  advantage inherss In the
land, the landowners of thal state
will absork all of the benefiis of
Logigiana's own NEP

Deapite the objectionabls Teafures
this policy siands as an excellent
demoastration  of  the prompiness

with which indusiry re i the re-
moval of impediments to production,
1# tax relief were extended teo all in-
ferprises, both  old and
amd e ns v Lamey wers
o the aceretions o the kand

&1

Austrial
T,
taken £y
values, Louisiana would soon reallze
& sound prospavilty,
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erdict on

vecently defested & meas-
control amnd regulation
The defeal may
differenoes
erntion

Congrass
ure for the
of wages and Dowrs.

largely o
hrerio: 3

ure MHY La.k::,
ZOVErT

form The me

poweriezs Lo
affords an interssi-

attempt o regu-
~{he HBiatute
~ard B convinge

af what

it wili prove

n u ) 'T»

ing example of an
%3}( r!*.'i"

hall of ihe
under ihs Tewdal

Hng . in the
fourtesnth cenlury.
system, lands of were  di-
vided prefty egus between the
lord and the Lezm,q’ib Fach teaant

garden plot surround-
4 in addition, gen-
wood from

IANRDYS

and,

ErR et

relative
High -Zmu""iz wages weye, Lhere oo-
curred, in 1848, an gvent which raised
them kigher still.  Is that year the
Black : ypeaved in Eogland
and carvied aw on o eonser
estimate, & of the population.
‘The i consequences
Ar i
andiords
noement

LEVE

1110:1 d
zheyifs of
dippolad

than  lhoss
custoinary  be
paid, under penaliies of fnes

‘Lha! an

ujwn
amey

u.;'ziwezsal;y dise]
Linay

Vious ciastormal SBevere peu-

alties

TY WAEes,

slzo fixed upon laioor
=§1;ghaz’ than the previ-
wages. But all to no

irend in wage levels

At the next ingeting of Parliament,
the King's preclamation was vedaced
to an act, ihe famous Statute
horers,  The essentisl feature
staiute was it attempi
of {avm Iabovers ab wages (usle
in the year 1347, The law pro
Be no mors enforgesbie than fhe pro-

Kven the landiords them-

i ihe compeiition between
for laborers schemed o <ir-
cuinvent the act. They were In
digeval ‘chiselers,” (ne Lofubon
methed was by falsifying the manor
rolls i¢ show payients o laborers

Them

g than they aciuvally re-

celved.  Parliatment  drom flme o
thme reeenacied the ;‘h fute of
worers with new penalties and added
precautions o plag up Iie}.u_;a holes for
evasions. MNevertheless, wages main-
{ < their high level m spite of all
the law of the realm,

-

tute of Laborers wag
w‘urmg the reign
; By thal time the
for 1§,¢ from the polnt of view
the landlords, had  disappearsd
Duving the two centuries of s o
istence, enclosures were laking place
in FEagland., The commons werg dis-
appearing under force of private ap-
proprizticn. By the tims of Queen
Flizabein's reign, snclosures had pro-
gressed sutficlently zo that fhe Bog
ilsh farm laborer found thail he had
st mueh of his herilage in the soil
of  Fngland. hecoming &
Lmdlm, Jran,

Y5
e W

The sconomic ot
closures was an
tion of iaborers
s o decline an

consaquance of
increased cm‘u}wii-

“ontrol

Lawborers  coulih not de
Cogrolve  measures, the
lang sccomplished
the day of Quesn
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with From
Wiizabeth on, Engiand has no longer
Besn  troubled with the problem of

n owages; from thal day o this,

praples has been the pmblem
i, over {hrse cen-
nag been slriving by poor
si;i« to provide a bare eme

ase.
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iia,w and
bruting

poriion of her popue
ta bion.

History has thus demonst
when natural conditions, is
tom of 1o Lenurs, woere
be oondu to high wages,
ment by law eould noi, with gl the
powers &b 1Ls commangd, enforee low

. art: from [his the
tesson, that 1f atural conditions in
Phig couwntry are gonducive to low
WAZ Congress will fmd that, with
all the powers at it command, 1L is
powerls o decree high wages Any
attempi by Congress to l late nigh

without disturbing the csuse
of low wages, can confidently he pre-
dgicted to be doomed to complete fall-
ure, 16 will be anolher example of
an attack upon the sympiom instead
of up@ﬂ ihe dmm .

rated that

.suf:ia

erariias
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learn
iabor not a
money, bul the surm of the
5 that labor can
when siat that
of all isbor upasn what
a Yaborer can earn iz for hdme
gedf wpon the most progductive land
}'zailz-xblc rent fres: in shoil, when
e m that the wage gues-

Pion ig the land guesstion, it s ihen
¥ Z:t >n, thal we can hope o
ation for the public ap-
o of ground rent {hereby
dﬂ‘siiﬂg a death blow to land monop-
2ly, ihe prime cause of low wages.
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By Harry Gunmsan Brown

2

Cur antebectuals” of “liberal” pro-
clivities are, indeed, highly educaied
men and women. They have-per-
haps—ransacked the archives of his-
tory—under the direction of the his-
tory professors. They have——perhaps
—gtudied the details of political or-
ganization. They have—-or some of
them have-—rvead widely in sociology.
A few of them, doubfless, bave even
dabbled 2 bit in econcmicg—along
Marxist lines! Most of them have
gtugied rhetoric and compesition and
can talk and write in forceful peri-
ods, Thusg, they impress the cominon
man as significaptly learned, much
ag did the schoolmaster in Gold-
smith's “Deserted Village':

“Tn arguing, ioe, the parsen awned his

skilly
e’en though
argue still;
While words of learned length and fhun-
dering sound
Amazed ibe gazing rustics ranged around;
And still they zazed, and still the wonder

For vanguished, he  ocouabd

FTEW ;
That one small nead could carvy all he
knaw,”’

The answer of our “intelleeiuais™
to Ehe probiem of hard times and of
poverty izn't that we must at all
events maintain & money of siable
purchasing power; of fthat we must
avoid taxes which tend to depress in-
dustry by driving a wedge between
prices and production costs; or Ehat
we ghould de anything at all o re-
move the semi-sirangling effecty of
the zpeculative holding of good land
out of use, which certainly forces
productivity o poorer sites and re-
SOULCes.

Never having congidered it worth
while to go carefully through the
analysis necessary to the onderstand-
ing of the significance and nead of
these reforms, they are yet perfectly
sure that they know what ought to
be done in the intersst of the wage
earners. They would “pazs a law
about it and force employers (o pay

But  they haven't
much notion of how to make il posg-
sible for empleyers o pay such higher
Wages.

e cyrrenl doctrine among “lib-
eralz”

seems 1o be that paying high-

wages automalically brings profper-
ity amd that low Ths
s Of  business depression, The
present Becretary of Labor, Miss
Frances Perkins, for example, has
heen guoted as saying:

WRESR  AFE

“The very men who bad besn grind-

ing dows labor began to see that it

wag upon the pirchasing powor of la-
;v that their own fare dependserd

... Wage levels must be

erwise we shali have recurrt

when mors will have bed

than consumers can absorb”

The idea hers seerms o be that if
emplovers give more money o em-
plovess, then employees will buy more
goods from employers and thos the
employers will be betler off than If
they did, not give more money io
their employses, This view, indeed,
iz not so welrd o a genevation
trained, by Dr. Townsend, to the be-
tief that if money is taken from fhe
voung and given to the old so that
the old can spend it this will stimun-
late prosperity and thereby make
the young heiter off than If they
were themselves allowed lo spend
their money!

The truth is, of course, that the
young spend as well as the old. The
truth iz, thoeugh one could not expect
ouy literary intelligenisia to recog-
nize it, that emplovers spend as weil
as emplovees, sach employsr pur-
chasing goods soid by other amploy-
ers. The truth is, though our “in-
tellectusls” of literary proclivities
seem never o be aware of the fact,
that those who “invest” savings spend
as truly az these who do noi @ave!
they mervely buy different dhings,
brick and lumber and rmachines and
structural  stesl, Instead of motor
cars, books, shirts and neckiies, cut
floward, fur coais and jowelry.

And the buying of brick and lum-
per and machines makes employment
Just as maoh ag the buying of books
and shirts and cars, The truth is,
though none of our near-Marxist *lib-

T
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erals” ever seems to show the least
understanding of i, that ssving and
capital construciion Lends  delinitely
towards  lowor i, relirmg Gn
cagital, compelition to sell goods and
tahor, and either lower prices
ok ey wages or boih, so that
workers can buy mors of the goods
they want and need.
Forging wages Lo an

per

to hir

artificially

or stesdy  employment.

one koow that consid-

erable and widespread wwage Increases

in 1937 have been fotlowsd Dy a dis-
tinet business slump?

The theory of our political Yliber-
als” ‘seems te be, if weo can fairly
combing the ideas of Decretary Per-
kins with the recently stated omes of
Secrelary Ickes, that high wages
cauge prosperity but that, if wages
are ratsed and depression immedidie-
iy ensues, this is due io antagonistic
action by the rich, by “America’s 80,
farmilies.”

The truth iz that wages above what
econcmista call the “marginal” pro-
ductivensss of labor neeassarily  Ine
erease the volume of auwemplovmend,
They surely don't reduce i, A slight
inerease of wages above thix level
must necessarily make unemployabls
thousandys of workers in the
poorer coal mines, cines of iron ore,
ote., which are barely worth worke-
ing, and ¢n some Tarms barvely worth
eultivating.  Such an increase wmusi
similarly diminish the intensiveness
of eperation of many of the better
wiines, betler farms and factories, in-
dueing these {o hire fewer workers.

For when the wvarious indosirial
plants and mines and farming land
are used more infensively by dhe em-
ployment of more men, the - culpul
doss noi increass in exact proportics.
The larger number of workers is not
guife as well equipped with capital
sned land as the smaller number. The
sutpoat i3 subject €6 what sconomists
call a “law of diminishing returns.”
The last men hived, in other words,
add glightly less than their dus pro-
portion to ouiput. And if wages dre.
compelled which are above their con- .
tribution to output, they will act he:
hired. To raise wages gencrally, by

many
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Taw; appreciably above lhe competi-
five level, iz no favor to wage earn-
ers. -io
enforoed, < i t :
sproad  upetspieyieent  and  destoee.
tion. 14
may imndeed be fhat our “libers
i o Hithe populavily with wage
eRIners By thint wages
should he raised, and they can do
this, s0 long as thelr wments are
mosliy pio Wil Arous-
ing much of bit on among
other ] L unfortunately,
naone of onr Nterary infell
other mwodern exemplars of
ism®™ seems ever to fwmve shown

ingisiing

arfsis OF
“iiberai-
any
‘ capacity o analvee lhe problem, to
arrive at a real wnderstanding of the
conditions thet fix - g2 and 10 5
forth # rograsr B fais]
comprehension of i{he causes actual-
1y ab work., To them may fittingly
be applied the words of the iale 4
K. Chesterion:

5,
On 1
@
hres wi

Lo all ihing

A wvery considerable part of the in-
come of American Wage earners now
goes In taxes. A recent news Hem
comments at length on “Studies in
urrent Tax Probiems” prepared by
a group of econoruists and fnanced
by the Twentieth Century Fund, It
is pointed out in this study thal &
‘s family lving
11t yearly in-
$LO60 pay 13 £ Lot}

$180 of thiz in f ¢l Buch is ool
lected through the state sales tax, and
there are il taxes on gag elec-
pricify, radios, phonographs and rec-
ords, toilst goods, liguor, tobacoeo, au-
tomobiles, sporting goods, five insur-

“typical”’ wage carns

come of

ance gnd Hfe Insurancs.

A tax reform which would vemove
nearly $200 in o from ihe family
of o workingman earming FLBGG a
year, woluld do move for b than any
law arbitrarily forcing up the wage
rate.  But vorats of such g
tax reform have Lo be ready
to suggest some other way of get-
ting necessary funds.  And if there
was to bo no risk of ollwr burdens
mm the workers, direct or indirect,
_ana ne additional penaliles on thrift
Cpeyond what we have aiready, he
wollld be driven io suggest taxing
e geclogically-snd-cornmunily-pro-

duced annual value of natural  re-
gources and siles.

Alas?  Horrible thought? Guor b
aral” could nol then curry favor with
the plousty saying that
they cught to have higher wages and
ny making vague esmplaints regard-

ife Vevila™ of Prapitalise” and of
the profil sysiem” while kesping in
the good graces of prorminent
figures In his commpnity who enjoyv
the of natursl resources and
sites.

To collect the rental valus of land

or most of it—would tend to raise

in anosther way, The tremen-
dous amount of good land held out
of use in the hope of ap Increase in
ity price, must force production on
poorer land than need otherwise be
tsed or must compsl A greater
crowding of the good land in use, or
hoth, L musi cause waste of effort
in  unnecessary  transportaiion  of
goods and persons past vacant lots,
in unnecessary exiension of waler
and gaz mains and electric and fele-
phone wires. It moust inevitably Te-
duce the productivencss of labor. On
the other hand, o fax syvsiem which
would prevent such speculative hold-
ing of lapd—and zocial land-valus
taxation would prevent ib-must en-
able labor to produce more, thershy
make b worth more and ihereby
makea it possible for wage earmners to
secure highey wages withowt having
i sulfer widespread unempioyment,

But o go really ko the root of the
wage problem raises opposition
among persons who are prominent,
well-edueated itnfuentinl. Many
among them believe themselves to be
sympathetic  with  the onfortunate.
Some of them 1pay even be willing
iy agree with near-socialists that the
wicked “capitsiists” sxploit the poor
iaborers and that “something should
he done about W7 But that Ysowme-
thing” soust not be the puiting of
taxzes on Japd wvalueg and removing
them from ibrift and labor and the
produnts of labor.

Often, too, wage-snrning owners of
a single vacant lot of litile value and

Inborers by

the

owners of small oand  poor farms,
whase inceme s almost entively from
their Tabor, classes which
tremendoustly  from g land-value-iax

e, will he found, so keenly oot

would gain

ship, Ar
reliol Tor

MLaK

fand v sation seema ool 10
e a popular subject o lalk aboul.
Indeead, it may be said to be the seh-
ject of the great sifence, Congerva-
five recipients of communily-pro-
duced land vatue desire it fo be that
way, The lile ooinfelligents of
“iseral” Cproclivities who write for
our best known “high-brow’ maga-
zines {you guess what magazines!)
seem o be entirely amenable.  And
0, apparently--and not unnaturally
are our “liberal” leadevs in politics,
1% it not politically wiser to urge ine
consequential, fut and even harm-
ful measures which lock right o ihe
superficial and which are in
line with current prejudices and hab-
its of thoughi, than to urge funds-
menial tive reforms which
the magses do not understand and the
advocacy of which will dring the bit
ter opposition of many of the most
prominent 7

view

and  off

it may make ihem uneasy o ace
knowlsdge this, but fundamental re-
form will be talked abonl in the ven-
ters of government when it hasg |
hind it a surge of public opibion,
fide is rising.
Hoat CProgre
a of ¥ VU opp. BE
COBBO-EBE, 245387 Phe
Labor: Open Lebier (o
Heotion V. Bul :
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Penny Bank Robbers

Colobade iz henest, 1 anylbing.
Thal 211 faxes direct and indirect,
deprive bables of many things they
need, iz obvious. But i other stales
the taxing officials somewhat
sengitive to the daims of babyhood,
they rob the inneccents through iaxes
o their parents  In Colorado thew
straight-forwardly impose a isx on
all incomas, and the peormiss the par-
snts drop in their loved one's banks
{for their fulure sducation} are, ac-
cording to one inlerpretaiion of the
new income tax law, nob exemypied.

are
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Those who feel they undersiand the
economic mechanics of social refory
cannol  1gnore political 33(1(:.&&»
ground of the world arpund them; it

By Groce fs

iz ihe stag et.imw i which ihey
must work. FRE
ehinery of older Mg sl persists
and  influences social  chapge.  In
oiher eras b political issue w e
twesn absclute or lmifed wonarchy,
while ilentalive pa toward @ ree

ey

en in the

public were belng ia

wopld,  Now Burepe struggles under
L3y, attempls al democracy oF A

in the dictatorships thal, under
siogans of demotracy. 1o
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nes
ihe
patblicanism
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By Josenf Duane Milier
&

{In the follewing :u'-i;n--ie Blr, Miler ge-
Iates a persensl osperiencs in the field of
constmery cooperation from ibe viewpeint
of radical individualism. ¥ oa fature is-
sae the sabiect wil! be handied, with dif-
fepent resgoiis, frem the viewpoelnt of so-
eigl Uheralism}

Many of those who are looking for
a solution of our econermic problems
gseck it in the fielWd of cooperation.
Thie Cooperative movement has made
some Impressive gains.  Bal it bas
failed fo enlist genersl support and
the economic problems remain un-
solved. We say this despils the fact
that some good minds hsave been
drawn inte it and the liferature of
cooperation is most extensive. Be-
sideg it has found many snthusiastic
and devoied adherents,

T is easy enough io cooperate in
the production and marketing of sim-
ple conumodities.  Where the aystem
preaks down is in its failure to es-
fablish a partnership with those wio
control the sources of supply. The
element of speculative rent 18 not at
the soramand of the cooperators. Dor
are they free from restrictive and
opnressive taxation.

Bui cooperaiion has other draw-
backs. If is artificiai and lacks tbe
stimpulation of individual effort. It
geslks to bring about resulis which
are not desirable in themselves. Iis
chief effort iz to abolish the middie-
man. It seeks bomediate contach be-
tween manufacturer and consumer
I most cases this results in more
expensive gperstion. In irying fo do
away with the profits of the middie-
man they dispenge with thelr more
efficient labor as disivibutors

T was once a member of 4 cooper-
ative enterprise, being ihe manager
of the Mew York office of the com-
carn.  We had thirty-five thousand
_ acres of land and paid to the ownor
U gf the land a release price of thirty
© dollars for every Yot sold by the com-
“pany. The price of the lots was one
Bhundred doli el something extra

o corper lots. We sold lots to the

mount of one hyndred thousand dol-

rg in fhe first ye The lots &
arth nothing, I am soivy to say.
But they sold readily. We had &

beantiful prospectug. 1 know hHecause
§ owreote i, With every deed wenl a
certific of wtock which sntitled the
sior to dividends on the
to he established. as well as the
increase in the valus of the land
The land was situsted in May's Land-
ing, Atlantic County, New Jersey.

Then - we started fo establish in-
dustries, A8 a beginning we took up
the making of cigthing and cigars.

First lat me speak of the olay
neds on the Coinpany's property, We
helieved this clay was adapted to the
making of buff brick, then selling
for forty dollars a thousand as com-
pared with five doliars a thousand
for the ordinary red brick.

Chemists agreed that the clay was
adapted to the making of buff brick,
But chemists do not  make brick;
worknien, laborers and superintend-
ents make brick And we couldn’t
make them, try as we would, Bome-
now the clay stubbornly refused {o
respond,  How much the company
last in this unsvocessful atlempt to
make buif brick T cannot say at the
moment, bt it was considerable

Tou see the members of the Come
pany ‘were not brick malkers. One
of the officers was a Wall street
broker, another was a lawyer, and
s third was connected with a large
industrial company. Of course ifhey
could hire expert brick-makers. Bui
that was not encugh. Their ocoupa-
tional experience unfitfed them for
the runping of a brick plani.  OfF
conrse!

The reader may say ilbat perhaps
the clay was not adapted to ths malke
ing of buff brick Byt it was. When
the ill-fated experiment went into
bankruptey, the clay beds foli inio
the hands of real brick-makers. Since
that thme the brick plant has turned
out great guantities of huff brick for

in Philadeiphia and

Ludldings in
This therefors is o

indus-

210

wihere. e

charged as one more failure for semi-
ERpErimeni
trivamipn for ¢om

ssulls natder partiad £

gocialintic arnd s more
pelitive indusivy and
ity normal
Ao,

Bat now

ing

it me turn to the cloth-
5 ied to s
consumer dire from the
and mun by  the
ihus getting rid of He muidde-
voul see. It works fine on pae
But cur agents were land setl-
oot tailors.  We would instruct
iot-selling agents to take the
Lo the compay
property on the traing rumning out of
MWew York and B delphia, We fonk
600 on one train from Mew York, so
we fad lots of progpects,
incidentaily, because we coutd not
gzt the hest ified persc
placed o charge
tapblishment the
irisd unsuooe
plant, He dic
brick but liitie al
I tell you those sully were horyors.
The cioth of gosd g
the suits were alimoest invariably mis-
#its., 1 gol steme of ib sulls. 0
never had 50 mani nhes and never
went so badly 4 I had s trunk
fulli of forty suits and managed with
the aid of a custom tailor to geot
some  suibs that fitted well ot of
them. ‘The exeursionists who
measured on the train by our a :
did not fare so well and for the
part threw the suils hHack on us. Bui
make no mistake  We had got rid
of the middbmsan.  Buot heavens, st
what a ocost!
It would ta
o do justice 1o this experiment 1o
cooperation. Take the cigars, Mad
on the ground in cur oWn COMPENYE
plant  and 1 direct o
smoker.  Ablwlish  the middlensan!
Bat somehow i dido't owork,  The
agents smoked most of the oigars
the lost Tha

ahlizh-

ment owned COTi-
Pany,
AL,
ey

2rH,

(1240

we

the italloring os-
wian who had

brick

same

t¢ the pen of a Dic

the

(ISR ELR N

caie tooan
end in the early nineties. We buil
some forty Houses. 1 belie ST
of them are stil standing.
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dimeiy Anglo-dmerican figure represenis
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At trad T o - R . . tiayer
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snnouncement  was  made
agrectoent of this na-
fure was contemplated.  Our com- sods show g gain of 14
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@

The December nuwbher of the New
York Medical Tiy has given the
profession @ splendid lesson in P
litical Teonemy,  With gredit o Pro-
fessor Haney of New Univer-
sty the Medical Times the
activities and kleas of D Francois
Guesnay, leader of the old. French
Physinerats, these forerunpers of the
“Single Tax" so intimately related to
Georgists i spivit if not in time. i
the medical profession could have
more of this philosophy presented Lo
them and Bbe brooghl to realize the
refation of land mf,m{;‘ps;}ljf to dissase
susaepiib nol Lo mention its re-
lation to  professional  freedom, it
would become s gresl belp o
movement  and fo fhe physicians
themselves,

Dy, fguesnay, it is recalled, ren-
dered valuable contributions not mﬂy
to medical usages of his day, but a
philogopher and eponomist. I
erted a radizal influence wiich lives
in the soundsst ecopomic thought of
par time. Te fSuesnay, f {0 any ong
man, rightfalty belongs
rors, the Litle of Fathe
Seience.

Befors Dr. Quesnay bogan big writs
ings on Pelitical Hoonomy he
smployed as physician lo Bing Louwls
KV. To offsel the enervaling effects
of court life Drfuesnay wisely pre-
seribed for ithe tieed King a course
in oocupational therapy . Aftoer & pre-
Liminary course in making snuff hoxes
and such putb Lo work on oo
printing press which had boen set up
in hig private apartmenis

Onee  he had  become achuainlod
with the necessary malerials and me-
whanics the Doctor sald Lo bim, “Sire,
you have seen when hunting a greatl
deal of lands, farms Taborers
Fou are going 1o print an aocount of
how  these peuple
wealth,”  And he w
ATANLY Lhose!
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e L4l
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hysician to a

After pussnay had wriitten his last
notable contribuiion o medical He-
erature in 1758 e burned specilioally
o Political Heopomy., A cellection
of his works e extant uider the ii-
tie of CGeuvres ooonombgue of phile-
wophigue.  He and bis school s cred-
ited with having influenced such men
as Malihas, Benjamin Franklin, Glad-
stone, Mill, Proudion, and George.
Bven itoday, Waller in hiz
An Inguiry lnbe the Principles of the
m:afi #ociety demands a Tree roarket.
v with bis “That goverpment

which governs least” but

sehoes  Quesnay.  Adam  Smith e
tended to dedicale his Weallh of Na-
dions to @uesnay but the laiter died
apout bwoe years before the gppear-
ance of that great work,  Hendrik
W m van Loon declares “he oolid
have saved France” had his inieliec-
i bution Been accepiod and

Lappman

il
applied,

The Medical Times goes on o
(quoting in essence), “The Thysioo
of fruesnay iy defined by Pro-
Haney as a syvstom of thought
upon a belief in paiursl wws

,mus;t e followed If men

their  highest well  being.
sehje‘:s:h was o ascerialn the
natural laws, whoese ohservance would
vestore  all  Franee o opulencs)
(ifaneys.
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or Perish,” warns the
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i apher sees a lesson that Amer-
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npemployed  united o a
o celled the €
formed in January, 1833 It

raging  institution.—
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change,

waterialy,  salvaging  bu-
YIS, Found all the members

Warh was 1o
york of ) hours
¢ first plece of
abandoned

had tooof
pul up ong weak’s
for a membershin, T
work was  repaiving

it

pailding: artisshs put it in o for
the af ik change, Calls went
out o the Red Cross to “share whal

ciothes and
came, A
Vi

you can spare,” especially
shoes. 1?1\.!.!”\21133

other

and 23

chings a%-
ent was put under
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aboratory o stupendous na  of
zresd and exploitation Teing
plaved; socisly was sick umﬂ death;

hrain brust’ was I

gtem  the

ficial

1y o

I

families  with  fuel, shelter  and
clothes were palehed up
to haul workers out (ko chop woorl
(donalted) and ko haul  the wood
hack  Hmply houses were Ta for
a period of time and recondition <:! te

nay the rent. The workers were p:md
‘or this work in scrip, and the houses

rented to them Tor serip.  Bur-
plug products from the T, B, Gove
arnment-—hides from slanghtered cal-
tie, wonl, ele—came Lo the Fxchange

From ool
nsiresses

w o malerials,
and 5o

wi donated T
Wlers 1o {*argwnt{fz

the epnferprize was soon uging unem-
ploved harbers, nb@;‘cmztici:u st ine
1] e One pitifal discon wins that

many  wers invallds,”
fong um,mpée»'"“"! they could not work
at all, or to liittle advaniage.

Arud ’h’ow has ithe Hishmond ox-
periment worked? It iz slill in op-
grafion. I has salvaged many on
the yverge of despalr, senl ihew forth
o take jobs in indusiry. Tn this it
has been worth while, Yot as 5 seif-
help unit, standing on its own hob-
tom, it has failed,  Financially

riaf A1y
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FEatety
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golng furtber and furiher imic the
rod. L depends on oulside dona-

Its support comes in
193¢ it was
Fichmond

tong--charity,
fthe form of “gifts” In

worted ohlefiy

ity Fund hes and the
Federal HEmergency Relief Adminis-
tration, about half and half. Tragic

fach, i, liks snost self-help
hag solved nathing, Iis

vaging operations with old clothes,

2 5 the

=

aid

shoes and donated cast-offs, has
actually reduced the standard of lv-

mbe

ing of , farcing them to

satisfied with sasi-offs and patch-
:in a langd where machinery ks dis-

gorging imere  bright new raiment
than can be sobd

Why g this so?  Paruy, Pyof.
Smith  eoncludes, becauge the  self-

helps have not Heen permdtied to sell
cutside they
would compete with “profit’” business,
“Prohably,” he a most sig-
nificant thing about self-help cooper-
atives from industrial viewpoint
number of theln have suo-

11 tnpt ithey had to be
aumiper of cases they
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owners of profit

ad the abundancs
B producing.
unamplay=
profits ;
tive mmz

W

their  surplus

mi,y B,

The
iz that s
coeded 50 0w
kifled  in a
v shopped

have

inhe

WE
Phais ompulsery
ment In lhe interest of
mew and peouliacly destruc

Lo

1

gives




he Freernan, Februavy, 1958

of slevery—aaors  destructive then
chatiel siavery.”
3 course, oAy
which the ballle
ferpcious, Hhers would
to competition from seif-heipe
tha Hmited marksi that now sx
1 3o litfle purchasing power
a dog-eal-dog condition exists
everywhere. “Profits” by and large
are precariocus enoy as it im. And
what are these The return
to enterprise, : athe wages
of mpanagement, Zw one con gquarret
with the
But in the ferm
come Lo aszociate
the return Lo the ¢
lecior  of  special prv slevies of
many varigties. "PZ'ﬁfli in ress i3
a myth unless intn s com-
ponent parts and see wherein the ex-
ploitation réally Business in the
main is on the ragged edge of bank-
ruptoy itself, in aboul the same posi-
tion as labor, Both are fghiing o
survive in a world in which millisns
cannot buy beoa they cannot pro-
duce wealth (purchasing power), Cur
hankruptcy statisiics this.
The seli-help  cooperatives bz
failed principally because they s
Iocked oul of the sources of yaw ma-
terialz, Thes mist get by
mMesgre Coab nil Most
of their lév‘m in I an pato-
work o te one another. e
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Seven Classes in Hartford
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