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fhen Christ declarad-that it was esslier fcrré canel to
pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich =man 10 enter.into
the klnvdom of God; when he declared thatd téey'who would lead
should serve: what 4id he mean? Did he not mean that it is not
good for men to ve exslted abeove thelr fellows? Did he not mean
what all history and all ohservation teaches to be true - that the
'pridg snd ostentation of wealth and Powér ieaaeﬁ the spiritunal

neture and 4ull the sympathy of men with their fellows?

. The Cathollic Church consists of two things -~ a soul and &
machine. The soul is the spirit of Chiist's ileachings; the machine
is the machine of the Scrites aund Eharisess a4 Higl Iriests. The

cne is typifiea'hy the'IOﬂg line of martyrs and ésnfassors,-by'tﬁe

Vincent de Psuls and soggarth sroons who have nads the ehurch desr

to the peor and oppressed. The other is reprs qte& hy forty thou-
sand doliér hrchbishoys, and ths pémp and pride sud circumstancs
of royelty that the surround the pope. Catholics believe thst the
soul@ of the church will always have in impoi'tant emergencies the
di#ina guidance, and that, howsver weak or wicked or corrupt 2 popé
may be, when acting as the "servant of the servanis of Ged,"™ and
SPeaklng ax-cathedra on uuebtlons of faith or morals 1o the univérsal
church, Divine Providence will not suffer him to teach false doec-
trines.. Bﬁt Catholics ~ intelligent CGatholics at least - recognize
in the pope himself nothing more than a man, subject to all the frail-
Yties end conditions of other men. 4nd it is a significant fact the t,
though the Cathollc church has never given up the belief in miracles,
and the annals of her ssints, down even to recent tlmes are fllled

&
. with them, no pope, gince the popes began to assume the power and
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pomp of kings, is credited with a mirscie. So ipstinetively does
the soul of the church feel that that which pertains to Cassar -
cannot pertain to the kingdom of God.

It iz netural to loock to the declared represerntatives and
followers of the Nezasrsne who eighteen centuries agd was crucifisd
for tesching the egual rights ﬁnd ¢ CInn oI brotherhoeé of men, for
aciive énd hesrty support of every mcvemeﬂﬁ to elevate fhe masses by
securing soecial and political justice. But 1% 1s unnatural to 1éek
for this aid to-men, whatever thej may profess themselves, whé are
gorged with wealth and surrounded by pomp. Hen who 1livé in palaces
and are clothed in purple snd fine linen, and asscclate with the rich
and powerful, are, with rare exceptions, now, &s in Christ's time,
the defenders of "things égg:they are,"” the upholders of the soeial
injustice that, to pamper the few, robé, degrades and imbrutes the
many. Nominally shepheﬁg’of Christ's sheep, and ﬁsiﬁg his name aé-
a means of gaining weslth and power, their interests and associations
make them the friends snd supporters of the wolves thatrpréy upon
the fold. Among the poorer clergy of the church cof England are many
devoted men whose whole lives are given to seffoxis for tha ele#ation
of the mssses, but the holders of the rich livings of the church of
England have, as a class, preached a gospéi of servility fo power
and of contertment under .injustice infinitely more degrading than
the worghip of Odin and Thor; v%hilethe Znglish bishops, with their
stately palaces and princely incomes and titles of "my lord" and-
”your grace” have been to a man the mest bigoted and uneoﬁpromisu
ing defenders of every hoary wrong, the bitterest opposers of svery
step in the advance of freedom and the emancipation of labor.
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"It ls easiar for g camel‘to go through the eye of a needle
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fhan fcr a fich,mag to enter inte the kingdom of Goé.“ What,

then, can any movement which aims at restcring to the disinherited
their equal rights in the bounties of their Creator, and thus abol-
ishing peverty and bringing the kingdom of justice on earth, expect
from those cireumstanced as are the man who glves this letter to
the pfess and the men who signs it? The one lives in a marble
'palaee-in that guarter of New York where the millionaires live, and
draws for his own private purse a princely lncome of over %40,006
_a'year,-from the hard eaxﬁiﬁgs of his poor"subjects™y whe iive in '
erewded and sgualid tenements - an income iargely made up by a tax
u@en the burisl of every aead'Catholic'in'ebnseerated ground. He
is the center of the most fulsome flattery and ébjeet sérvility.
Though 1living in & @emgnratic ceuntiry, whase’ﬁyery constitution
prohibits éitie&"gf nobility, he is aadfesséd by the title given

in monsrchical countries only %o the highest ordsr of ncbility,

has a lot of "my lords”" to do his'biﬁ&iﬁg, end his “Subjécts" 58
lute him by félling down om-their knees and kissing his hand.

Phe other lives in the largest and richest palace in the
world - a paslace so extensive fthat it is seid to eontéin seven
thousand rooms. He is surrounded by the pomp and circumstancaes, not
merely of Europesn monarchs, but of Asiatic despotism. He wears on
state ocea%ionﬁ, not ené crown,but three. He is surrcunded by guards,
| net of common scldiers, hﬁt of nobles, clad in steél helmets snd white
buckskin breeches, and 6f:8wiss merceneries gsrbed in all the cclors
of the rainbow. He is habituslly addressed as "Your Heliness," and
to exalt him as far as poséihle atove human kind, men are turned in
his service into beéstsrof burden, and he is carried on the shoulders

of a cerps of trained bearers, while vpeacocck fans, the symbols of



orisntal grandeur, are borne sbove his head, He has a court com-
. posed of Teminences," and "illustrisimos,” and "my lords," and those
who appraéehrhim ¥neel dcwﬁ and kiss his foot. The rich are con- |
stantly bringing him offerings, and on every aceaéion the kings of
the sarth, even to the sultan,of the Turks end the emperor of ithe
Chinese, send him kinglyjpreseﬁts. What sympathy can s man who
-lives iﬁ such an atmogphere have for democraey?."ﬂo men gather'grapes
of thorns or figs of thistles?” ®hat can the cause of the oppreésed-
masses expect from him? "It is easisr for a caﬁel to go through ths
aye of s needls than for a rich men to enter into the kingd&m of
God.“‘ |
\ Signed: Heﬁry George.
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