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Editorial

An admission that Government statistics
contain traps for the unwary was made by
Sir Dennis Robertson, Professor of Political
Teonomy at Cambridge. In an apology, 23rd
November, he admitited that when addressing
London University students earlier in the
month he had "fallen headlong® into two
major traps in a Government Blue Book of
gtatistics, and that most of the figures
he had given were wrong. Thogse figurcs he
had taken from e.l9f’ Blue Book on National Income and Lfnenu¢ture,
which is romolled by the Central Statistieal Office ard published by
the Stationery Office. It contains 70 pages of statistics and more
than 20 pages of notes.

#in picking my way through the minor traps in the official stz
;uticu, I fell headlong into two major ones", said Professor Robertson.
T failed to observe a note that shop assistants' pay, which for 1030
was included in Salaries, was now included in Wages."
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We sympathise with him, Yet what are minor traps to Sir Demnis
wouid bo major traps to the less experienced. As for the major
trupu vosae 1t iz bad ,nough to vpparate wages from salarle -

as ult tﬁc compller’3 convenience does not engender confidence or
rogpeet in those vho have Yo rely upon statistieal information from
official sourcesg.

Readors will find this theme developed in the article "Statistics
and the 3tate!, by Dr. H,G. Pearce, which appears in this month's
issue,




Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light:
The year is dying in the night;

Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.

Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, acrosg the snows
The year ic going, let him goj .
Ring out the false, ring in the true.
Ring out the grief that saps the mind,
For those that here we see nc more;
Ring out the feud of rich and poor,
Ring in redress to all ménkind.

Ring out a slowly dying cause,
And aneient forms of party strife;
Ring in the nobler modeg of life,
With sweeter manners, purer laws.

Ring out the want, the care, the sin,
The failthless coldness of the times;
Ring out,; ring out my mournful rhymes,
But ring the fuller minstrel in,

Ring out false pride in place and blood,
The eiviec slander and the spiteg

Ring in the love of truth and right,
Ring in the common love of good.

Ring out old shapes of foul disease;
Ring out the parrowing lust of gold;
Ring out the thousand wars of old,

Ring in the thousand years of peace.

- TENNYSQN.
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"In a socleby where statisticiams 'uhrlve, 11bex"by and ine
dividuality are likely o be emasculated.”

This is the verdict on stebisticians given 'by"a prcmnenb
statistician, M. J. Horoney, in his book "Faots fron Figures",
pubiished in the Policah Books (1953)

He points out that statistics arose hlstomcally ag a State
Arithmebtic used, as it is sBill used, to enable rulers o find
- out how far ths:,y may safoly go in pmklm* the pockets of their
subjocks, Psychologically stabistics aro dangerous beceuse it is
30 ©asy to do arithmetic and se difficult %o .inborpret figures,
And logically bthoy arc dangorous beoauso it is fatally easy to
Thinks that accuracy 111 arn.tlmetlc: is @q_ulvalen'b ‘co accuracy in
knowledgo. :

Ee is very hard on the "academic tomfoolery" called Index
Mumbors which he doseribes as a sympbom of the modern disease of
trying to koop o chock on everything., He says that so many of
thoso indox mumbors sre gso complotely devoid of practical volue
that "their regular caloulation must be regarded ds a compulsion
nourcsis®. He reogards the tying of wegos to cosbwofeliving ine
dexos as a schemo which is “positively Ma,cha.avelliazl'in ita accopt-
anec .of decepﬁlon 88 & necess:.ty in pol:d:ics

' In his Chapter on Time Seriss he says bthat “economw foro-
-oasting, like woebher forecasting in England, is only walid for the
noxt six hours or so, Beyond that it is sheef¥ guesswork and he
comparcs these statistioldns with the astrologers who counsellod

the medismml plonners, Ho prodicts that "onme day they will be relee
gated to the Sunday newspapers to displace the astrologers from their
last refuge®.  He calls such economics mumbo jumbo and tremblos to
think of “the hordss of students of commerce and cconomics who are
tostod in thelr proflclanoy a:t sorting ou’t the seasonal variation and
lon:rwterm trend". : L

He 1ongs to do bat'tle with, :;.ndex mmbers and time sories analy<
'sis as "cursos ou modern oivilisation' and a dragon of superstition.’
Bu‘b it is sad bo 'bh:l.n}: that popu}.ar ﬁupersta:b::.ons are a.lways 50




popular. Aftor Professor von .Heumnn’s degsoription of tho motho=
matical antics of oconomists as "inadequate and imappropriate use
of a peworful instrument thet is very difficult to handle™ (“"Theory
of Oomes and Boonmemic Behaviour" 1944), this is ancther blow at
that invasion of thought by mathematleal symbols whmh Professor
tophon Leacock desoribed ("Fumny Piecos" 1937), as boamyrot in a
hundred receat bocks by a -hundred recont authors whoso tobal utility
wos to teach roaders“bo surrender their sconomic thought to the dic
tation of the elite" = the methematics that does not help thought
but 'Jmmdem it » ond "merely helps to turn economiecs into an oscberic
soionce; as a Yochnigue for coverinpg up their ignorance of sosial
reaiitics. In shord, said the labe Professor, "economies is what is
called in crimiml circles, a racket®,

But Henry Goorpge woke up bo this racket when it first reared ibs
heands Ho sald (Theo Science of Political Economy, p 100) that the
albbempt of the Professors to pass off their laws of mathematics as
1aws of vooncmics wag "essentially dishonost™ and a technigque whoroby

"questions that must bo met in a truo polibiecal economy, mey be
oasily avoided by those to whom thoy soom awkward", And in the same
work (p. 143) he put his finger on the folly of certain sbatistioians

- when he wrobto "Statistics cmmot aid us in the search for a thing
until we know what it is we want to find, It is tho Tower of Babel
over again, - Mon who abtempt to dovelop a sclence of the production
and distribution of weaith without first deciding whab they mean by
woalth, cammot understand cach othor or oven undergtand themselves®.

i%;_f'.'. ‘ - y K . R 1};”», Hmy (’Q Iha-?ﬁ&z .
e : i "The : Standerd" (Austraiz.a), Sept 1954,
* | ~FIGURE THIS 0UTS | | ‘

) . The’ danger of relying on statistiocs, even Government statistics R

© is well exemplified by the ammual Economic Surveys issued by H. M.
Stationery Office about two weoks before Budget Day. In this survey

. the rational income is divided inbo Wages, Profits, Rent, ebc and the
income from Rexnt is shown as somewhere in the region of £500 million,

" To the umwary this seems an excepbionally low figure but the catch in
it is that it is mot economic rent at all, for it excludes the ront of
land where that remb is not actually paid from one person to ancther.
Furthormore the figure oxcludes values of umusod or idle land, Whoro
the figuros do take in the eoconomic ronbt receiwved it is only the amount
paid over not tho market wenb. An eénormous smount of economic rent
today is concealod in the word “profitg" so that when these Goverrmecnt
figures are oxemined they prosemt a distorted picture of the position
= Rent is shrunken and Profits inflated. Of what value, therefors, can
those figureos bo to the economist who recognises the essential difference
bebwoen incomos from labour and capibal and incomes derived from tho
owizcrship of natural resowrces? Indeed one wonders Just how reliablo the

' othor figures in tho survey can be when one is not familiay with the pro=-
cegs of their compilation and the ideas in the minds of the compilers.




EID 10 TUMNDERDEVELOPED COUNTEIES

18ited the Middle Fast and Asia, Justice
the United States gives some
hose who would raise the ]
‘underdeveleoped' countries.
w Fepublic (28.%4.52),
Rigntsocusness", he writes:!

tast and Asia have s feuwdal economy, a- feudal

' ' i That system was long
British 1 made very romantic by the British.
But those who want to stablize that situation are the most
dangerous peoplilc in the world. They are the ones most apt

to accelerste the trend of that part cof the world to Communisn.
You can't stablize feudalism in the world today and expect

bo survive. ’

What b > Communism io Russia? Feudalism. What is the
1 . srgth of Russia in any part ef «the world?
Feudalise ag there is an opportunity for people to
work and ordinary reguirements of lifejvnone of
thegse d: rrate creeds wiil have any appeal fo our peoplej
21 to olthor pzople,

great po

nor will they appes

who iz down at ths bottom - as you would be if you were
7 in the Middle Bast - would have to take desperate
i ires Lo escape. . The desperate measures are the measures
to get rid of feudaiism. I have heard American officials
talx about underwriting the status guo in the Middle Fast and
Bid. That means in plain langusge undeérwriting the 200 men
in charge of -a country - stabilizing the political control of a
government of, and for, the landlords. With all the wealth
of America, it can't be done, With all the atonmic bombs of
America, it can't be done. This is a revolutidn that is going
on - a revoluticn agalnst the contreol by & few men of the
destinies ol the great masses of the people. I've been among
them -~ I've eaten with them - I've walked with them - Jtlve
shivered with them.

They are wonderful pecople - as fine as the pecple in our
communities here. I say that when we go with the Point Four
program, let's be prepared to make up our minds whom we are for.

Are we for the people or are we for the landlords? Don't

think we can avoid the issue. We won't be there - pur Point
Four people won't be there - a week before we'll have to take
sides. It can't bhe avoided. The peasants will @sk, "Ffor

whose benefit is this increased production going to accrue?
fe it going to accrue to us or is it going to accrue to the




man who lives in Paris? ..

«ooWe could send our agricultural experts and we could increase

the production of the land 1C, 20 psrhaps 50 percent. in

large portions of this part of the world of which T speak, the .
net return to the nan who works the land is between 5 and 10

vercent of the crop; the rest of it goes to the landlords, many

of whom are absentee landlords. Mest of them live din Parxis, R
Rome or Beirut, Those people who get the 5 to 10 percent of

the crop have barely enough ftc live on,. They don't have enough

to send their children to school.  They don't have enough to

have medical care or hospitals. They dorn't have enough to

provide what we call material civilization, such as bathrooms,

water taps, electric fans, radios, rugs on the floor. These

people live in dirt and misery. Increase the production of

that land 10, 25 or 50 percent end most of it will go to the

man who owns the land. Some of those countries are owned by

200 men for whom 2.5 million people work. Increase the

productivity of that land and you make 200 men wealthier...™

¥ & X %k ¥ ¥ ok kK kX ¥ X

LAND MCNOPOLY IN SOUTH AMERICA

In Beunos Aires province, with a population of 3,500,000,
320 aristocratic families monopolise the land. In Curico
province of Chile, 437 great plantations take up 8% per cent.
of the land, leaving conly 17 per cent.of the province for
5,937 small proprietors., - Brazil, with the same population
ap France and an area Iifteen times as large, has only half
as many individual properties (1,900,000 compared with 4,000,000).
There 1s the reasen for the fact that only 2 per cent. of
Brazil is under cultivation, and only 1 per cent. of it is
devoted to the production of food.

(from p.82 of Dr. de Castro's book,
"The Geography of Hunger™.)
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. Homer Hoyt in *Ono Hundred Years: of Land
HOW MUCE LAWD DOES Values in Chicago', tells us that "o
HOUSTHE NEED? Stato of Tllinois could house all the
psoplo of the world on 25f x 100! lobts
in groups of & leaving the rost of the world unoccuplod" (Arﬂa
I11linois 56,665 sguaro nilos).

Tho Br;t¢sh Isles with i%s 51,000,000 people 1s, wo arc boldya
small overcrowed group of islands. Yot the arca of land mecded
to houso its whole population on 27! x 100t lobs in groups of 4
is 1,260 square miles., A cireclc with a 20 mile radious gives us
this areca. Por acre thors would bo 16 houses with 4 persons to
a house, giving a donsity of 64 porsons per acre, which is less
than tho 100 to 200 that is the avorago in most built up

egidentinl arcas,

this allows

' gardens, 24£%

' wide roads and
¢ 62t pavements

e AR AT

If overy four persons werc housod thus and if we took Charing
Cross as our comtre the result would be as shown below, leaving
the romalning area of the British Isles for farms, mines, factories, .
-parks, obe., obec.

Ploago notos It is NOT proposcd that the whole population
G?W%Eg_§53€1sh Isles bo housed within a 20 mile radius
S5 of Charing Cross. This is .
purely to demonstruta
the total arca of land
neoded to houso all tho
peopla of these 1slands, i
glving them oncugh’ -
I living room. " Hoaven ,
probect us from any plunner "j
who would put us‘all within *

a 20 mile radius}

ey,
-r?" Plie-
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Fhenever & social DTObLGm is traced back bo its root couse in
somo sooial injustiocs, the explanation is seb aside as doobrimsire ..
by woll-zntertloned individuals who are move cencerncd to "do somes
thing hore ard now® to palliste the rosultant suffering than to -
rordove the injustice from which it springss The viecbtims of the in
justice ars lod to beliove that their suffering is due to patural.
pauses or to the frilty of human naturs. This doctrine has lad
countless thousands to quests_on the exlstonce of beneficence in the
proat "Order of Things"; vet Honry George showed boyond a doubt thet
undesorved poverty, side by side with undeserved wealth, is not
inevitable but is diroctly traccable Lo man's va.olat:l.on of nsbural
Low,

Superficial critics assert that the simple romedy proposed by
Henry Geoorge cannot achicve tho groat rosults which are claimed for
it., The romedy proposed is to substibube justice for injustico in
+tho rolationship of men to the only source from which they can supply
their needs, Is it, aftor all, such a small thing to sybstituts
justico for in;us‘blco? A troc ie known by its fruits, Under prosent
conditions wo soc on every hand tho fruits of injustice., Will it be
vory remarkable if tho substitubion of justico produces very
different resulbs?

The question now arises = can this injustice be removed in the
comploxitics of modern 1lifo by & method thet will lond itself to
modern industrial conditions? - Starting with the principle that all
have common rights to whet nature provides, how can this just
principlo be made effective? It is here that o netural lew, the
oconomic Law of Ronb, poinks the wey, for it discloseca the super-
iority of any land over the poorost land in use. If, therefore, the
highor values disclosed by tho economic rent line are baken for the
cormunity, and land ha.v:mg no cconomic velue is left froe, it follows
that svery member of the community will be put on an eguality in
reference to the bounby of nabture, The lew of renb is the keystone
of the whols social structure and an intimate knowledge and clear
approciation of this law throws a flcod of light upon every social
problem from “che contre to the clroumference of the Body POll‘blGo

This law of renb dlscloses what should ‘be treated as a communel
valus, a value which ircreases as population grows, civilisation
advances and public needs arise. Now inventions which increase the
officiency of labour and capibal in the production of wealth
orystallize imto economic rent, If, therefors, economio rent Woro
token for the commnity, it would emsure that the whole community




would share, in common, the advantages of an advancing civilisation.
Individuals who have given but little consideration to the law of
reut will no doubt consider this an éxbravegent stabtemenb, but it is
one that can be clearly demonstrated. The law operates as the resulb
of two natural phenomens reacting upon one another, The first is that
the nabural elemert, land, varies in the advantages which it offers
for the production of wealth, either on account of its natural fort-
ility, its richmess in minerals or its geogrephical position., The
second is That it is a nabural instinet in menkind to follow the line
of least resistance in producing whe® ls necessary for the satise
faction of material needs., These two phenomena brought into comtect
call forth the natural law of compe'bition, and the law of. compe’citio-n
dotermines the degree of economic rent. For if two or more men,
having an cqual right to what nature has provided, are faced with the
opportunity of satisfying their needs from land, some parts of which
offor greater advantages than other parts, cach man will naturally
degire o employ himself upon that part which will give the greabest
return for an equal smount of labour. Froe compobition amongst them
will induce them to offer a premium for the use of the bost land and
this premium will measure the full superiority of the advantage which
- the land possesses. This premium is economic rent. When the full
economic ront, disclesed by unfebbercd competition, is teken for the
pu'blic, tho whole community will secure the full messuro of the ade
vantage attaching to anybhing provided by naturs, The law of come
pebition and the law of rent will then be seen working toge‘bher for
the good of the community.

Tho law of competition,' springing as it does from a natural
instinet in man to sabisfy his needs with the least exertion, is omo
of nature's laws; and, like any obther natural force, it can be made
te minister to the good of menkind or be burned inbe a destructive
agents A foir field and no favour are the essential conditions in ~
which, alone, this law can operate beneficially for the good of all.
But this fair fiold is denied when the majority of men are prohibited
from omploying themselves according to naturo?s plan, Nature ime
Pogos upon man the nocessity to labour to satisfy his material nceds,
and ot tho samo time provides him with a storehouse from which he may
provide himself with evorything he wants. Bubt the storohouse of
nature is “owned" by a comparative few.

Privato property in things that have been produced by labour cdn
be justified on moral grounds, bubt privwmbe property in nature's
gifts offonds against ovory moral prineiple. It enables the owner
to commnd serviee without rendering service in reburn, and thero-
fore doos not corform to the moral principle of service for service,
which is the cenbral low of soeial development, There is no service
rendered in simply giving permission to use something which nature
has provided for the common use of mankind.

w Charles H. Smithson.




The following account of Hull's "private" telephone
sorvice (exiracted with acknowledgements from an article
in "Public Service" Qctober 1954) provides much foed for
thoughb, - It is of significence in discussing the
functions of central goveromenti

Kext month, Hull telephone service = the only surviving municipal
tolophone service in the country = celebrates its jubilee. Whal has
this independence meant to the citizens of Hull?  How has the
corporation managed to hold its own against the vast post office
nonopoiy? ...

When the first lines were laid in the city in 1881, the privetelyw
owned National Telephone Company startod business with 32 subscribors.
Twonty=-throe years later, Hull Chamber of Trade, dissatisfied with
tho services provided, persuaded the corporation to"set up in
compotition. Thus the Wincolmlec exchange, catoring for 1,160
subscribers, wag opened in a converted baths on November 28, 1504,
with a staff of 30. Since that date, Hullt!s telephomne service
has neover looked back ... '

Its sorvices arc generally chcaper than those provided by the
post office., lLooal calls cost only twopence. For £9 a year =
£18 for a business line - a subsoriber can mako as many locel calls
as he wishes. Installation and remtal charges also compare favourably
with post office rates. Tho corporation pays 10 per cent royalties
on tho rovemue from local c¢alls and subscriptions and trading profits
arc subjoct to income tax. Yot each yoar the service shows o
substantial net profit - in 1953 it oxcoeded £45,000. lMost of this
monoy is “ploughed back"™, but profits have ocoas;onally beon
diverted to general rate reliof ...

The dopartment is not conbont merely to run the local telophone
gsorvice: it also competes with private entorprise in installing
inter-communication systoms in business houscs and hotoels, and has
introduced a number of specianl services ...

One of theso has achieved fsme far beyond the city's own boundaries,
for it bas brought Santa Claus to life for thousands of children.
The exporiment, bogun in 1952, was repoated last yoor with still
groantor success: 36,000 children from all parts - including some
from as far away as the Channel Islands and Sweden - rang Hull
3anta Claus during the four evenings before Christmes to hear how
the brownies in thoir workshop were busy sonding out toys, and to

L




liston to carol-singing., A differert script, mostly‘wrztton by
tho staff, was rocorded for each evening.

Throughout the year, the same apparatus is used for "Dhonod1¢ry
which advortisos local cinema progrommes with reccerded trailers.
And, using the samc dovico, Hull hit the national headlines carly
uﬁls year when it rolayod the olsction addresses of the rival
candidatcos in o Porliamontery by-clection. Agein, during a
temporary ban on radio broadcasts of feotball matches, the
doportmont relayed commentaries of local club matches to hospitals
in the arca. This is now a popular permanent feature: special
tolophone lincs are provided freo, and the.staff give their sorvices
voluntarily.

Music for parks and picr, ballroom and burial sorvices is also
part of the deportmentts service, More than 800 gramophons
rocords are storod in the coporationts studio, and fiveo mombers of
the clcctronics staff serve as part-time isc-jockoys! throughout
the summer.

No one ean be trusted te use the tools of logic fairly unloss
he is morc devoted to the discovery of truth than to the defonce
of his curront prejudices. ILogical argumont can be impassioned,
vehement, involvo the pounding of tables and the rending of hair,
but the logician is ths men who, even in the midst of such
hlstrlonlcs,‘w111 grent a tolling point whon. it is made. The
logician can be s highly emotional person, but his mind must
always rule in the end. . He will be willing to follow a train
of thought whorevor it leads, whether or not he likes whero it
loads him. Such a man is fimally ruled by roason, and such a
man, slone, is capablo of ruling himsolf or governing others.
The demagogue rends his hair and pounds the table, too, but in a
different cause. o is merely trying to mislay tho vital issus
at hand, and, if things do not go his way, he will drop the
argument altogether and take up avother highly irrelevant one.

- MAWAS, May 1954 -

****#‘*a'as

COST OF "ACQUIRING® IS { London Courty Council are proposing to spond
THE COST OF LAND E £1,450,000 on acquiring, clearing and partly

developlng an industrial ostate of 118 aores
of land, which now forms part of the Woolwich Arscnal.
- "Bvening Standard), 19th October, 1954 -
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REAL TaTATE - AMERICAN VERSION

advertissments cygeared in the New York Herald
Tribune 5 eal Estate); 19th September,
1954, '
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ans getting into town.
Hlic SBchool System is
¥ cur state educational

{flote: TComwuting men
The Apesrican Pu
the squivalent o

Buy one of the fine bhomes advertised new,
DRIVE UP TOTAY 2o you won't be saying next year, "I should
youn 4_7 keve bought thet home in Rockland County last
& ar.™ '

e S WHY?

lovely county is on the threshold
¢«nl cotate development.  The New York
ay and its Budsor River Bridge with
plus the Palisade Interstate Parkway
Hew people and new business are

ies these new developments will provide
igating this fine, healthful area for homes

LAEY COMMUTTIH

It takes less time new to cummute from your suburban home in
Rockliand County thon from some sections of the Bronx, Queens or
Brooklyn - AND the new parkways snd Hudson River bridge will further

lmprove these commuilng facilities.
HOMES FOR LIVING

sounty have the larger grounds, the modern
P the outdoor living which today'!s modern family
qu towns are typically suburban with stores and super-
providing svery need. Banks and savings and loan
ations with 2te running into the millions, theatres,
clubs, fine schools, hospitals and churches are among

i wtropolitan area; PLUS economical natural gas,

[

]

tau i
city ard low taxes.,

RECREATION, TOO

rEures are minutes from your doors. We have the

0 Mountains and other areas of forest and streams.
¢5 of the beautiful Hudson River. The zlpine State
ades Interstate Park and Bear Mountain Park with many




beautiful lakes, trails and camp sites. We have hunting, swimming,
- boating, fishing and access to all the summer and winter sporte

you could desire. (Sponsored by the Rockland County Board of Healtors, )
* * * * *
- WEAT ARE THEY SELLING? -~ :
Our office is fired of advertising homes with
_DEAR MR. & MRS. captions such as "Darien commuting" or "Darien
HOMBSEEKER vacinity" as though we were ashamed to admit

the homes advertised are not in Darien. Actually
some of our bordering communities such as West Norwalk or Rowayton
are extremely desirable.

We have done some extensive research on the Norwalk public school
system and Tind that false rumors regarding such system to be

the crux of the matter. In our previous lettcrs we have told you
how gocd our Darien SChools are.

Here are some facts regarding the Norwalks Public School System:

1. Norwalk.is presently engaged in building 3 nmodern
Flementary and 2 Junicr high schools, which phase
of the building program is expeccted to be completed
by 1956. Fot including these schools, there are
15 Elementary, 3 Junior high and 1 Sernior hkigh schoolse

2 Many prominent people are located in this area -
propably the most publicized being "Mary Martin"
of "Scuth Pacific" fame, whose daughter, Heller,
has attended the Norwalk Public School for years.

5. Negotiations are being made to purchase land for a
second Senicr high school.,

‘Sincerely yours, KELSEY BROWN SHERWOOD,
One Post Road, Darlen,'

R R E R EE R

Millwall is ome of the best supported
GOING TO THE (ISLE OF) DOGS  Third Division Footbsll Clubs in the
country; vyeb, for the first time since
Charles Hewitt becames manaper in 1938, the olub is forced to sell players
to keep solvent. The cause of these @ifficulities, "The Star", November £0th,
tells us, is that "“btwo years age Millwall spent £30,000 buying the freechold
of Tho Den to prevent the ground being sold over its head."




LAND, X AWD WAGES Therc is & dispubs bebween the Ruler of
Avu Dhabi, Shakbut II, and the King of
Saudi Arabia about the cwnorship of some 20,000square miles
of desort.

Until a fow yoars sgo it mattorod little who owned this tract
of sparse scasonal grazing, in which the Ossis of Buraimi is almost
the only green spot. Now it may be worth coveting.  Across the
most statie of societiss has fallon the shodow of the most mcdorn
of monoy-makers and troublo-mekers = oil.

So far nonc has been found in any of the soven Truecial
Sheikhdoms undor British protection. Bub prospectors arc busy
and the minds of the rulers are 1it with visions of such woolth as
has gushod inbe tho coffers of thsir ncighbours in Kuwait and Qatar.

Boundarics have suddenly assumed a feverish importanco, not
least for Britain, who tamed the Pirabo Coast inbc the Trucial
Congt 83 years ago. It took its now name from the porpetual truce
among themselves which the warring rulcrs promiscd by troaty to
obgerve. If il were now dlscovercd the troafy might come under
socvore strain. '

Poarling, oncc the greéat source of income to the Trueclal
Coast, is being killed, as elsowhero in the Porsian Gulf, by
compotition from cultured pearls and tho rival attraction of
cmployment in the oilfislds. There is a steady rato of omigration
to the oll-producing Statos of Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrein and Saudi '
Arabia. The oil companies pay thoir labourers twice as much as a
man could earn, at greater hazard, as a pearl-diver.

(from an article in "The Daily Tolegraph®, 19th August,1954)

TO0 MUCH FOOD3 The pile-up in surpluses of farm produce in ths

U.5.A. is indicated by Dopartment of Agriculture

estimatos for commodities to be carried over from 1954, They

show increases over 1952 carryovers of 350 per cent for wheat

and cotton, 100 per cent for corn, and 400 per cent for buttfer.
The CGovermment already owns or has under loan these smounts

in conmoditics:

Encugh wheat to provide cach family in the United States
with 1,400 loaves of bread.

Enough cotton to make 117 shirts or 91 housc dresses for
onch family, '

Eaough corn to provide a sixemonths supply of pork products




for the entirsc population..

Enough bubtor to sunply the natlon for- ﬁhree nOﬂthS-

It is cost'mﬁ tho Govoermment $700,000 a day 4§30, 000 an -
hour - Just to store the surplug commodltles it owns. Twonby-
five per cent of uho butter produced last yoar went into Govornment

warchouses |
{Chamber of Commerce Report, U S.4.)

FREEDOM DUFINED  Thoe essoneo of froedom is the ripght of o minority
to do what the mejority of the public disapprove
of, providod it doos no harm o anybody. People are. not to be
prosmcut\d for disegrocing with the mejority.
(Mr Justice Devlin addressing a Jury who had to’ declde
whothor or not a book was £it for publication =
"Bvening Standard", Ootobor 18th 1954)

AMBL3ISADCR FOR FREE TRADE  Mr Aldrich, United States Ambassador
to Britain, said in Hew York today that
if ‘the United States did not move towards a more liberal trade
policy, tho nation was "likely to movoe bagkward into a morass of
groatoer rostricbion, narrow bilatoralism and lower volumes of trade.t
He criticiscd Amcrican action im rejecting forcign tenders in
avour of fmorican oncs which woere higher. = "Every time tho Buy-
fmoerican Act is snforccd to favour the purchase of some high-costing
fmericen osulpment over o lower foreign bid, it causes only o amall
riy plg of intersst on this side."

("Daily Telegraph", lSﬁh October, 1954)

AMBAZSLDOR FOR PROTECTION - Mr. Harry. Chapman, Viee~President of the
National Confeotiorers! Asscciation,
teld & Co“ornnan inguiry in Washingbon that imported sweobs and bars
of choeolato were foreing United States manufacturers into

ankruptoy or morgers. He included British exporters in his
complaint. ' E

"Wo do mot mind helping them", he said, "but we do mind

cormitting suicide in the process." The imports were one per cent
of the smorican market.  They had incrsased from 4,121,000 1b.
valuod ot £674,000 in 1948 %o 21,597,000 1b. valuod at £5 mllllon
in 1853.

 {"Deily Tblegraph", 20th Octobsr, 1954)

PE LOTRNED T0OO WELL! A man who stole eight square yards of paving
stones while council workmen were relaying the

footway cuteide his Wessex Gardens, Golders Green, home, was fined
£10 ot ﬂeﬂ&on today.  The Chairman told the man, Harold Gearson,
£1,000-a—year cconomist, "Apparently being ar economist has not
tau"“t you that you cannot take other people's property."
("Gvening Standard", 15th November, 1954)
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highest possible duty. Radar equlpment is taxed as clockullka
moasuring devices at 65% instead of as olectrical goods at 15%.
Because table tonnis balls can be fired from boy pistols they have
been re-classifiod as armunltlon the dubty was 107, it is now
95%. Raincoats sre taxzed 10%, Whﬁn,somﬁ British raincoats
were imported with a few small lengths of elastic braid between
the linings, they were re=claossified as "articles in part of
braid" and taxed at 45%. Customs disputes and delays are
numerous. By the ond of 1952, 723,000 impert entries had not
boon deocided,. Delays of twe To four years are common. These
are just a fow of the crazy results of protectionist notions,
that Loland B. Yoager draws atbtention to in his attraotivsly
vroduced  hooklct TEroe Trade, ircrica’s Opportunity",

{Robort Schalkenback Foundation, Wow York. Amallable through
the School, price 2s.)

The one positive argumont for free trade, is that it enables
o still groater division of labour. This spocialisation ensures
the preduction of wealth at the minimum of cost.  All other
freo trade argumonts arc rofutations of protectionist objections.
Most of these objections are urmwitbingly based on the assumption
that the free trade premiso is correct!  The feow objections
that doubt this promise, contradict all othor objections.
Mr, Yoager nceds little time to expand the moral ascendancy and
positive character of free trade. He rofutes with skill +the |
objections of protectionists, including such mebters as choap -
Toreign labour, amployment and the home market, national defencc,
infant industries and dumping.

Mr. Yeager's illustration of the Principle of Comparative
Advantage is a masterpiece of presentation. The writer spent
two hours trying by mathematics to prove the author'!s illustration
wrong, but failed. He shows clearly the link betwosn the
protectionist mentality and the montality of those who oppose new
inventions.  Many people do not roealise that the cauvse of
uncmployment is not free trade and inventions, but monopoly.

Free Trade and inventions increase the amount of wealth produced.
Monopoly decreases the amount of wealth produced, There they
cxist together there is always the fear of unemployment. The
cavse of unemployment is beyond the scope of Mr. Yoager's




pamphlet. He contents himself-with showing that free trade is not
ita cause,

What are the chances for free trade in the futurey The popal-
arity of an ides does not depend upon -logic nor upon the capabilities
of i%s advocates, but on people being hurt. ‘When ‘the ‘Corn’ Laws were
thrown'over; the credit was not . ga-duch due to the ‘theorising of
of Adam 3mith or the speeches of Richard Cobden, as to the three
weeins of rain which ruined the British harvest and threatengg the
“Population with death from starvation, Overnight the British people
and Frime Minister Peel became free traders, Today pecple are being
ket by kaving to pay move for goods than they need do, but they are
ignorant of the part protectionism plays. Mr, Yeager's booklet will
do much to dispel such ignorance, . -
= JOHN BATHE

S
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Because we think this represents
- what is perhaps an unorthodox point
of view and becsuse it throws light
y on a particular aspect of liberty of
the individual we print the following letter which appeared in the
" Hanchester Guardien", 17th October, over the initials “ALHE,",
Comments are invited, e ; : ' : )

A
| VIEW POINT

Lo

"Is it not time that we hed a little clearer thirking on the .
question of the so-called "eolour bar! in this country - which
you-go so far as to refer to-as "spartheid" in a hezadline over
a corrgspondent's recent letietr,  There surely is no such thing
in this country, "Apartheid" is something imposed by law ahd
as far as T knéw our laws do not digcriminate aguingt coloured
peoples, - The incidents reported from time to time in the press -
regretbtable though they are — are an exercise of the irdividualls
right to assotiate with whom he pleases. It must be remembered
that diserimination of this kind is not limited to colour, It
can and does operate against white pecple, and it'cértainly
operates among the coloured peoples themselves. R

"I can see no resson why ‘any man or group of men should be placed
under any sort of compulsion to accept a men, coloured or otherwise,
if hig presence is not welcome,  If I may give an example ¢+ I do
not regard my=clf as being particularly "undesirable™, but I am
pretty sure that if I applied for membership in certain London
clubs I should be promptly turned down, I do not feel in the

least agsrieved  about thiss T think it right and proper that
men should Do entirely free to 'choose their friends and
asgociales,” :

e
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People say that prices of goods we buy are determined by
what it cosbs to produce them, What cost? The cost of the best
gituated producer, of the average producor, or that of the worst
situabed producer who has the highest cost? Couldn't we agree
that tho going-price hovers around this last cost ~ the cost to
the last produscer whe is necossary to Fill the demand? And this
moans the man producing on the poorest land in usse.

HOW DO ECONOMIC PRIVILEGES In looking for the factors that decide
BEFFECT TPRICE? cost, how do the basio ecounomic privim

leges holp docide what we pay for our
goods? First, if land spoculation (holding land idle for a higher
sale price) pushes production to still poorer land, mere labour and
more oupibal are required per unit of product than would be necosge
ary on better land, So we can say land speculation raises prices,.

Aro there any obhor reasons for rising costs of production?

What about the pakombt royaltics on a pieco of equipment nooded
in faming, mining, manufacturing? Don't those royalties incrcaso
tho cost of that oquipment, which in turn inorecases the cost of
that oquipmontts products? _

How about tariff dutiocs which have becn paid on such equipment?
Can they have any othor offoct than an incrcase cost on the con-
sumed producks?

Taxos all along tho line increase costs, wo must agroo.

WORKERS VERSUS WORKERS Is thore still another ibem: in the cost of
production which could be dispensed with,
without diminishing the products? If & farmer has no altemative
than to buy his oguipment from a unionized shop; whore the pay rate
is higher than it would bo without The union, dossn't that union
rate reflect in the price of the equipmont? And isntt the farmer
obliged to pass the inereased cost (or go broke)} on to the consumer
of his crops? ‘ ' '

" And so we see that no matter how a "privilege" masguerades, it
#5111l operates for the bonefit of the fow end to the disadvantage
of tho many, bocause it is sclentifiocally impossible for each pro-
ducor bo enjoy a legalized advantage over evoryone else.

‘Thore may be obher priviloges arising from time to time but
thoy can all be abolished by dropping the laws which created them,
ard whon privileges are gone, only equal rights remain.

~ Robert D. Benton,
in "The Imterpreter”.




-GRAND CHRISTHNAS PARTY~
Saturday, December 11th, 6,00 to 11,00 p,m.

Admission, including Buffet Supper 4/6d.(Double 8/;d )
(Tlcketb at the Door) o .

 BAL RGOM DANCING -~ SQUABE DANCING ~ STAGE SHOW

' Note the Address: Portcullis Theatre, 9 Monck - Sto 8. W 1
: (Off G%.Peter S* ~ 3 mins.from School)
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Discussion on )
"THE REDISTRIBUTION OF WEALDH"

‘RBoom 3, Church Houseg)Great‘Smith Street, Wéstﬁinsterg S.W,.1
{almost facing the School)

WEDNESDAY, 15tk DECEMBER, 7.00 p.m.

"Mhe Oetopus of State Economic Plannlng" =~  Mr,Charles Aitken

"Housing - Tragedy and Rarce" . - Mr,V.G. Saldji.
"The Mirage of Incressed Wages" = Hr. V.H. Blundell
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OFE DAY SCHOOL
Bromley Central Library, . High Road, Bromley

SATURDAY, 8tk JANUARY, 1955, 11,00z.m. to 8.30p.m,
(Tt is hoped to arrdngc an Jnformal 5001a} Evenlng from_S 30 onws Ti“)

"quWOMIC PROBLENS - ROOT CAUSES AND RADICAL BIMEDTES! 3
(Toxation =~ fTrade - Puveauoracy -~  Jnflation)

ADMIBSION FREE LUNCH AND TEA AVATLARLE




