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The truth that I have tried ic make clear will not find easy ac-
ceptance. If that could be, it would never have been obscured. But
it will find friends—those who will toil for it; suffer for it; if need
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A Ty

HRIST brought to a world of mis-
ery the doctrine of the dignity of
man,

In a social milien which reject-
ed the weak and the unfortunate,
individuality lost all grandeur;
only the wealth and the power and the position
attaching to the individual gained recogmtion
-in the established order, and vouchsafed identity
in the inevitable futurs,

The predatery State was all-powerful. Its
ally, the ecclesiastical officialdom, had fortified
its position or influence—and, therefore afflu-
‘ence—by giving the sanction of religion to the
status quo. The world was full of Samaritans
and pagans and plebeians to whom not only the
things of this life but even the solace of salvation
was denied.

Teo the poor, then, to the downtrodden, even to
the Magdalene, Christ brought a message of indi-
vidual dignity and worth, “For the very hairs of
your head are all numbered,” He told His follow-
ers. And He preached to them the immediacy of
the Kingdom of God--—on Earth as it is in Heav-
en. “It is your Father's pleasure to give you the

kingdom.”
& @ #*

What Lind of kingdom? What are the ingre-
dients of the social order envisioned in His prom-
ise? Primarily, the reign of justice shall have its
turp. The first shall be last. In the new order
the lowly and the disinherited will be men among
men. The world is to be turned upside down;
the present state being bad, to understand the
futare it is sufficient to conceive as near as may
be the contrary of that which exists.

“On Earth as it is in Heaven.” Heaven can
mean only the realization of the highest aspira-
tion of the human spirit. And what does the
heart of man yearn for mere than Freedom?
Can a concept of Heaven that involves slavery,
economic or spiritual, have any validity? It is
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fantastic, blasphemous, if you will, {6 speak of
Heaven-on-Barth as a place where one man must
pay another for the privilege of Hving and earn-
ing his daily bread. OUr where life is subject to
the whim of predatory interesis, or where such
interests even exist. Such & Heaven was not
in the Christ-promise.

# L4 &

Uver nmineteen centuries ago this promise of
Justice and Freedom came to 2 world from which
Justice and Freedom had been banished by Av-
arice and Privilege, a world which crucified the
One who brought the message. And in the light
of the history of these centuries, with their mul-
titude of wars and their harrowing poverty, one
must conchide that the megsage itself has been
crucified. For the world in which we Hve is as
devoid of Justice and Freedom as was the world
to which He brought His promise, and the dig-
pity of the individual, long submerged by the
geonomic struggle, is being further depressed by
the subtie soporific of collectivist doctrine,

k] & ]

And yet, though Privilege
is powerful enocugh io
emageulate the most beauti-
ful thought, o twist ele-
mental trath info apparent
falschood, to obscure light
with planned ignorance,
there dwells in every heart
a yearning for Justice and
Freedom—so loud and so
constant that it cannot be
stilled nor forever denied.

__ W’ ”iln

.

" Mg those to whom the ways of Justice and the

means of Freedom are known the meaning of
Christ’s promise is clear, And each Chrigtmas
they rededicate themselves o the struggle for
the aitainable ideal—The Kingdom of God on
Earth.

Reprinted from December 1329 Freeman by reguest.
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The Tragedy of Harlem

WITHIN THE UPPER PART of Manhattan Is-

fand is ancther island completely surrounded
by prejudices. Here live many people, ten thousand
in one city block it is said, who because of the ac-
cident of birth are isolated from the other people
who inhabit the rest of Manharttan Island.

Most of these people are poor, very poor. They
are not poor by choice, They are poor because an
opportunity to produce the things they want is de-
nied them. Some people contend that these people
are incapable of producing. That bas never been
proved and occasionally one of the inner-islanders
by sheer will power overcomes the handicap imposed
on them and shows superior ability.

They are permitted to work only at marginal
jobs, that is, jobs which produce the least. That
is why they are so poor. And since they are con-
fined to a limited living area they are a berded peo-
ple. When people are crowded, they bid against
one another for the privilege of living space. They
bid high because they must.

Consequently a larger share of their low wages
goes to the owners of this island within an island,
and these owners are mostly persons who inhabit
the more comfortable spots on the outer island. In
effect, the inner island is like 3 conquered country
paying tribate to foreigners. o

The tesidents of Harlem are so crowded that
frequently they occupy the same space at different
hours. A night worker rents the room for the day,
a day worker for the night.

Such congestion is both irritating and demoral-
izing. It does not make for the cleanliness neces-
sary for decent living. Yet these people, like all
pople, yearn for space in which to move about, for
the privacy that gives one a sense of individual dig-
nity. But, strive as they might, there seems no
hope for anything better than the squalor and noise
and inconvenience of being huddled together, fre-
quently a family to a room. Hope, which is the
spark of achievement, dies.

But it takes long frustration to condition one to
hopeless living. Youth does mot readily adjust
itself to it. Youth looks for better things than
those to which its conditioned progenitors bent their
necks, and youth is inclined to test its strength
against a blank wali environment. In desperation
it breaks cut in revolt.

That is what happened rebenp:ly on the outskirts

of this inner-island. Under cover of darkness, in
the secretiveness of the hiding places afforded by
Central Park’s winding roads, trees and hilis, 2
number of these black boys burst the bonds of their
frustration by attacking and robbing, even killing,
some who, in mad ignorance, were identified with
the world which ground them down. They did
not think it cut. They did not think at all. Beasts
of our civilization are hardly more capable of in-
tellectual discernment than are their four-footed
counterparts. The latter are made wild by nature,
the former by society and are far more bestial be-
cause they are human. ‘

So the police were sent after these young black
marauders. Among the fiercest caught was a boy
of twelve. His forefathers were “freed” in 1863,
but, if he ever heard of the Emancipation, it did
not impress him and he felt an urge to re-free him-
self by the only means a wild beast knows. Now
he will acquire the enphonious title of "‘juvenile de-
linquent,” will be sent to a new environment provid-
ed by society, whence he will emerge in time a2 well-
trained, cunning, ruthless beast of prey.

But the inner-island which made him what he is
will breed more like him. For it is beleaguered by
prejudice and will be so long as those in the outer
island also find jobs toc few to go around.
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'Good Profits and the Other Kind

DURING THE THIRD QUARTER of 1941, ac-

cording to figures compiled by the National
City Bark, the combined profits of ZC0 big con-
cerns were the highest since 1929, and nearly half
again as much as they were in the corresponding
period of 1940. "T'he same source calculates that
Federal income taxes will take 55 per cent of the
profits carned by 140 concerns during the first nine
months of 1941.

Thus the Federal government becomes a greater
participant in the earnings of these businesses than
do the shareholders whose capital is invested in them.

As local raxing agencies also take a share of the
parnings, government as a whole has a much greater
interest in the profits of business than have those
who assame the risks of enterprise.

The government tenders services, and services
must be paid for. But the dictators of justice de-
mand that there be a relationship. between services
endered and payment recived. Our present fiscal
policy makes impossible any method for ascertain-
ing the value of these services; in fact, our fiscal
policy is based on the power of governpient to col-
lect, not on the justice of the amount or method of
collection.

Only in an analysis of the sonrce of the profits
can we find any equitable measuring rod for tax-
ation, And only in such an analysis can we find
.any equity in the profits themselves.

A business which makes a profit from production
has rendered service to society. People want what
it produces and are quite willing to give up theit
production (wages) in exchange for these commaodi-
ties. Every commodity sold satisfies a desire.

In the production of these things the government

renders no service. I'rue, the services yendered by
government facilitate production as 2 whole, but’

that is reflected elsewhere. The profits of the in-
dividual busipess result from its satisfying of de-
sires. Unless it does that there can be 1o profits,
regardless of the facilities provided by governmeat.

But profits {the excess of income over outgo)
can and do stem from something far different from
production. In fact, the largest profits come from
o curtailmens of production. When things are
made scarcer the value of what is prodaced rises,
and the net return to those who gain by this cor-
tailment is correspondingly greater. Such profits
then become a sort of levy or tax on the people
who are forced to pay the higher prices.

The privilege of collecting such levies resulis di-
rectly from government sgrvices, and should, there-
fore, be the source of payment. The word 'priv-
ilege’” suggests that the power and will of govern-
ment has made it possible. It is an advantage
which the police power has given to some persont
or persons exclusively. Profits deriving from privi-
lege should then inure to the government which
makes privilege possible.

If profits from privilege were collected by gov-
ernment, the only source of profits to which entez-
prise could look forward would be those derived
from production. Since profits are the incentive of
enterprise, the urge to increase production, to satisfy
human desires, would be encouraged. More things
would be available, and the quantity of things avail-
able reduces prices, makes for better Living, Also,
the increased production of things makes for larger

" wages, since production is the only source of wages.

Our fiscal policy, which fails to distingwish be-
rweenn profits from production and profits from
privilege, punishes the one and favors the other, The
offect is to discourage production, o encourage the
seeking of privilege, Or, to use the economic ter-
minclogy, to lower wages and increase rent.
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Guessing About After the War

THE DETAILS of history are an agglomeration

of politics and politicians, wars and warriors.
But the overall pattern is a series of social move-
ments motivated by the desire of people to find 2
more comfortable adjustment.

Thus we look upon the general period known
as the French Revolution as the final episode in the
struggle of Europe with an absolutist economy. 'The
military events are of interest to students of the art
of war, the political events to those whose enthu-
siasm is for fegal matters. Oaly of story-book im-
portance are the personages who stratted the stage:
though in their day they seemed to be the writers,
actors and producers of the play, from the perspec-
tive of time they appear more like marionettes at-
tached to the strings of Fate.

The performance now is evaluated as an incident
in the social readjustment from feudalism to the
laissez-faire economy, accompanied by the political
¢hange from absolutism to constitutional govern-
ment. The movement started long before 1789,

It is only in the meandering of peoples for a bet-

ter life that the mosaic of history makes sense. The

Israclite migration after the escape from bondage,
the flight of Europe's dispossessed to the wilds of
America, the cavalcade of covered wagons to the
Western plains—-ail such movements were motivated
by the desire for a better life. Or, in other words,
they were efforts to escape poverty.

When populations shift freely in this escapist
process there are no historical incidents, such as war.
But when opposition is met, either from restraining
influences at home or from other peoples whose ad-
justment is threatened, conflicts arise and these are
internal or external wars. It is the absence of an
easy or known avenue of escape from a poverty
economy that results in the spontaneous combustion
known as revolution.

There may be psychological explanations for the
incidence of war. But, viewing the social pictures
preceding all wars, a common characteristic is an
economy of poverty, and it tends to support a cause
and effect theory. Society seems always on the move
for a better economic adjustment; war is an incident
in its path.

Always the economic readjustment is associated
with a political readjustmeni. Somehow the fic-
tion has always prevailed that a different political
scheme will make for a better life. The known
schemes are limited in pumber, and vary only in the
degree of power wielded by ome group or another
within the body politic.

Thus we have run the gamut from the divine
kings to the divine majorities, back and forth ia
a quixotic search for what no political scheme has
yet achieved——economic justice, That is the ad-
justment which society has always sought.

Reading that lesson of history and taking into
account the general profound ignorance of how eco-
nomic justice may be attained, we might venture
a prognostication of the politico-economic readjust-
ment which soclety will fall into as a result of the
present wotld war.  Such a prognostication is wat-
ranted by the failure—as evidenced by depression
after depression, and a gradual intensification of
poverty throughout the world—of the so-called
laissez-faire economy and constitutional democracy
during the last century and a half to bring society
to the goal it always seeks.

The increasing encroachment of government On
the affairs of the people gives an inkling of what
may be expected unless society, by a miracle of wide-
spread understanding, hits upon the fundamental
condition of economic justice before the readjust-
ment becomes fixed in law and tradition.

With the aid, then, of the historical pattern and
our knowledge of the past century’s trend, we may
prognosticate an oligarchy of self-appointed plan-
ners in our polity and a regulated market place as
our means of making a living, This will appar-
ently be society’s resting place after it has been ex-
hausted by the present conflict.

The particalar form will vary from country to
country, depending on the influences of tradition
and geography. A large political entity, with a
tradition of democracy, may wallow around in the
confining mechanism of a Chinese civil service sys-
tem. Perhaps some variation of Plato’s government
of trained wise men will be evolved after much trial
and tribulation; or privileged groups will round out
a modus vivendi. In smaller countries, or coun-
ries where environmental conditions make for great-
er subservience, a single imperatorship, supported
by a powerful vested group, will do the planning.
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How long will it last? An answer would be in
the realm of prophecy. The Pharachs ruled for
a long time, and the Romans endured a sort of reg-
wlated economy for about four centuries. But be-

cause it won't work, because the goal of economic &

justice wiil immediately seem to be further away
than ever, society, when it catches its breath after
the war, will begin to move about again and seek
another change. The condition of war will be in-
herent in the system itself,
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It may be that the conflict within the new ad-
justment will break out sooner than it has in former
adjustments simply because of the prevalence of
more widespread knowledge and the better means
of communication now available, Society can and
will find the adjustment it has been seeking for ages
once it understands the economic principles of it.
It is in education in these principles, not in war not
in political formulae, that the hope of civilization

lies.

Rooms All Taken

EVERYBODY QUGHT to re-read the Christmas

story from time to time, if only to remind
himself that it is occasionally re-emacted, even to-
day. In Luke 2: 4 et seq. we read (King James,
version) :

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of
the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was
of the house and lineage of David:) to be taxed with

Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. Arid
50 it was, that, while they were there, the days were
accomplished that she should be delivered.

# *® L]

A year or so ago, a ship unloaded some refugees
at Ellis Island, among them a man and wife, with
a child born at sea, barely two days old. They
were Jews who had made their escape from the Old
World to seek another chance in the New,

The woman's delivery bad been a difficult one,
and when they put her ashore she wag ill—very ill.

She spent one day and part of another in the in-’

firmary. The passports were not in order. Sorry.
Immigration laws, you know. Back to the ship.
But the ship is going to Japan. Can't belp it. May-
be the Japanese will let you ashore,

The distracted hmsband begged for a week or so,
to give his wife a chance to get well. He had money;

in corrupt Europe he would have bribed the offi-
cials and got in. On Ellis Island it was no go: the
officials were incorruptible. He went upon his
knees pleading, and was slapped and forcibly re-
moved,

That's the story as it came to me, from another
refugee, a young woman of college age, who ar-
vived at the same time and said she was an eye wit-
pess. I won't vouch for it. It could happen. And .
we don’t have to assume the official who cuffed
the husband and father was essentially brutal. When
people have to say “No” eight hours a day to suf-
fering men and women, they are likely to fiy to
bratality as a refuge. How else could they bear the
heartbreak? ) :
’ - E 2 L2

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and
weapped him in swaddling clothes, and lgid him in
a manger; because there was no room for them in
the inn.

The Causes of Poverty

“TN A SPEECH a few weeks ago, Mr. Seebohm

Rowntree said that he had analyzed the canses
of poverty. . . Three quarters of it was due to three
causes—a third to insufficient wages, between a
quarter and two-fifths to unemployment, and a
seventh to old age; and it is an indication of the
part played by social services, which did not exist

“in 1899, in warding off at least the worst aspects

of poverty that four-fifths of the income of the un-
employed poor and two-thirds of the income of

_the aged poor came from unemployment benefit,

health benefit, pensions or public assistance.”

This quotation is from a serious article in The
Economist, Auvgust 16, 1941, advocating the set-
ting up of a2 Ministry of Sodial Secarity.
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Extortion - Legal and Illegal

NOT ONLY has the conviction of two motion pic-

ture labor racketeers for exortion claimed much
front-page notice, but the hi-jacking practices of
labor leaders as a whole have also been featured
to crusade proportions by magazines and newspa-
pers,

Why? To few people who bave any acquain-
tance with the history of unionism is this news, It
must be remembered that a union is by design a
pressure group. Its threat of 'more money or we
tie up your capital” is an instrument of force, not
of reason,

The power of the union to enforce its decisions
springs from the submerging of the interests of the
individual members in the interests of the group.
This power in practical unionism. is lodged in the
person of the leader.

The leader may be honest; he may be a crook.
How he uses the power at his disposal is a matter
of choice, particularly if he bas built up within his
organization the political means for the continuous
enjoyment of that power. —

The very existence of that power is an invitation
to skuliduggery, as the history of unionism long be-
fore the present exposé testifies. From the guilds
of the Middle Ages to the modern labor organiza-
tion instances of labor union black-jacking of both
its members and the owners of capital are numerous
and nauseating. -

What significance is there in the present crusade
to show up these practices? Can it have the pur-
pose of arousing public opinion against unionism
as a whole, against the futile attempts of workers
to get a few more crumbs out of life, so that po-
litical pressure may safely be msed to bring them in
Tine? : '

But note the economic effects on all workers, on
society as a whole, resuiting from extortion by
union leaders. Like all brigands, they merely raise
the cost of living. What they take is exacted from
the products of labor, directly or indirectly. In the
final analysis everyone who lives without working
must do so at the expense of the producer; there is
no other way.

The labor union extortionist differs from the
beneficiary of a tariff monopoly only in that his ex-
tortionism has neither the sanction of law nor the
approbation of society. et it is just as detriment-
al to our economy, aad therefore just as immoral.

H a Senator from Massachusetts agrees with a
Senator from Louisiana to vote for a tariff on cane
sugar in return for the other’s vote for a wool tariff,

is this not an immoral, though legal, act? Partica-
larly so if both Senators profit directly through
business interests, or indirectly through the politi-
cal support of the beneficiaries. The whole thing
is within the law. But by what ethical standard
can it be justified?

And, do not tariffs raise prices? Then they re-
duce the purchasing power of wages, and lower the
worker’s living standard. Sometimes the extortion
price of the labor racketeers cannot be passed on by
the capitalist; competition from other capitalists,
who are not similarly victimized, prevents it. But
a tariff is always passed on, because none of the
competitors in that field is exempt. ‘

So, while we are correctly excoriating the extor-
tionist as a menace to society, let vs not forget that
the legal extortion which monepeoly privilege is able
to demand of society is of greater volume and there-
fore more detrimental. And by the abstract stand-
ard of right and wrong it is just as reprebensible.

Controlling the Hole

- THOSE OF US who have pondered upon the im-

portance of the hole in the doughant, or upon it
correct radims, must not become discouraged; z gov-
ernment agency gives promise of 2 solution of this
problem.

The promise is involved in the unravelling of a
similar geometric intricacy by Federal Security Ad-
ministrator McNutt, who is at present stzruggling
with the hole that surreptitiously creeps iatc spa-
ghetti and thus metamorphoses that edible into ma-
caroni, That shonld not be. The Food and Diug
Administration, it is reported, is Jooking into the
matter.

This august body recently held a hearing on the
spaghetti-macaroni controversy. Vermicelli and egg
noodles also had their arguments put in. We may
now git back in comfort and wait for a law. All
apertures will be under control.
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 Machines and the

A FREE ECONOMY is a politico-social system

in which: (1) Rent is the only source of rev-
enue of government; (2) All land (sites, natural
resources, riparian rights, wave lengths, etc.} 1is
rented, never sold, to the highest bidder; (3) MNo
government body has authority to levy taxes of any
kind; (4) No government body bas authority to
grant special privileges, bonuses or other gratuities
to individuals or groups of individuals, save, if nec-
essary, the infirm or the incapacitated.

In a free economy, neither government nor pri-
vate privilege can abstract any part of the worker's
wages and where the level of wages will be as high
as the best natural resources open to labor without
payment of rent, the worket's share of production
will be the just reward of his contribution to it.

Since large areas of the earth’s most desirable
sutface are now being held out of use, totally or
partially, for the purpose of forcing labor to pay
more of its wages for the curtailed supply of things
produced on the land in use, it follows that wages
are far below the level which they would attain in
a free economy and that even these wages are sub-
ject to tremendous inroads by government levies.

With both of these drains on the worker's pay
stopped, the probability is that wages would rise.
How high? As high as the inventive genius of la-
bor and the capacity of the surface, sub-surface and
super-surface of the earth will permit.

But if labor's opportunity to produce is thus un-
lzashed, what will preveni wages rising to 2 point
where menial and repetitive jobs would go begging?
Who will do the “dirty” work? And at what
price?

There are good arguments for a street <leaner to
receive higher compensation than a <ity councilman,
or even 2 mayor, but we need not worry ourselves
with this terrible ‘‘problem,” often serionsly ad-
vanced as a flaw in the free economy.

The answer is that when an oppertunity to earn
a living, or a better living, in more congenial or
more productive work presents itself, labor invents
a mechanical way of doing the “dirty’”’ work. This
is as it should be. "Why should human effort be
wasted on work that can be done by a robot?

An instance of this is afforded by a recent de-
velopment. The shortage of farm labor, due to
the more remunerative jobs in war industries, as
well ag to the siphoning of labor into the army, has
brought into being a mechanical corn picker. This
machine has already replaced manual labor on the
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Lot of the Farmer

larger farms. It is considered more efficient than

its predecessor,

The mind conditioned o ocur monopoly zcono-
my queries again: If machines replace men where
will men get jobs? Leaving aside the obvious an-
swer—on the land—one must point ocut that what
the machine produces must be consumed and paid
for by labor and that if machine production makes
it easier for the worker to get things, his wages are
increased to that extent.

The laborer's income is measured in the things
hie can obtain for the things he produces. This is
guite a different thing from the “‘national income”
statistics furnished by the government to prove that
the unemployed are getting high wages. There is
1o such thing as ‘'national income.”

The Crisis in Iceland

VERY LITTLE was heard about Iceland before
the British and then the Americans established
military and naval bases there. Somehow the Ice-
lapders rubbed along pretty well, hardly ever mak-
ing headlines. Since the friendly invasion, these
118,000 hard-working farm and fisher folk seem
to be having difficulties,
Twice in sixteen days last month the Cabinet re-
signed because of economic problems raised by the
presence of the foreigners.

One problem was the abundance of money
brought in by the visiting soldtery, They didn’t
bring beans, they brought money and bought up
whatever beans the country had. And the Ice-
landers learned a lesson in ecopomics: youm can't
gat money.

In fact, they learned that when there’s a lot of
money around and not a lot of beans, somehow the
beans become scarcer, harder to get. They learned,
too, that scldiers, no matter why they are where
they are, do not produce beans. The money they
have to spend does not represent any store of beans
they may have produced in the past; the money is
merely a claim on the existing stock of beans.

Perhaps sometime the Icelanders who got hold of
these dollars (or pounds) will swap them for beans
produced by the then working workers in America
(or England). That won't do the present farm
and fisher folk any good. They are hungry now.
And the Premier cannot feed them. So, there is 2
“orisis” in bean-poor, money-rich leeland.
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“A Slow Sort of Country”

I wonder if Lewis Carroll ever
thought much about inflation. Sure-
Iy when I turned the well-loved
pages of “Through the ILooking
Glags” just now I found a deft pie-
ture of my husband and me and
thousands of other ¥young Ameri-

can couples just like wus, who spend,

all they make for the best living at-
tainable and who lock forward long
and eagerly to that next “raise” so
they can grab for the pexi rung in
the standard of living.

E ] * *
Youn remembper, don’t you, when
Alice and the Red Queen had started
acrogy the giant chessboard and

were running ferribly hard and fast?
Alice panted, “Ave we nearly there?”

“Nearly there!” the Queen repeat-
ed. “Why, we passed it ten minuteg
ago! Faster!”

After running quite a while longer
{he Queen allowed Alice to stop and
ragt, and Alice looked around her in
great surprise. “Why, I do believe
we've heen under this tree the whole
time! HEverything's just as it wasl”

“0f course it iz, said the Queen,
“what would you have it?” '

“Well, in omr country,” sald Alice,
gtill panting a little, “youw’d general-
1y get to somewhers else—if you ran

By MAY SPEED SEXTON

very fast for a long time, as we've
been doing.”
El £ &

Mozt of us have been broughi up
on the good old American theory
that here we pave umlimited oppor-
tunity to work bhard and get ahead,
perhaps if not in any spectacular or
suddenn way then at least by the
sure and steady ralse-by-raige meth-
od. That's the way we were brought
up—hut now--—

After two years of budgeting,
balancing, juggling, shuffling, shift-
ing, postponing, disgramming, and
planning, after two years of stretch-
ing a sufficient income to seem com-
fortable, a substantial ralse hove in
sight.

Bor two years (since the last
raise) the black zide of us had been
running a race with the red side of
us, until al of wus were out of
breath. But now at last the “black”

. was lengths ahead, the race was al-

most over, and on ocur last lap the
thought of that raise wasg fresh air
in our ilungs and col watsr on our
lips. Our banner read not “Excel-
stor” Lut 50 Beautiful Dollars 50.”

Fifty more doliars z month! Now
we could do some of the things
we'd planned for so long, and have
a little margin besides. 8ix hun-
dred more o year! TYippee!

First there was the car—that blue

car--that wonderful car that was

to take us on magic weekends out of

the city. That car was to make us

feel so easy and successiul at Jast,
that car towards which we had bud-

geted many a weary mile. ‘The

salegman said twenty-three dollars a

month would take care of it, and it

wag almost brand nsw.

Then there would be fifteen do}-
lars a month that we were te put
away against the possibie rainy day,
or as we hoped for a real vacation,
The next time summer rolled around
we could grab our precious two
weeks and not have to put it off for
soms vague ‘“manana’ when we
could siretch the monthly salary for
railroad fares and a few holiday
clothes.

And twenty-three plus fifteen leff
a twelve-doliar margin to turn the
bydra-headed dracon of firsi-of-the«
month inte a playful puppy. A few
dollars for & play bhere and there,
or fcr some litile thing we longed
for. ¥Yes, we were happy peopls,
another step forward, another rung
up, but thep—

“Honey,” 1my husband reminded
me, “weve got to put tweniy-five
dollars a month info fax =zavings
stamps to meet that darped income

‘tax next March or go to jail”
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I gasped, I had forgotfen. We'd
always dreaded March 15th, but the
sum was never too large. Now with
the new raise and the new tax rates
it seemed cologsal. :

“Oh Lord” I added, “Tve just fin-
ished comparing my food bills with
last years, and now I know why
¥m always borrowing from some-
thing else to keep house. In apite
of all thiz whitewashed talk about
an eight per cent rise in the cost of
living, mine is up from thirty-five
{o fifty-five a month at the same
stores and living fhe same way.
Weil, there goes the savings ac-
count that was to have bought us
a magic carpet for vacations and a
back-log! But cheerie, my deario,
we've still got our margin, at least
seven dollars of the twelve left—
and that will help.”

“Oh no we haven't! That new
ten per cent tax on praciically
everything makes our dollars worih
just ninety eents, and that poor 1lit-
tle geven dollars won't anywhere

The New Cinema ;Fare

“How Green Was My Valley,” (a
20th Century-Fox Picture, screened
at the Rivoli Theatre, New York),
iz a heautiful and sigopificant film.
Let that, at least, be said to its
credit before a more-or-less scien-
{ific eye seeks out its faults. Closely
following the splendidly written,
similariy-named novel of Richard
Llewellyn, it is a photoplay of sym-
phonic power, detailing boldly and
simply the disintegration of the Mor-
gans, a2 stalwart family of Welsh
coal miners. Portrayed as seen
through the eyes of Huw, the young-
gat of the Morgans, who grew as his
pepple declined, it shows all too

clearly (to those who will but see ity

the crushing pressure of economie
ineguality upon a proud comimunity.

The words “How Green Was My
Valley” are Huw's description of his
native Cum Rhondda in the days of
his bovhood. The Morgans, willing
workers all, are good providers, well
satisfied and knowing no want. But
their one opportunity for empley-

near make up the difference each
month. We'll just have to faece it,
dear—six hundred doHars more, but
no raise. We're really back-sliding,
and I don’t know whether it’s more
discouraging or a comfori to real-
ize there are thousands and thou-
gands of young people all over this
great land of opportunity today in
the zame position as we are, who've
worked like mad for a raise, got it,
and are now walching it disappear

By MARTIN SiMON

ment is in the valley's colliery; there
ias nowhere else fo turn. When un-
profitable iron mines close down in
nearby towns, strazge laborers come
to Cum Rhondda, begging for work
at any wages. Thanks to this com-
petition among labor, the collisry’'s
owner cuts wages unmercifully. As
Davy Morgan says: “Why should he

I “rvE ALwaYs WONDERED
WHY 1 HAD 70 SKIP 50
Many Homes!”
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down the rat bole of inflation.”
“Zeems to me the bug-a-hoo of
inflation ha9 been creeping up on
us a long time. Ym a pretty good
planner for this litile family of ours,
but how can you plan when next
month this famous American dollar
of ourg may not be worth even
what it is today? Heaveas, come
to think of it, it’s not worth an aw-
ful gk, is it¥ 1 always thought a
dellar was a dollar, npo matter what,
but sglong comes Roosevell and it's
only fifty-nine ceats. 'Then comes
now and it’s only about fifty-three
cents. Looks to me as If George
Washington i3 about to slide all the
way off the face of the dollar.”

b # ® b |

“p glow sort of country,” said the
Queen, “now, here you wsee, it takes
all the running you can do te keep j
in the same place. If you want to
get somewhere else, you must run
at least twice ag fast as that”

pay more, when there are ihree men
for every job?” A union is formed
snd the men strike; the gates of the
colliery swing shut. Like the an«
swer to a question in Fundamental
Eeconomics, inevitably “labor starves;
gapital wastes; land patiently waits.”

The struggle continues untll hun-
ger brings capitulation. But fewer
men are wanted now, enly those who
will work the hardest and aceepi
the least return. And the oibers,
what of them? Let them go where
they will, each with a tramp’s pack
on his back, searching for a chance
to produce the most meagre datis-
faction that life demsands. What if
the camera has shown us acres of
virgin fields? What if wo know
that untold tons of coal await a
pick down in the mine shafis 7 There
are fences and gates that keep la-
hor out; all they can do is to look
iongingly, suffering the pangs of
Tantalus himself. And so one by
one they depart, the Morgans and
the other men of Cum Rhondda, 85
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a once proud community sinks into
abject misery.

As a social document, “How Green
Wag My Valley” falls far short of
being the searching indictment. of
the cause of poverty that it might
have been. It emphasis Hes upon
personal emotional reactions to ec-
onomic woes: upon ultimate effects
suffered by a few individuals. Never
is there pointedly demonstrated
what political economy has found to
bhe the basic cause of decadence om
an inherently abundant earth. This
must be intellectually elicited by the
audience, so vaguely is it presented.
' Yet, a critic must be captious in-
deed to dismiss so fine a motion
picture as unwerihy, just because it
handles 2 burning social question in
much too gingerly a fashion. If the
picture hesitates where it should go
forward, it nevertheless poinis to-
ward truth; if it too vaguely sug-
gests a qQuestion that it doesn’'t at-
tempt to answer, it neverthelegs is
provocative of rig'ht thought. Ra-
ther than the banal preseniations to
wh.ch cinema-goers are unfortunate-
ly accustomed, let there be more
such thought-inspiring films., = Per-
haps ome should be gratified that
Hoilywood has talken what is trite-
Iy calied "a step in the right direc-

tion.”
* & %

“This England” (a World Picture,
screened at the World Theatre, New

York), iz a frank and straightfor-'

ward espousal of Britain's war
cause, Among such propaganda films,
“however, it is un.gue and merits at-
tention, hecause of its theme and its
originality. Like similar presenta-
tions, ils appeal is emotional; bot
there is a deeper thread running
through it. This thread canmot fail
to intrigue the student of political
economy. '

The picture tells the story of an
English village named Claverly. It
unfolds in a series of historical se-
quences laid in earilier times: 1066
1215, 1588, 1803, 1914—each an era
of conilict. The same characters
(ancestors of the 1941 inbabitants
of the village) reappear In every
epoch, the chief protagonists being
John Rookeby, an estate-holder, and
Appleyard, his hushandman. Always,

o\l
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the villagers have good reason to

fight; successively they are serfs
againgt lords, oppressed against ty-
rants, defenders against imvaders,
protectors against aggressors. Al-
ways they fight bravely and well,
led by Mr. Rookeby, whose constant
motio is: “It is worth £ ghting for!”
" But what are they constantly
fighting for? What are they pro-
tecting against the usurper and the
attacker? The angswer is bluntly
given: their land! From the Nazi
aggressor as from the Norman con-
quercr, they seck to defend or re-
gain their land. For the land is the
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source of their life, their wealth; of
all that is tangibly good. One epi-
sode, in fact, shows the poverity and
degradation that ensue when the
lands of the village are shut off from
use. Only when labor is allowed
back on the land do happiness and
prosperity again exist.

Of course, the picture doss not
bring out that what the villagers
call “their” land is not theirs at all.
But at least in this war film a rea-
son is given, and we see what the
prize is that is “worth fighting for.”

‘@ ‘
Socialism for Beginners
By Thomas Lewis

Some are large,
Some are small,

Some are short,
Some are tall,

Some are thin,
Some are fat;

We must change
All of that.

Reprinted by special permission of The
Saturday Hvening Post, copyright 1941,
by the Curtis Publishing Company. ‘

L

Yes, We Have No Figs

BErnest Howard Crosby, formerly
judge of an intermations! court in
HEgypt, once encountered a native
cutting down a fruit-bearing fig
tres. When the native was asked
why he chopped down this prolific
tree in the midst of poverty and
starvation, he answered:

“f am a poor man and the tax on
this tree is more thar I can pay, 50
I cut it down.”

When I heard Judge Croshy teil
this T thanked God that we Ameri-
cans were not as simple as these
Egyptians who enforced laws wilh
such destructive consequences. We
Americans do not tax fig trees, we
tax houses.

While motoring about in my own
home county of Waestchestier, the
county of beautiful homes, I hbave
seen many houses razed to avo'd
taxes, ranging from moderate sz
homes 1o those on great estates
with beautifully landscaped grounds

The poor Egyptians!

O. ¥. DORN




Where Your Vote Is Important

THE CUSTOMARY PLACE for letiers-tc-the-

editor is in some obscure part of the publica-
tion, on the theory that readers are interested in the
opinions and information provided by the editors
and contributors, while what readers think should
be of interest mainly to the editors.

Bui this month we give our page of ""Letters to the
Editor’” a commanding position -— the center
“double truck,”—because we want every reader to
ponder them. We hope that ¢very other reader will
likwise send us an expression of opinion on the
way The Freeman is handling the subject of war.

in our efforts to analyze the current scene our
object has always been to look at it through the
eveglass of economic freedom. No political event
is important in itself; only as an indication of the
social and economic trend does it interest this jour-
nal, Such events, and the personages involved, con-
cern us only as consequences of the economic en-
vironment,

For we hold that the condition of the world we
live in is primarily a reflection of our economy. We
furthermore hold that no improvement in that
economy can come from our political setup, since
that, too, is a result, not a cause. For a better so-
cial order, it seems to us, we must depend on a
wider knowledge of the principles of political econ-
omy, the application or misapplication of which
determines the kind of world we maust live in.

In short, we believe in the theory of economic
conditioning—that people act the way they do be-
cause, primarily, they must react to the environment
in which they have to make a living. Even the
spiritual and psychological impulses that stir men
to action are in large measure subject to economic
nfluence.
sides of man have defied scientific investigation,
their regulation must be left to the Almighty. Al
man can do with confidence, in the present state of
his science, is try to improve his economic lot. In
this attempt his only tool is knowledge.

Foliowing this line of thought, we believe that
war i3 a social evil resulting from a bad economy.
We are not concerned with who caused this war, but
with what cavses afl wars, and how they can be
avoided,

But many have accased us of taking sides. We
have been told that our position tends toward “iso-
lationism’™ or ‘toward “interventiomism’ —irims
which give the uncritical an easy bludgeon against
people they don't like, but aren’t very useful in con-
veying any real meaning,

So far as the spiritnal and psychological .

We have been advised to “play safe,” to fili our
pages with theoretical articles which have no rela-
tion to currentr events, and would therefore offend
nobody.  Such a course would mean a complete
change in the policy of The Freeman.

We have been urged to suspend publication “for
the duration.” It has been suggested that if some
of ocur friends misanderstand our position, then
sutely the powers-that-be might consider cur jouor-
nal subversive. Is this a courageous course? Need
we anticipate the time when America is ready to
suppress freedom of thoughi? If that catastrophe
must come, why not wait for it, instead of meet-
ing it on the road?

We have been told that any attack upon the
status guo, no matter how faulty that status may
be, is unpatriotic and hampers the government in ifs
foreign pelicy. Thus does the 2009 Americanism
of 1917-18 gibber from its tomb. BSuch chauvin-
ism has always been the instrument used by privi-
lege to entrench itself, and no sincere adherent of
the Philosophy of Freedom should bave any truck
with it.

We turn to our readers for guidance. Shall we
“play safe” by avoiding the issues of the day, dish-
ing out to you a mass of theory whose principal
merit is that it has no bearing uwpon the world as
it is? Shall we fill our pages with house organ in-
timacies about people you may never meet? Shall
we close up shop for fear of possible persecution
when the madness of war has finally blacked out
all thought 7

Or, shall we continue to analyze and criticize the
status quo from the viewpoint of the Philosophy
of Freedom, in the interests of education in that
philosophy?

We want—we urgently want—-<exptessions from
our readers of their views in this matter. OCnly a
few have expressed themselves so far; here are some
of their letters., Pressure is being brought to bear
apon us from both sides, each insisting that its
opinion is that of the majority, What is the real
opinion of cur readership?

Please write to us, Not next month, when there
may not even be any Freeman, but now. We warn
ibose of our readers who agree with our policy that
those who don't are very imsistent and aggressive—
which is to be expected, Do not assume that your
subscription to T ke Freeman is sufficient evidence of
your support.

Write—at once; a post card will do, and letters

_ should not be over about 200 words,




We have been getling The Freeman regularly for sev-
eral years—I should say almost since it started. We

have enjoyed every issue of if. Qur assistant editor, a
farm-reared young woman who knew nothing about the
Single Tax until she came into this office, falriy eats
The Freeman up. The copy gets pretty well worn by
the time it is nassed around, but so far it has held up
clear through.

Farmers Educational and Co-operative

State Union of Nebraska

L. B. Herron, Bditor

® F E3

I enjoy Fhe Freemusn but am occasionally disturbed
by the faint traces of sanctity with which it occasion-
ally endows thiz war., In neither of the two books of
Henry George which I have read can I recall war re-
ferred to except as an unmixed evil,

The last paragraph of “Probiems in Forced Saving”
on page 279 (October} is thevefore definitely nauseat-
ing. In a previcous issue I aziso read z like reference.
Someone down there is not thinking things through, and
iz also straying from the teachings of Henry George.

Mrs, A. G Tiilotson
Jamestown, N. Y.
® @ =

I have your recent bill indicating that my subscrip-
tion to The Freemsn has expired and requesting that I
renew. In response I must request that my subscrip-

- tion be disecontinued.

The admitted inability «f The Freeman {0 see any es-
sential difference (page 268} between the objectives of
the anti-war five-sixths of the American people, and
those of the war mongers, reveals in my opinion a lack
of insight that removes it from the need of any further
consideration as a “Critical Journal.”

Joseph R. Carrcil
Norfolk, Conn.
* # *

I feel impelled to answer your article, “Humanity's
Cause and the War.” Your whole firet paragraph is
erronesus.

There are many of ug who are called “izclationists™
(which is an utter misnomer) who are not saotivated by
any kind of national fear. We are absclutely dedicaled
to nen-intervention in Furope's war. Reyond thaf, we
can have zs many divergences as we like. What is in-
cemprehensible to me, as 5 Georgist, is the fact that
any real believer in George's philosophy can at the same
time advoecale our eniry into this war.

I have talked io huadreds of people who are whole-
heartedly for staving out of the war, who also think in-

telligence should be applied to this terrible guestion,
Even though most of them ars not Georgists now, they
arg future material. Bo yon see, we Georgists should
not be such Pharisees as 1o think we stand alone in our
righteousness.

Let's keep our beloved coumtry out of war, so we can
call for consideration of the cause and cure of war by
all nations of the earth,

Una B, Miler
Summit, N, I

# * B

The leading editorial in the October issue is veally the
payolf in a series that rank The Freeman wilh the Daily
Worker, the Calif, or Social JFustice. Tt would seem that
these papers and their editors assume no other alle-
glance to America than an irresponsible freedom to
apread their Messages.

It is in times of strain and difficulty that friendships
are tried and proven. We should be recognired now ag
being among the truest lovers of Americanism in the
land. Our opinions and sadvice should be respectfully
asked and listened to, and this means thal our opinions
and advice should be given respectfully.

The fact ig, however, that cur Freeman takes its place
with the hanatic and ub-American fringe of papers and
adds to iheir sneers and smarls that this is “an impse-
rialist war.”

Imagine what will he the attitude of the resi of the
couniry toward Georgism at the end of this war. If we
Isse the wawr, the Fascists who will surely be in control
will stammp us cut at once. If we win the war, Georgisis
wiil not have earped the right to sit at the peace table
to take part in the negotialioms. In the meantime, as
the war pressure mounts, we will be looked at az Bund-
isls or Fronters. OQur clagses will fall off, and we will
be debarred from the schools and libravies, where we
now heold our ciasses,

The Land party in HEngland is devoling all its ener-
gies to the immediate task at hang, namely to win the
war, At the peace tables after the war, they will he
Hstened to with respect. The collectivism to which the
British pecple are submitting will not be permanent.
Meither they mnor the American people can bie collec-
tivized at this late date. I amn not worrying sbout ¥ang-
land, or that English Georgism iz dead. T am only hop-
ing that the complste detachment of The Freeman from
the social problems facing us doesn't signify that Ameri-
can Georgism iz dead,

Arvam Bashian
Boston, Mass.
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Our Need of a Navy

By HENRY GEOEGE

This editeriazl, which appearsd in “The Standard” of April 6,
1889, kas been widely guoted by both sides in the present war
contreversy. Kt is reprinted bers withonut comment, a8 a sSeirv-
e o our readers, exactly as in the original; even the typo-
graphical errers bave been relaibed. 'The pages procfs have
been ecarefully checked agslnst a copy of “The Standard.”.

One of the matters for which the papers favorable to it
most praise the last adminisiration is ils management
of the navy departmenf. Reviewing what has been done
under the secretaryship of Mr. Whitney, the New York
Times says: i

Never before in the histery of thie Uniifed States has a party
been abie to retive from office with the satisfaction of know-
ing that during its four years' term of power it has done so
much toward strengthening t(he defensive system of the coun-

try and at the same time developed sc many material resources
ior the maintepance of a modern maval establishment.

This iz doublless true. Insiead of wasting millions in
repairing ships unfit for modern warfare, the policy of
the last administration has been to build good vessels,
and by a judicious placing of large contracts to induce
private firms to set up the expensive plants needed for
the making of heavy armor plates and monster guns.
In thig it has been successful. For the first time since
iron began to supplant wood, and powerful marine en-
gines o be developed, we have several iron ships that
can hoth fight and run, while several others are in
course of construction. Guns of great size have been
made here as cheaply as in Europe, and heavy steel ar-
mor plates have been cast at a price only twenty-five
per cent greater than they would have cost in Great
Britain. We have, in short, got the nucleus of a greal
modern navy, such as those by which the Huropean pow-
ers sre irying to outvie each other, and in the Bethle-
hem Ironm Works and the Hotchkiss Arms Company the
expenditures of the government has brought into being
a couple of infant Krupps. For all this, President Cleve-
land’s administration deserves whatever credif is due.
But is it not the credit that belongs to the doing well of
what in itself ig had?

& %* x*

What do we want with a navy?

To protect our cominerce?
commerce except what creeps around our coast. Pro-
tection has killed our foreign commerce, and on the
oCean American passengers and American freights are
carried under foreign flags. Yet even if we had foreign
commeree, it would need no navy to protect it. We have
- but o agree to jit, to secure te private property at sea

in time of war the same immunity that the usages of
civilized nations now give to private property on land.
And even if this were not so the days of convoys have
passed.

Teo protect our seabpard cities from bombardment?
Who is there who wants or is likely to want fo bom-
bard our cities? And if such there were, iz if not cer-

tain that the most effective defense of our seaboard

We have no sea-borne

cities from bombardment would not be steel-clad ships
such as we are now congtruecting and that are certain
to be antiguated with the first great war that comes,
but by balioons and submarine boats and torpedoss and
electrical devices such as American ingenuity, if its
springs be kept in strength, will bring forth whenever
there is nesd?
* * &

In the begioning of the century, when compared with
European powers, we were small and weak; when the
lack flag was yel known in the gulf, when Barbary
rovers yet sailed the PMediterranean and passed bevond
the straits; when i{he eastern seas were infested with
Chinese and Malay pirates; when railroad and telegraph
were not known, and it fook months to communicate be-
tween places where now oply minutes are required-——
then there might have been some reason for spending
money on a standing navy. But what reason is there
now? Pirates have disappeared, barbarism, on the sea
coasts at least, has everywhere succumbed te the power
of eivilization, and 21l the principal ports of the world
are linked in telegraphic communication with New York
and Washington. The American republic, in the begin-
ning of the century smail and weak, is now, all things
considered, the strongest nation in the world, while
every decade as it passes steadily increases her superi-
ority. Beparated by three thousand miles of ocean from

the rivalries and enmities of Hurope, seated without hos-

tile neighbors on a continent where none would dream
of measuring strength with us, what foe have we, what
foe are we likely to have, against whom we should need
a navy? The notion that any nation on earth would be
“templed by our defenseless condition” to deliberatetly
attack us, is worthy of a lunatic asylum. There is no
power or combination of powers that coudd successfuliy
invade us, and there is ne power or combination of pow-
ers that could have any temptation to wantonly aitack
us. So long as we refrain fromm wantonly attacking
others, peace with all the world 18 in our hands. 1t is
perhaps the very greatest of all the advaniages which
we enjoy over ihe other great nations of the earth that
so far as human eye can see we may rest secure of hon-
orable peace s¢ long as we prefer it to dishonorable war.

& * *

But “war may come.” ¥es; war may come. No one
could deny that any more than any one could deny that
Mrs. Toodles' daughter might marry a man named
Thompson. But what use ig there in keeping up an ex-
pensive navy to meel that possibility? The possesszion
of steel-clad fleets and navy yards and foundries based
on government contracts deoes not mean maritime
strength. We may build and maintain a navy as great
as that of England, but so long a8 we have no mercan-
tile marine—so long as England carries our passengers
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and transports our freights on the high seas—we shall

- .not rival England's maritime power.

The robbing system of protection has reduced us from
the first rank of maritime peoples to the maritime rank
of the Turks or the Japanese, and now the advocates of
this same system, as one of the excuses for keeping up
the blighting taxes from which some few monopolists
profit, Insisi on giving us a ‘“modern naval establish-
ment.” It will ne more make us a naval powsr than
the purchase of ironclads by Turkey and Japan make
those countries naval powers. A navy without o mer-
chant commerce i zn exolic that may make a brave
show in time of peace if money enough be spent on it,
but that will surely wither in the blast of war with a
commerclal nation. To become strong on the seas again—
fc have again the American flag floating over the swifi-
est ships and the best seamen that any nation can
boust, it is only necessary to give freedom to American

- enterprise and Americsn ingenuity—to abolish the tax-

es that have driven them from the ocean. The milions
that we are spending on this Infant “modsrn naval es-
tablishment” of ours, if Ieft te private enterprise by
the sbolition of duties on everything that enters into
the cost of buillding and gailing ships, would soon give
us a mercantile marine that would be a better reliance
in iime of war than any npavy; would scon build up
foundries and machine shops able fo furn out more and
better and guicker work than any establishments thai
mere government patronage can creaie.

* B ¥

Standing navies and armies are incongruous with our
institutions-—-they belong properdy to monarchiss and
aristocracies, not to democratic republies. Our stand-
ing navy and ouwr standing army are and have been since
their organization utferly alien to the true American
spirit. In them are perpetusted that caste distinction
beween clagses, the cutgrowth of Eurcpean aristocracy,
that the American constifution aims at in prohibiting
titles of nobility. Before the civil law all American citi~
zens dtand on the same level, Between the president of
the republic and the lowest deparitment messenger the
distinction is merely that of place and duty. But be-
tween the commissioned officer of army or navy and
the enlisted man there is a distinction of kind—a dis-
tinction: essentially and historically the same =zs that
made in the worst days of Eurgpean monarchies between
high born noble and base born peasant, Between ihe
lowest commissioned officer and the highest non-com-
misgloned officer in the American army or mavy, there
exists the same kind of bmpassable gulf that exists be-
tween the son of an English duke and his father's butler
~the one iz a member of a superior and privileged
class, ihe other is essentially inferior,

Two American boys enter the navy at the same time.
Oue the son of an influential father, is by faver of the
president or some congressman sent to the Naval acad-
emy, or possibly in some cases where the congressman
puts his privilege of appointment vp to competition, he
wing it by passing a scholastic examination, which, how-
ever il may test his ability to memorize and cram, gives
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no indication whatever of his peculiar fitness for a sail-
or. The other enfers as appremtice or enlists as an or-
dinary seaman. The one becomes a favored ward of the
government. e receives good pay, an expensive sduca-
tion, and has bul to pass the exzminations and conduct
himself with reasonable propriety to come out of the
academy & permanent office holder for the rest of hig
days. “Society” opens it arms to him as a member of
a privileged class. The other iz despised as merely “a
common sailor.” All the ome has to do is fo live, and
he will mount by successive stages to the highest rank.
A3 for the other, his status is not fhat of a ward of {he
government zbd life office holder, but that of 2 hired
man, employed from time to time at low wages and
small comfort, who, during hi# terms of enlistmeni, is
held to his service by force, and whe, mo mattsr what
hiis application and abiiity, can rarely hope to rise in
the national service above a position which leaves him
the inferior of the youngest and lowest commissioned
cfficer,

A1l this is utterly opposcd to the spirit of American
institutions. Its theory is ithe theory of moparchy and
arisiocracy, not the theory of republican democraly.
The veason assigned for the maintenance of privileged
clagses—of hereditary office holders and law-makers—
by the defenders of monarchy and aristocracy is, that
men are thus educated for their duties, and that the
state thus gets better service. Whether this is trus or
not is beyond the point, bhut it is perfectly clear ihat
if we are right in picking out and educating boys to
become officers in our army and navy, then we are
wrong In not picking cut and educating boys te become
judges, senators, commissionsrs, consuls, presidentg—
in short, in not putting the whole functions of govern-
ment in the hands of a specially educated class of life
oifice holders.

*_ * ®

But fhis aristocratic orgapization of our standing
army and standing navy is significant of something
deeper, and shows that they are existing and mnot akin
to our instifutions. In the very nature of things stand-
ing armies and standing navies are inimical to demog-
racy, and never, save in cage of absolute necessity, should
those who desire the perpetuity of democratic imstitu-
tions consent to maintain them. Standing armies and
navies have always proved the ready teols of tyramny,
and in every country in which they have been suffered
to pass a certain point have proved the death of Nberty,

This arises from their nature. The great virtue of
the military service is implicit obedience, and to its in-
culcation the whole military education is directed. In
standing army or standing navy the citizen is converted
inte a mere killing machine, which reaches perfesction
ag it becomes ready to kill with absolute indiffersnce
any one whom it ig ordered fto kill. “Theirs not to make
reply; theirs not to reason why; theirs but to do znd
die” ig the- spirit and the virtue of standing ariny and
standing navy. And thers naturally grows up in it a
distrust and contempt for democcratic methods and
forms. -




In the very disposition to girengthen our standing
army and navy there is an unconcealed desire fo create
a force that may on occasion be used not against a for-
eign enemy, but against the masses of our own people.
“There iz nothing more timid than a million dollars ex-
cept two millicn dollars,” and the millions in ones and
twos and tens and scores and fifties and hundreds that
are piling together in the United Siates today are more
and more attracted to the idea of a strong government.
“Militia can't be relied on to put down labor riots, and we
ought to have morve regulars,” is a sentiment that has
greatly grown among certain most influential classes dur-
ing the last ten years, and that is not withoutl open ex-
pression in the press. It i an indication that should re-
mind us of what the whols history of government attests,
that whils “a well regulated militla is essential o the
existence of a free people” a standing war establish-
ment i8 always dangerous. If it is a greal ome, it I8
greatly dangerous. If it is a Hitle one, it is less
dangerous. Bul big or little, danger to free institutions
inherss in ils existence. For there is always a tendency
in such ihings for the liftle {o grow into the big.

& & #*

¥or the man or boy who has no legitimate use for a
revolver, the best sort of a revolver to carry, if he must
carry a vevelver, is one that won't sheot. On the same
principle, the wooden navy which the Republicans leit
when they wenl oul was a better navy for us than the
more officient one thal President Cleveland's adminis-
tration has left. The old ships thai could neither Tight
nor run, but did possess a marvelous capacity for under-
going repairs, fully served overy real purpose for which
an American navy is wanled—an excuse for giving
a number of gentlemen pleasant life situations, for fat-
fening a number of comniraciors, and for enabling the
party in power 1o exercise considerable polilical influ-
gnce.  As it could neither fight nor run, there was less
danger that it might be used to gét us into some dis-
graceful war, such as Mr. Blaine had all but sueceeded
in getiing us inio with Chile at the time when his power
was terminated by Mr, Arthurs accession.

¥or us to spend money on a useless navy is only a
little worse than throwing so much money into the sea;
but to spend money on an efficient navy, when we have
no need for any navy, i3 a great deal worse, singe it
creates a constant disposition to use it :

‘This iz a real danger. To win a little military glory;

to rouse the miserable vanities and vile passions that.
masguerade under the name of patriotism; to excite fhe

madness that in man, as In some other animals, is
worked by blood, is ths most potent resource of a gov-
erning class who wish to divert attention from home
matters and securs an unressoning, unguestioning sup-
port. God forbid that the lust for power should bring
the curse of anoiher war of any kind upon the United
States. I is the only thing that can. But just as we
add to our military establishmeni, so do we increase
the danger.
& & =

That we in the United States have developed the be-
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ginnings of a great “modern naval establishment,” is
this a thing to be proud of7 Is It not like rejoicing
that the beginunings of leprosy have been developed
among a people that might be clean and whole?

Look at Furope today, curged with monstrous military
and naval establishments that not merely presg with

wiul weight upon the productive energies of the peopls,
bui bar the way to all social and political reform. Look
at Hurope, so weighed down by these momstrous estab-
lishments that 2 nominal peace is becoming intolerable,
and the only neope of advance seems to lie through a 4
red sea of blood and a general bankruptey of nations.
Wiy shouid we take upon ourselves that curse? Why
should we tamper or play with it? j

War is the game from which both parties must arize i
losers! Thait is true of peoples. But it is not true of
special classes who profit and wax strong at ths expense
of the masses of the people. Special interests find thelr
sceount in war just as special interests find their ac-
count in protective tariffs, and concenirated gpecial in-
teresis are always relatively stronger than diffused gen-
eral interests. And what we are deing in building up a
“modern naval establishment” is to develop {hose in-
terests. To the masses of the people war always means
suffering and impoverishment. But fo the officers of
3 standing army or navy war means rapid promotion
and enormously sugmented importance; to contractors
it means great foriunes; to politicians who can utilize
its passions it means long leases of power. We can not
pe too careful not to build up such interests.

“The empire is peace,” said the Third MNapoleon. In :
this he inverted the truth, and a #ille while thercafter
was, to mainiain his empire, forced to invelve France
in & war which hag left upon Europs a legaey of evil
that no man can measure. Hmpires, monarchies, aris-
tperacies—all forms of fyranny—sre born of war and
the war spirit. Democracy, on the conirary, is the child
of peace, and can only really grow and advance in times
of peace.

Trace to their root all forms of tyranny snd enslave-
ment, all the widespread curses that the world over
have degraded and embruted men and made the masses
but hewers of wood and drawers of water; ask how slave-
ry, gerfGom, cannibalism, private property in land, and
national debis came fo be: how savage superstitions
ware engendered and how the slavish reversnes for rul-
ing families and classes has been developed and per-
petuated—it will be found to be war and preparations
for war., Civilization, in what does it esseniially con-
mist, but in the art or condition of men living civilly and a
peacefully with each other? In our mest highly civi- ;
lized society individuals no longer go constantly arvmed,
Wiy should not nations also become civilized, and dig-
card their war establishmenia?

Most advantagecusly situasied of all the nations, it
might be the grand destiny of the American republic to
lead the world to peace. Not to a “Roman peace”
gained through blood and destruction, held by massive
legions and carrying in its keart the seeds of its own
decay, but a Christian peace, based on mutual respect
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- and forbearance—sa living, deepening, growing peacs,

having for its foundation that golden rule thal {eaches

- us that we showld act toward others as we would have

others act foward us.

Some glimmering recognition of the frue place of the
American republic is shown in the preoposal that has
heen made in her name that the nations sbould agres
to seftle disputes by arbitration. Buat how much more
effective than any precept would be ihe exampie that
would set before the world the spectacle of a great na-
fion without a standing zavy and a standing army!

Of all the nations, curs is the one that can most easily
and most safely set such an example. Too strong to fear
injustice, we ought to be too proud to do it. What do
we want with a “modern naval esiablishment?” In the
guick brains, the streng arms, the loving hearts of self-
regpecting independent citizens who have really “a stake
in the counmtry,” the republic will find her only sure
defense. Building and maintaining “modern naval es-
tablishments™” ean only divert us from securing that.

The real dangers that menace the republic are not
Irom without, but from within. Standing armies and

standing navies, heavy armor plates rolled by Bethlehem
Iron works and big guns made by the Hotchkiss Arms
company can not guard against these dangers; they can

_ ////// —
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. in the shadow of college, and library, and museum, are gathering the more hideous Huns znd fiercer Vandalzs . . .
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only intensify them.
' E * 0¥

Bethlehem! The very word recails the sweet story,
radiant with a light that has glimunered down through
centuries of iron and biced. Bethlehem, over which
the star of a world hope stood, and angels sang of cheer
to men of good will; where long seeking wise men
bowed in joyful revererice before the lowly cradie of the
Prince of FPeace, who should turn sword into reaping
hoock and spear inte plow share! Is it nol suggestive
of our so-called “Christian civilization” that iron works
of this name shouid have taken the contract to roll
armor plates? *“The old gods are not dead.”” Many are
ihe statues of Mars and Plato that have Chrisi’s name
painted on them.

Insiead of aping European monarchies, why should
not the American republic take her proper place and
fead the way? The millions we have spent on a useless
navy and are now likely to spend on a worse than use-
lesg one, what might they not have accomplished if in-
teiligently devoted i{c the advancement of science and
the kindly arts. Omnly a small part of it might ere this
have made aerial pavigation practicable, and relegated
Furopean steel-clads to the junk shop, and pointed fifty
telescopes greater than the Lick nightly to the stars.

a Q.{W’ i “

////
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A THOUSAND SHALL FALL
By ¥ans Fabe
Hareourt, Brzee & Ce., 53.00

This is the autobiography of a
man who escaped death at the hands
of the Nazis at the time of the An-
achluss, enlisted in f{he ¥rench ar-
my when war broke out, served
with the 2ist Infaniry of Foreign
Volunteers, was taken prisoner by
the Germans after the capitulation
of France, made an edventurous
escape, and finally landed on Amer-
ican shores.

According t0 Habe, conditions in
the French Army were deplorabls.

. Mumnitions were antiquated, but

worge still, *... we wers not sold
out, but we were betrayed. ... A
couple of corrupted generals can al-
ways be dealt with by a firing
squad. But we had no corrupt gen~
erals ... They betrayed us without
baving exchanged a single word
with the Germans., They did not
want to fight againgt Germany,
They liked Germany. Bought by
the Germans? ... We dellvered our
country without even getting paid
for it.”

In the German concentration
camp the prisoners learned some-
thing about the German ermy. Sol-
diers got a4 mark a day, those at
the front two marks—20 or 40
francs, as againet the 65 centimes
& day of the French scldier. Ger-
man soldiers bad two wuniforms—
“two of everything, and everything
first class.” The French wore rags.
“Your soldiers were herded together
for soup like animals. You call
that demoecracy. No thank you. In
our barracks, everyone gets his
meal and eats it comfortably in his
room.” But Habe tells also of the
terrible tortures of the concentra-
tion camp; these were even more
horrible for the Negreoes than for
the Jews.

The bhook takes its title from
Psalmy 97:7, which in the King
James vergsion reads, “A thousand
shall fall at thy side, and ten thou-

sand at thy right hand; but it shall
not come nigh thee It refers
to terror by night, arrows by day,
pestilence, and destruction.  This
immunity is prormised tc him (verse
2) who “will say of the Lord, He is
my refuge and my fortress: my
God; in him will I trust” Right-
eousness a8 a fortress and refuge
inspires littie confidence nowadays;
yvet it would handly have bheen less
efficient than the Maginot Line.
Maybe the Psalmist was right; per-
haps of nations as well as of men
we may say with Horace, “He who
lives in uprightness and purity has
no need for Moorish spears, or bows,
or quivers fuli of poisoned arrows.”

BEATRICE PEACH
* & &®

THE HEART OF EURGPE
By Charictte HMuret and
Denizs de Bougemont
Duell, Sloan & Pearce, $2.50

“The Heart of Furope” is a ra-
ther rozeate little item about Swit-
zerland, written by an American and
a native Swiss now living in the
United States. It traces the his-
tory of Switzerland from the time
of William Teil. One chapter gives
a fairly well-rounded picture of the
mechanism of the Swigs government.

Switzerland has become, accord-
ing to the authors, “s Europe rec-
onciled with itself,” since it com-
bines three civilizations, two reli-
gions, four languages and innumer-
able races in bharmony. The authors
distinguish between a democratic and
a represeniative government; Swit-
zerland’s government is truly rep
sentative and cooperative. The %
izens of each canton meet in the vil-
lage and vote, much the same ag in
our New England Town Meeting,

The authors propese a Federalized
Europe as post-war civilization’s
only hope of escape from totalitari-
anism. In substance, the proposal
is identical 'with that of Clarence
Streit in “Union Now,” and must be
rejected for the same reasops. To
pass laws abolishing mnational boun-
daries 19 one thing; to induce people
to erase these boundaries in their
hearts, without eradicating the po-
litico-economic abuses which caused
the divisions in the first place, is
something else again. It takes more
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than s preity blue print to make a -
sturdy bridge. :

Nevertheless, the bhook males ;
pleasant reading, espeecially for itg °
anecdotes about Swiss sagacily, -
Swise courage, and the Swiss char- |
scter generally, Many passages are |
written with humor, and there iz a |
delightful gimplicity throughout
which the reader who iz sated with
gophigtication ghould find thorough-
Iy enjoyabie.

$EAI§‘RIE§‘T PHILMUS

CHIEFLY MY ENJOYMENT

By Ethel Lyman Stamaard

Finlay Bros. Press (Hartford) $1.50
This is the “slim volume of verse”

published by the auther, with a shy
message that she offers diffidently
to the world. There is something
wistful about these Ilitile volumes
of poetry-—something that reminds
me of g little girl with a little gar-
den, who knows all about the gor-
geous floral displays of the parks
and greenhouses, but still holds
open the gate go that passers by
may, if they wigh, come in and see
her rosebush, her row of sweet peas,
and the giant tiger-lily in the cen-
ter. Shakespeare, Swinburne, Sand-
burg notwithstanding, the modest
minor poets still cultivate their
gmall gardens,

In “*Chiefly My Enjoyment; Wish-
ing You the Same” Mrs. Stannard,
an active member of the Hartford
Extension of the Henry Geeorge
School of Social Science, invites us
into an intimate, yet wistful gar-
den. You know how somelimes
comic and humorous verse has &
deep undertone of longing? Well,
that’s the case with Mrs., Stannard's
lyrics. They are not great poetry.
They won't survive after Keats and
Wordsworth are forgotten. But
they have i{heir own appeal. Here
iz a sample:

It came st the end of 8 common day
The trolley-car was crowded

With light-heart folk and teil-wora folk
In tleshly raiment shrouded:

And up apd down and rouwod shout
Xdly I scanned the faces,

Tracing the sordid features oute—

Noting the figer graces

When sudden—my eyes beheld each

face

Az through a mystic screen

And I caught the weary yearning look
Of the lowly Nazarene.

ALAN FREBMARTIN
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Who Knows about Money

A correspondence studeunt write;q:

An income tax is paid with money. A
tsx on produetlon must Be poald wlth
goods. But cur bendholders demand
monoy, not goods. How cam s tax on
goods, then, liguidate the Natlonai Debé?

Anocther:

Just what iz {he fuaction of govern-
ment in respeot to money? ¥s it true
that there is n¢ need to bury gold and
silver in the ground, and that all the
governmest need do 1 Just lssue the
merey a8 it is reguired?

# & %

The difficulties in the theory of
money arise from three sources:

{1) Nobody knows what it is.

(2} Nobody knows what it ought
to be. .

{3} Nobody knows what to do
with it

Paradoxical as these statements
may seem, they are still true. Take
the first: Nobody knows what money
ig. Henry George says (8. P. £,
Bookx V, Chap. 2) ‘"Whatever in any
time and place iz used as the com-
mon medium of exchangs iz money
in that time and place” On the
next page George adds that money
is also a3 measure of value. It is
common practice in text books on
economics to define money as “the
medium of exchange, the measure of
value, and the storehouse of vdlue.

Now, if we accepi the definition
that money is the common medium
of exchange, we mean in the United
States that money consists of pen-
nies, nickels, dimes, quarters and
other coins, and of dollar bills, two

dollar bills, five dollar bills, and bills

of higher denomination. The defi-
nition is clear and unambiguous,
and of course it is in this sense that
we cusiomarily speak of money.
But when we begin to study po-
litical economy, we scon find that
this primitive notion is mo longer
adequate. Hither we must intro-
duce a new term (such a3 oredit)
to describe what we ohserve, or we

must extend the notion of money to

erabrace these new concepis.
Conslder George's idea of money:

“The medium of exchange and the

By PATL PEACH

measure of value” This is two
definitions, not one. It I8 by no
meany obvious that the two can be
combined. The standard of length

is the meter; but a distance equal

to one meter is one thing, and a
meter stick is ancther—even thoungh
we measure the former by means of
the latter. An hour ig not the same

thing as z clock, mor a year ag s

calendar.

I we are to define money as one

.and only one thing, I think we must

stick to the medium-of-exchange
idea. But for modern sconomy we
cannot restrict our 1deas of the me-
dium of exchange te ¢oins and bhills
—that is, to owrrency. Cuirency is
one thing; money inchides currency,
but is something bigger, broader.

Irving Xass, a graduate of the:

Henry George School, has glven us
the term authority, and I find this
ferm very useful. If I have eco-

- nomic authority, it means I can go

intc the market place and say, “I
have a desire; satiasfy it.” We com-
monly do this with coins and bills,

. I desire to eai a hot dog; I go to

the kot dog stand, announce my de-
sire, and produce 2 coin a8 a token
of my authority, In return for the
hot dog, I transfer my authority to
the vendor, giving him the coln by
way of foken.

thority.

Une thing to notice s that, though
in this example I have surrendered
the coin, such an act i8 oot neces-
sary to constituie money. The stone
money of the Island of Yap served
all the purposes of currency, but be-

cause gf itz jmmense bulk and

weight (up to twelve fect in diam-
eter) was not portable. If you
wanted fo pay a bill, you told your
creditor, “¥ou may have the stone
now lying in 8mith's hack yard.
Bmith traded it io me for a mis-
slonary.” Yeour creditor would ac-
cept thiz payment, and would pass

on the ownership of the pariicular -

stone in the same way. In one case
& stone fell intg the sea and was
lost; but it continued to circulate
by word of mouth just the same.
Nobody was interepted in the sione

itaelf; the onmly desire was for the .

economic authority which the stone
symbolized.

I may, then, transfer my econcm-
ic authority without actuaily hand-
ing over amy token of ibat author-
ity. If, however, I take part in a
great many such fransfers, I have a

choice between keeping books (for

my memory will not retain the de-
taiis of all the trades) or of hand-
ing over to my creditor some physi-
cal cbject which will be accepled by
the market as evidence of his au-
This is what I did when
I gave the eoin to the hot dog man.

The market wiil, howsver, accept
other things than coin as evidence
of authority. The most common of
these 18 a bank check., TIn aciual
practice, the huge bulk of transfers
of authority, in polnt of the amount
of authority itransferred, are made
by this means; business biils are
seldom paid in any other way. The
uge of checks instead of cash re-
qguires a certain assumption of hon-
esty which tmpedes the negotiability
of the checks; bul in actual fact
there are mighity few bills which
cannot be paid by check if you in-
migt upon paying in that way.

iConelnded next monih.)
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Chicago School Reports Record Breaking Enrollment
Students Crowd Classrooms for Fall Term

CHICAGO, IN.—The Chicago Extension
of the Henry George School of Social
Science has completed its analysis of the
returns on the recent campaign for stu-
dents, which resulted in a gratifying en.
rollment of 652. Of these, 285 weore ra-
commended by friends, 212 came as the
result of circularization through the mail,
101 from posters, 32 from newspaper an-
nouncements, 22 from radio anncimce-
ments made by Dr. Bradley, and ¢ from
the telephone campaign. The telephone
idea, which seemed promising at Tirst,
did not fulfill expectations, as many of
those who promised to come when con-
tacted over the phope did not keep their
promise. The rest of the students came
from miscellanecus sources.

Of the 285 who came from friends, 157
came from 66 graduates, 53 from current
students, 7 from non-graduates and 58
from unnamed friends. These results
lend new weight to the invariable ex-
perience of the School everywhere, that
its greatest asset i3 student enthusiagm
and good will., No method of geotting
students can compare in effectiveness
with: the recommendation of frisnds to

friends.

The 1942 enrollment iz twice that of
last term, when the total was 343, It is
nearly 507% thigher than for the tald
terms of 1939 (467 envoliments) apd 1949
(458 enrollments). In all, there are 25
classes in PFundamental Hconomics, cov-
ering a territory from Waukegan on the
north to Blue Island on the south, and
as far -west as Elmburst.

One out of ten of the mew students
has studied economics in high school,
and two out of ten in college. The re-
maining sevenr are making their first in-
vestigation of how men In eivilization
make a living-and why some men can’t.

‘Wow that this term is under way,
we're already thinking of the next one,
which will start about the middle of
February,” says Henry I. T. Tideman,
Director of the Chicago Extension. “Ff
the graduates of this term are as en-
thusiagtic as those of the past, we can
beat the thousand mark when next se-
mester rolls arcund.”

The School is preparing to offer 20
advanced classes to the new enrollees
&l the close of the term.

Article on Land Tenure in
Catholic Journal

NEW ¥ORK, N. Y.-In the November
issue of “America’ there appears an ar-
ticle entiled, “Is Our Form of ZLand
Tenure Best Fitted for Moders Needs?”
Tt &3 an analysiz from the Catholic point
of view of the amendment to the New
York State Constitution being advocated
by the Awmerican Society of Seientific
Taxalion,

Chicago Coming Events

CHICAGC, IIL--The following are an-
nounced in “On ‘The Campus,” the
monthly publication of the Chieago Fx-
tengion of the Hemry George School of
Social Science:

Tuesday, December 2: Monthly Fel-
ipwship Forum at the School's Fead-
quarters, §4 West Randolph Street, Suite
600, Time, B:00 P.M,

Tuesday, December 9: Christmas party
and sale, with games and refreshments,
by Henry George Woman’'s (lub, at 84
W. Randoiph St., 5:00 .M.

Sunday, Deceraber 28: *‘Progress and
Poverty Bus Tour’ (No. 2—North Side),
This ia the “laboratory lesson™ which
hag proved se popular in previous terms.
Bus leaves from 64 W. Randolph Street
at 2:00 P.M. Fare 75c.

Chicagoe Finance Committee

CHICAG(], Xil—During August, Sep-
temnber and October the Alumni Finance
Commitiee rveceived pledges of $476.40
from 106 friends of the School, bringing
the total of pledges for the current
school year {o $3000.77. Members of the
committee are: Bernard V. Drebin,
chairman; Maurice L. Cohen, Myron
Goldenberg, Mrs. George M, Menninger,
George H. Moyland, BEdward P. ‘Therrio
and R. . Vrooman.

“Car budget for the School year,” Mr.
Drebin stated in his report, “is 3$50060.
The balance of the required funds could
be met by 166 friends each chipping in
a dollar a month,

“The asgets of the Schoo! are its hun-
dreds of friends . I gm confident that
they wish us to strike a balance against
our labilities—for printing, postage and
additional headguarters space—in order
that this fundamental educational work
may continue to expand.”

Substitntion in Philadelphia

PHILADBLYHIA, Pa.—Becawse of the
illness of Imstructor HErnest Schneider,
the class at Germantown Y.M.C.A. has
been taken over by Charlea Scheerbawm,
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Speakers’ Bureau Reports
NEW YORK, N. T.—Miza Dorothy

Bara. Secretary of the Speakers’ Bureau
announces the following engagements:

Oet. 31 Geoorge Hanson at History So-
cioly, Jamsaica High School, Long 1sland,

Nov. 13 Alber: M., Gants at Women's
International League for Peace and Free-
dom, Belle Harbor, L. 1.

Hov. 16 Jacob Schwartmmann at A, Z. |
A, Fraternity, Brighton Beach, Brooklyn,

Nov. 21 Dr. Irving Korn at Bay Ridge
Jewish Center, Brooklyn.

Nov, 256 A, P. Chrigtianson at EKnighis
of Pyihias, Rowal Lodge, New ¥York.

Nov. 27 C. . Steele at Men's Club,
Hebrew Alliance, Brighton Beach,
Brooklyn.

Acquisition for Library )
NEW YORE, N. T.—The Library at
the New Yeork Headquarters of the Henry
George School of Soclal Seience is now
almost compiziely catalogued, thanks fo
the efforts of wolunteer librarians Bob
Clancy and Hester Bradbury. Recenily
an old friend of ths School, whe had
not visited us for two wvesrs, drepped
in for & look at the Nbrary, and said o
Miss Bateman, "My, what a change.
The last time I saw It is was $0 upset,
and now it seems entirsly in order.”

“Yes,”' answered Miss Bateman, “Bob
and Hester have done & splendid job.”

“¥ou know,” said the visitor, "I have
a copy of Patrick Dove's ‘Theory of
Humanr Frogreggion'-~the original, com-
plete, vou understand, not an abridge-
meni. I'm geing to bring it down., It's
quite valuable'’

“That's awiully kind of you,”
Miss Bateman.

“Don’t mention it,”” replied the visitor.
“It belongs te the School. I found it
in the library about two years ago, and
took it home with me. I was afraid it
might get lost in the confusion.”

5ays

Georgist Appointed Chalrman

TORONTG, Ont—R. . Perkinshaw
has been appointed chalyman of the
Wartime Industriss Control Board (Can-
ada) thus becoming controlier-general of
the wartime controllers. A mnumber of
other btmportant positions in the national
administration are now filled by Georg-
igts, or by men In sympathy with the
Georglst ethic,
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Philadelphia Extension Expects Doubled Enrollment
Will Cooperate With Adult Education Groups

PHILADELPHIA, ¥Pa~—The Philadel-
phia Extension of the Henry George
School of Social Science, under the lsad-
ership of Julian P. Hickck, is putiing
into operation exiensive plans for sccur-
ing more students, more claszes and
more activity on the part of gradnwaies.
1t iz expecled that Octoher envcllments
will be at least doubisd in ths new term;
and that many classes will be added
autside the c¢ity proper.

In addiiion {fo the 8 classes opsned
in ©October, there are thies new ones,
the tardy harvest of the summer camn-
paign. The first of thess mesis at the
home of Miss Katherine Auchy in Manoa.
Miss Auwchy not only donated her howmae
for a meeling place, but alsc went out
snd  sgeured all ihe students herself

The instructor ig Liewellyn Howe, a re-

cent addition to the faculiy, pupii of
Hrnest Schneider, My, Schnelder is in
i hospital and has been seriousty HI,
put is now convalescent and will ke om
the active list sgain soom.

Ancther «clags, which mests at the

Frankforé High Scheol, was secured
through the efforig of Dr. Henry
George. Dr. ‘Waldman, and former Fleld
Organizer Hd Ross. This class is being
tanght by the founder of the Phila-
delphia Extension, Julian Hickok,

The third class, which was scheduled
to open November 24th at the Har-Zion
Temple, was secured by Samuel L.
Green, who wiil also teach it.  Mr.
Gresn is & wsesnber of the Philadelphia
Baard of Trustees and a tireless worker

The Extension has contacted the Jualo,
a new organization formed "in  Phila-
delphia with the alm of encouraging
adult education. At present the Junto
has not included economics courses ia
its agenda, but there are hopes.

The Fhiladelphia Georgistz are plan-
ning a “get-together” in the form of 2
dance or card party, or other social ac-
tivity, with the aim of brioging together
the facuity, students and graduaies and
rallying them to the support of the
Schoecl.  Plansg are alse under way o
gecure a cenlral office for the School,

{hampion from Chicage

CHICAGO, IL--The champion student-
metter of the present ferm is John A,
{Slugger} Tz Vos, Hinsdale civic boosts
ar and itechnolegy instruclor sf the plant
training school of the Iilinois Bell Tele-
phoue Company. Tweniy-cight stwdents
in Loop and Hinsdale classes admit on
their registration cards that they ohee
met John De Ves., To meet John A is,
sooner or later, to join a class—and like
it

Runner-up a8 2 salssman of economie
atady is Thomas Polad of Evanston. At
teast 11 current students are Irom his
wide circle of friends: ocne of ifhem his
son, Louis,

Enrvollment st the People’s Church (57)
ig the largest st any location. Members
of the team working for this enrollment
wore Csmercen Bester (raptaln) and Myrs,
Bester, Mrs. Clyde Bassler, Miss Hmily
Caverdale, Francis J. De MNevue, znd
wrnest Japson., Dr. Preston Bradley,
pastor of People's Church, announced
the course dAuring hiz brosdcast services,
reguiting i 22 enrollments in  classes

“throughout the ciiy aad suburbs.

Georgist Publishes Poerss

HARTFORD, Conn—Mre. Hthe! Ly-
man Stannard, of the Hartford Ixten-
sion of the Henry George School of So-
wlal Heience, bas published a collection
of her posms, “Chiefly My ¥njoyment.””
Zhe has left several copies at the office
of the Henry George School in New Fork
gy, and coples may be obialped from
ihe School or from the publisher.

dersey Faculty Meets

NEWARK, N, J-—Dy. Hlizabeth H.
Bowen conducted the present term’s sec=
ond meeting of the facaity of the Jarsey
Hxtension, Henry George School of So-
cial Science, which tcok place al the
Academy Building in Newark,

Naarly all members of the faculty ai-
tended the meeiing, Some of the new
members related  difficelties they had
encountered and oblained further infor-
raation on these poimts,  The “older’™
members offerad construciive suggestions
and from time lo time induiged In a
littie hair-splitting.

Among those present was CGeorge L.
Rusby, whkose two invariable habits are
to enrcll mew students and Jdiscuss the
guestion of inferest with confirmed
Georgists. {This s our way of lstting
Lloyd Haas lkmow that he will shortly
hear further from Mr., Busby.)

. Yuls Jollity in Chicago

CHIICAGT, IL—In place of thelr reg-
ular December mesting, the Henry George
Woman's Club will hold a Christmas
party =nd bazaar in their club rooms on
Presday, December Hth, HBEach member
is asked to donate ope or more articles
that can be sold, and come prepared to
nurchase gifis for Chrisimas. Donations
will be received at this time to pay for
the fruit and auts with which the Chrizt-
mas stockings  will be filled, These

Christas stockings are {illed every year '

for a party given st Olivet Imstitute for
the upder-privileged children of the
neighborhoed.
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Freeman to Cease Publicalion?

NEW TOREK, N. Y—at the December
meaeting of the Trustees of the Henry
George Bechool of Social Science in New
York, the guestion of continning or aban-
Goning the Bebhool's sponmorship of The
Freeman will be discussed.

A number of readers of The Freeman,
eapecially  those who faver  increased
American participation in the war, iake
fssue with its editorizl policy and eall
for its suppression, CGrouwps in New
Work and PBoston have submitisd pefi-
tions uwrging the Truslees io take action.

dersey Coromencement Dnner

NEWARK, M, J—Ths New Jarsey Ex-
tenision of the Henry George School of
Soeial Science will provide an oppovtunity
for the students of the fall ferm io csl-
ebraie thelr gradustion ati a dinnst moet-
ing on Friday, December 5h. Ths mest-
ing will be held at the Hamilton Fesiaus
rant, 750 Broad Streset, Newark; time,
00 P,

Beclowith Book Published

SYOCHTON, Calif —I.. 5. Beckwith sne
nounces ithe appearance of his  book,
“The Answer: by Nature Hermgelf, writ-
ten from Walure's Notes by L. D, Beck-
with.”” ‘This work deals with economis
theory from ths Georgist point of view,
and undertekes fo Jdemonstrate that eco-
nomics i9 as sxact a sciense as any other
By resort to natural law, says Mr, Beck-
with, we shouwld be able fo soive social
problems as weg solve shop problems.

¥, I3, Beckwith i3 the editor and pub-
ligher of The Foeram {(Siocklon), s wesk-
Iy paper devoted largely to economie -
theory  and the Interprststion of the
news of the day.

Arvmistice Day Program

CHICAGO, INL—The Noyermber mest-
ing of ihe Henry George Woman's Club
of Chicago was held on ibe night of Ar-
mistice Day at the Club Fooms, The
program consisted of a pavel discussion
on “Suggested Ways of Peacs.”’

Mrg. H. C. Frapk spoke on *“Union
Now,” Howard I. Hommedien dis-

_cusged “Passive Non-Hesistapee”  John

Iawrence Monros presented "Wilson's
Fourteen Points” and Hdwin Hamilion
“The Roossveli-Churchiil Bight Points™
Harry ¥leisclunan, the last speaker, told
about '"The Socialist Alterastive to War

Questions from bolh speakers and au-
gience wers willlngly answered by all
who took part in the program, and ithe
discussion was so interesting that it car-
ried over into the social hour which fol-
Inwed the mesling.

Hold Theater Party

CHICAGO, NL—4a  large  group  of
Georgists and friends wers expected to
attend the Beneflt Theater Far wlan-
ned by the Henry George Woraan's Club
for Wovember 15ik. The procesds will ha
used for furnishing the Clubh Rooms.
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Cinema in Jersey ‘
NEWARK, N. J.—George Lachuer, a
graduate of one of the classes of Jamed
de Roode in the Henry George School of
SBocial Science, attended the faculty meet-
ing en November Ilth and presented a
forty-five minute movie .of Mexico—liis
own work. .. .

Mr. Lachner has made sevaral trips to
‘Mexico and in addition to his picture
taking, made it a point to study the
country’'s history and people. The mem-
bers of the faculty enjoyed greatly hiz
informative comment and excelient pho-
_ tographs.

Address by dJersey Georgist

NEWARE, N. J.—George C. Winne, of
the faculty of the North Jersey Exten-
sion of the Henry George School of So-
cial Science, sddressed the members of
the Lions' Club of Hackensack at a
luncheon on November 5th. The title of

- Mr. Winne's Bpeech was ‘“The Golden
Earth.”
" °

Contributors’ Corner

Only one new name appeals among our
article writers this month—that of May
Speed Sexten, of the New York faculty.
We regret that the limitations of the
printed word are such that we cannot
reproduce for our readers the full flavor
of Mrs, Sexton’s rich Dixie brogue; per-
haps the imagination can supply what
the type cannot. 'The illustrations are
by—guess who! Who else, indeed, but
the inimitable Sylvia Wiren, who for the
third time teams up with a iady con-
tributor—and most successfully, we think.

The big picture at the end of Henry
George's “editorial on “Our Nasd of a
Navy” is by Mildred Baldwin. *“I iove
to <draw brutal men,” posteirds Mrs.
Baldwin. By preference, she draws from
models.  Readers of The Freeman are
requested not to assume that Mr. Bald-
win sat for any of the hidecus trio.

We have two new book reviewers—
_ Marrieté Philmus, already known to our
readers because of her indefatigable ef-
forts as a volunieer during registration
week last September, and Beatrice Peach,
who gets in because she has a drag.
Mrs. Peach has been receiving all scrts
of hints on housekeeping recenily, but
her husband still looks more like Cas-
sius than Filstaff. We have more news
of Harriett elsewhere in this issue,

The heading for our “Letters to the
Editor” page is the joint production of
Mildred Baldwin and Sylvia Wiren. Our
movie reviewer still maintains his mod-
est anonymity behind the pseudonym of
Martin Simon.

Peter Schwander, of Houston, Tex., is
well known to Geéorglsts all over the
world by his nom de guerra Horstie. e
thinks Georgists are too long winded, and
uses the sennet form because it holds him
down to fourteen lines.

The following “Objections Overruled™
are from the latest edition of the Eney-
clopasdia Americana. The article on the
Single Tax for the Amerieana was writ-
ten by Louis F, Post.

. * =

Objections to the BSingletax are too
numerous for complete consideration
‘here. Some arg frivolous, some are dis-
ingenuows, some proceed from misap-
prehension; but dsome are slpocere, im-
portant and at least apparently reason-
able. Most professorial economista are
counted among objectors, and the eco-
nomie atmoaphere of the yniversities
seems to be hostile. Yet the objections
lack both system and comprehensiveness.
Moat comprehensive of all, perliaps, are
those of Walker's ‘Land and Its Rent,’
& book which had vogue for a tlme but
is now obsolete. It has been succeedoed
i university circles by a chapier on
“The Single Tax” in Seligman's ‘Essays
on Taxation." This chaprer, which is
Umited to the subject in Its fiscal as-
pects, la refuted in chapter XIV of
Shearman's ‘NMatural Taxation.’

Following is a summary of current ob-
jections and answera:

The Singletax would take private pro-
perty for public uge without compensa-
tiom.

As land valie 18 attributable not to
individua! industry but to social prog-
ress, and attaches not to industrial prod-
uets but to natural resources, it ia in
fairness social property, for which rea-
son the juslt objection 18 mot to taking
Iand walue for public use without com-
pensation to landowners, but to allowing
its continued -appropriation by land-
owners without compensation to the pub-
lic.

The fiscal principle uwyon which the
Singletax rests, that of iaxation in pro-
portion to individual benefils derived
from government, is false, sownd figeal
principles requiring taxation in propor-
tion to each taxpayer's ability to pay.

{a) Taxation in proportion to ability
to pay is a prinéiple of arbitrary tribute-
levying; (b} the sound fiscal principle
under democratic government is in pro-
portion to governmental benefita.

Taxastion in proportion to goveramemtal
berefits is impracticable, the benefite
being too multifirious and subile for
financial measurement.

(a) Ag land values financially reflect
all pgovernmental benefits, taxation of
land values is in proportion to benefits;
(b) it is, at any rate, in propertion to
tinancial benetits, which is the ecrux of
tha matter.
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The tax would be ghiffed from lapd-
owner fo tenant in higher rent, :

This is {a) unthinkable with reference
to unimproved land, and (b) since un-
improved lapd would glut the market
under pressure of burdensome taxition,
ail land woulad tend downward in market
value.

Unimpreved Lbullding sites do not meed
the governmental protection that police ﬂ
and fire gsystems provide and which
buildings do need; therefore, upon the
principle of taxstion mceording to beie-
fitg, building sites rather than buildings
should be exempt from taxstion for po-
lice and fire protection.

Az the value of building sites is higher
with police and fire protection than
without, and the wvalue of buildings is
no higher (probably lower from' the
greater competitlon in building), it is
building sites, not buildings, that are
benefited financiaily by fire and police
protection, and which, therefore, should
bear the financlal burden,

The Singletax would produoce pubiic
tevonues in excess of public needs.-

Frobahly nof, if schools, highways and
other public necessaries and conveniences
were adequately provided and pmperly
maintained.

‘The BSingletax would Ilack elnsticity
snd therefore be noadapiable to halanced
budgets.

{a) Thia possibiiily of disadvantage
wouid be outweighed by manifest ad-
vantages; (b) it might be obviated by
estimating public expenditures after Iin-
gtead of prior to collection of the public
revenues out of which they are paid;
(c) estimates of aggregate land values
for a fiscal year in advance of expendi-
tures are as trustworthy for budget pur-
poses a3 estimates of any other taxable
values or of all iogether; (d) some
Canadian municipalities have for several
years balanced their budgets under a
policy of land walue taxation alone, and
with apparent satisfaction for they have .
been legally at liberty to abandon the
policy at the beginning of every fiscal |
year; {(e) the problem of balanced budg-
ety is the same with governments as
with individuals namely to balance ex-
penditures and saviogs in normal cir-
cumstances sgainst normal incomes (in
emergencies anticipating future
by drafts upon savings and by temporary
borrowing), and as land wvalues are es
sential social property and therefore the
normal income of governments, expend
tures in government budgets should bal-
ance sgainst land values,

Invitation to Writers

SWARTHMORE, Pa—The Letter Writ-
ing Group, organization of which was
anpounced fn The Freemsan last month
is now functioning, Georgists are invi
ed to join, as all can help, with Jett
and in other ways.

Address Miss Bertha Sellers, 133 Ogden
Ave.,, Swarthmore, Pa.
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Jean Lackey, of the New York front of-
fice staff, greeted s visitor one day, who
asked how long the School had been on
Twenty-Niath Street, He was informed
that it had been there some years, and
previously had been conducted in one
room further uptown. With this, bhe
smiled broadly and proudly anncunced:
“I know—that was in my rooml!™

One of the students at the New York
®Bchool is the secretary of s State Gov-
ernor {who musi remain anonymousk
The (tovernor has becoms so intrigued
with what he has learned about taxes
from bis assistant, that he had arranged
to devote an afterncon a week to further
Georgist research. ‘

Harriett Philmus’ mother has wucceed-
ed her as & student in Sydney May-
ers’ olass at headquarters. Mrs, Phil-
mus now observes that times have
changed, for she Do longer asks Har-
riett whether her school work has been
done, but meekly listens while daughter
aska: “Mother, have you finished your
issson 77’

Miss Emma Hopking, s student in Lan-
caster M. QGreene's class &t the New
¥ork School, has worked out a splendid
“gample system.” Hach week zhe brings
2 different frlend to class, to see how les-
sons are condicted, By the end of the
ecourse, she will have an enthusiastic
group ready to reglster,

One of the students now taking the
basic course by correspondence is an-
swering the guestions from memory,
based on his reading of “Progress and
Poverty” about eight years ago. Not
only are his papers well done, but he
has go intrigued the editor of his town
newspaper, that the emibent journalist
himself is about to embark upon the
stndy of Georgist principles.

Again demonsirating the dramatie flair
that has made his classes in the Science
of Political Economy the Mecea for ad-
vanced students in search of an exclting
course, Burt Levey, of the New York
Faculty of the Henry George School, re-
cently starred in a thrilling sdventure.

Without warning, he found himself sud- -

denly whisked to the Royal Hospital,
where he bravely submitted to an emer-
gency appendectomy. Since the opera-
tion, Mr, Levey hag been doing nilcely,
and the headguarters staff, as well as
his siwdents, happily anticipate. his re-
turn very goon, In the meantime, Mr.
Levey's class is being conducted by Jo-
seph Berger, who generously offered to
pinch-hit until the patient is fully recov-
ered.

Operating Room Dialogue

Mr. Levey: ‘Will the snacsthetic make
me sick?

Doctor: I don't think s0.

Mr. Levey: How long will it be before
I know anything?

Doctor: I'm sorry, BMr. Levey, alt I
can do iz take out your appendix.

Books Received

LANGUAGE IN ACTION
By S 1. ¥Mayakaws
Harcourt, Brace & o, $2.00

THE ANSWER
By L. D. Beckwith
Forum Pub. Co. (Siockton) $250

PROFERTY TAXES
A Symposiom
Pax Policy Leagme (N. ¥.) $2.50

FEDERAL FINANCES IN THE COMING
PECADE

By Carl Shoup
Columbis University Fress, $1.00 .

THE GROUND WE STAND ON
By JYohm Dos Passes
Harcourt, Brace & Co., $3.50

The Broken Bridge
By HORATIO

Charity balls the boat] Justice stops the leaks.—Henry George.
The bridge was broken, but they knew it not, '
Being too bugy saving drowning men.
What did it matter how so many got
Into the river's cruel maelstrom when

They tumble down so fast?

Come help us—You!

Nor turh away tc needlessly explore

When men are drowning!

But the sage vsnthdrefw

To close the bridge—it saved so many more!

Sweet Charity!

S¢ prodigal of doles,

How blind thou art to the world's greater need'
For every soul thus saved, & thousand souls
Fall through the rotten trestlework of Greed

Which privilege gupports.

And neither prayer

Nor alms can mend what Justice should repair.

X vou want lve Hiustrations to help
you in tesching, look im thiz column. It
Is made to your order—a Teacher’s Index
te The ¥Freeman, No mastter how good
your teaching Is, you can improve it by
using better, more modern illustrationsz
Get them from The Freemen, and find
them in The Indezm.

E * *

References at the beginning of each
eniry are to the manusls. ¥ & P 8:4
means Progress and ¥Foverty, Lesson 8,
Question 4. Gther references are page
numbers in The Freeman.

Note well: P & P references are to the
Fourth Hdition of {be Teachers’ Manual,
which divides the elementary course in-
to fifteen lessogs ingtead* of ten.

¥ & F 1:1—"A SBlow Sort of Country™
{43). It ip not always easy to convince
studenta that wages do indeed tend to
2 minimum, because he confuses resl
wages with money wages, By showing
that wages are, not the money a» man
gets, but the things he can buy afier he
bas paid his tax bill, it iz easy io show
that times of rising prices and increas-
ing taxes wmay be limes of falling wages,
even though there are more dollars inm
the pay envelope.

P & P 1:11—"The Crisis in Iceland”
(32). The native Icelanders are sujoying
the henefits, so called, of a flood of
money, ‘The effect. iz to make them
questions 13 and 14 of Lesson 4

P & P 7:23—"Machines and the Lot of
the Farmer” {32)., The feeling that in-
creased mechanization makes for unem-
ployment i3 very strong in most begin-
ning stedents. A good ilustration to
give them 18 that of a large newspaper—
ask whether more people can be em-
ployed publishing an edition of (say} a
million copied with modern squipment, or
with an old style hand press. The hand
press will use more labor per paper, bui
could such a paper be marketed?

P & P 3:322—"Current Cinems Fare”"
(34}, especially the review of "How Green
Wes My. Valley.” Compsre this with
guestion 18 apd 14 of Lesson 4

P & P $:22— Machines and the Lot of
Farmer'™ (32).

P & ¥ 9:28'"Soclalism for Begiuners”
(35). Thiz littie versze might well be
committed io memory.

P& P 15:a—"0ur MNeed of a Hary”
(38). George could not foresee the ag-
gressors of moderm times, but bhe cer-
tainly kmew sboul the sggressors of his-
tory, Despite thiz, he sesms io have
feit that efforts deveted o disassocla~
tion and sonflisl wers an unmized evil,

P & ¥ 15:18--"0ur Need of a Navy”
(38},

P or F T 3:12—A Slow Sort of Coun~

try {33).




If the object of a gift is to bring pleasure to
hime who receives, and to express the esteem of
the giver, then the best gift is a bock to which
the reader will be tempted to return from time
to time—if not to read again, at least to think
about, and to remember the friend who sent the
book,

tne Guod Mooks for Uhristmas

The Freeman offers vou the chance fo give
books like these this year. In spite of the ris-
ing cost of books, the price is small. You make -
a selection of six, send us the names of friends |
to whom you want them sent, and we do the
mailing, enclosing a Christmas eard with your
name on it. The price:

Six Books for $4.95
) (postage prepaid)
Use order blank or létter, ‘me ntioning Christmas book offer.

THE YREEMAN CORPORATION
20 Fast 28th Sireet, New York City

I wish to take advantage of your Christmas B ook Offer. Please send the six books I have

selected to the addresses indicated.

FPROGRESS AND POVERTY
By Henry George

Namse ...... B P PR rabrarsttesanaana
Bfreet ... i iiiaiieianreas ‘e esereanas erreaner
City & Sitate ......... aresrsasriareanren [P

SOCIAL PROBLEMS
By Henry Georgs

MNEBIME rvvcssvscasrnesrinnnas bessamraraien et e
Gireet . ...c.icencsnaarssesacaanan enraane tnaresaenn
City & State .......... eetrevsoaans easaases

THE CONDriIoN OF LABORE
By Henry George

Street

City & 8tate ......viicriiineaiaea e tseeraemanenns

THE STATE .
By Franz Oppenheinser

Btreet
City & Stale ... ..coiiiiiiiiiiiaiiana drriesienaann

SOCICLOGICAL STUDY OF THE BIBLE
By Lowis Wallis

T OINI® .t vnnsnrenetonccnasaansnnsssnassnsonsssosyn vees
Bireet ... .. it tesiatectacstasaeracann
City & State ...... .. coiahenn P P i

PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE

" By Henry Goorge

Strest
City & BState

SCIENCE OF POLITICAL TOONOMY
By Henry George i

................................................

Street

A PERPLEXED PHILCSOPHER
By Henry Geoerge

Street
City & State

THEORY OF THE LAND QUESTION

By George Raymond Geiger

Street
City & State ......... -0 e e tmbecasasananarerann

THFY ELEVENTH COMMAND

By Francis Neilson :

Street
City & Statse

(If you wish one or more of the books sent to you, indicate by writing “self” in proper space.)

FOUr OIS - v.oussvnianonense JEPR

Address




