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To the masses of the people war aiways means suffering and
impoverishing. But to the officers of 2 standing army or navy war
mezns promotion and enormousty augmented importance; to con-
tractors it means great fortunes: to politicians who can utilize its

~ passions it means long leases of power.—The Standard,
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The Surest Road Is Shortest

EVOLUTIONS have not brought about any
R lasting change in our economic structure

because the successful revolutionists never
applied themselves to this problem. They merely
broke up the bric-a-brac of the political order
and always left the economic edifice intact.

Indeed the history of revolutions seems to be
a chronological record of changes in political
overfordships. The “outs” throw out the “ins,”
_ re-arrange the political furniture in the belief
‘. that the new arrangement (say, a constitution,
or a bill of rights, or a system of checks and bal-
ances) will somehow safeguard social and eco-
nomie life against political abuses. The new

“ins” then ensconce themselves in the. comfort-
able seats of power, wherein are hatclied, in spite’

of the safeguards, the very abuses which the
revolution had promised to eradicate.
*» ¥ % ’

Thus, every revolution has sown the seed of

its successor. To say that each revolution has
advanced the cause of mankind is to put a lim-
ited value on the word “advance.” It assumes
that the diffusion of political power in some way
makes for greater happiness; whereas much can
be said for the greater happiness prevailing in
certain periods of history when political power
was centralized. But, even by the standard of
democratizing political power, revolutions seem
to have failed, for the roundelay of revolutiong
has culminated in our time not only in a return
to centrahzatlon, but also in a popular idealiza-
tion of it. The modern trend is toward the apo-

theosis of pharach-ism.
' ® % %

If history throws any light on the future, a
new series of revolutions is in store for-mankind.
In time the misery brought about.by present
regulatory scheming will result in a demand to
break up its political furniture and drag back
the demoeratic rococo.. ‘Ina thousand years—

But, maybe men can- learn. In the physical
sciences they have shown remarkable ability to

snateh from nature eternal truths, and to utilize

-this knowledge for their well-being, While it

is true that predatory interests do, and for a
long time will, prevent by legal and pedavogical
chicanery the understanding of natural la,w in
social relationships, the very futility of revolu-
tions may force an inquiry into this field. True
prophets are always possible.

EX £ E

Angd since life is always a preparation for liv-
ing, there is always the possibility of a revolution
which will leave the political order completely
out of consideration, but which will apply itself
only {o building an economy based on natural
law. How will that novel revolution—that genu-
ine revolution—come about? Only through popu-
lar understanding. We cannot build unless we

know how,
%* #* *

You who have faith in political documents as
security for human happiness, witness how these
parchments throughout the ages have failed you.
How constitutions, written with the blood of de-

" capitated despots, have given rise to new tyran-

nies. How pacts to end wars have been merely

- the instruments for new blood-letting. How po-

fitical plans, drawn with consummate human
ingenuity and sealed with every known device to
ingure durability, have never succeeded in abol-
ishing the slavery of mankind. Can you still
have faith in politics?

* # *®

Let us not waste another thousand years, or
destroy more millions of lives, in the futile effort
to gain human happiness through the constant
rearrangement of the political state.

Let us take that still untried route which
seems logically to lead us to our desired goal,
Let us teach ourselves how we can be free—eco-
nomically free~—so that the promise that is in
each of ug can be realized. Education, not power
politics, is the road. ];Et'is the surest road, the
shortest road.
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A’re We

THE LAST TEN YEARS of continuous unem-

ployment have given birth to a mew theory
_of defeatism., The intelligentsia of our eam-
puses, having had a fling at legislative enact-
ment of their silly economic conecepts, are sav-
ing face by a rare bit of rationalization. -

The United States has attained its “full eco-
nomie growth.” Further productive expansion is
impossible. With the disappearance of the last
frontier there is no room for free enterprise, We
have reached a static economy, and it is the
Jbusginess of government to operate it. Gradual-
ly the politicians must -take over and plan our
way of living,

This, of course, is the New Deal apology for
its failure to bring about recovery. - Neither
Republicans nor Democratic opponents of the
New Deal have any understanding of economic
fundamentals, and are therefore at a loss to meet
this philosophy of despair. - In principle there
seems to be a tacit agreement with the sage of
Hyde Park, and this is the weakness of his po-
litical enemles They have nothing better to
offer.

It is a fallacy that government does or can

produce anything. At best, government is mere-
iy specialized service. So that we who engage
in production may continue to do so effectively,
we employ teachers, firemen, traffic officers, to
take over the duties that can best be done col-
lectively. Instead of a volunteer fire depart-
ment we have a paid fire department instead

of giving up so many days in the year for road

repalrmg, we pay road builders so many days’
work in order that we may concentrate on the
production of goods. ’

When governmeni goes beyond these simple
-gervices and presumes to engage in the produe-
tion of things it is competing with capital and
lahor.
character it is wasteful. It cannot be efficient
because it is not subject to competitive stan-
dards. Its very inefficiency prompts it to des-
troy competition by law, or by subsidizing it-
self through taxation at the expense of the labor
and capital with which it competes.

Since the object of production is the satisfac-
tion of desires, and since human desires are un-
limited, there can be no final “attainment of eco-
nomic growth,” There may he a dying ceonomy,

- datory groups.

Since government is monopolistic in -

Finished?

but there is no static economy. Every satis--
faction brings about a new desire, every genera--
tion gives birth to new wants, new hopes. It i
only by force, by public or private robbery, that
the human urge for more and higher gratifica-
tions is suppressed. An economy -which is not
dynamic is a slave economy, and that is decay.

There is no limit, gave our natural resources,
to what we can produce. And since the end-all
and be-all of production is consumption there
can be no point of saturation. There may be—

~and this our intelligentsia stupidly refuse to see

—only artificial limits to our economy, limits
created by government in the interests of pre-
Our economy cannot continue
to expand if every advance of productive enter-

~ prise merely increases the tribute to privilege.

‘We cannot consume what is taken away from us.
Robbery stops production. .

To substitute for an oligarchy -of private
-monopoly the more predatory oligarchy of gov-
ernment monopoly is merely to hasten our econ-
omy, and our consequent social standa.rds, down-
ward.

Please,
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How Law Can szpon Go?

WHETHER THINGS made for destructive pur-
poses are or are not ‘wealth” is a source of in-
teresting, if fruitless, discussion.
of labor exerted in the production of things which
do not cofitribiite to human satisfactions are too
pamfully real to permit of hatmless diatectics.
News trickling through the Japanese censorship
throws much lght on this question. Fish, vegetables
and tice—rthe staples of Japanese diet—are crucially
deficient: 86 miny people are eating the curd bean

waste usually fed to cattle that cows are giving only
one-fifth the usual milk supply Charcoal, the na-
tiondl domestic fuel, is getting scarce, and school
childten are sent fo the miountains to cut wood and
carbonate it. A shortage of labor has resulted in
the diafting of Chinese war prisonérs. The use of
electric power is being restricted because of the acute
shortage of coal. Lack of housing, because the build-
ing workers are at war, has made 2 Hatlem of Tok-
yo: ten people have been found living in a nide-by:
twelve- foot teom. And so om.

For mete than two years hundreds of thousands
of Japanese soldiers have been destroying the pié-
duction of hundreds of thousands of Japanese work-
ers, If the purpose of production is the satisfaction
of desmes, then the machines of war made by Jap-
anese workers caft be. called productwe only by a
slavish obediénce to word- logic.. That the desires
‘of the- Japanese éngaged in the makmg of bullets
have not been satisfied is evidenced by their own
acute lack of the ‘necéssiries of life. |

Man: Isbors to enjoy the fruits of h1s tabot, whrch
in turn, direct’ other labotérs to: produce things
in exchange. In the marketplace the vatiots things
that satisfy the tnultirude’ of hithan . desires are
I1qmdated The vilues of the marketplace deter-
mine the diréction of productive labor.

Théte is a tharket for bullets, But it is a false
market, one creatu:l by nrvdasory interests, not by
free workets. It is not a place where workers freely
give up theif pmductlon it exchange tor things
they want more,

But the results”

The government which creates this marketplace
is a predatory organism which takes but does not
give. Since it produces. ‘nothing, it can bring no
equitable exchange to the. marketplace tts instru-
metit of forced exchange is taxation. The worker
who feceives the proceeds of this taxdtion for his
produce must ultimately pay it back with more
production. THhus, What he gets in the false mar-
ket is merély a mortgage on his labot.

From the humaft point of view, this constarit
depletion of the product of labor for the prosectition
of war, or the doing of things that do not conduce
to human satisfactions called for in a free nuarket,
results in what is euphemistically called “a lower
standard of living.” ‘That is, Iabor is robbed of its
produce and has less to live on. Eventually it has
so little to Tive oft that it loses huinan fesemblarice
and becomes miote akin to the vagrant cur that
furtively gainis its livelihood at the gatbage pail.

Simple Arithmetic

THE FUTILITY of attempting to meet the needs

of government by the “‘soak-the-rich” miethed is
demonstrated by the fact that the Federal Treasucy
could not finance its outlays if it confiscated every
cent of income of all familfies and all individuals
who earn mote than $5,000 a year. The total of
such confxscatson would be only §5,291,000,000.
Theése are 1937 figures.

On the other hand, the rental value of land in
this country, as far as it can be ascertained from.
incomplete assessment valuations, is upwards of
twelve billions annually. The colléction of this sum
would force into use speculatwe;y held land, which
necescarxly includes the best sites, and the increased
productivity would greatly swell the rent fund.

So, Mr. Morgenthau why worty about your
budget? Take. the fent of Tand. You'll have enough
and to.sparée fof your pestiferous budget, aqd you
needn t bo%het us w1th taxes at all.
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THE BRITISH ANNQUNCEMENT of a £300,-
. 000,000 war loan, bearing 3 per cent interest,
brings te mind some Liberty Bonds we bought, and
urged others to buy, in 1918-19. Particularly re-
minisgent  was the statement by the Changellor of
the Excheqguer that the new bonds will be subject
to a partial payment plan. This is the same old
~appeal to the patrio-cupidity of the “little man.”

We recall that many workers who pinched them-
selves to buy a stake in victory—-and, incidentally,
‘t6 .invest in the ‘‘safest sectirity in the world'—
later found themselves unable to keep up the pay-
ments, soid the bonds for much less than par, lost
much of their savings. If a census of present own-
ers of Liberty Bonds were available, it would dis-
close ‘that very few of the original purchasers re-
tained them. Who has the bonds? Your guess is
as good s anybody's. '
Yoiy MY EXBSLY ME ﬁ
To PAY Yoy Tk A Lobn

J N OREAT uhanimeB
AR R YouRs {

Anvhow, the present owners of Liberty Bonds,
in collecting “‘interest” on these securities, are shar-
ing in the taxing power of the government. Tt muast
he remembered that the money received by the Wil-
son administration from the sale of these bonds was
not used as capital; that is, in the production of
wealth. It was blown up. - Theréfore, the return
to the owners of war bords cannot be called “in-
terest’’: it is merely a tax on production.

War loans do not help a nation carty on war.
The workers in 1918-19 produced the things neces-
sary to the business of war. We fight, as we live,
on present production.” In’ creating 2 war liability,
the government burdens future workers with a debt
which they could not have incurred, since they were
not born at the time. = For the same reason they are
not -making payments, through taxation, - to the
workers who helped wage the war, nor ¢ven to those
who' lent the money to the government. War debis
are 3 burden on present population for the benefit
of living owners of the bonds. -

Hitler and Stalin are much smiarter than Cham-
beslain. For their war they prefer to take from
workers all their produce above a very bare exist-

Moﬁg@giﬂg the Lion’s Cubs

ence. (Maybe the dictators are not so smart; may-
be they are making a very few toans merely because
of a shortage of lenders). Unless Germany and Rus-
sia are so vanguished that their conquerors can -
pose a collectible war indemnity, these nations will
emerge from the holocaust without a debt burden,
and this would be quite 2n advantage to future
Russian and German workers,

We do not, however, recommend the Hitler-Stalin
tobbery technique, superior as it is to the hocus-
pocus techmique of Chamberlain. Robbery, like the
subtler method of taxation, distinctly discourages
production. There is a soutce of revenue which
would greatly encourage the productive enterprise
necessary to the prosecution of war (to say nothing
of peace) and wonld place no biitden o .the future
workers. That is the economic rent of England.

But to collect rent openly, even for war, would
destroy the prerogatives of the Jand-owning class
whom Mr, Chamberlain represents, the very class
who will eventually own all the war bonds,

Humor of the Month

AFTER LABORING for two years on word-am-

munition with which to confront verbose New
Dealers in what promisés to be the wordiest politi-
cal camipaign that ever dulled the wits of Ameérican
citizens, Glenn Frank and his 200 G. O. P. advisers
brought forth this twister: '‘freedom of enterprise
with protective regulations.” . . Like a million
others whose stouts are more or less immersed in
the public trough, Mr, Roosevelt's confidential sec-
retary hopes he will run for a third termy . . . Govs
Earl K. Long of Louisiana sought to win his election
by hurriedly forcing through his Legislature a bilt
giving school children free lunches. Sam Jones, his
successful opponent, promised to retain’ ¢he free
funches . . . The Marxist parentage of both com-
munism and - fascisma was further betrayed by Dr.
Robert  Ley, Nazi Labor Front leader, who, crib-
bing from the Communist Manifesto, exclaimed:
“Warkers of all lands, unite to smash the rule of
English capitalism.” . . .1t s reliably reported that
the New Deal census takers will not ask us about
our land holdings . . . Believe it or not, fact-find-
ing Sumner- Welles learned that peace hangs only
upon a reapportionment of God's real estate . ..
Senator Wagner, who gave us the NLRB. headache,
now oroposes to clear up the situation by IMPOSIRG
a super-regulatory body, the United States Media-
tion Board. A drunkard never kunows when,
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\. Picking a Nation’s Pocket

A BILLION DOLLARS, or .some such fantastic

sum, will be voted by the present Congress to
“help the farmer.” And this in spite of a most re-
vealing report made by the Agricultural Adjustment
Administration on March 2.

In 1937 the AAA made * farm benefit” payments
to the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company am-
‘ounting to $25,709,564. This made the Company
the biggest “farmer’’ in the country. Equitable Life
received over twenty million, New York Life a
mere three million.

The average check sent to 3,750,000 farmers who
participated in the 1937 program was for $75.
When it is considered that 272 checks were for $10,-
000 or more each, that 594 ran over $5,000, that
mere than 20,000 farmers and corporations received
more than §1,000, it will be seen that a great many
farmers must have been glad to get $5 or less for
Lolding their land out of use.

Nearly all the top payments went to life insur-
ance companies and banks, the large-scale owners
of.farms' through mortgage foreclosures,

What does this mean? That the beneficiaries of

our “farm relief” program are not farmers but land-

lords; that the real farmer, the temant, the actmal
producer, gets very little of this money; that the
result, if not the purpose, of the AAA is actually to
subsidize jand speculation. The government is tax-
ing us to provide a bounty to landowners so that
they can restrict production and thus raise the price
we pay for foodstuffs. The government, further-
more, induces the landowner by this subsidy to hold
up his price for the use of the land so that the ac-
tual farmer, -the producer, must give up more of his
product for the privilege of working.

This is not stupidity; this is downright robbery.
True, the Congressman who votes for this subsidy
p:ohably would prefer that none of it go to these
big insurance companies and banks. But in order
that some of the swag remain in the hands of the
small {and speculators in his home bailiwick-—that 13,
the local hanker and other tn-hiorn financicrs of

the “sticks” upon whose largesse his residence in
“Washington depends—he is forced by our Jand ten-
ure system to count “Wall Street” in. Yes, and
it would be interesting to know how much of this
loot goes to the Congressmen themselves, and io
their families.  Almost every politician in the farm
belt dabbles in land speculation.

The AAA is not an agricultural administration
at all. It is an affiliate of the farm land barons
of America, holding a gun at cur heads while they
pick our pockets.

The Right to Stop Progress

A NEW YORK APPELLATE COURT rzcently

held that it is legal for a union to strike and boy-
cott against the introduction and nse of labor-sav-
ing machinery.

The jurists very wisely held that it was not their
province to decide whether labor-saving machinery
does or does not constitute progress; they were con-
cerned only with the law, presumably the law which
permts “peaceful p1cketnw“ And the law, which
reflects public opinion, recognizes the union tech-
nique of securing privileges for its members.

- Our entire- economy is based on the political
means, rather than the productive means. The law
must not be blamed for being illogical, or seeming
to contravene either basic principles or common

sense. ‘T'he political means of acquiring wealth -
is a denial of all reason, for it assumes that increas-
ing the wealth of one group of citizens at the ex-
pense of others adds somehow to the wealth of the
community. The polinical means is accepted in
standard economic text books, in what is taught
as sociology -in ‘our colicges, in the utterances of
prominent public: officials, in all current literature.

“T'berefore, it is imbedded in our law.

A title deed to land snables its owner to extrart
from labor and capira] o part of their production
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that is the political means. Tariff-protected indus-
triés"get a higher price for their products than they
could get in a competitive field; that is the political
meaps. So long as we permit the exercise of the
political means (or privilege) we must expect the
incongruities that follow. Striking by unions to pre-
vent technological progress is no sillier than increas-
ing prices by restricting the production of farm
products.

The case in. question involved the use of “canned

music” by a touring opera company, which was
“forced to suspend operation because of union op-
position to that device. The conrt, in refusing to

’ Must We Change

THOSE WHO MAINTAIN that the social struc-

ture is awty because it reflects the inherent bad-
ness of human nature suspend their argument in
mid-air because of their failure to define this “hu-
man nature.”

Until a satisfactory definition—-inclusive and ex-
clusive-——is supplied, we cannot even attempt a solu-
tion of our social problems. Unless, indeed, we re-
vert to the ancient therapy of burning devils out of
human nature at the stake. “That failed because
of the incidental destruction of the body which
seems to be an essential condition of human nature
and its devils. '

 Whether human nature is identified with soul
or ego, it seems to be——as far as we have been able
to ascertain—a personal experience which defies des-
cription. Metaphysicians deny the accuracy of psy-
chological explanations, while theologians posit 2
“likeness of God'’ theory which impales us on what-
ever ¢oncept of God suits our fancy.

There are some who, failing to define human
nature, assert that it can be improved by hereditary
selectiveness. The social order can be improved
only if the breed can be improved, and that can be
done by the mating of human beings who measure
up to certain standards of behavior and intelligence.
That is, the solution of our social problems must
wait on the improvement of the stock through the
transmission of acquired characteristics—which, in
turn, is a moot, if not exploded, biological notion.

The eugenists were on the receiving end of some
very telling blows at the annual convention last
month of the National Society for the Study of
Education. They heard, for instance, of children

enjoin the union from continuing its canypaiyn
against the mechanical” music, said: “We 'see mo
reason why it is not the legitimate object of work-
ingmen to attempt by lawfal means to limit such
alleged ‘progress’ when it results in direct injory
to them.” By the same logic, it would be a legitt-
mate object of the workers who make and disiribute
mechanical music to strike and boycott against 1he
unjon of “live’ musicians  who benefitted by the
court’s decision, '

When the political means is an accepted canon.
of our ecomomy (and, therefore, of our law) such
strange and unsocial situations are inevitable.

“Human Nature”?

born of unwed feeble-minded parents, who after
adoption by highly intelligent families exhibited a
high intelligence quotient. They were informed
by the. University of Towa's Child Welfare Re-
search Station that when children were trans-
ferred from a bleak orphanage to good homes their
I. Qs invariably improved. Other testimony re-
vealed that identical twins reared in separate homes
had different I. Q.'s, and that Southern Negroes .
who moved to Harlem, where better schooling is
available, raised their intelligence quotients,

The eugenists contended that technical errors in-
validated much of this evidence. And so, the en-
vironmentalists and the hereditarians locked horns
and, as usual, the battle ended in a stalemate. “In-
telligence,” said the final speaker, “‘at least as meas-
pred by the I. Q., is not a constant and is a tesul-
tant both of hereditary and environmental fac-
tors.” '

Which leaves ns where we were. And convinces
us that in our search for a better social order it is
futile to wait upon universal improvement in hu-
man nature (which is even more significant than
human intelligence, because intelligent people are
not necessarily human in their behavior).

We don’t know what human nature is, and, un-
til we do, all talk about improving it is vacuous
speculation. But we do know that environment
decidedly determines the reactions of bhuman beings,
and that a better economy results in more socially
desirable reactions. Since environment is an ¢x-
perimentally knowable thing, we should, as sensible
people, apply ourselves to the study of the forces

. which determine its character, And maybe what we

call human nature will take care of itself.




- Spaiks from the Finnish Peace

'"THI:: MORAL is 16 the physical as three is to

> On the basis of this Napoleonic ratio the

mesh srmy of free citizens could well have with-

stood the army of ¢ollectivist ‘slaves had the rela-

tive nuimerical strength of the two countries been

somewhat less than forty-five to one. David slew

Goliath, But Goliath had only one life, while the

Soviet Cominissars could, and ‘did, sactifice many

thousands of lives at the altar of their greed for
power.

Agatnst such odds the bravery and resourceful-
ness of a free people was not enough, But social his-
* - tory must evaluate the struggle between Finland and

Russia as a victory for the smaller maticn; for, bad
its people also been a product of a slave economy
there would be no Finland to-day. Again the chron-
icle of ‘events yields an accolade to liberty.

x k& ¥

The altermath of this rape of a small country di-
tects our attention again to the cause of the war—
the hunger for natural resources. Almwost -imme-
diately upon the conclusion of the peace, commenta-

its attention to the purposes for which Germany en-
ticed her into the war. Now German technicians
might go to work on the land of Russia to extract
the many things needed for both the Gérman army
and her home ecotiomy. Now Russia and Gérmany
could cooperate in squeezing oil out of Rumania,
food products and minerals out of all the Balkans.

It seems pecoliar that the 1mportance of land to
a war economy should be so readﬂy recognized while
in peace times the tendency is to overlook land and
to stress such mconsequennals as money, technologi-
cal improvernent, control of capital and political
planning. War certainly points up the fundamen-

tals.
E T

But to those of us who remembet the * Help Bel-
gium” campaign preceding Amencas entry in the
World War, surcease of the “‘Help Finland” cam-
paign brings relief. There was enough similarity in
the propaganda methods to make us fear the worst.
The natural sympathy of a sporting nation for the
“under dog was gradually being whlpped into a

-strike.

“the muddle.

Wi Frceman, Aprii, 1940

frenzy, the result of which Was too obvious to re-
miniscent oldsters,

For the moment, the anish peace has kept
America clear of the slapghter.

Economics ¢ la Gdbe‘ﬂ: & Sullivan

WHEN THE MILL was purchased from the En-

terprise Hostery Comipany by its employes last
fall, every man put $300 into the venture, ‘every
woman invested $150. Some had mortgaged homes
to do it, others had accumulated their savings from
overtime work at renovating the mill. That was their
capital: wealth saved for future production. As
cap1tal1sts they expected interest on these mvested

savings,
But, as workers, these stockholders expected
wages, Having their econmomics mixed they as-

siwmed that as capitalists they paid themselves wages,
as wotkers. Por they had joined a union which
empmcaliy declared that a ¢ertain fate of wages
Hiust prevail in the coopetatively owhed Hancock
Hosiery Mill (the new name of the plant in Phila-
delphia bought by the workers).

. As stockholders they had accepted orders for

tors stressed the fact that Russia might now direct 7,500 dozen pairs of hosiery a_week, which wouid
-give them employment, as workers, for some time.

Moreover, as stockholders, they got the best poss1b1e
price, which, however, necessnated their accepting,

- as workers, wages below the union scale.

So, as union members, they ordered themselves to
The order to strike was issued by the pres-
ident of the mill—a good union ran who 1s a

“stockholder as well as a wage worker.

- The five bhutidred @ workets-stockholdets-usnion-
ists at last tepott: were negotidting themseives ot of
While négotiations wete going ‘on
they received no wages as wotkers, no interest as
capitalists. Indeed, their capital was wasting away.
As union members they were required to pay, dues,

- as. citizens they tere contributing  taxes, and the

rent bill on their plant and their homes continued

- to pile up.

We must not laugh at these hoswry workets.
Their dilemma stems from the same mdddled think-
ing that prevails among the politico-economists,
bankers. and: captams of industry. For, underlying
this thinking is the notion that capital—not hosiery
—pays wages. '
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The wind, chill from’

hungry sucklings squeezing under a
fence rail. I soughed through the
tops of trees out of sight in the

dark thh the restless sob of a mad ’

woman. It Whmed around casement
and pane, s;,a,h'ped its dank fingers
through keyholes and struggled with
mats near the siils. Vavember was
2 bad month in London A.nd that
mght its worst.

Across the drear, whitecapped
Channel two great aymies in the
foprth year. of the ‘I‘mrty Years War
were laymg waste much of a gontin-
ent in the name of rehgﬁon Even
oW England’s first James was va-
cillatg between taking either side.
Shiploads  of Puritans alreevdy had
found a new and freer land, for the
foul breath of the intolerant main-
land had seft led as a mxa,smatlg:
blanket over England, Merrie Eng-
land. ‘The England of Shakespeare
but recently dead. The England of
Bacon and Spenser. h

In a bleak room high in the pile
of the damp masonry of Gresham
Coliege labored Gunter, mathemati-
cian, master intelleet. Rumpled and
torn hits of fooiscap littered the
. table at which he sat. His feet, numb
with the damp, were unmoving in
another heap of disecarded paper.
His -hands were cramped and blue
and the guill one held was waving
erratically. He cursed softly, hlew
upon his hand a strea.m of hoar-whlt-
ened breath ancl again fell to serib-
bling, The candie in the storm lan-
tern at. his elhow: sputtered and
threw a black greasy smoke over
the mica in the 1a.mern wmdow To
all this discomfort - Gunter pald no
heed, but brought his eyes nearer
his work. Great was his -purpose
and greal was his infellect, for Gun-
‘ter, erstwhile student of Christ
Church, Oxford, was a Professor of
Astronomy at Gregham, though still
a young mam.

His back straighiened. He sighed,
exultant, pushed his chair away from

the iable and attempied to stand

the north-
east, was like a squealing litter of

Gunter’s Chain

By GEORGE B. BRINGMANN

His msensate feet refused to bg:ar
the Welght but by gooﬁ fortuneg ‘he
managed to grgsp the edges of the
tahle. For five long mmutes he ghuf-
fled to restore a semblance of proper
circulation, while his’ eyes grew fe-
verish - with the light of a success
plainiy Seen. Gunter clutched a
scrap of foolscap in his hand, “This
1 shall give to the world!” hé told the

jumping shadows in the grey rooml.

“This I shall give the world!” he
repested, chuckling. ‘Tt will make
man more gertain and mpre pleased
with what is his because of its in-
falhble ageuracy. "

He expenmented with his feet,
found they Would support hlm and
tottered C"1r1gerly to ‘the wall. Tak-

mg a six foot +woolen muffler from :

a peg near the dcor he wra,pped its
warm folds whout his throa.t ‘and
carefully cverla.pped the ends before
buttoning his -great coat. A tall
gray hat,  replete with spots from
London wm(;ow jettisons, he pulled
tightly down o the back of his ears.
“Now to Eric of Malmo,” He opged
the deor and the draft from the
stairs with a mighty puff blew out
the storm Jlantern, Gunter groped
his way through the dark and down
to the door.

The wind blew his . breath . hack
into hig’lungs and made him gasp.
Lowering his head he stepped out,
leaning against the storm. Hard pel-
lets, half hail hdlf snow, raitled on
his tall hat ere he had walked five
minutes. He shrugged and ‘became
more dogged.

Few were the wayfarers of Lon-
don’s street st that hour. -Once he

stepped - hurriedly into a doorway
and held his breath while a band-of
homeless ~wichins ir pursuit of a

skinny dog raced past his hidegway.
They were ravenously hungry .. he
knew, Better they pursue the dog
for food than molest him for alms

or batter him the better to rob him

of h1s purse. He made @ wry mouth
'When he found his heart had fol-
lowed them.

] He heard the shouts of
the band announcing their success
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and the final howls of the dog. He

1'nagmed he heard the gurgle of the
beast and was compassxon_ate at the
same time glad the sramm,s now
woulti eat.

Boldly he took up his way. A
window protested at its~ openmcr Tni-
stinctively he stepped into a door-
way until the sounds of a pan heing
emptied on the walk and fhe refast-
ening of the window indicated at
least temporary security.

Tor a full hour the squaler of his
surrgundings increased with each
siride, When ‘nut another pace would
be toward lesser povarty, he stopped
before o door and knocked.

“Fric!” he called, and kicked at
the door with h1s Trosted toes.

“Yah? Who calls Eric at this
hour?” came the thmk-vo;ce(_l an-
SWEL. )

T, Professor Gunter. Open up and
let me in!” .

llYah bl .,

Gunter beard the sound of & bar
being lifted from its socket an,d a

. thump as 1t was set against the wall.

The .door swung half open.

“Come in. It'is cold. Yah?” The
huge frame of Emc of ‘Walmo stepped
aside.

“Of course it is cold. ‘Wky bar a

“door? You bave nothing to steal

Ridiculous!” Gunter complamed.

“I have clothes. Some clothes And
it is cold apd other people freezc
Imfic 5 voice was ha,rgh ¥ am-an- out-
lander and fair game to Ty ne1gh~
borg.” -

“Then you shouid have stayed in
Sweden.” Gunter was ‘impatient.

“Yah, I wonder. But the war, _1_t is
Teaching there. I do not like war.

“Nor do you ca.re to Treeze, in
England. Nor starve Well you need

net. That is Why I have come.”

“You ha.ve work fcr me?” ‘The
wa.sted frame’ of Erlc stralghtened
Hape snatched fear from hlS heart.
“Does the college want more hmges
or. some locKs as only Enc, 'm ter
armorer, can devise?” .

“No. This work. is for me.”’

" #Qn, Perhaps a fine mesh “waist-
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ccoat to turn the Iknives of peeplo
starving in the streets? Or a sword
to glay them? A dirk?"”

. Gunter li?oked sharply at his ques-
" tioner. He had caught the bittsiness
in the man's words. More and more
af the common people were. talking
like that, “No, Go light a fire and I
will show you.” Gunter fock his
precicus sheet from a pocket.

" “Show me,” Hric dem;z_mdéd. “If X
do work I must save fuel. The fire

. must wait.”

“Light it anyway.” Gunter placed
‘& coin on the table, “That for fuei,
- work for mé or no. I am cold.”

“And I. But no, no fire. No alms.
I only ask to work”

“Hmpf!
Make this for me.”’
‘paper into Fric's "hands.
chain.” ' .
“I do mot like to make chains. I
have felt them.” Eric stuck out his
wrists. Great scars purple from cold
circled them, *That is mine for
working for the side which lost. No
. chains. Not Eric.”

Independént. Very well,
He thrust the
“It is a

“Damn it, man. This chain is of
a different kind. It is for the good
or humankind,” Gunter exploded.

“No chsin is good for men,” Erie's
head shook stubbornly. “What is its
purpose that men could not use it
against each other?”

“You wouldn't understand. This
chain must be of one hundred links,
each link exactly 7.92 inches long.
Exactly.”

" “Fnough to hold a ship against
the tide, enough to anchor it in the
roughest sea. Strong enough’to man-
acle three score men along its
length.” Eric snorted, “And you will
use it for the good of man, A
chain!” .

“Bric, were there ancther man in
-all of London who could do as well
as you, I would leave you to your
opinions and your destitution. But
you must- make this chain for. me,
Eric Gunter wheedled. “You must.”
A’ tantalizing streaw of gold poured
from Gunter's left hand inte the open
pelm of his right.  He counted out
iy coing and put them on the table.
In the yellow light of the candle

stub they shone orange red and add-
ed o the warmth of the Glumination.
Eric’s gaze was fastened upon them.
Shrewdly Gunter chinked more coins
in his cupped hands. .

“I will not do it.” Eric hung his
head and bit hiz bibe lips. “I tell
vou I will not make your damned
chain. No one can tell me that it will
not bind men!”

“I promise it will not. Whay not
leave ethics to yoﬁr hetters. Al you
are interested in, or should dbe in-
terested in, is when and how you
will eat.”

“FTo my betters! Have T not? Have
my neighbors mot? And do we not
starve and freeze and bury our
babies when the ground is soft
enough for tooless hands to dig!”

“Iric, I promise this chain of mine
will hurt no man.”

“You promige. You! Yet you
would give it. to mankind. Will you
live forever? Will not someone 'pu-t;
your chain to different purpose. A
chain! I hate chains. No chain wil
serve all people, or be just. It can-
not.”

“Chaing are your unfortunate ob-
session. You are heing foolish™
Gunter assumed a paternal air,
“TFhig chain is a linear measure.”

The Swede's flickered.

“Measure 7"’

eyelids

“Yes. More accurate than any
method we have yet used.” Chunter
added one more coin to the growing
pile. He could have saved it, for
the wail of a child issued from the
other room of the hovel, .Eric's
grandson, son of his daughter. He
neard his davghter murmur to the
child, heard her wracking cough.
How sorry he felt that his loud
speech had disturbed them in the
only escape they had —-sleep. He
shrank in stature. Once inore he
was stooped and weary, '

“I will make this chain.”” And
Eric cursed as he swept the little
pile of gold into his palm. Cursed
al his want and his necessity, Ie
glared at Gunter. “Chainsg, chains. T
hate chaing. They widowed my
daughter; they crippled me. They
have held down men and made thern
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slaves. Now ¥, Erie of Mabuo, mas-
ter armorer, make one. I, who love
freedom!”

“This chain—man,, how. oftien
should I say my chain is differént.
It is but a measure, & more sccurate
means of measuring,”

“Measuring what?”

“Land. By this chain a man will
know exactly what land is his and
what belongs to another, I shall call
it the surveyor'’s chain. New coun-
tries will he apportioned by it. And
accurately.”

“Chams,” Eric cursed, this time
in his native tongue. “I cannot see
the evil of this I make for you, yet
somewhere I smell injustice. Chains,
I hate them. I know this one will
hurt some, will kill many, -destroy
millions while ‘doing its measuring.
I know it. Know it because I feel.”

“Twaddle!” Gunter scoffed. “One
of your Norse fairies is prattling.
Feelings like that are for fishwives,
not for Erie, armorer for warriors
even now in Valhalla, I shall call
in-a week to see how you. are get-
ting on. ‘Good night,” He swung out
the door and Eric barred it benind :
him. More reason now to har the
door,

With his back to the bite of the
wind and snow, Gunier hastened 1o
Gresham. In his soul that wind sang
a paean of commendation for what °
he, Gunter, had done. But to Eric
sitting by his newly made fire with
his whimpering grandchild it howled
mockery, and he was desolate.

“Chains, chaing, chaing,” he mut-
tered to the flames and shivered.

And the raw wind climbed an oc-
tave in iis wail. To Eric like a mil-
lion children, like ten million chil-
dren entering the world at one great
birth. Entering in chains, -

Bleak was November in London.

That November.
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- Upon Which Mighty Empires Rest

In & preceding article, an effort
was made to approximate the renial
value of land owned by large indus-
tria} corpoérations. No direct figures
are generally available. Consolidated
balange $heets dficlude an itemi svhich
covers the ¢ost of land and the im-
provements thereon, designated by
some such terin as “real estate, plant

©and  equipment” or “properly ac-

count.”

Let's suppose that 4 corporation
over a period of years has spent a
total of ‘one million dollars for feal
estate and equipment. ThHe land does
not wear out s the miprovements
do. Depreciation is dedvicted sach
vear on that portion of the total

which is calculated to be the value.

of the improvements, If, to simplify
our example, the jnvestmeni of one
millien was made ten years agd, and
the improvements were considered to
be worth $8300,000 and the land
$200,000 at the time of purchase,
each vear a deduection is made for

" depreciation of the improvéments.

Assuming an average depréciation
tate of 3 percént a year, the annual
depreciation ¢haige is 5 Per cent of
$500,600 o $40,000. At the end of
tehr years, the hooks would show the
item #as follows:

Tzeal I}state, Plant and

Fyuipment $1,000,000
Liess depreciation to date 400,000
Net "Value, -Real .Estaté, _

Plant and BEqiipment  $600,000

Actually; the land may have tisen
in vaiue to $1,000,000, but it is not
the usual practice to réappraise the
valye of the land and raise it or
lower it on the books.

The problem is further wcompli-
cated by the extremes of specylation
and depi"ession At the very depth
of a depression It seems as if all
land is practically worthless. But
this condition is no more abnormal

‘and artificial than the values Guring

the peak of the speculative boom
tha.t preceded it, Those who, in the
Vef‘y trough‘ of & de_presswn are
bound by. leases or subject to mort-
gages created svhen values were at
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" their previous peak, cannot release

themselves except by bankruptey.
The corperation that owns its land
outright, however, is certainly in a
much better position to withstand
the ravages of hard times.

Hence in considering the vental
or selling value of land in this con-
nection, we must really think of a
figure somewhers between peak and
trough values.

In a growing community over a
period of years fotal rental value

must inerease, despite the fact that
individual sites or mines or iells
may have Tallen considerably in
value. Corporations ewning proper-
ties ‘that havé bheén ahandonhed bHe-
cause their continued operation iz
unprofitable, usually wrile off such
values from the property account.

Now for the actual Figures of a
few large corporations in different
fields of industry.

The property dccount of the Texas
Corporation i as Tollows:

@ ) %
Dépree, $44,106,000.
Land, leases, wells Dipletion 58, 75%,000.
and equipment $233,752,000. Amortiz. 6,108,500,
Cil pipe lines and
tank farms 76,854,000. Depree, 86 435,000,
Refineries and {erminals * 161,296,000, Deprec. 80,607,000,
Ships, marine eguip. 51,142,006. Depletion 203 000,
Serviee station facilities Depree. 25,447, OGU
and eguipment 109,835,000. Deprec. 44 198,600.
Miscellancous. property 2,969,000. Deprec. . 909,000:
635,848,000, 296,774,006
Total property account ' $635,848,000.
Depreciation, depletion and amortization 296,774,000,
Net property account 330,074,000.

(Depreciation, depletion and amcrtlyatlon for 1938 &3 $24,946.000.)

£ %
Agcreage of subsidiaries, exclu-
sive of acreage held by com-
panies jointly conirolted with,
Bocony Vacuum in South Amer-

Tree and Mineral

Acres
U.8 - £07,635
Foreign 514,906
" 1,322,541

&
ica and companies jointly con-
trolled with Standard O ‘of
California in the Far East:

Leaged - Total
Acres Acres
7,209,150 8,016,785
632,151 1,147,057
7,841,301 9,163,842

(The Borough of ‘Manhuttin comprises about 11,000 acres)

7,380 miles of pipe lines, exciu-
sive of pipe lines of other com-
“panies in which the Texas Cor-
poration has an interest.

22 refineries in the U.S.and
one in BEurope; 258 bulk stations
and 48 retail service stations.
Others operated 1,234 bulk sta-
tions and 6,356 service stations,
(This undoubtedly mmeans that
the Texas Corporation, in line |
with recent policy -of all the oil
companies, has refained title and
control, but leased to others, the

greater part of its bulk angd ser~
vice stations. One of the very
good reasons was to eseape the
¢hain store and social sectrity
taxes.)

In forcign countries other than
Canada, Texas Corpoeration has
27 deepwater terminals, 67 bulk
stations and 325 service s{ations.
It lists 48 subsidiaries and finds
it advisable not to disclose the
names of 9 in foreign eounfries.
An incomplete list shows in ad-
dition 20 affilisted companies.
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You will recall that we used a
figure of 23 per. cent of the net
property account as an approxima-

tion of the land value. Tt is more

than likely that an appraisal of the
land  value involved, even today,
would show a figure nearer 100 per
cent of the mnet property account
figure. .

The Texas Corporation in 1935
earned about 29 million dollars be-
fore Federal taxes. This includes

‘about 6 million from companies not

consolidated, about 6 million miscel-
laneous operating. income {(not from
sales of merchandize), about 2 mil-
lion received “as income from sulfur
properties operated by others,” and

‘gver a million dollars in interest,

presumably on securities and mort-
gages. Hence actual operating prof-
it bhefore Federal taxes is nearer 14
million. dollars. -

Tf we assume a land value of 25
per cent of $339,074,000, or $85,000,
000, we get a fgure of 8% millien
per annwn as rental value thereof
(on the basis that rental value is
10 per cent of market value of land).

It is more lkely that the rental

value ig very muich nearer the oper-
siing earnings of ‘the corporation,
despite advantages of patents, own-
erszhip of pipe line utilities and in-
terests in foreign cartels,

#o% & *

Let us now briefly summarize the

report of the Borden Company. It

has 23 subsidiaries and over 100 div-
isions and associated companies. In
1035 it reduced the par value of its
stock from $25 to $16, creating. an
additional surplus of about $44.000,~
000 against which was written off
“popd will $6,999,999 and $23,826,-
730 of unserviceable properiies.'’
fiven after this $24,000,000 reduc-
tion in property, the 1938 statement

* shows the foHowing:

Prop,, plant & eguip. ... $102,767,000
Less depreciation, ete. .. 36,961,000

Net property .......... 65,806,000

Using a raltio of 25 per cent as .

land value, we get a figure of $16,-
000,000. Rental value would be §1,-
600,000 per sunum on the assump-
tion that rental value is 10 per cent

of seliing price, Actual earnings were

near $8,000,000,

Heve again real jand values may

be three of four times. the figure

we-have reached on ocur conservative
basls. In addition we have the vari-
ous milk control boards and health
authorities cooperating as fully as
they can to stifle competition in the
industry. You must draw your own
conclusions as to the percentage of
income which iz really ascribable to
rent. ’
% o= %

Armour & Co. (I}, maintains
meat packing - plants “in wvirtually
every important live stock receiving
center in the United States and im-
portant cities in the world.” About
100 subsidiaries =i listed and over
200 branch houses, Is property ac-
count (October 29, 1938) is as fol-
lows:

Land, bldgs. etc. ...... $187,200000
Res. deprec. .......... 48,947,000

Net assets ............ $138,253,000

In thiz particolay iastance we find
a very heavy funded debt and pre-
ferred issue of stock, =0 that the real
owners of the land are the holders of
its mortgage bomnds and preferred
stock. The result iz that there were
ne earnings butl & deficit in 1938,

The Company shows a net operat-
ing profit of about four million dol-
lars before imterest and dividends.
After paying over three million in
interest  on it funded debt and $2,-
800,000 to itz preferred stockholders,
there is naturally a loss. Rent in this
instance - is being collected by the
holders of the priov issues,

In all the comments thus far, we
have omitied eniirely what every
business would consider as 4 fair
charge againsi income—commercial
interest on the enormous amounts
of cagh invested in these corpora.
tions. Despife this omission, rent aps
pears to be the major portion of
the net income-—of these companies
at least. It explains their ability to
withstand adverse conditions by ap-
plying their rent to the payment of
labor and the replacement of capital,
wiereas the small company, which
rents its property or has it heavily
mortgaged, must fail when it cannot

- gover itz rent bill, iis labor costs

and the cost of replacement of capi-

. tal, to say nothing of interest.

The futility of anti-tvust laws, of
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the atfempts at “pulverising” or
regulating big .buéiness, is obvious.
If- the monopoly of land were elimin-
ated, the prop that holds up vast
monopolistic industrial empires
woulg be eliminated. )
@
Still Fighting for the Kaiser

When Herr Hitler states fhat his
people are crowded and must have
more “living space,”” we in Canada
(which has less than three and a
half persons to the sgudre mile)
wonder just what tliere is in his ar-
gument. Official figures show that
Germany has 361 persons {o the
square mile. The United Kingdom
has 491; Italy bhas 344; The Nether-
lands 577; Belgium 698. ’

As to how (Germany uses its “Hv-
ing space,” we find, according to the
1088 statistical year book, that the
total area, including Austria but ex-

cliding the Sudetenland, is 137 mil-

lion acres. Of this, 82 million dre
cultivated; 7 million are in roads,
parks, ete. Houses and courtyards
take up 2 milion, while 8 million

"acres are marsh and waste land,

This males up 97 of the total 187
million acres. The balance of 44 nil-
lion weres is uncultivated forest.

240,000 acres of this unused land
belongs to the ex-Kaiser, the largest
private landholder in Germany. 3ix-
teen former noblemen own from 60
thousand to 75 thousand acres sach,
a total of nearly 1% million acres,
More than two-thirds of this is un-
cultivated land.

The taxation system of Germany
is based on the yield or income
value of land, not on its rental or
market value. ‘These 4¢ million
acres of idie Glermany therefore bear
only a very small proportion of the
extremely high tax burden hborne by
the population in general, Therefore,
Germans are locked out of this vast
empire within their etnpire,

Fighting for “living space,” while
the ex-Kaiser holds 240,000 acres
and sixteen other men have mnearly
100,000 acres each (mostly uncultiv-
ated) and while other owners con-
trol thirty-eight - million acres (en-

- tirely uncultivated), seems senseless,

The Glerman people should be fight-
ing for their ovm land!
MARGARET BATEMAN
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a Ag’a\inst Brinking and Heﬂ—‘Waming |

There is no word in the dictionary
for what I am denouncing, but I
have made up iwo, and you may
adopt either you please. MNamed or
nameless, the thing definitely exists
and needs to be preached against,

My latest encounter with it wag
the other nighi, when I sat in the

midst of a large assembly of comi-

fortably dressed, happy-looking peo-

. plé who were listening to a series of
splendid specches ahout the princi-
Dles of Henry George—splendid, that
ig, except for the hrinking one or
two speakers indulged in.

We are(said one of these speak-
ers in effect) right plumb on the
brink of the awful precipice. The
turf is crumbling beneath our fest.
The abyss is vawning to receive us.
Carcasses of dead civilizations dot
the horizon in ail direciions. We

ioo are goners uniess we can per-

form the considerable task of mak-
ing the world Georgist overnight.
Hurry, hurry, all of you {except the
Pr0.'s of which T hope there aren’t
any here} and raily round to save
our civilization from joining those
of Nineveh, Tyre, and the rest,

- It wax very effective hell-warn-
ing he did, and I helieve it might
have scared a few of the audience
more if it had not bheen followed by
some classic hell-warning, from the
pen of Henry CGeorge himself, dated
over half a century ago. That re-
agsured the audience that they would
at least have time to go up and eat
a dish of ice cream before civiliza-
tion fell. Sothey did.

I am by no means trying to be-
little the speakers at that very in-
spiring gathering, or the magnitude
and sericusness of the social prob-
lems which are to be solved, But I
want to suggest that this ruin-
brinking and hell-warning is not
what a later speaker called “keep-

~ing our amateur standing.” It is
brifiging us perceptibly closer to the
state of demagoeguery, 8 state where
~we do-not belong.

A Sermon

By JANET RBANKIN AIKEN

When anyone is in a hurry, walch
out, He is probably irying to put
something over on you, Just yes-
terday & man called me on the phone
and sald he was Henry Gorham of
my ofd home town, a carpenter with
tools in hock, and in need of $8 to
get them out and ifake a jeb in an-
other town. He was in a hurry too;
hé must have the money by 6 pm.
So I asked him a few guestions
about my old home town, decided he
was not Henry Gorhiam, and saved
my Imoney,

The Georgist principles have plen-
ty of time to grow and spread, just

because they ure true, and iruth is

the only thing that can afford to
wait, A lie has to be Imntediate, or
it iz seen through. The Georgist is
oceupied in the laisarely task of
puncturing  illusicsns.

In the long passage up out of the

" animal inte the semi-human, people

have had to learn to see through

‘certain illusions, especially the dllu-

signs of the near-at-hand and the
common-ghservalion. Railroad tracks
do not come fogether at the horizon,
The earth doesn't go reund the sun.
It isn't the same itme of day every-
wheére on earth, and peopls in Aus-
tralia don't walk upside down.
These are a few of the compara-
tively easy iHusions which men have
mastered. And the great and salis-
factory -thing about them is that
once they are explained away, it is
impossible to be deluded by them
any more; the_y are gone forever.

Moreover, it doesn't take a law, or

an election, or everyboedy in a coun-
try, to establish the truth about par-
allel lines or the fact about the sun,
Once anybody sees if, everybody can
see it, and eventually everybody
does. All it may take is a litfle
time, and time is what society scems
to have plenty of.

Now it is undeniable that the illu-
sions  which the Georgists sees
through are more numerous and
somewhat more opagque and hard for

many people to recognize ag illugions,
than the fable connected with the
name of {(izlileo. ‘There are many
of these social {Illusions spread
abread in people’s minds. Amoang
them are the illusions that scarcity
makeg wealth, that population makes
poverty, that capital rules produc-
tion, that slavery is efficient, that
war is more manly than thinking—
all of these heliefs widely held and
practiced foday, and not only prac-.

-ticed but—after a fashion—actually

proved in practice, just as you can
see the sun go across the sky, Slav-
ery is efficient—lock at Germany!
Population does make poverty—look
at our city slums! '

To see through these illusions does
not require intelligence (now that
somecne has done i{he pionering} so
mueh as it requires a mental recep-

" tivity, a willingness to lose one’s il-

lusions about economic matters.
Hence, to increase receptivity is the
real job we have to do. How may
this job hest be accomplished?

Not by hurry, and not by ruin-

" brinking and hell-warning. Good

temper is absoluiely nscessary, and
it iz heartening to see the preva-
lence of this contagious and thera-
peutic quality in the HGSSS. Quick
wit is needed, but most of all iz the
elusive thing our director called

- “amateur standing,” the refusal to

fight illusions with hate or resent-
ment or worry or fear,

One of the trustees of the HGSSS
said that when we first hold a Com-
mencement in Madison Sguare {ar-
den, the price of land in New York

" City will automatically begin to fall

In that simple statemeni lies the
key o our strength, Ti doesn’{ take
demagoguery to put over truth. It
takes active effort, ceriainly, and
we certainly owe endless apprecia-
tion to the Disillusionized who ars
giving so generously of their time

“and funds to the School. Bui as for-

brinking--let’s drop it!
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Memgnes of Henry George

More than forty years have passed
since I first took up the little paper-
bound edition. of “Progress and Pov-
erty.” 1 aje ore of thé veterans of
the Auti-Poverty War. T was hvmg
ih Roston When I fxrst gawe an ope*l
allegianee to the cause. Although I
had ween donverted to the theories
of “the })rophet of San TFrahciseo”
while Hving. i Dakotz, T Kad said
little aflio"t‘ﬂ; it. It ‘was't as easy to
be a “George man” in those days as
it i5 row, not evén in Boston where
radicals abotnded. I had been sév-
etal }rears in the Ea,at before my cen-
Version from a passwe disciple to an
Hetive . advocaté came about, My
chiange of attitudé was due to hear-
ing the Prophet himssif,

As this was one of his first ap-
pearances in Boston, and for the
fairthier réason that it took dlace in
5 miost historic spot, 1 faust desciibe
it in detail. Tt Was, as I remetnbeér it,
a dark rainy autumn day, and the
plage was Taneul Hall, cradle of
Hberty, and as 1 entered it, I recalied

one by one, the $plendid warrlors for

the rights of ¥nan, whose voices had
echided ¥rom ity iwalls. T thought of
Wendell Fhillips, of Ralph Waldo

Emerson, of Willlam Garrison, of

Theodore Parker and snany other
of New Lngla.nd’s militant hberty-
loving citizens.

¥From my seal in the narrow gal-
lery, I looked down on the broad
central floor of the Hall (in which
noe sests Were aliowed) paved with
ES closely ‘packed mesaic of derby

hats and rough coats of all shades :

of black and tan. It was evident even
to my inexperiénced eyés, that this
Wwas & crowd of working men, fo
whotnn the ;name of Hemry George
Wwas at onée a challenge and a hope.
Many of them Wwere Irish, for George
had- alréady Served seritence in an
English prison for speaking his nind
abotut ‘the private ownership of the
carth, @nd &1l of ws knew that who-
ever else this man might be, he 'was
ot a, ' gelfsadker, and this belief in
his smcerlty renderpd us Keenly eag-
‘er-to ses and hear him,

My brother was beside me, and to-

By HAMLIN GARLAND

We ¥epiint this article by the eminent
author, whose death oceurred last
mohith, fFom The Libertarian—"A South-
ern Magirine Upholding the Principles of
Liberty"—Novembor, 1924 '

géther we hung over the rail with
Such intensity of impatience as only
Fdwin Booth covld <all from us. I
had a dim feeling that the moment
was historic. At last, a busile at the
back of the platiofm announced the

‘coning of the spedker. A little group
. of men entered from the back and

took their seats of the platform.
Among them was a short red-bearded

man of dignified demeanor and keen

glance. The noble lines of his head
disltinguished him. With & pale face,
lips tense with emotlon he waited
through his mtroductlon He was as

" eager to speak as we were to hear

him.

At last the presiding officer fin-
ished, and the man of the hour
stepped forward and the old Cradle
of Liberty rocked with the applause
of men whoe had caught, vaguely at
least, the far-reaching importance of
this man’s presence, As we cheered,

. he began walking up and down ihe

stage, his eyes blazing with the
mounting emotion of the orator, the
line of his lips, the clench of his
hands predicting storm.

He was in the prime of his life at
this time, alert to every remotest
brain-cell, with all bis marvelous
gtore of expenence and rea.dmg and
deduction at his tongue's end. He ex-
pected -o_posiﬁon. He was used to it.
He confronted an waudience as =2
trained gladiator enters the ring,
knowing well that ruthless opponents
awaited him.

Hig first words profoundly moved
me. Coming after the applause, fol-
lowing the terise tiger-like movement
of a moment before they were sur-
prisingly calm, w<old, material and
direct. Action. ﬂad condensed into
speech,

“This man has himself in hand
after all” 1 thought. “Hig heal is
transformed idto light.” -

His words were a3 orderly as those
of & man writing with a pen., They
had premszen and grace as well as
power. He spoke as gifted men
write, With style and arrangement.
His address could have been prmted
word for word as il fell from his
lips. This self-mastery, this grace-
ful lucidity of utterance combined
with a personal presence distinctive
and dignified, reduced even his enem-
ies tO respectful silénce, As for me, I
forgot everything, forget where I
stood, in my devourmg interest,

His gestures were few and _Con-
strained, but his voick was resomaii,
penetrating, and flexible, ahd did not

- tire the ear. Iis cadences ere col-

loguial and pleasantly dramatic. He
was an orator and 4 grsat ‘orator

. though not as other men are érators.

He had neither the legal &Wwagger,
nor clerical cadence; he Wwas vivid,
individual and abové all in deadly
earnest. He was .an orator by the
splendor of his aspirations, by his
Jogical sequence and clithax, by the
purity and heat of his flaming Zeal.
I count that speech ameng the
greatest influences of fny Iife. I left
that hall a disciple.

The following night ds ke Btood
on the platform ih the Globe Theatre
facing two thousand peopls, I héard
him %o still better sdvantage, His
lecture was called  “Moses and the
Land Question” and again I ack-
nowledged the far-reach,uh power ‘of
his logic. He was miore of the
scholar than the orator in this hid-
dress, but when, occasionally, he put
down his manuscripl and addressed
i1g directly, pacing back and forth
along the footlights, I fose on 4 wave
such as no other speaker had ever
roused in me. He filled my mind
with pictiires of 4 land of peace and
plenty toward which we were march-
ing. His utterance and his manner
so impressed me I said, “Here is a
man who by all the laws of thought

and sincerity may be called a poet.”

When I. saw him next, ‘somae
months later, he stood on a platform
of Tremont - Temple facing = still
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Id.rger aupdience. Again he wag forced
to wait, while the people thundersd
applause. Again he marshalled -his
facts and his figures, and drew Lis
deductions against -our feudalistic
system of land-holding. Agsin he
pl'ed for wronged and cheated men,
and on his fine forehead came the
pitying linez of one who suffered as
Christ suffered, for those who were
hungry and oppressed, He brought a
new conception into the. hearts of
those who listened, a disgust with
things as they were, and a burning
desire for the happier order which
ke so elogquently foretold.

He finished his main address, and
nefore his voice had died away 2a
dozen men were on their feet all over
the nall, eager to confuse him before

his converts. The chairman, power--

less to manage these shrewd and
disputations opponents, shrank back
appalled, but George came to ihe
fromt of the stage, and in & voice
clear and cutiing as steel, called out
“git down., You cam’t all speak at
oncet’ And then pointing to & man
in the gallery he said, “Go ony Sir,
what iz your guestion?”

The guestion being repeated, '

George answered it in a sentence and
levelling his finger at another op-
© ponent called out, “Now your gques-
tion, Sir?” One by ohe his hecklers
fell. If a guestioner-haggled or start-
ed to argue, George stopped him.
“Your question, Siri™ If the man
could not frame hig guestion, George
did it for him and asked, “Is that
your guestion?” “Yes, that's it.”
. “Very well, the answer is this” He
was super‘bly combative, but patlent
of genuine doubt.

Later I came to know him in his
own home in New York City; a mod-
est home even to Iny inexperienced
eves, bui in it every Sunday after-
noon and evening, some of the best
known reformers of this country and
the old World assembled. No “crank”
visitor from any country in those
days teft New York without seeing
Henty George. He was one of the
city's celebrities.

Fearless as a lion -when combat-
jng in public, he was the gentlest
of men in private life. His low voice,
his cordial eyes, hiz . smiling lips
disarmed his bittersst enemies. Iie

made little of wealth or social dis- .

finetion i his cglers
nized ne lines of class or creed. In

the peaceful, homey atmosphere of -

his REast 8ide house, it was difficult

to imagine bha_t.' he had bkeen twice
thrown into prisen for his disturbing

speeches and that he could heold an

and recog-.

k%)

audience of five thousand peeple in
the clutch of his small right hand,
1t wag entirely natural ihst I, pos-
sessing his friendship, should become
each day more profoundly commit-
ted to the great reforms which he so
boldly znd unselfishly embodied.

Garland, Markham: Ave et Vale

Two outstanding figures in contemporary American litera-
ture passed o their rewards early last month within a few
days of each other after long and distinguished careers. They
were Hamlin Garland, the novelist, and Edwin Markham, the

poet.

With Herbert Quick, Brand Whitlock, Newton D. Baker,
William Lloyd Garrison the younger, William Marion Reedy,
Bliss Carman, Luke North, Fdmund Vance Cooke and others
now gone, s well as a few happily left among us, they were
part of that group of men of letters and public affairs of ihe
firgt decades of our century who fixed mew roois in our soil
for the frue humanism of the Georgist philosophy.

Carland was born on a farm in a newly-settled section of
Wisconsin 79 vears ago and was brought up in Ifowa, whither

his famity
fertile soil.

had moved seeking a friendlier and a more
He agbhandoned a land claim in the Dakota Terri-

tory to pursus the lifs of an infellectual in Boston and MNew
Vork: but the storics that he was to fell, while a nation listened
eagerly, were not of the bohemian circle of the cities—L{hey
were sagas of the folk who knew him as “A Son of the Middle
Border” when he too was ekmg an existence on the Amemca.n

frontier.

Markham, “poet laureste of labor” was born in a log cabin
in Qregon 87 vears ago and before he dabbled in poetry, be-
fore he etched the unforgettable figure of the “Man With the
Hoe,” hé had been a sheep herder, farmer, blacksmlth cowboy

and school teacher,

The world honors Garland as & story te]ler, Markham as a

ginger of folkzong,

and rightly so, for they lived in an era of

a few peers, Buf more than a storyteller, more than a singer
of songs is lost 1o us who seek the liberation of the free spirit
of man in a free bociet'y;f for in this they were our comrades,
And in this by their work, by the testlmony of their lives, they

still fight on beside us,

_ The attitude of Markham, whose baccalaureate sermon at
Stanford i 18%7 was on “The Social Conscience” and whose
‘recollections of his early privation aroused his keen interest
in social problems ¥yet did not embitter him, was typical of

both:

“T am neither an economist nor a politician. In my writings

I have only attempted to depict life as it appears to me. If
they discloze there is something wrong, that is as much as

can be expscted of them.”

To the company of the immortsls, which they will grace,
we yield our brothers; let Qarland's memeories of Henry
George, our teacher, be their epitaph among us. '

WILL LISSNER
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A Rich But Bankrupt Nation

Debt as a factor in the depres-
#ion, is the subject of an interesting
study made by the Public .Affairs
Committee of The Twentieth Cen-
tury Fund. It is poinied out that not
all debts are bad, some forming a

beneficent part in fmancmg, but
debls as a whole “can raise hob
within our economic structure. This

is pa,rtlca}arly true in a depresswn
Debts also create havoe in a boeom,”
encouraging obliga,tians that later
cannot be paid when deflation comes.

In  Debi—Goed - or Btazd‘? Py
Maxwéll - 8. Stewart, we Iearn:
7“When we count up the fotal of all
our debts we find that they come
to the luge figure of two hundred
and :flfty billion dollars. Our tota,l
national wealth before the depres-
sion was only three hundred and
sixty billion dollars. When we com-
pare these figures, rea_hnng that our
nationzl wealth fell sharply during
the depression, it is -easy'tc con-
clude the burden of debt is top great
to be borne by the property on which
it is based. This, however, is being
a little too hasty. Much of the ‘prop-
erty’ on which debts are secured is
itself debt,”

‘What a man owns depends upon
how clear his property is. Some who
live in mansions may own less real
estate than others - in  humbler
homes, depending on the debt. Trav-
elers crossing America for the first
time are impressed with the rich-
ness of the countiry, its fertile soii,
livestock, timber, mines, water-pow-
er, oil, railroads, its cities that
scrape the sky.. It is an exceedingly
rich country sparsely settled “com-
paratively. There is enough here for
all, and to spare. But just how much
of this the population owns raises
a vital question,

The proportion of the citizens who
possess physical America is sinall,
and the extent of clear ownér.ship
even smaller, Much of it is mort-
gaged to the future, to many who
will have had no part in creating
what will' come to them, Much is

By W. D, HOFFMAN

morigaged against the future, so
that children unporn will have to

work to pay off debt in the creating?

of which they had no voice.

All America is divided into three
parts—the physical continent, man-
made wealth, and people. Close ex-
ammatmn wﬂl show that most bad
debts anse from’ overcapltahzatmn
of the first named.

It was Pregident Roosevell who
made the defense of dehi, govern-
mental in partigular, on the ground
that what is owed is domestic, owed
{0 Amerieans as well as by ihem.
This is ithe ablest defense of debt
that can be made. Because debts are

offset by credits it assumes we are

no worse off for debt, sinee one
man's loss is merely some other
man's gain, Losses by debt are thus
neutralized by the gains. This allur-
ing pmture leaves out of considera-
tion the ldentxw'bf the borrowers
and the gollectors, The collectors
are not the masses. They are, in the
main, the already rich. In times of
stress the moncy—lender is always
the one in a secure economic posi-
tion. The average man and the poor
are the chief borrowers. Thus debts
make for «rowing wealth concen-
tration in the hands of the few,
Each sugceeding depressmn for-

“wards tlrus process of making the

rich rlcher and the poor : poorer.
Bormwmg is costly, especially in
hard times, when excessive interest

“can he exacted ‘through necessity,

Thuts debts are not offset by
eguitable. llquldatlpn for iwo reasons:
1. "I-’-h.e_y siphon the wealth off into
the hands of -the few. 2. They are
instruments of extortion through
spurious inferest.

"Study of the income tax statis-
tms,” says the Public Affairs Com-
mitiee, “suggests that most of the
debts to individuals are owed to a
relatively s;ma_ll number of well-to-do
persons.” ‘

The hillions poured out by the
government to rescue hanks, rail-
roads, building and loanm companies,
mortgage holders and agricuitural

interzsts have only posiponed the
evil day of final settlement, Egually
involved are mortgaged farmers and
‘home owners. The latter, according
to the Public Affairs Committee,
“are by no means out of the woods
vet. Whe céembination of low rents,
high taxes and high repair costs
leave them in a precarious situation
al the present time . . . Removal of
the moratorium laws might produce
a new crisis.”

‘With the nation in debf up fo its
ears, private and public debt at new
highs, the conclusion is forced that
our securlty is fhreatened more from
within than without, Debt is only a
symptom of what has been going on,

a regult and not a cause. Crowing

r

wealth concentratmn has left the
masses more and more impoverished,
increased unemployment, reduced
pu‘rchasing power and placed the
nation on an economy of scarcity

and decreading prodtic:tion. If there.

was ever a time in our history when
productlon should be encouraged and
the nation’s wealth 1ncreased, it is
NOW.

Debts . spring normally from the
need for goods or capltal hefore they
can be pa.ld for. Tn a monopoly-free
society the meed for creating debis
for such purposes would fall to a
minimum. because both goods and
capital could be had more readily
by exchange of wealth which all
whe . work could p-foduce Debts
spring a‘zmormally {as now) from
the speculative excesscs and over-
capltahza.tlon of 1a:nd and from dis-
iress Dborrowing due to econozmc
paralysis. Such debts are a barome-
ter of {he unbalance belween human
need and abihty to buy Abundant,
W1despread productmn is fhe only
final golution, and that cannot come
until the people are able to huy the

. product. They must do this buying,

not w1fth il;r_my money, .
weaith, of their own creating. Buy-
ing is actually only an exchange.
But before the masses can produce
the wealth (their only real purchas-
ing power), they must have acuess

out  with
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to s sonrcis-natural rusources nod
jocked up and heid ither eompletely
out of pse or at an extortionate
yrice in the form of rent

Is the nation ‘oa.nkmpt" No. The
miilions may he bankrupt and im-
poverished, but vast wealth remains
—and vast resources. Man power and
the raw materials of wealth can be
wedded at any time our intelfligence

riges to the task, As for the govern--

" mains potentially

ment 1tself it can always reudiate.
It rétains ihe taxing power to iake
what it needs. In an emergency such
as wayr it would probably do both.
Tn spite of bits of paper that render
the economiec structure insolvent in
a bookkeeping sense, the nalion re-
rich. I.ntellio'ent
stategmanship, without waiting for
War, could solve the pro%)lem now.
Debt would bhecomz negligible in

Impoverishing Our Friend, The Farmer

By HARRY GUNNISON BROWN

~ The New Deal has carvied further
than it hiis ever bdeén carried Defore

_in this Gountry, the prlnciple of tak-
ing fron one ‘elass to give to dn-
‘other and then faking from the
Fecond ¢iass to give to the first. Ote
of 1hé interesting ekamples i§ e
efforl to benefit farmers ab the ok-
penge of Wage edtnets, thiotugh mak-
ing farm products More seatce aid
pxpensive; accompanied By ihe ef-
fort te raisc wages forcibly through
the wage-hour law.

The wage-hour law is ol Ihterded
to apply o farm fabor, The fawm-
ers have many votes, They are prefty
wall organized, They nave an sifec-
tive lobby. And sb it vras 16 be ex-
pected that farm tabot would g
as it lsﬁspemﬁra}}y exempted Troin
the wags-Hour provisions. A farmer
caa, so far as the new law is con-
gerned, hire men for as little &s one
cent a day and work -them for @s
long as twentyafour hours -a day:
This,
done, but legal prohlbltmn is not the
Fedgon it can't be.

However, the véquitement of forty
cents an hour in mining, manafac-
taring, ete. (for ihe present fwenty-
five cents minimum rides automati-
cally within a few years to forly

cents) must tend, unless offset by

inflation or by inereased productivity
of labor, to decresse employment in
the lines where it is enforced, There-
by the law will tend tb festrict out-
put and raisz the prices of the prod-
uébe of these indd:itlies, o the njury
of the Farmers %ho must iy such
products.

of course, cannot actually he”

Put soms of the Iarmers may be
injured in ahothet way. True, the
wWigh wages required in' manufactur-
ing and wmining, By Tobting soie
workers out of ikese lhes and into
agricilture, may make even Ilower
than before the Wwages at which the
owners of large  planiations and
farms can secure hived hands for
their work. And es;.ccially is this the
¢age since limitation of putput in

_goveral lines of ageiculfural produg-
tion, under the Agricultural Adjust-

fiverit Aet, decreases markedly the
upportumues for jons in thege limif-
od lines, and S0 cornpels wolild-be
agticultural workers lu hid aga.mst
tach other for jobs evenr more dés-
perdtély than Under nodmal cireufi-
stances. In so fdr as more Tauor is
thus taade avaiiable, al lower wages,
for the lines of agriculiure hot bung
restrictéd ih output sach as the Pro-
duction of sugir, canbages, radishes,
¢arrots, peas, heans, onioms, felery,
cucumbers, - citrus fruits and other
Fraits, theré tends 1o bhe a clear and
net logs to many Small farmers. The
résuliing crowdmg into these lines of
mien ‘who cahhot get Work in other
lifes st operaip in the direction

of mcreusmg‘ agricultural products

of these kinds and of lewering the

prices of such products, And the re-
duction of Wwages which must be pald
to agricultural labor, is certalnly no
advantage £6 small farmers Who hire

no labor but who work their farms
alofie or with ihe aid of their SONS.

The lower prices of thé produce they

sell can do nothmfr far guch farmers
excepl te rodoce their incomes.

a7

an economy in which wealth was
freely obtaihable by working {6F it.
Debt becomes acute when business
and labor are constanily driven fo-
ward bankruptcy by the all-the-traf-
hc-willshear charge for access fo
physical America. The first step
calls for a reversal of govermmental
pohcy that permits the withholding
of natural resources from pruduc-
tive uses.

O, will we avoid thig imfortiunate
conbequence fo small farmers, by
permanently support_mg in idlenéss
or in relatively wuséless work, the
(pogsibly) millions of unemploved
whote jobs Wwe take away from theém
through our 'wagehour laws and our
agrionltural “relief” acts? And who
will do this supporting?

[ )
Hair Splitting

Land:—The material universe out-
gide of man and his powers.

Labor:—Man's ‘exertions
production of wealth.

‘Wealth:—Produted by the appli-
cation of labor to land.

:Qiiesic_ion —~If & womah cuts Her
owh niir and ¥ells it, is it wealth?

- @

Unbrteakable Law

Who can doubt that there are
natural laws in the social aund ece-
nomie as well as in the physical
worlds and that these cannol be
overridden without courting disas-
ter? The law of supply ard demand,
for example, cannot be thwarted by
governmental priee-fixing or even
hy experiments with the curreney,
Those who bite on that rock are
sure to break -their teeth. Just as
incontrovertible is the axiomatic
sruth that men live in this world
only by exchanging their labor, or
the fruits of it, for the labor and the
products of other ‘mem.

Wigdom in government, I submlt
congists in discovering these natural
laws and following them—mnot in de-
vising hasty ekpedients whereby they
may be circurivented.—

JOUN W,

in - the

DAVIS




SIDNEY J, ABELSON _

I am hecoming hored, but not dis-
- mayed, by the necessity of reiterat-
ing an inordinate number of times
certain economic fundamentals. Thus,
when an author asserts that “here-
ditary transmission of wealth in-
flicts more injustices upon the com-
munity than inequaiity of opportun-
ity,” I am moved to say, “All right,
let’s start all over again: Where
does production begin?™

The quotation is. from QGustavus
Myers' The Ending of Hereditary
Amrerican  Fortumes, {(Julian Megss-
ner, Inc. $3.50} a book which is well
worth reading for the material it

. provides in substantiation of those
evils which flow from great and un-
fairly gained fortunes., As a review
of these evils and of the ‘efforts
made to combat them through in-
beritznce taxation, this volume is

" excellent. PBut it should be read
with a critical eye.

Tt ig the unfortunate tendency of
all books which focus .attack on one
phase of economic evil to make it
appear that that phase is the colos-
sus of them all, and to rectify it
would be to bring harmony into the
social order. The interrelationship
of one evil with ancther iz insuffi-
ciently stressed; while, at the same
time, the basic evil is overlooked
altogether,

It might seem to one unacquainted
with economic fundamentals that Mr.
Myers’ impressive catalogue of heve-
ditary fortunes furniskes a clue fo
golution of the problem of poverty:
and hence it becomes necessary to
point- out that if all the wealth of
all the millionaires were confiscated
at their demise the aggregate ac-
cumulation would make not so much
as a dent in the obstinate problem
before us: men live, not by the sym-

- bols of wealth as recorded by audi-
tors and Treasury Departments, but
by the production of wealth—and
production begins on the land and
not in legislative halls.

* L 2 *

Norman Thoinas is, to the hest of

my knowledge, a man of deep sin-
gerity and earnest devotion to the
cause of social betterment. Yet like
the rest of us, he apparently enjoys
his little joke once in & while,
though one would hardly expect him
te he jocular shout so serious a
question ag war. It is a grim sort
of joke he tells, too, perhaps uncon-
sciously, but joke it is nevertheless.

In an introduction to.his Heep
America, Qut of War: A Program
{Stokes, $L.50), written in collabora-
tion with Bertram D. Wolfe, the au-
thorg write: “The Governing Com-
mitiee of the Keep America Out of

- War Congress includes men of every

religious faith, Catholics, Protestants
and Jews; mzn of every political
tendericy (exeept Stalinist and Trot-
skyist Commuaists and Nazi Bond-
ists); men, in shori, of every creed,
color, condition and philosophy of
life. Yet we have all found it pos-
gible to work together in this com-
mon cause.” (Emphasis mine—8, J.
A}

This, I subiuit, is gretesque and
macabre humor, Mr. Thomas glories
in the fact thal peace loving people
have handed itngether io promote
peace, cer'tainly a worthy enough
cause in itself; but he fails to ex-
plain how in the name of logic peace
can be obtained through negotiation
if those who are resolved on making
war are not inciuded in the negotia~
tions. Precisely those elements
pledged in word and deed to obtain

-their demands by might are the ones

excluded from the Conference. Even
peace societies canmot induee -foot-
pads, thugs, burglars and cheats fo
git down to counsel with their vie-
tims.

Now all—and more—of what Mes-
srs, Thomas and Wolfe have to
say about the bloodstained history
of The British Empire is frue, yet
this history does not explain the
facts of the present situation. Eng-
fand, it will be recalled hy those
whogse memories are not too short,
was zealous in the desire to seitle
international problems by negotia-
tion, as witness the Munich Pact,
a deal generally considered shame-
ful, not because England refused 1o
negoitate bui because she did ne-
gotiate in order to avoid war.

As far as American sentiment

‘gtriggle if that choice Wy
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goes, it i3 overwhelmingly against
war, and this preponderance would
be sufficient fo keep us oul of the
tert en-
tirely to our desires. But on ihe in-
ternational scene there is ne such
guarantee, - ' :

It would be enlightening 1o have

.the authors of Keep Americe Oufb of
. War explain the connecting logic

of these three passages: They en~

"dorse the proposition that “we move

toward & planned collective cconomy
with ag little violence and as much
democracy as the circumsiances per-

_mit.”" Later on they write: “We for-

get that means and end are inextric-
sbly one; that the road followed is
determined not solely by ihe goal
announced, but by the actual steps
taken in the effort to reuch .that
goal; that the means chosen tend in
large measure to determin: what end
will aetually be achieved,” znd then
that “the Russian Revelution must
have taught all those who are cap-
able of learniny at all thal & social-
it society is mconcebvable without

freedom and democracy, which are
ntegral o the socialisd goall”’
How much’ is “as little viclence

and ag much democracy ss ihe cir-
cumstances permit”? Obviousty, on-
1y as much &s is exigenily permis-.
sible, and *quick transitions” being
what they are, this is not ikely to
be a full measure. But if mesans and
end are “inextricably one” it would
seem that. by the authors’ cwn logic
the. socialist goal embodying free-
dom and democracy is dovmed to
failure, for the zneans which condi-
tion the end are, in their own words,
to be limited by what the “circum-
stances permit,” '
RN

Marxism: An Autopsy—By Henry Bam-
ford Parkes. Houghton Mifflin Co., Bos-
ton. §3.00,

The persistent acceptance of-a my-
thology long after its fallacies have
been exposed, constitules the most
difficult obstacle to any movement
for genuinely desirable and basic
social change. Decade after decade,
the thrice slain must be slain agajn,

Dr, Parkes in dissecting the body
of Marxzian dogma, follows in the -
footsteps of Boehm-Bawerk, Max
Hirsch, Ludwig von Mises, et al, and
performs for ug this oft-repeated but
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tial service. Clearly, simply, ef-
foctiveiy, his esccurate scalpel lifts
the regy-looking skin of the collec-
tivist robot and lays bare the decay
and death within, Hecent happenings
in the would of political events should
convinee the pinkish intellectuals, to
“whom this work is evidently ad-
dressed, that the beautiful and Iife-
like figure they have heen flirting
with ig really the corpse upon which
Dr. Parkes has performed an excel-
" lent autopsy.

This book is additional evidence of
a deepening conviction thafi a socie-
ty of free men requires for its foun-
dation that perfect democratic in-
stitution, the genuinely free market.
. Parles, to his eredit, is wholly
concerned with achieving and then
mainiaining . it, ‘and in his quest for
the appropriate means stumbles on
important Eruths,

“meanwhile, taxation of land
values should similarly destroy any
kind of unearned increment accruing
te owners of real estate. Rent dif-
ferentials represent a genuine eco-
nomic cost; to erect a building in the
middle of a ecity ought, on sconomic

grounds, 1o eost more than to erect.

one on the outskirtz; but it does not
follow that this cost should become
a profit for private owners Instead
of for the community as a whole.”
(IZruphasts mine.)

1£ iz the word “similarly” in the
i sing guotation ‘which indicates
that, despite the conclusive “eoup de
grace” Dr. Parkes has administered
io the collectivists, and his recogni-
ticn of the unearned nature of land
rents, he is still only stumbling.

- Our anthor adopts the thesis of
Jonn Maynard Keynes that depres-
gions are Jdue io excess of savings
over invesimenls. This results in a
fall in the general price-level, with
ihe consequencs ihat in the monopo-
lized] sectors of our economy, prices,
instead of fafling as they do in the
other sectors, are maintained at a
high level beca the monopolists
are able ite curtail production, Un-
smployment follows, demand shrinks,

there s
tive prices and a turiher restriction
of producticn by ibe monopolists;
and then we find ourselves right in
e aniddls of o depresgion.  Dr

further decline in competi-

Parkes proposes to prevent these re-
curringly destructive phenomena by
guaranteeing to -every workerm
through legislation, a property right
in his job. (This of course dossn't
tell us how to get our present un-
employed back to work.)

If the first obligation of the cor-

porate directors is t¢ maintain full

employment, even ai the expense of
profits, obviously the men employed
will continue to turn out at least
the usual quantity ©f goods and ser-
vices; despite the fal! in the price
level. With production thus uncur-
tailed, there can be no disproportion
between prices in differeni sectors
of the economy (save as these dif-
ferences reflect legitimate variafions
in the intensity of consumer de-
mand), and hence, reclative prices
will actually be the same, and real
wages and incomsas remain  un-
changed. The social appropriation
of economic rent thus serves merely
10 destroy unearned incoimes even in
times of full employment, and iis
real significance is entirely over-
Tooked.

Dr. Parkes is vaguely aware that
excess savings, if they really occur,
are the result of excessive specula-
tion in securities based largely on
monopoly privileges and land values,
bul he secems unaware that the col-
lection of economic rent, by making
such speculation unprofitable, would
also make excess savings impossible.
Admitting however, for the sake of
argument, that excess savings are
the cause of depressions, it can still
be demonsirated that the full taxa-
tion of land values, the abolition of
tariffs, and the elimination of patent
monopolies, would achieve the re-
sults desired by Dr. Parkes without
cr-e_é.ting property rights in jobs. For
these measures would restore per-
fect halance to the market economy
by preventing unjustified dispropor-
tions between prices, destroying all
unearned incomes, providing genuine
equality of opportunity, assuring
utilization of mnatural resources at
their point of highes{ productivity,
and mainiaining full employment by
the mere fact thalt competition

_among workers for jobs would be
_replaced by competition among em-

ployers for workers. :
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The fall in the general price-level,
heretofore so mournfully anticipated
as inevitable in its evil conseguences,
would become a phenomenon without
significance, -save perhaps in cer-
tain debtor-creditor relationships.
But what is most important, employ-
ers would still be free to choose and
dismniss their employees without re-
course lo a governmental arbitra-
tion bhoard, the mechanism proposed

by Dr. Parkes, This mechanism is

fraught with all the possibilities of
bureaucracy and tyranny that Dr.
Parkes so clearly realizes are the re-
sult of governmental - interference
with the automatic functioning .of
the free market, And the raising of
the margin of production, would, all
possibilities of wage-work bheing
barred, enakle any worker fo live
decently through self-employment.

Marxism: An Awgtepsy is indis-

pensable io all who believe in a free
society. It provides a magnificent
arsenal for the destruction of the
ideology of collectivism. The Marx-
ist conceptions of history, econcm-

- ics, philosophy, and cultural evolu-
" tion are subjected to a deadly at-

tack that results in their utter an-
nihilation. Perhaps, uliimately, Dr.
Parkes will repudiate his own neces-
sarily bureaucratic remedy and will
realize that the adoption of the
Ceorgist measures must result in a
freely cooperative society in which
the labor, the contrel, and the own-

ership of industry will cease to be.

divorced,
M. J. BERNSTEIN

-
Books Beceived

What Will Social SBecurity DMeoan o,

You? By Bion H. Francis. American In-
stitute for Hconomic Research. $1.00.
An interpretation and clarification of
The Social Security Act.
k3 £ =

State Supervision o6f Local Budgeting.
By Wylie Kilpatrick, National Munieipal
League, §1.00. '

An exposition of the case for state con-
trol of mumicipal finance.

# & =

The Teonomie Geography of Barbados,
By Otis P. Starkey. Columbia University
Press. $3.00.

A study of the relationships between
environmental vdriations and economic
Gevelopment based on data of the island
of Barbadns.




New Westiminster
Still Struggling

The €ounéil in Néw Westminster is
wrestlibg with the assessmeht for this
year. They need . more money and there
s always g dafger. of reverting to the
taxation of improvements, but some of
the Cou;'lcilmeli have promised that they
won't do- So without faking a plebisciie
on the question,

I think that the people would vote
against that, as every plebiscite taken in
Bmtlsh_ Columibia in the past ‘his gone
that way by largsé majorities. So they
are desperately tryiag to ineresse the
aszessment om Land Values, The new

. dfsesament is now 76 mills on the dellar

and Teoks very high; but it they would
agsess on the gross value instead of the
selling ~value. more revenue would be
obtained at a loiwer inill rate. .

'I‘hey char'de very high proflts on city«
owned wafer and lLight and this, they
admit, is frankly taxation.

I am confident that if we had direct
legislation 'we could carry forward the
prinéiple, but as things are now, our
side iz diseowragéd aid ihert, whils the
land boosters are wide awake and guite
unserupulous.

The Liberal Party promtsed us a di-
rect legislation ldW long &go, but when
they brought it down the initiative pet:-
tiori required the sighatures of 25 per
cent of the voters. This made it inopera-
tive.—Alexander Hamilton, Victoria, B.

Ne Step-by-Stepper

In Britain the hopeless confusion of
thought causéd by the befuddling “Texa~
tion of Land@ Values' approach to that
problem of problems-the equitable dis-
tribution of wealth—has “for ‘50 years
vizited a dzsa.strou‘s and uaralyzlnf' hand;-
eap upoir all ‘efforts to, secure econoinie
justice in sodial Felations. Let us on this
Contingnt get this now . Wwell-proven fact
straight. snd cléar in our heads: taxation
of land values,” value basis, leads  away
from and not toward: the resioration of
rept to its ereators, the general public.

What sense iz there for us here in
América to contibue the ostrich-trick,
when the bitter, fruitless "and heart-
bréaking experierceé of Ausirdlia, of
Britain, of South Affica axd of Canada
over a long half-century shows well the
utter futility - of the fiddling “itax’ ap-
prasch to this clear-cut ahd now critical
question in social eguity?

Can we not =ee that to propose to
“lax” land value makes .us al once ae-

ssgories. 16 the vent yobbéry, because

’ 1t places us in the position of. adinitiing

that the Ilapdlerd “owns” that- value—
and- places ws in the mpossxiale and in-
vidious pogition of compounding a fel-
ony? . .. '

The way in which the bedeviling step-
by-step idea has, as it were, “tied a tin
can' to the chance of progress toward
rent-restoration in Canada, has never
been written up, but the débacle in Aus-
tralia has been well-described by Mr,
¥, T, Hodgkiss of Melbourne, in his
lucid pamphiét: “The Example of Aus-
fralia,” 3¥lis imchallenged porirayal of
the chaos now cbtaining *“‘dowa under,”
makes clear how utterly fallaciows is the
mare’s nest of part1a1 taxation, based on
capltal valu¢. He sees @ bare ehance of
success for the partial tax plan if based
on full annual rent value, bui éven here
he feels that “the juggling, devious de-
vices of politiciaps” wonuld be so sure to
wrack the scheme that he finally comes
oit for “the definite, direct plan of col-
leécting all the gioind-rent at one siroke
—with the coincident aholitign of ail
tgxation,”—F. B, Dicksen, Ottawa, Ont.

Iustructs Ye Editor

The Editor of a prominent weekly
writes: “The ° CGeorgean view iz top
simple to convince those who are im-
merged in the ¢ormplexities of écondmy.”
I wrote him: I think the reason is
that George deals with political econ-
omy, the pmductlon and distribution of
wealth, whereas the thought of thoqe
1mmer%ed in the complexities of eco-
nomicés is jumbleéd with the fechinicalities
of business and eéxchange. TFhis con-
fusion is the more ligble because both
sciences uge the same terms for giffer
ent things. ... .

“The Edifor also says, ‘Exploitation iz
not based exclusively in the ownérship
of land’ Yes, government shares in the
exploitation by granting special prive
ileges, not only by legatizing the ex-
ploitation of land bat in othier ways,
The only cure is to untax lebor and net
to let people own land, with the priv-
ilege of extracting wages from labor in
the farm of rent, but fo eceuny land and
PRY the commumty for that privilege
according to- thé land vaiue, a tirue
equalization fes.. . ."”

The Editor replied that my letter had
heen profitably discussed in hiz office.
—br, Boyal E. 8. Hayes, Waterhiiry,
Conn. -

Tres Charmant ,
Congratulations on the November ntm-

ber of The Freeman, Yés—November;

the mails are slow nowadays-and it is
the last I have received., I like very
much John €, Lincoln's “This is our
Job.” Please offér him my compliments.
—~Charles B, Going, Cagsis, Frarncs

Explain, Mr. Hoover

Sincé Herhert Hoover suggested in a
breadeast that the great frontiets of
science gave ample proniisé ‘of employ-
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nent to the youth of the present ages,
would he be good enpugh o explain:

1. 'How scieitific resesfell may be cap
ried out without lanoraiories and 2quip-
ment?

-2, Where lnboratories may be s:tuated_,
except on land?

3. Where materials for equipment and
buildings come from?

4, Just how and where land (for build-
irigr sites, exchange cehtres, or the ex-
traction of raw inaterials) is to he had
except from ihose wwho hive menonolized
it, at whatever tiibute they de amand?

5. Should God in His grout woodness
cause it to rain ready-mads shelter and
clothing and foed, or resdy-moade tul.
tion fess and college laboratoriss, who
besgide the la.ndowners would reap the
beneﬁt"-&sthe! Lyman Stanoard, Hart-
ford, Conn.

-How Do You Vm:»e"

Tni sach issue of Fhe ¥reeman there are
shorﬁ; articles—nolably among the “Fiee-
man Views the News” which eould he
reprinted as stuffers. I rarsly send z
letter without encloging a stuffer, znd I
aim finding good onas scarce: Thaeré fmust
be hundreds of Georgists who follow this
m«thod of advertisiig the philosophy.

It might be well to ask readers of
The ¥r reeman to vote for a reprint of
ohe article or editorial in eash issue
which they would like to have reprinted
ag a leaflat. Maybe it would be move ef-
fective, for several reasoms, if re saders
v.rould ask theu‘ non-Georglst Inends to
help make the selectlop, s0 that veu -
could get the réaction of the wiHnitiated
td the article or editorials,

Thé cost of repririting, since you have
the type, would be so smali that anybody
would be Wllhl’lg to. huy twenty five or
flfty repmnts each month—H, W. Noren,
Plf{tsburgh

The Freeman

A WMovithly Critieal Itmma! of Saclal and Economic Affairs

Fditor- Frank Chodorov
"Associnte Editers:

Sidney J. Abelson. John Lawrence Monrne
R J. Manfnm Hartry Guanigon Erown
Téssie Tredway - Matteson Sandy Wise
A. C.. Matteson,, Jr. C. 0. Steele
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“The Fresman does not necessarily .en-

dorge -opinions expressed ip sigmed or
initialed contributions .or  statements in
news reports, assurfng thé widest free-
dorn of expression to its wrilers.. Con-
iributions consistént with. the policy of
The Freemsn arg welcomed,; no payment
js made, for the editors and w "iterg
contribute their servieds as a living em-
déwment to the cause for which The
Triéman stands.
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$7000 the Goal; $2500 In; $2106 to Go.
It All Adds Up to Space for Students

“Upon my retirement my income was
considerably reduced. Mis. FL. is-mow in
the hospltal. Buf Mr. Néilson's splendid
offer must not go unehaile;wed Ho, here's
the pénsioner’s mite; $5.7° <. . H.

“Fnelosed find a dollar bill, Sorry it
iz noi rhore;, I have had a great deal of
sicknéss :i_nd my future income is very

-uneerfain.” G. M. B,

“I am i my 75th year; have been out
of work since 1932, and have keépit off
relief by practicing great economy. I am
encioging one doflar.” J. % G.

“Enclosed fing $1.00, I dm employed
on W. T, A” M 7

“pgt me down for $15; My reduced in-
come calls for cars in spending. The en-
elosdd $5 i from a frignd who doesm’t
want her name mentioned. ¢ H. L.

The relifious =zeal that motivateg--dnd
had for & hulf t
followers of Meriry Geodrge springs from
more than zn undeérstinding of hiz eco-
nomic {iicories. It stéms from that innate
sense of justic: which is thé common
heritage of mankind. The sacrifices that
have kept the movement alive, that are
making possible its re-vitalization through
the School, are the human morument dedi-
cated to the ideal George taught.

Above aré a few excerpty fromi letters
aceompanying pledges and contributions
to ihe “Building Complétion Fund.' An
appedl was msiléd to seme fivé hundred
Gedrgists, up to the time this issue went
to prass. The appeal Iétter explains that
Mr. Brancis Neilsan has offeéred to pay
one-ihird the seven thousand dollar ex-
pense of completing the two uppei floors
of ihe school buildiig, provided the
bulance I3 reised from  popular sub-

seription, At this writing, approximately

. respondence Course ”

2500 has been pdid in or plédged. So,
to meet Mr. Ne1lsons offar, about 52100
is needed,

Coantributicns or pledges must be in
by July 4. The héartfelt response. to ihe
appeal warrants the trasteds in going
ahead with their plans, The blueprints,
prepared by Architect Bob Chenanie as
a contribution, have beén approved by
the city authorities. Work has started.
The contractor has agreed to accept par-
tial payments over ah exteénded pericd.

The fifth floor will have a 250-gest
auditoritim  whare populir lectures will
be given; the execulive offices will also
he located on this floor. The fiext thrée
floors will contain toenty clags rooms,
with mearly five hundréd séafs. ‘'The
strest floor wilt have a registration of-

fice, a socio-scomamic Iibraty, the Stu-

dents’ Room and coifés shop, and the
office and hook-store of the Robert
Sehiglkénbach Foundaiinn,

Ideal maximum ensollment willk be 5.-
060 students a term.,  The frugtees are
planning on 3,000 students in Septémber,
and a fotdl of 7500 for ihé corhihg Scliool
year, Of course, the Extension dnd Cor-
work will be con-
tinued, #lthough expansion of the de-
pariments must await increased funds,
Trastee Otto K, Dorn is supervising the
conutruetmn work,

The trustees appreciste the expressions
of good will that have accompanied corn-
tributions and pledges. The director and
his staff are spurred on to greater ef-
forts by thé continuirg testimony that
“The truth I have tried.to make clear
... will find friends—those who will
toil for it; suffer for it: if neéd bhe, die
for it.”” o

Chicago Students Take Hold
fACGO, Il—Forty student repre-
siatives of the winter terin - of the Chi-
cago Hxtension of ihe JIGSSS met Sat-
urday aiternocn, March 3 at the .School
head to consult on pléns for the
; ni dpd for the spring classes.
) 411\3)% the School. to meet the ex-
pengas of the next ferm, J, P. Buene-
mun, a student in the Rogers Park élass,
moved that each represcntative - discuss
the n of 1he School with his fallow
shizisnts al the ninik lsssdn and agk that
those who are able join in contrivuting
at the tenth lesson, . The motion was
upunimously sdopted,  Centribution. cards
were taken by the represéentatives for
diziribnfion in their classes.
The ameunt of the class coniributions
will be reporied st the commencement,
to. Be held !n the West Exhibit Rooin of

the La. Salle IHotel, Thursday, April 4,

at 8 p. m. FEdiward J. Sparhng, presﬂent
of the Y. M. C. A. College, wili be the
guest speaker. Mulcolm Frankhn instrue-
tor of the HGSSS, Wﬂl be chairman '

New Jersey Speakers Burean
K, F. Howell, Secretary of the New

Jersey Speakers Bureau, reports the first

month’s detivities, Tliese engagements

were filled:

¥ebh. 15—Lancaster M. Greene at Amer.
Businessmen’s Club, Elizabeth, on ‘"Eco-
nomic Causes of War.”

Feh, 26—william Is Hall at K. of P.
Rathbone Lodge, Newsark, on “'Causes
of Depreésion.”

Mar, 5—Mitcheil 8. Lawic at Grove Re—
forthed Chureh, North Bergen, on “'De-
pression—Its Cause and Cure.”’

Mar., 10—William L. Hall at Firgt Pres-
byterian €hureh, Elizabeth, on “Causes
of Depression.”’ .
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Mar. 14—M. J. Susskind at Young Re-
publicar Cltub,  RBloomfisld, on “Eco-
nomics and Politics.”

Mar. 14—Ahraham M. Goldfinger at Am
erican Jewigh Youth, Newark, on ‘Anm-
ericanism.””

Mar. 28— William L. Hall at South Pail
Chufch, Newark, on “Tav;atmn—-—iust or
Unjust,”

The Unasked Question

CHICACGO, Ill.—Mrs, Thomas J. Keefe,
HGSS8 graduate, sent the following tele-
gram to the Town Meetmv of the Air
tor its program on ‘““What Shall We Do
With The Joads?” on Thiirsddy, March 7:

Without - fuFthef ovérburdening fdx
payers hHow rehsbilitate JYoiads unléss
governmient take anéarnéd inerement of
Iaiid for the whals people wlhis éréate
it as Henry George proposed? '

Mre, Mavian 8. Ciariér, dirgctor of the
Radie Foram Division, replied: ““We are
gorry that we were not able to mclwde
your question in the program, We ro-
eeived over 50 telégrdms during the
hroadcast that évening and felt that it
would be beiter not to inject the Henry
George theory into the discussion unless
the guestion came from the floor, since
it iz a question which requires an entire
meeting in itself.”

Members of the Henry George Wo-
man’s Club are writing the Town Meet-
ing of the Air that now is the time for
such & meeting.

Progressive Boston

BOSTON, WMass.—During the week of

of April 1, eleven tew classes will be
opened, according to Harold JT. Power;
in charge of publicity for this extension.
Newspaper steries dnd display posters
are being relied upon for enrollmerits:

Through the efforts of Miss Worrell:

a clage for buSiness executives was or-
pganized this Spring. It meets every Fri-
day noon at the Chamber of Comnmerce,
and’ is -conduacted by John 8. Codmai.
The ingugural sesiion was addressed by
Henry P. Long, Tax Commissioner Ffor
the Commonwsalth . of  Magsdchusetts;
whaese praise of Henry George and the
work being done by the Schiool was #ig-
nifieant,

Commencement exercises for the Win-
ter clagses will be held on March 29; the
principal speaker will be Franels G.
Goodale.

Advanced Work in Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES, Calif—Harry H. Feér-
rell, éxiension secretary, reports the
openinig of 4 “Sci¢nce of Political Beon-
omy'” class on April 1. During the month
a pew class in Fundamenial Ecornorics,
as well as one on International Trade;
will be organized.




530, ‘Calif.—A new class has
beey grganized this mopth, according to
Girant M, Webster, extension ~sccretary.
The new class comprises 20 students and
an advanced class iz being. planned - for
May. . . -

Paoli i : .
PAOLI, Pa.—Charles B. Scheerbaum,

opened’ hiz first’ class in “Progress and .

Poverty’”’ with six studenis on March
28th, at the home of Miss Frances Wil-
son,

Soffern :

SUFFERN, N, ¥.—The class in funda-
mental economics, now being conducted
by Walter Fairchild at the School of
Living, is progressing .admirably. This
class, & large and enthusiastic one, was

‘visited recemtly by Bdward Bell, who

may be sought for a ceniinuation elass

in the spring, according to Mildred Jen- .

sen, acting as Extension secretary.

St. Louis Comamencement
ST. LOUI8, Mo.—Graduation exercis-
es for the St Louis Extension of ths

HGESS were held March 16 in the Iotel |

Melbourne, Prof. Harry Guanison Brown,
of the economics department of the Uni-
wversity of: Misscuri and well-known text
book. autlor, spoke on “Regimentation
and Free Industry.” John Lawrence

Monroe, field secretary of the HGSSS, .

a.}so spoke oa “Our School—its Mission.”’

Window Display Pulls

NEW YORK—An iliusirative- and de-

scriptive window display, the work of in- =

structors Archie Matteson and Herbert
von Henningsen, brings many passers-by
into the School, A mimber of these in-
guirers earoll in the course. ©Others buy
books.

“The Free Peopie”
JOHANNESHBURG, So. Africa—Despite
wars and censorghips, The Freeman ver
ceives regularly copies of The FKree
People, the official organ of fhe Farm-
ers’ and Workers’ Party of South Africa.
This smart litile sheet is devoted to in-
terpreting news in the light of Georgist
principles: editorially it advocates the
appropriation: of the full remt of Iland.

damaica Forum

JAMAICA, L. I.—A series of 15 Tues-
day Night Forums, free to the public,
has been instituted at the Jamaica ¥. M.
C. A., 83-26 Parsons Boulevard, in order
to conduct a swrvey of current economie
issues. :

dohn M. Redmond
CEDAR RAPIDS, Jowa—John M. Red-
mond died here last month and with his

passing another follower of Henry George .
cis lost, Mr., Redmond was a. prominent

lawyer who, early in the cenlury, was
twics oomgor of Cddar Hapids. -

Speakers Burean Beports
Miss Dorothy Zars, Seerstary of Speak-

ers Burean, reports the fovilowing engage-

menis:

March 3--Frank Clodorov at Community
Forum, Radbursz, M. .J, on “What Can
We Do to Save a Sick Civilization?” -

March 6—Lancasler M. @reene at Xiwanis
Chub of Highland vurk, Brookiyn, on
“Lopsided Tauation.’ ’

March 6—Fank Chodoroy at American In-
stitute of Congulting Engineers, N. Y.,
on '“The Function of the Market Place.’”

March 7—T.ancasicr ¥, Greene at Thurs-
day Forum, Y. M. . A., Newark, I, J.,

con “Crises and Economies,”

March 8—FHenry 4. Lowenberg at Jewish
Center of Willizzashridge, Bronx, on
“‘Preserving our Democracy.’’

March 17—Edwin Boas at  Riverside
Church, N. ¥. led round-table discus-
sion on *“Applicaticn of Philosophy of
‘Henry George.”

Mareh 20—Miss Graes Isabel Colbron at
Women’'s American Ort, Bronx Chapter,
on ‘Aspects of Inivrnational Relations.”

ADVANCED DATHS BOOKED:

April 9—Dr, 8, A, Schneidman at Lions
Club, Richmond Hill,' L. I., on “‘Social
and Bconomic Maladjustments.’”

April 10—Arthur N, Seiff at Kiwanis
Club, "Porichester, N. ¥. on “Interna-
tional Trade Rsalations.”

April #—-C. O. Stacle s Ingersoll Forum,
Pythian Témple, N. ¥, on ‘“Economic
Causes for Anii-Semitism.””

Aprit 21—-Btanford Bissell at Church of
the Gardens, ¥Forest ifills, In I. on “In-
ternationsl Trade Relations,”

Extension Department Report

NEW YORE--The HMxtension DIepart-
ment records ¢l o
following ecities, ihe number of clasges
where there were more than one in pa-
renthegag, It is known that other classes
have been conducted, tut the department
cannof officially rocord them becawse of
lack of definite informoation from class
leaders or secrstari
. CALIF.—Albuny erkeley, f.os Angel-
es, Oaklard (¥: Paswdena, San Diego.

CONN,—Hartford (5. ,

ILL.—Chicagzn and suburban cities (40).

MASS.~—~Arlingion, Roston, (3) Brook-
line, Cambridge, Medford, Somerville,
Winchester, Wl

MINN,—Minneapolis.

MO.—Kansas City, St. Louis, (b) La-
throp.

NEB.—Omahu. .

N, JF—Patorson. Bloomfield, Elizabeth,
Hackensack, Irvisgton, Kearny, Mont-
clair, W. Arlington, Grange, Perth Amboy,
Union City, Wost HNew TYork, Dover,
Pompion Fiaing. Lineoln Park,

N. Y¥.—Pleassntwiile. Suffern, Syracuse,
Long Island. () Beooklyn, {2).

OHIO—Clevelund.  (MNumber of classes

. unreported.)

PA —Fhiladelphia, {4} Pitisburgh (2).
R, I.—Providenco, - . C
8. D—Sivux Fa
Canada—Monir

onto,

s this Winter in the

£3Y Hamilton, Tor-
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Are ¥ou Lefler-ing?

A. Fretland, swamps ug. with Jetidns
and articles concerning Georgism which
he runs across from time to iie .. . Ils.
enclesed some .clippings, one of ‘which
was a letter signed by Lenden Dalberg,
Kent, Washington, advocating”the adep-
tion of Georgist principles as a method
of giving some hope to the youth of the
country . . . Another letter along Georg-
ist lineg and advocating free trade was
signed by dJ. 8. Gogin, of Walhalla, N, D,
... And from time to time Mr. Froe-
lend has run across letters in IPagific
Coast papers from W. L. Crosman, HHe-
vere, Mass.,, J. H. Giddings, Provideuve,
Louis Nash, Seattle, P. W. Schwander,
Houston, and John Harringion, Oshkoesh,
Wisconsin . . .

PLEASE SEND ALL LETTERS TO
THIZ DEPARTMENT A5 YOU DISCOV-
ER THEM. MARK TH&ZM WITH YOUR
NAME AND THE PUBLICATION IN
WHICH THEY APPEAR WITH THE
DATEH. . . .

All praise to Gilbert Cope, who wrote
a remarkable letter 1o the “Liberal Press’”
of Chester, Pa. . .. Mr. Cope rated iwo
columns for hls clear outline of Georgist
principles and ended his leiter with in-
formation as to the courses at the school
and he included the address ... and he
didn’t neglect to mention that the courses
are freel . ..

H. Lyngholm, Lynbrook, L. I., haz a
briilfant letter published in the Nasssn
Daily Review-3tar, . .

T. Buehier, publisher of the Ruiiuln
County Journal, Alma, Wis., besiday in-
cluding a subscription to the Frosman
and some words of praise in his leiter,
alzo enclosed a clipping from The Unilsd
Htates News in which he condemuns in
a letter our present tax systermn arnedd [lu-
vors the simple and just method of zol-
lecting ‘the rent of land . . . .

J. B. DMilgram, of Brooklyn, a ecohun-
nist for the Flathush Observer, gave ths
schoel invaluable publicity recently whoen
he mentioned that he had discovered ihe
inadequacy of ifcreaging employmeni by
artificial methods ‘after & course in fun-
damenial sconomics at the HGSESS . . .

George H. Dunean tells the readers of
the Manchester (N. H.) Union, that tha
basic reason why Denmark fis “‘Buropas’s
best farmer’” is that speculation has bosn
eliminated and Iand forced into use. ..
From the editorial page of the Oakland
(Calif.) Tribune eomes a letter in which
. . Redepmning of Alameda, urges
taxpayers to investigate the cost of the
right-of-way for a new highway .. .
John 'f. Giddings, of Bast Provisen:e,
acknowledges receipt of his copy o
Hirsch’'s “Democracy vs. Soclalism.”
which he won for lstter writing, and

inciudes a clipping of another letter pul-

lished in the Providence (R. L) Evening

© Bulletin. His letter states that the oot-

lection of the full rent of land would
the full cgsts of government and ‘‘to
that it would not is equivalent to soying
that the government is costing more than
Itois wortl™ ..,
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.. dJohn 8. Codman

John Sturgis Codman, déan of the fac-
uity of the expandiig Boston extension
of the HGS3S, was born in Boston's
Back , Bay on February 25, 1868, He
gradimted from Mr, Noble’s Schecl in
1886, from Harvard in 1830 (A, B.), and
fromi the Massachusmts Tristitute of Tech-
nolegy in 1893 (5. B.).

Although Mr. Codmap resd “Progress
and Pov'erty batore lem’mg Z{-‘drsard

the book made httle 1mpressmn on him
at that time, In 1912 the Democrats
flooded the country with a cheap edition
of “Protection or Free Trade,” a copy
.of which came inte-his hands. This led
to his re-reading “‘Progress and Poverty.”
Failing in every altempt to refute them
he became an advocite of the views of
Henry Gaorge,

Wy, Codman is the author of “Unem-.

ployment and Our Revenue Problem” . (B.
W FHuebsh, Inc, 1921, orlgmaily pub-
lished as a seriés of articles inm the old
Freeman. Mr. Codman’s article in The
Dail of April, 1819, on “How to Secure
the German Indemnity’” was re-published,
as an appendix to this beok. Copies of
this book may be secured from the¢ Schal-
kenbach Fouindation or from the author,

Other articles by Mr. Codman on how the |

first WVorld War coui<. have been fi-
nanced are as timely tomy ag when they
appeared twenty-three vears ago in For-
ward (Hoston) and the Boston Traveler.
My, Codman’s most recsni magazine con-
tripution, “Ground Rent-—The Na,}'ural
Municipal Imcome,” sppeared in The
American City in Janusry.

Tn 1935 Mr. Codinan headed & commit-
tee to sponsor an extension of the HGSSS
in Boston, With the help of Francis G.
Goodale he organized and led two class-
eg, Since then Mr. Codman has devoted
most of his time owtside of bukiness to
the work of the School.

Mr. Codman i3 ircasurer and diréctor

© of the Fabreeka Products Company of

Boston, Hig chief hobby is Ia.wn tennis,
He has achleved distinction a8 a profes-
sional baritone ginger,

Mr. Codman was miarried on April 25,
1901, to Susan Sargent Codman, danghter
of Richard Codman. They have one
daughter, Rachel Sturgls Codman.

Every Georgist is a persenality of im-
portanca te all other Geoorgists, There-
fore his deoings sre matters of 1mportance
to The. Freéman. Brief and pointed per-
sonality * notes abhout Georg:st worLers
will be welcomed by this columm,

M, B. Thomson, who ‘claims histrionic
experierice but iz- an excel[ent teacher
of Fundamental Hconomies, ‘is prepa,ﬂng’
for production at the New Vork grddua}—
tion exércises, June 3, a Georgist p]a.ylet
by Ed Ross, who also once wore the bus-
kin {or a sock).

From Dr. Charles B. Morgan, indefati-
gable Boston workér, comes this_ testi-
mony: ‘“Professor Fred ‘¢. Hosmer of
North Bastern Umvermty,‘ a retirved
teacher: of econdrgics, has {or two yedrs
studied:al] of our courses careful]y Now
he has agreed to take charge of 2 clase,
and will proba.hly give the rest of his
life to this work.,”

The crowded class room of Reginald
Zalles, ex Rolivia, is being exp]aii)ed in
termsg  of pulehritude by envious New
York teachers.

His middle name i3 George. That's
important in the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Clyde George Bassler where Clyde George
Rassier, Jr., came to reside on Janiary
91, At the dge of two months he iz said
ig- he familiar with the eéxplanation of
why a tax on land values cannot be
shiifted. His parents are gra.duatcs of the
first class held in Chlcago '

John A. Filpi and Christ Sears anem,
graduates of Maurice Weltys winter 37
class, are candidates for pubhc offlce af,
the Chwago primaries, -April 9. Reépubli=
can- Filpi, attorney, is seeking his patty’s
nomination “for associafe Judge of the
Municipal” Court, while - Demgeratic Min-
neci, realtor, is running for Congress in

-the 7th congressional district,. James .
‘Meonree, life long Georgist and former

secretanr to ~the late :ra.mes Hamilton
Lew:s, is campazgmng for the Democratm
nommatmn for governor.

When Hareld V. Childs and August w.
Tirieh met as students in a special class

. 148

of the Plant Trax;‘jmg School of the Tlin-

ois Bell Telephone Company, they found
they were b_ot_h HGSSS graduates (Childs
from Bvanston and Ulrich from the other
side of Chicagoland at Blue Island). Now
they're both téackers in thé Plant Irain-
ing School.

Otto Slehenmann, from Henry H. Hard-
inge’s Chicazo ¢lass of Fall '88, was pro-
moted early inm March to the position  of
Field Representative of the Real Hstale
Department of ‘the Shell Oil Company
in Chicago. He arranges the leazes of
sites and loans for the erection of build-
ings for new gas stations. FHe doesn’t
need charis to see the law of reni in
opperation—every day. :

Appearmg in the March issue of “Dy-
namic Americe” 3 an article entitled
*“Paxation and Hnusmg," a collaborative
project by Ka;mh} 8. But‘tenhexm, editor
of “*The American City,” and William .
Wewconih, co-gikthor of the illustrated
treame on Gecx:g‘xsm “¥ou ang -Amer-
ica’s Future" Rabert Clancy, ‘who drew
the p]ctutres for “¥ou and America’s Tu-
ture,” illusirated ' {he articie.

Happy Birthday

CHICAGO, 111L.—The Henry George Wo-
man's Ciub will cif a cake for ifs fifst
birthday at 'a party to be held in the
home of Mrs, Clyde G. Bassler, 3056
Marine Drive, Sunday afternoon, April
91, Members are invited to bring their
husbands and friends.

L. V. T. Articie

In the February issue of the Journal
of the Royal Architectural Institute of
Camnada, H. Brohson Cowan, prominent
Single Tayer, has wmttqu an article en-
titlad “Prmclpal Handicaps on Build-
ings”" I{ ig a study of the effecis of par-
tial land value ta.xat:on on the building
indusiry in various cities throughout the
workd.

Chicago’s Fund Campaign

CHICAGO, Ti-—A& noval fund-raising
campaign. is heing inaugiated by the
Chicago, Extens:on according to H., L. T.
T:deman Hecretary.’ Each clasp 'was
asked to send a representat:ve to a meet-
ing to discuss the ‘work of the commence-
ment excercises, The digeussion included
the funds problem “The students took
the problem away from- is,”" says Mr.
Tideman, “each one agreeing - to handle
the matter in his ‘or Her ciass

Well, Write Em ‘

I can thmk of no_gingle force which
can improve ‘‘The Freeman’™ more ef-
ticiently than the continued printing of
suéh art.mles ag “Brick—Bats ing Frveﬁrii—
Iy Mood” by @leiin B.- ‘Hopver in the
Ja.num'y_ isgye. Only by searching analy-
8is and self-eriticism can we hope o
achieve perfaction. . . L. Satz, New York.
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What One Dime
Will Bring You
.

Who Owns the Earth?. -
By Margaretr Bateman

A Professor’s Balderdssh
By Adam Sduage

Duty to Civilization
By Francis Netlson:

The above boollets are ten cents cach,
Posipaid -

ANY THREE OF THE FOLLOWING
ARE TEN CENTS, POSTPAID

" . By Henry George
Why the Landowner Cannot
Shift the Tax on Land Values

-Justice the Object

Thou Shalt Not Steal

Thy Kingdom Come

The Crime of Poverty
Study of Political Economy

Ode to Liberty -
Moses

Natural Law
By Oscar H. Geiger

Smaller Profits
By George .. Rusby

Radical Literary Intelligenisia
By Harry Gunnison Brown

Henry George and Karl Marx
By Frank McFEachran

Kar! Marx onSurplus Value,ete.
By F. C. R. Douglas

Centenary Address
By Samuel Seabury

How Diplomats Make War
By Francis Neilson

On False Advertising
By Frank Chodorov

"Void in College Curricula
By Harry Gunnison Brown

‘Why Penalize Building?
Architects Report

What A Quarter
‘Will Bring You
: ®

BY THE

WATERS OF BABYLON

A Story of Ancient Israel
By Louis Wallis

Showing how the struggle for jus-
tice in ancient Israel turned around
the war between Jehovah and Baal.
This book is a revelalion of Hebrew
history from the standpoint of mod-
ern historical criticism, ¥rom John
Haynes Holmes: “I found myself in-
tensely interested from the first word
to the last, and could mot decide
whether I was more impréssed by
the beauty of ihe story or by the
manner of jits telling.” '
222 pages — paper bonand
25 i:eu{:s — stamps or eoin ~- posipaid

Socialism The Slave State
7 By Max Hirsch
Three essays—analyzing the theor-
etical concepts of Socialism and the
inevitable conseguences of their ap-
plication.
32 pages — papsr bonad
25 cents -~ eoin or stamps — postpaid
°
Abridgement of
Progress and Poverty
. dene by
Harry Gunnison Brown
In Henry George's own style {(not
ohe word added), containing all the
clearly relevani logic, all the best
passages, and a convincing march
from point to point to the convinc-
ing conclusion.

A good. book to give 1o the pros-
pective student. of Henry George.

252 pages — paper bound
25 cents — eoin or stamps — posipaid

What A Dﬂllar

‘Will Bring You
e

The entire set of eighteen pam-
phlets, plus the three ten-cent
booklets — everything listed in
the first column of this page—
and, in addition, one of these
three twenty-five cent books.
Just write: “Enclosed find one
dollar, for which send me the 21
pamphlets and booklets listed in
the April Freeman, also {(give
the name of the book desired).”

2]

Henry George
' An Essay
By Albert Jay Nock
Historical, political a;nd social

aspects of Henry George’s life
and works re-examined upon

" the occasion of his centenary.
This brillaint essay, origin- -

ally published by William Mor-
row & Company to retail at

$2.50 per copy, was especially

issued at the ‘request of the
School so that it could be of-
fered to graduates at One Dol-
lar, Only a few copies of the or-
iginal printing remain.,

Books Published at Higher Prices
Offered ar One Dollar Each :

Theory of the Land Quesfion
By George Raymond Geiger

Man at the Crossroads
By Francis Neilson

Path to Prosperity
By Gilbert M. Tucker

HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE

Thirty East Twenty-ninth Street, New York




