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SACAMENT REc

*tifdde of workefs ATE€ bélng reaiuced to'l

conéitions  breeding  want, sin  sndl It ig scarcely likely that any Califor-
crime, from which must come general|- nlan will rise up to eall Mr, Qeorge 4
physicel, mental and mora] detertora- Har, so far as this State is concerned.
tien. . Proceeding. We have seep how,’

“The Menace of Privilege" |s an un.
commaonty weli-written bool, teeming
_with facts ang arglitnents, all of whick

rislng out nf thig ﬁtate 0of things. thej
country is being divlided into twg great)
‘milit‘ant camps; that of the pwners 0f

nFivileze -

a: capital | B from héginning? (o
erid, ' and | i3 . used - to .. emhrige
private owtiership |, of =~ land. “ihe.

" proteetive taritf,. and every form af}
special Government grants bY whieh,;
iff the- estlmation of the author {pe:
multitude suffer:for the beneflt of the
few.. ~'While he upholds his ‘fanigys
father's doctrine regarding’ the® jne
Jugtice of privite ownershlp oT<1lana,
and, proposes ‘the same remedy-
af: taxing it" out of existence=
Lt ene of many suybjects disc
and occupies na very large part .of
work. Co AR
Privilege, as viewed in thiz worlk,
‘divigible " Into. " four general " Glasses:|
(1) monopdiles-of natural .0pportuni-:
ties, (Z) the tariff and other taxes oI
Production and Itz fruits, (3) high-,
way grants, (4). and incorporation’
powers and Immunities.
- There are interesting chdplérs cons
trasting present conditions, and . the’
great inequalities fin the- distribution
of wenlth, with the staté of things in
the early .days of the Republic! But
it appedrs that even at tliat remote
period there was a  tendency to
monopoty.” Thus John . Hancock (5
sajd to have tried to make 2. ¢orner
in whale oil, and Alexander ¥ainilien
Is mentioned a® a maszter €pirit In'a
franchise grah. Washingtu-n,'_lf'r_ ap-
pears,” exhibiied a marked iendeancy:
to get and hold as much land ‘as pos-!
:sible, and' was the -wealthiest- landed:
{proprietor in the country. Buf there,
was then nd thoughs of land monop-;
oly, a2 America was almost a~ wilder-
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‘nees, and ‘Mr. George Is:at pains to|
"shiow. that so long as thefe was dbund. |
ance. of public land to Ye had by set-
‘tlers for-the taking. there could be no
1 regl. want. In-the Unlted ‘States. He
ltragés the gradual-increase -of monop-
a1y, ‘and of the aceumulation of -tlches|
inithe hands-of the few; down to thHe:
present ‘da¥. of “vast fortumes =nd bf‘
inflated  Trusts, Fe cdhcludes that'
thiz-tinequal- distribution of - wealth.
and:, of opportunitles- has: Induced ai
lowering.- of Both publi¢  and - private|
muorils, besldes dividing-the people into;
two.great -tlasses—the- privileged and!

cluslonis are hedt indicated in -his ewn;
woerds, taken frof.one of his conclud-{
Ing ‘ch'apte'_rs: Vi RN T 11

. ‘We:have now seen ot some lengthi
ihe ‘nature df privilege in the United:

Stites, and.its varled and deadly fruits!
—that. theé wonderfully. great volume;
of wealth heing.porduced. in_this coun-
try, 'is* being “most unequaliy distrib-
uted; -thnt thiz {8 due to the.exerclse
oftpowers of.-appropriation podssessed
by semel individunls and: conferred up-|
‘on; them by special or; genera)l grants
of'‘Government pr by Government pass-
ively sanctipned; that these powers are
orivlleges, ‘and 4afe, in effect, what the
word ‘privileges” In its orlginal $ense
meant; - private  ladws-—lawg for thé ad-
vantage. Hf-particuldr persons: that In
cojistquencd’” of ‘these “privileges, -ver-
itable princes of: riches are belng raised
on, the one side while the masses Gra
peing held  dgwn {0 an intensifylng
struggle for. 'a [ving on the ‘other; that
thls 1s producing: Lwo distinet classés—

‘the . ene , jmbued with feeclings
of' . superigrity" and arrognnee,
the . other ' of 7, envy. -and harted;
thdt.as a further.conséguence, public

and -private morals are suffering. the
superabundantly: rleh falling intp man.
strong business pragtices, sprivate infl-
delitien. "divoree habits and irrespoiisl- i
bility for cliild-bearing’ while ihe mul-}

Gdand its:fraits,’”” as well as of speclal

ivileged.” Tha. hasis of - his| -

privilegzes ang- that of the resistIng;
working “masses; that the latter: or-:
ganizing  Trade - Unlons: 1o "gefénse,,
and then realizing the BOwer comink taj
combination, have. I Specific :
passed from the defenslve:tg thghol-

nee; .
S Privilege is awbusing Lo
g and Cthe  military fundtions. . gel -
Government; -that In drder ' to contrgl| *
Government, Privilege - i -corrupting | -
politics; -that In order to [nfluence pubil -
lie aplnlan, it 18 reaching out for presd:
University and bulpit; that in order tp;
extend Its conquests and divert thel .
bopular mind with dresgms of glory, it
ig directing forelgn. aggression.
All these results we have seen to fgl.
fow n eantinulug wnegual distriburion
of svealth nud tRis unequal distripy-

‘tian of wealth (o be a Eruil OF ihe:
‘grants and passive sanctlons of Gov-
ernment, calied privileges.

The remedleg Mr, (George DTOposzes
conslst in the abolition of what hej
tegards, a® the causes of the mis-
‘chiefs he describes; that is to say, in

lafd, mines; water, forests and every
form of public utllity or 'natura_l op-
partunity; also of the tariff and “all
other forins of taxation on production

or general Government grants and
‘every form of immunity In the. Courts.
Ha belleves in absotute free trade, re-
garding the tarlff simply as a means of
fenabling certain-favored persens and
| industriey to profit at the expense of
‘others, and not at ail as a means of
protecting American labor against
fofeign competitlon. In fact, he de-
clares  that among fhe corporations

‘whlich have profited most by they
iariff, such as the Carnegle Steel Com- |

ipany, have been found the most bit-|-
Wter opponents of the organization off
labor to secure fair wages and reasaon-
Jable hours of work,.
In this regaerd it is pertinent to say
ythat the hook strongly upholds Labor
Urionism and the closed shop. Mz -
‘George sees nothing (o praise in the
so-catled “scab,” regarding him gas a
tman whe meanly proflis by the organ-
]izat:jon of hig fellow craftsmen. But
‘he condemns the excesses to. which!
{the Unions have been misled and thé&
blackmailing practized by certaln or-;
ganizations in league with contractors,
" Upon the - railroad guestion the
cauthor sees no prospect for reliel from,
Government regulation in any form, =o
long a5 the reoads remaln Iri private
hands. He thinks that either fhe peo-
ple must assume ownership and man-
agement or else let private ownership
iand management alone; that the es-
Ytablishment of Courts and Commis-
tsiops ito regulate transportation must
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inevitably lead to rallroad contrel. of
the electlonis or appointments, and the
more general corruption of polities;
His remedy is public ownership, and
nothing short of it, he thinks, will be
of any avail.’ In speaking of thHe
power exercised by the railrosds In
politics, ha savys: o ) ¢

Califorrla znd Nevada have long baen
as completely under the domination of
the Paciflc railreads as Alpbama hag
been under that of the Loulsviile and!
Nashvilla, Ghlo under the group head-:
ed by the Lake Shore and Big Tour,,
and Florlda under the Plant-Flagler in-
terests,

the abofition of private ownership of u

are presented in admirable grder and
in a elear gnd vivid style which invites

and holds the attentls

Eent reader interested In

public queastions. of
those

who disagree maost

n of any intelli-.

the great

the daz-.

with

Even

the

suthor’s .opinions may find jnterest,
enjoyment and .pratit in its

pages.
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