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: H‘D MENACE OF PRIVILEGE.

' The: Merace of Privilege, A Study
of:the Dangers to the Republic, from
the Existence of a Iavored Class.
By. Henry George, Jr. New Yorlk
and Londdn: The Macmillans, Price,
$1.50 net. Sold hy The Fublic Pub-
lishing Co., Chicago.

. Most’ writers on plutocratic condi-

tiong:maksé the fundemental mistale

of dfdving thie line of economic cleav-
age. between rich and poor. -Mr. George
dmws it hetween the privileged and
the- unprwi!eged. This is the true dis-
tincétion, and until the -people them-
selves learn to make it there is little
hope ol destroymg plutocratic power
in: any- form without reestabhshmg it
in another

Oue "of - the best jn ‘many respacts
the “very . besL agency Tor promoting

pgpﬂlR]‘ _mtelhgence in that respect id

this::beok 'nf ths younger ‘George.
ig IlDl: academm not merely philosoph-
icali“on the contrary; while es true to
ratiopal philosophy as are his father's
booksi it fully mests the demands of
tha time for the concrate Neither is
it peSSlmlBtlc ‘While candid in de-
seribing untoward conditions, and
thrilling in its wardings, it holds out
hops for’ the future on the simple con-
dition that privilege be abolished.
Mr: George acknowledges many par-
ticular forms of privilege, but he
holdd them il tp pe involved in on
subsidiary {fo these four general
classes: (1) Natural opportunities pri-
vately held under special or general
laws; {2) varlous kinds of tazation
and :its - frijts;
and,;. (4 Dowers of incorporation and
various . serts of 1mmunitles in - the
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(3) franchise grants;

courts. His deseriptions of American
types of princes of privilege, such as
the Asiors, the Mackays;, the Carne-
gies and the Raclefeilers, are revela-
tions more exciling than romance, yet
trusr  than  statisties. In, their
amusements he finds “revels £nd pas-
toral vapidities, such as were so fa-
vored in the dry-rot dazys of the French
court before epgulfment by the Ravo-
lution;” and even to the grave they
pre surrounded by monuments that
advertise their fabulous wealth. “Qne
window from the tomb of the raiircad
prince Lamont—a marvel of richngss
and beauty—would go  far toward
meeting the arrears of house-reat for
nonpayment of which 20,600 evictions
peeur on the average each year in the
horough of Manhattan.” .

Yet the author malkes no personal
reflections. Though he names names
znd describes personal habits of life,
ke does not question personal morals.
He has “no grievance with riches as
riches,” but is “tracing out the seals
and the worltings of special priv-
ileges.,” “What he aims at is to show
not merely how privilege cperates in
the hands. of those who actually have
it, but “how ii would operaie in the
hands of anybody.” Though he points
to individual men as types, “it is not
the man, but the privilege,” that he
adjures his readers Lo keep in mind.

Nor is the principle of privilege
merely in itself the ohbject of his as-
sauits; it is the effect of privilege, not
alone in exalting “the few to super-
abundani, intozicaling riches’™ but in
sinking the many into hope-killing,
brutalizing poverty.© For privileges
are 'in effect nothing less than pri-
vate laws ensbling some to appropri-
ate from others’-—a power essentially
of appropriation, which robs some
into riches and others into poveriy.
And on the poverty side Mr. George
brings into -service pictures of wanf
that contrast wolully in their ugli-
negs with his piectures of swealth.

Qut of the poverty and dependence
prodluced by privilege comes labor
unionism, whick in turn has provoked
such nowvelties in  modern jurispru-
dence as “government by injunction”
and such reasctions as bayonet rule.
To these subjects the author devotes
several chapters, in which he traces
abuses of court and army to the in-
fiuenze of privileged interestis.

And so with politics. Tooking deep-
er than most writers on corruptien in
Polifics, those who attribute it to the
venality and incompetency of the
masses, Mr. Georgs traces it tp the
criminality of the privileged. Among
the bits of evidence he introduces on
this point are Bourke Cochran’s cir-
cumstantial and unrefuted charges in
Congress that the political viclory
of 1396 for “honest money” -was hought
with $16,000,000 of the tainted money

of privilege, Amnother piece of evi-

dence is the recent solemn statement |
under oath of J. Plerpont Morgan's |
partner, Perking (whose iansurance .
company furnished, through him,
part of (he $16,000,000 referred to by
Cochran), that insurance companias
ought to be authorized to contribute
toe such campaign funds, “say 25, 50
or 75 cents for cach policy holder.”

The responsiveness of the newspa-
pers, aiso, to the influences of priv-
ilege is described and iilustrated with
examples. Iven the publications that
expose rampant corruption are found
te be careful to avoid monopoly or
privilege ifself.  They confine their
attacks to particular kinds of trans-
gressing individuals. To attacle the
privilege upon which these individuals
rely to make their transgressions suc-
ceed, would disturlk a myriad of small-
er peneficiaries of privilege. *In this
way privilege, by the hurt it can do
or tae prejudice it inspires, puts lim-
itations upon even those ~ monthlies
and weeklies that attack its outposts.”
And iu somewhat similar category are
the pulpit ang the university. -

One of the great reactionary cffects
of privilege in this country to which
the author poinis is the development
of a spirit of conquest abroad, which
has intensified centralization and pro-
moted tyranny ai home. “We tell our-.
selvas that we are marked for suprema
achievements; that our march is foif-
ward, without wavering or turuin_g;
that we are to carry the sword of -
peace and the terch of civilization to
factionus and benighted nations; that
we are to lead in the progress of
mankind. "And so we exchange-vig-
ilanze for vanity and
seif-confidence, such as charmed iuto. .
a poppy-sleep many a people gone be-
fore, until the hour and the spirit of
saving action had passed forever.” The
lesson may be read in the hisiory of .

averweening -



