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iE TYRANNY OF WEALTH
C—tedaes glo-

(By R. A. Bru;y. L.C. C.)
Macilun. 65, oa- T Y enry George:,
book, s rltten by the son of the late Heurﬂ
. ought to excite the nttention of thel
ifwl render.  The son doeg not indeed st“E
her the liternry nbzh!.y or the pnsamnnte‘
ce of the fntlier, - The style is abrapt;-
n.ud ofben ngr;\mmntxml But in spite

clefecta~ iyiis ,an.effcotive pieca. pliavorie..
nas  of materinl,, colipeted - d ﬂuug
rin & rather hnphuznrd mnnner, ends’ in
g, strikjag -pieture..af Amerlcnn :life
e reign gk the. millionaire. .., The, fnhher
1 -the world an, nppenlmg desuuptlﬂn pf
hm hei’.wgen tha. poor.and the riel:. Thu.
scld--x\ monopoly -of the lond, nng the piti-:
ndition of the former swas brncud to the}
2 of-bhit meounopoly. - This um(hi.mn Low-
preseated but the Brat stnge in the. rela-:
etweeén progress:and. paverty. o The squ
he . Mennce @ of:: Privilega ! shuwu the
3 in the lateér phoses.of- dcvelupment
nonopoly:of the land of o growing country
en inlo the-hands of w few bhe posgesaion’
almost fahulons:cwenlth: -, Money:; lng
i forth prmlege and privilege lins iz Lum
i forth: money ;-nod still the" riches:goon’
mg,  Millien is -added - fo millicn, and
& {0 prw:lege. till.the fnte bfithe many
m the.whims and- fanthsies of: dhe. feav.
mntry where oll men are said 16-ba. equ:ﬂ
iome the country where ulequuhl,y is- tl:e
I:rl[tmg elmrnetdfmtlh. .

~The, “’ealth of thc Fe

LI'Ltmn goes.. io nhow tlmt. one mghth of
families hold:. seven-eighths of the Tro-
while &.short time. igo- twenby: four men
on the Ronrd of :Directors -of the. Uaited
Stcel Corporation directly or indirectly
nted [lIl(l‘t.WE!]fﬂl 0[ Lhe LGhn.]. weelth (Jf
ntry. " . :

mthor shows. hov' some of t]\ese visk; for-
~ere made. The; Aﬂims ownd
40.the growing- value ‘of the izi.nd
nder had purchased in New York,
vilages, Tailwiy _privileges,.. oil” monoml 5
. the wealth -of ol.her:
e -

1 whaot. dld this 217 000 UDB doliar fmu
simprily proceed! Prlvllege Whiif-were
ivately owied “rajlfouds bub -privilegesl,

/lJ _rVI

se wlint-were the interior corporations ofi’

sailronds buf privileges? . What wis the
praciéical monopoly of oil 1ands nnd cook
and ore Tands,nfid gas lands buf Fandis
and underlyinir privilege! Whot was the
sgislation that pr&rented competltwn fmm
& but privilege?: .
tth beyond hha dreams of avarice feil into,
15 of n few. - To spand even a fraction-of
qches it was necesinry lo'invent new, ‘and
ive forms of récreation.
ilega '
the inkerests - of
shnormal stimulants.
stentatious luxury  distinguished their,
g-place. Raeing, gumbling, andn the

the normal man. Lﬁsﬂj_

ing, ull exhibited on an unpnmlleled scu.lc,,
I

wmoeng . their amusements. -

0i Mr. Cnrneg&el

The * Ptlﬂct.‘!‘_
heenme p elass of their own. Rafagil

Clorgeous printta ;

2 €’ 4oy

inanity : Valentine dinners, golden-dish dlnn ,x
nppendicitis dinners, horseback dinners, mo A
dinners, buli snd Laur dinners, clown - dinngi
und Egyptinn desert dinners, the lable bein
seb a5 a mininlure desert, where ench gues,b dug
up jewels with Lmy gold ptch and shovel, .

——— I—

The Puwer of the Few. .
In]urmus and dcgrndlng n5 such atusements
nre it'is not here that the intoxieation of wealilh
velops *ils 'miosts disustrons . consequendes.
' Riclies are the dediding power:in the affnirs: of
men.  IF the millionaire -desires, he can cuntmli
the Courts of Law to secure: Liis privilege; if. '
strike of unicnists threaten the prosperity ol
his businesshie con command and éall in. the -mili-
“tary; if the foreipmer competes with his manu-
factnres he can-demand from . the Government
o probective tariff; if new, privileges are required
.Btate and municipal pulmcs :became Llla guly-
sgervient worlkers ‘of his will, . EATEa

Nor does his power end even. ilere. Pubhc
.ppinion is. his to control. The . Press propul-
.gate his views; the Church extol his charitice
'nnd protect Lim from afteele; while even the
Unpiversities will dg his. bidding. - The suthor
itells the- ful]owmg abory . .ng t.}pu.u.l of : what is
liappening -

“Why sdon’t. you endnw o chuu in econnmms
‘in gur. Uniyersity i dxstmgmshed, edueator
‘naked a 1mlhonmre. .__"Wcll" wns the reply,
“T suppobe it might be heeaunse T.have Tios muck
.respect for-the kind of ccuuoum,n the University
tore teaching.” “Oh,"” .enme ihe rejoinder,
S ihat could be mslly arranged to suib.you,'” |

Thie S1gmf1cance of the Facts.

" Thus w1th i [und uf fdreary dzllgence the
{ author ilengls up ~ his * indictment u.gulnsf: the
‘tymnny “of prwﬂega and the déspolism’ of
‘wenlth. "Bub in summing up the conchusion of
the ‘wliole” matler it is necessary to nvoid an!
‘[ezl\ggerntlon. Ab first sight the reader would]
be aph to infer thdl the wlidle American nation
is ‘groaning in helpless misery and covrupiion:
' henentl tlie sway of a handfil of predstory ban-
| dits. TlllS is prolably the impressipn theb Mr.
(feorge is ‘anxious to produce; bub it would ‘he
‘n fdtal error bo' nccept this glonmy picture: uu
:répreseniing fhe actusl state of wifairs. -His
i method thrcughouh hias been tlie method of
|aa1eqhou he Lns’ ineluded zll the shucluwa and
.nmlbteﬁ all -the llghts, “The-examples he quates
are-doubileas true; it they dre exeépliond], and
-nDL {ypieal T]ae millionaire --hds not niwnys
"ntnssed his wedlbth By fraud. axd bribery; ha
ig-not- nlwaya pri-tdle sensunlist’ rolfing in- ar
"unwasy:raptore” on Llae lzol bed of ni)narmal de-
hghia. Lo - T

“Like ! midst- men, he K] b]essed mth hnman
=ymm\ilue5 -whichhd does nob-nlways disregnrd,
:and, lilie most men, he is mclmed o beliave
"thiit the interests of the wholo are identical with
the intereets of. himself. In lis orgunization:’
'of industrinl enterprise . he is often o clear-
sighted bepelactor; i1 the expenditure of his:!
wealgh he is not seldom sn amiable philanthro-,
pist: The cheapening of - the good things o'f
hfe is frequently the ouicome of his chmpaign
ngumst the sild Extruvng:\um. of o Foolish com-’
'pctll.mn, Umversttll‘.‘s hbrurles and places Gf'
igeientific research are permn.nenb monumentq Lo
| hié- open-handed- generosity.
‘. May we, then. sssume that the progress of the
‘th,mnsr__und the progress.of the millicnaire lie
‘side by side! "To argus i this way would be'
to’ pass-beyond . the relevance of: the facts.

1 At gther times iliere is the very madness@idr
5

|

America is undoubiedly- the -standing exampie ol
the efficiency of co-operabicn in industrial afFairs,
it is also the signal warning of the deogér which’
attends the dgmination of the few over the mnny. ,
Mr. Gearge has proved clearly ecough the un-i
wisdom of allowing en individual to wield with-
-out restrietion the colossnl power which colossal

. wealth confers, .

The Way oi‘ Escapc.

Mr. George propuunds his own remedy, bub
the remedy goes bub n little ‘way to cure the;
ill. He remsins fnithful to:tie single laud. tax
of his-father. - But if oné fagt is elenr Itom e
present wolome -iL° igthe cbrath tlind the” land
monapely hag,-in llie importance of its effects,
given: plade to the- monopoly of LLle menns of
,producliony - v

I the m,thor reeugmssd clearly tlm.t
i napuly, ig.the way of the future, becausa it is.

e way. of economy and of efﬁclemy, ‘and that
Gompebition is the way of the fist bechuse if is
the way of o foolish extiavaganee. . All things
nre moving bowirds n finat monopoly, tha gooner
mien come to realise thls ‘truth e betler it w 11[
be for their country. "

But & monopoly uslcontrnl!cd is a des pcltli:m in
disgaise. How to safeguard the privileges whicl’
ull progress involves—ihic ia the problem of the
stntesiten of the fubure, aad the path to success
tHes along one or other of two roads—the rond
of "pollective reguiation- and the: rond of colleo-
tive awoership,  On the ona vids e shall watch
n steady extensicn of fiactory legislation, includ-
ing the ednditions of work, the- ‘length of hours,
l.and the woges—at ooy rate the minimum wagas
" —thnt-may ‘be paid. On the other side wi shall
see the Grovernment and te munieipnl bodies ex-
tending the principlé of direet cmployment and
the principle of tho-direct munagement of indus:
irinl andertakings, - How. far we slmll ndw_nce
alang either road ‘only nctual -exzperience - ‘cnn .
-decide. «The ehiel- velue of  Mr, George's bool |
lies in .the {act that,it demonsgtratés, beyond.all
m'mner of. dotibt, t}hnt mnnopuly wmlmnt contro!
dg.pernicions; thnt prngrrzss Wlt.hout; munopuly is
impossible. .



