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¥rs. Anna George deMille Dec. 2, 18935,

The day before yesterday, I spent from ten sfclock
in the moraing until four ofclock in the afternoon, wiih an
intermission for luncheon only, in wrestling with the details
of the cleosgine of the Twelfth Street transaction, in waich
notiirg but uvne unusual patlence, earnesitness, and spirit

- of -acecnmodation of Mr E;@llys enabled -us- finally. Lo deing

3ll the parties in interest into a degree of haruony, ;
resulied finally in the closing of the transaction. I ven-
ture to tell you, my dear Anna, though I do not wish to men-
tion it otherwise, that I had to exercise considersble patience
myself on that occasion™When we had to deal with the chief
counsel for the CGuarenty Trust Company, the ccunsel for the

Y, We Co A., the counsel for the purchaser,{@re Coupeyé}the
sales agent of the property, and some others,in complicated
negotiations for the adjusiment of the variotis detalls of
what, I believe, was one of the most complicéited real estate
title closings that I have ever experienced.

¥r. Leubuseher, though a little i1l, sat through
from beginning to end and helped., The thing was finally
closed, and we have the money in the bank, upon which we can
now undertake %o base some sort of a budget for nexti year.
Despite the fact that I am working at extremely high pressure
in order that I may get away to Florida next Saturday, 1 am
to work with Miss Kaufmann on one or two eveninzs next week
$0 make up a tentative budget which.I can endiéavor to "sell"
to the other members of the Executive Commitiee. I am a little
hopeless about getiing the Board together in numbers enough te
pass the budget.

Mr. Posit, after ¥iss Kaufmann and I had worked very
hard to get & meeting to pass the authorization referred to,
attempted again to upset the neeting uponfperfectly ridiculous
legal point that the officers were holdovers and had not Dbeen
re~elected as there had been no budget meeting during 1935, ete,
etc. We managed to get fourteen persons present, and the vote
against him was thirteen to one, and then upon the urging of
Fairchild he changed his vote, and made it uvnanimous. He is
still, however, extremely bitter, and nobody seems to be able
to handle him except Fairchild.

Now, about your proposition that the action granting
Faircnild $500 out of our attenuated capital shoulid be recon-
sidered and rescinded, I am sorry to have to say that ag &
practical matter, this seems impossible. Some of our Hedbars,
TETHSTRTEEYESn Purdy, wihile disgusted with the situation as
you are, feel that since the matter was, as far a&s the record
goes, lawfully adopted by a guorum of the Board, that it would
now be difficult, if not impossible, to Keep the money away
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from nim without at lesast some of those who voted for it be-
ing present to make a formal motion %o reconsider, Even if
you were here to make such a motion, I doubt, ass a practical
matter, if you could get & majority to side with you under

.....the circumstances, although I do not know of any member of
the Board excepting Post who would noi feel very much as yau
do now abouf mETEEss.

i

Mr.Polak has come forward with an amendment to the
by-laws prohibiting this sort of thing in the future, but I
do not consider this worthwhlle as long as we reiain in the
membersnlp of the Board, men whose ethical standsrds are s0
gross—eyed as those Wlth which we have had to deal in this
instence znd others that are now past history. Hevertheless,
your telegram to the Doard.should, in my opinion, be read to
the Board, and I will be gled to associate myself with it in
spirit and principle, although I would have fo rule, ss &
pnrliamentmrl‘m, thet there was a doubt &g to our legal right
after sn intervening meeting, to reconsiler &f aciio -

had been formally and on the record, legelly taken, &
heppens, your ielegram to me makes me HoTe proud ef y@u t n
evelr, v REE L AR R
e

Now, as ©0 the fubture of the Foundation, assuming
that I can get some sort of budget In line, 1 am very much
troubled. There are fundamental faults in the structure of
the ‘organization that I fear cannot be corrected because of

e e terms of the Will of Robert Schalkenbach, our benefactor.

% His Will says there must be Iwenty-one trustees. To make the

: organization effective,; seven trustees; or nine at the most,

2. be much more efficient. There are vacancies on the Board

1t I do not know how to get them filled. There are gentle-

men on the Bogrd who are loyal to the things that you and I

believe in, but they zre unable or wnwilling to attend meet-

ings., The last blow that has fallen upon us is that Philip

Cozn*g& who acted as President during my absence in Florida

iast year begs #ie to see that he is relieved; because he 1g

up to his neck, as he puts it, in important research work up-

on whieh his living is more or less dependent. In the mean-

time,I have ldoked around for a vice-president who wi il .work

%lfh Miss &auzmaﬂn and the Bxecutive Cemmlutee, and I could

find no one willing to take the job. We must excuse Lawson

Purdy as well as Bolton Hall, both splendid men although of

different capacities and outloock. I may be able to get Cornick

ik to welt wntil my return from Florida in April. In the mean-
time I intend to keep Iin touch with Miss Kaufmann from my hotel
zt Cocoa.

Please note, by the way, that I have changed uy
residence down there ta The dotel E%evera, Cocoa, instesd of
The Cocoa House. You may wish to write me,
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Do not for a mowment, believe, my dear girl, that

I an going to abate my interest in the work while I am ap-
parently playing in the Scouthern sunshine. I have & number
of things that 1 want to do, one of which is to cultivate
SMr. duPont... He has fallen under. the influence of. some. people. .
who will, I fear, bring the Georgist movement into more or
less disrepute becsuse {without du&stiening thelir sincerity)
they are WO”KlngsalO$?ilEﬁS that do not inspire elther con-
fwaence or respect. '

In this matter I fear you must bear a part of

the responsibility. You are the &auﬁhier of Henvy George,
and are pbeloved and respected for that reason as well as far
What you are in jbﬁf‘@Lf You have ‘ﬂchgh to do, and plus,
if you will concehtrate on the work of the ﬁenry George gl
You: will veaken cid Ghéagen the pubklic value of your n

' ; fluence by allowing youf'elf
. sotivities controlled by ctHer 2
nzture of things, devote iy really

i roh P in i
L Girecting character.

You asked me about the Hanhattan Single Tax Club,
snd 1 told you frankly not to permit them to use your nupe.
Your name i about the only asset that the Club has at the
present time if 1 am not greatly mistsken, and it is sn as-
set that is not wisely employed by them.

A1) of this, you will regard, my dear girl, as
private and personal and for yourself alene.

As to Mr. dvPont, he is a2 very rich man wag o«
be of tremendcus influence and %elpfulness if we can T&
is respect and confidence. That cannot be effected throu
the Manhatten Si ngle Tax Club and some of the influences sur

rounding it.

This letter is Giscursive and unsatisfactory to

me 25 it may be to you, but I had & good stenographer at hand
ang just let myself talk as if I were talking to you personally.
Very sincerely yours,
g% {
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