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ABOUT COME&TI&IQN

W-W»Ebad Seeret&ry'ef_the Shearsrs'! Union, writes me from
ﬁagga Wagga Few South Wales, saying;‘ o |
“Soe&alism of the Ballamy brand is sprazading here, and
the only thiﬂg we have %o offer as an argument against their dog- f
trine: is an adnission thet the single tax will and must necessarily
_bring voluntary co-operation and 1@534gcvefﬂmeﬁtallmgehinery_— 1%33
rule, or more law end less force - anarchy of a sort. Of course,
there 1s no great fight bﬁtwseﬁ us, as Socialists admit éhe pooling
ef 1and values is the first step toward reform; but they set as much
value on tha natianallzatlen ef banks and c&plt&l as that @f the )
.land ana want to stert right gway te natlenallve those thihgs whleh '
wWe ﬁe;isve.a:e_noz in their nature menopolies, end which would not
‘be moncpolies if lend values wers taken by the pecpls. In showt,
‘thgy*ﬁc not bqi%gve in_c@mpetitian-agawwant'te @hiish_i%\righ%yﬁ@g?,.
If we stick %o competition end regard it as alﬁpsﬁ a natural law,
d@hat abput the wa$ta iﬂv@ivealin our.present iﬁauﬁtxial ?ystem?r
faxation of land values will not g?gvent the employment of labor
ﬁselessly:in aﬁ#ertising, etc., or will it? ;:Ago,gﬁpw?" | ‘
 Answering Mr. Heed's question in spirit, rather than in
1ettef I Would saj° Yes; it will. For while the ussless §X§enditura
of 1abor in aﬁvertlsing or any cther hranch of elforﬁjcculd not be
prevented wi*hout interfering with natural rights and wi thout stifling_-
useful affprt, I teke Mr. Head to refer to that waste that goes on
: qhera three steres are startea in a place where twoe would suffice, or
“ where a nundred men are found 1n & businesa or prof9381on in Whlch

§31x$y or seventy could do, and would be glad teo do, all that is neaded.
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Ts waste of effort, which 15 very striking all over the civilized
world, the Soclslists proposs to prevent by abolishing competition -
that 1o to say, by abolishing the liberty of men to diopose of their
efforts as they plosse. They would hsve the State mansge and control
all production and exchange, 50 thét ée ‘many man'aﬁdfmeeessarily Such
and such men) should be assmgnea to this branch and place of effert
end S0 many men (that is to say, such and such men) should be assigned
i to that. .- . I e . e e s . el . |

. On the other hand we, who for want of a better term style our-
solves single tex mem, but whose fundamental ides would be Dotter ex-
ErB%SE& by some 59@@”t3?@.a$_?%?§1 :igh?é @6§»h°r.in@ivéiaﬁlﬁri%h??-
@?nzHQr_Qatural,Orﬁe?,m?#syprﬁﬁ9se to get rid of this difficulty in
an easier and more thorough W?Y; Instesd of ebclishing competition,
we would sbolish restrictlons on compstition; imstead of imposing
more restréintsuﬂn'in@%Viﬁualglibé?ty, we would remove all restraints
upon the liberty of any ome to do amything that 414 not interfere with
the equal 1libsrty of others. The regdon for, and the efficacy of,
our method will yergeenmwpgnftbé_qaggémgf the waste of which our
sustralian friend is thinking is traced.
S Erﬁm:Whﬁt d93$19v??¢??ﬁd19$_6?_§u$??3§5?8 ?3& 3?9393?109§4230“
cesd? Does 1% mot procesd from that sseming glut in the labor market
wiich causes the opportumity %o labor o ssem a-boon, and reduces wss
the wages of labor in the primary occupations o so low a point? And
from what does this spring? Does it not mamifestly spring from those
restrigticns-which_dep:;ve‘meﬁwwilling to labox Qf_g'échgs to the
patural opgortunitigs bf's;er§§ggvlabqr? is this not clear whenever

we consider that the natural opppriunitiss for the useful employment




; of labeor foe;sd by'the gla be lon whiéh we lire_ara“simply illiﬁ%ﬁable,
and that so long as ﬁasi:e continues for tpings'ﬁhat theuéxertioé_qf
labor produces there must always be an unsatisfié& need for the use-
ful exertion of 1&ng§'. o | |
_What tho taxation of laud values irrespective of improve-
ments would 2o, would be to make land useless except to the user; to
make the mers momopolization of lend unprofitable and impossible. 4nd
fhus 1% would open to laborers the primsry necessity and opportunity
fnr all labor. A% the samé time, hﬁ taking for the use of the com-
munlty +he great sums thgy now o to nonnproiuears, lt wnula do awav:
With texes that greatly lessen ssruings in all branches of profuctive
offort, and remove the Tesirictlons they impose. With lend thus opens
ed %o lsbor, and with the products of labor thus fresd from taxes, the
- ome-sided competition that now shows itself in the seeming overplus
of domand for employmsmt, would be met and relieved by the demand for
labor and products of 1abor1 ThiS'relief in the markeﬁ for the préjm
mary forms of labor ‘would neces sarlly show itself 1n all.otners thaﬁ
is to say, in all bu31nesses and profess;cnsl poth_by-q;th@xgw;pg ?th 
_comgetltlon of those nd;needed there ana for Whnm better—0p§crtunities
would ha openad where they were needed and by the incrﬂased dnmaud
fgr commoditles and services consequent on the 1ncreased'purchasing
power of better employed and better paid laborsrs. Men would cease
to push into plaees and vocatlons where they'were not needed for the
simple reason that places and vocatlons where they were needed would
be opeg‘to them, and Wou;d pay them bettar.. An@_tpe_play of this
free cbmpatitiqn.&ould have the efféct_of determining, through the

free will of individuals, what number of men, and what men, should
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_ d?vctefﬁhemselveS_quach maltiforn branches of industry, im order
; ?£“””“"?Uf$§9Fr? fof society at large.the most Qcﬁﬂcmicﬁl RSQLQfIP?OduGtiVG
| “forees' and the 1a£gest'iesﬁlt in desired satisfactions.w But it
cannot be sald that this would absolutely end useless effort for o
the reason that as to many things @yg@“w;;} be usgﬁulrgngnwgaﬁggsa~
;ggs_qanpgﬁ‘bgidepgrg}ng@<without exparimenta Ali.new 1nvent10ns
discoverises, and adjustments involve experimmnnt and the liabillty

~ To useless effort but to stop thls ‘would be %o put and end to prp~um

§Te88. Th‘??tz ‘effort may be wasted in advertising, where a msn thinks:
that the public will want a thing which the result proves that they
do not.; Bnt.ta nravent this would be tQ prevent the public being

apprised of things that they do really want.“”‘ . “

- Anmd where the conditions af equal freedom are fulfllled
where all men are placed on an egual level with regard Yo natural
.apportunlty, and with regard to the benefits of an advancing civlli-
ation, the freedom of individuals to do what they choose (provided,

of coursg,'t@at_theyraq notligfripga‘phe_QQua% free@gmw§f Gtmﬁrs)

- will result in the greatest benefit to socisty aﬁ-laxgéf o
5~ Here is the gifforence, and it is fundamental and irrecon-

cilable, botwesn the Socialists end single taxers. They propose to
cure the.evils that have come of restriction by more restriction. We
_propose to cure the evils that_have‘comg of restriction py giyinglﬂm m
f?eéﬁqmj And. & man cannot-ﬁayo? themSocigligt@g“sghemg;an@uthg_sihgle
tax scheme at the same time, any more than he can go east ana'west at
the same time.
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