WHAT THE UHITED LABOR BARTY WANTS.

Whaet we 2im 8t is the sbelition of peverty. Ws proposs
te aceomplish this by abolishing injustice, snd our partieular
aim 15 to sbelish thet fundemental imjustice which &egri@as 80
meny human creatures - ays, in cities like this, the magéri%y.sf
the @@@ﬁléti@m.h of their natursl ?ight;té the land Whi&h the Bérﬁ.
thair God has given them. The relatlien bsiween man snd ths piaﬁa%
he inhabits 1s fundsmentel, and the laws which affeet the ﬁ%ﬁﬁrﬁ
¢t lend, the relation betwsen man snd ths land on which all must
tive, sre the most important of 211 laws. We 40 not mesn to say
that there asre not msny other wrongs to he rightsed, that thers ars
net many other things %o do, but we doc say thaet the fundsmental
injustiece which deprives men of their natural right to the slement
from which snd on which all must live iﬁ‘mast im@srtaﬁt,raﬁ& ig
the one with which we cught %o begin. Until we do away with that
lnjustice we camnot sholish minor wrongs or make minor improvements
that will effect any permaenent good. We 40 not say thait this i=s
the only thing te de, but we say this is the first thing to do. We
propose L0 establish equallity hetwsen men with relation te the slew
ment on which snd from which they must live; not by dividing the
lard up into sgual pilecas: n@t by teking lend as the formal pro-
perty of the state and renting it out: not by taking from anybody
any land thet he now hss, but simply by so chenging our system of
texation a8 to asbolish 21l taxes now levisd upon lsbor and ths PrOm
duets of lasbor and take by texsiion for publie purposes thet valiune

which sttaches te land by reason of the growth of the commoni ty.
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We de not propose to interfers with the rights of property. On

the sontrary, we asre sticklers for the rights of propertv. WYhat

‘& men makes by his own exertion, vwhether of hand or of brain, that
we hold %o be his as sgailnst ell the world. If s men plows a fisla
and plants a erop, we 8ay that he sleone is eniitled %o reayp it. If
2 man bulids & house he ought to have 1t and all of it: snd we say

te of property

that it is &Egﬁﬁ% and a Yl@i&tl%ﬁ of the sscred fxﬁv
wihen our tex gatherers come 4down and ssy te & msn becsuss he hes
ecultivatsd hi% scil, because he has bullt & house, becsuse he hes
preduced or aceumulated wealth, therafore the state demands s cer-
tain perticn of it from him. We say that such s system is anjusd
and that not cne psnny should be iaken froem s man bseause he hss
been industricus and thrifty. e gfa@eﬁe te leave to laber its en-
tire product; we propose te isks for ths use of the sommunity that
value that is preoduced by no individual, thst velue which stiachss
to land not by reason of whet ita owner doss, %ﬁt'hg*r@asgn of thé
growth and improvemsnt of the whole comnunity. We smay that that

is Just, that it will give to the community what belongs o the com-

munity and leave entirely to the individuel what rishéfally baelongs
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te the individusl; and being just, we say that it is wise. We Bay
that it iz bsd poliey So tax men Ffor what thay &34 to the commen
stock of wealth; that he is a benefsctor who makes %wo blades of
‘grass grow where one grew before; thst the man whe builds & house
15 doing something not mersly Ffor himself, but for the whole commun-

ity; and thet it is stupid to tax men for builiing houses, or éul-
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btiveting fields, or erecting fasioriss, or building ships, or doing
anything whatever that ad@s to the common stock of wsalth:; that the

state shonld ensowrazs industry, nod discoursgze 1%t; that no tax
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should be laid ﬁpam.ﬁée industry that produces cr the thrift that
aceunulates; that in this great fund thet comes from nothing that
the indiwidual does lisz the proper, the intended means of supply-
ing 811 publiile wanta. That fund we propose to take by abolishing

cur present tewss and laying s single tax apon the valus of land

irrespective of improvements, ineresasing 1t as far and as fest as
-w%-caﬂ;ﬁﬁﬁil it shall bake s nearly &s may be the waols valus of
ﬁﬁe iland.

Look in whatever direction veu choozse sznd ses what benefits
will spripg from this simple changs, how much fraud it will vrevent,
what temptation to bribery and corruption it will avoid. Loek st
our present system of texetion, piling up sn snormous surplus in
the vaults of the genersl government that thers is really no need
for; tsking money by the most cnercus forms of taxation that cosi
the gonsumers, the resl tax peEyers, eertgin&y morae than two doliars,
and probebly more than thres dollars, for every dolliasr that is put
in the public treassury; piiing it up there, and thep to prevent
the stringeney of money, tending it out to bankers and bondholders
et no intersst at sll. Where dces this money thet iz lent in that
way come frem? It comes from men %o whem the use of money is worth
gixz, ten, twenty per cent, ays, in éam@ caBes one hundred per cent
per armnm, And 17 is put inte the hends of the banks withous inter-
¢3t by being used o anticipate tﬁe coupons of the naticnasl debt or
to buy bonds st & hesvy premium. 4nd what is ths rzason for the
aceunulation of this surplus? Why, simply the pressure of pecpie
who zre interesisd in cerisin taxes, snd who lobby and leg roll ang
spend money and go into politics in order %o prevent thosse isves

being tsken off the shoulders of the pesople. Lock st the e rsonal
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pfég@rﬁy tax tﬁr&ugﬁ&ut this state, vhere, with personal properiy
increasing enormously every year the assessment has falle#l over
%ﬁ@ﬁ,@@ﬁ,@@@ within some thizteen yssrs. How the snormous advan-
iégﬁ of the system of taxstion that we propoge is that the tax ecan
bs certainly assessed, easily collected, will give no room Ffor much
of the fraaﬁ thet is npow cerried on, and will ma% gffer the 1&&&0%—
'mgnt tf svasion that now axi%tﬁs Lend can®t run ewey; 1t ecan®i %%
hlﬁﬂem' it 1ies cut of doers; its velus can be sstimsted wzﬁh mera |
93$§&lﬁ§§ than any other value. 4nd in putiing taxes npor that sin-
gﬁﬁ ltem we get rid of all these oceths thst veople in every dirseciion
are now resulred to take, of 81l the temptations fo perjury that ounr
present tax laws give, &nd shsll reise cur revenus withont im@ﬂ§iﬁg
any restriction upon preductlion or diminishing it in the lasst. On
the contrary, by imposing éﬁ% taxes in this way we shall prevent that
monopollzetion of natural ocpoorituniiies which averywhere resitricts
preduction, and in this brosd &ﬁﬁ rieh country is alrsedy rroducing
the tramp snd the psupsr: that moncpolization of natural opportun-
‘ities that mskes us, in the midst of sbundance and plenty, think of
work as somethimg good in itself: which forees wodn us sven in the
best of times the spectscle of thoussnds snd hundrsds of thoussnds
cof men willing te work, saxiocus to work, but unable to find the
opportunity to work. {Applause) There, we hold, is the czuse of
a1l labor dlfficulties; thers, we b@lié?e, is the csuse of poverty.
It iz not the fault of the Elmighﬁﬁﬁthia herrid, bititer struszgle

for existence that is the lot of so many thousarnds Seoday: it is not
caussd by the niggesvdiiness of ths (rsator. He hasg placed heres
enough, znd to spare, for all of us. 411 we have to ds is +o DY G-

vent moncpolization: 81l we have to 40 ig o sgeure ¢ =ach cne his
natural right.
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This st mpl plan of ours will utterly stop the monopolisz-

stiorm of lsnd by making 1% umprofiteble. %hst iz the tempbation %o
the monopolizaticn of land?¥ @@ﬁmigsisnsr Sparks in his Isst report
peiuts in very vivid colors %he manner in which the public land has
been sppropristed by speculstors snd grabbers, by stretehing grants,

by making fal%ﬂ*@mtriaﬁﬁghy“everfmgere getting hold ef‘ghﬁ land

shesd of the ssttler. Why? In order to profit by the value thet

will begin to attach to the lsnd as scom ass there is & prospsct of

 settlement coming. The moment it is meds cerisin that whenever a

value shall attach itself tc the land irrespective of the value pro-
duced by the labor upon it, such valus will be taken for ths use
of the community, then the ftempiation %o ell this land grabbing
will be ntterly gone; and not merely will the hem@ta%ieﬂ %0 land
grabbing in the fulure be desitroyed, but a2lil the léﬂﬁ that hes been
grabbed in the past will be reiessed. Onee tax the spesulster who
holds 1460 acres of agricultursl lasnd vaeant ss hesvily as the far~
mer who hes plowed his land, has culitivated a farm and made improve-
mants; onee tax ths helﬁggf a valuable bullding lot as much when it
iz vacant as 8 let of 11%@ guality with & splendld house upen it:
onee meke sure that ss ths velue of land i inéresses the tax upon it
shaell ingresse likswise, and the menopelizers who &1l over this land
are holding vacsant city lets, untillied sgricultural lsuds and un-
worked mimes from the mam who would be zlad to use them, will be
forced tc let them go.

dee how the ﬁyaéem wonld operate here in Hew York. Our
vast populetion ls erowded togethasr, yet one-hall the ares of this
elty i3 not built upen: ¥%hy? Hot bseesuse there iz not nesd for

mora houses; not becauss there are rot plenty of sites for houssesy
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but bessuse the bullding sites are held by men whe will not or can-
._ﬁéé ase bthem themsalves, snd will not ailow thoss who went to use
:7 iﬁem %& ﬁave aec@gg b6 %ham umiﬂaﬁ %ﬁeg first pay &sn snormous priaeg
' Eh§ =4 imple sffect of the ﬁhaﬁge iﬁ taxation whieh wa @IG%&S@ wgulﬁ
5; §$}%¢'c@m§§1_th0sa men gl@har to build ﬁ@gﬁ-t&@se lots tﬁamaa$ves
taéﬁ%éfsgli-tﬁéﬁvhs'ﬁ&m&hé&?falsﬁrﬁﬁﬁ’%@miﬁ; ﬁ&a_mﬁméﬁﬁxﬁh&-m@m-.

"whﬁ afﬁ h&lﬁln@ laﬁ@ w1th@ut using it shall be a@ﬁbeli@& %o use. iz

f{ ar glva it mwp there will be sn abundance of Iand for sll who wend

tﬁ &S¢~lﬁe I don't mean to say that under those elroumstances

every man would go and bulld himself 2 house, or that all of these
_amemﬁlﬁy@& man throughout the countery would take up Tarms and opsn
miﬁea;-@u% this I de say, that encugh could and would meke uss @f'

thege natural opportunities for smployment to relieve the glut in

BN

ths labor merket; teking themselves out of the fierce competlilon
for the wages of an employer, they would not cunly empley theémselves,
Bid in doing so ~ in preducing weslth of some kind - they would be
creating a8 demend of the lebor of others in profucilen. In that
way it would be possible thatit sny man willing to work shomnid bhe
gble te find sbundsnt copportunity te work; spd the sstiing this
vagt forge of unemployed men st productive labor would crssie a
demsnd For gommoeditiss thaet would zive new vigor to every branch
of businsas.

These, in very brief outline, are the doctrines for which

we stand.




